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Stop the feuding, MPs tell Blair 


a n 

l S ^r 

- 5 P 

\\ 3 


' n 

2 V. ' 


LABOUR MPS delivered a stem 
warning to Tony Blair last nigh t 
that cabinet ministers must 
“get their act together” and 
stop the faction-fighting that 
has provoked the biggest crisis 
since Labour won power. 

The blunt message was 
given to the Prime Minister at 
a private Commons meeting 
with leaders of the Parliamen- 
tary Labour Party (PLP). “It is 
very serious; we just cannot go 
on like this," one senior MP said. 

Hie attack came as Gordon 
Brown admitted that minis- 
ters had been acting as though 
they were still in opposition 


BY ANDREW GRICE 
Political Editor 

rather than in gov^romentBut 
in a pep-talk for officials at 
Labour's Mr bank headquar- 
ters > the(? jeflor insisted the 
Govern’’' .could now draw a 
line™ .he crisis. 

V~en the Cabinet meets 
today for the first time since the 
Government’s “black Christ- 
mas,” Mr Biair is expected to 
reinforce the backbench de- 
mands for unity and discipline. 
He will order ministers to con- 
centrate on fulfilling Labour’s 
election promises. 


However; Mr Blair will risk 
alienating many MPs and 
ministers; including his deputy 
John Prescott, by pressing 
ahead with his plans to forge 
closer links with the liberal 
Democrats. A meeting of the 
cabinet committee attended by 
senior liberal Democrats this 
afternoon will discuss a com- 
mon foreign and defence poli- 
cy for Europe- the first time its 
work has extended beyond con- 
stitutional reform. In future, the 
Lib-Lab committee may also 
debate welfare reform and the 
single currency, 
yesterday’s meeting of the 


PLP gave backbenchers the 
chance to vent their anger over 
the recent ministerial feuding. 
Gwyneth Dunwoody, who be- 
came an MP in 1966, said: “This 
is the most disciplined PLP 
I have ever been a member o£ 
It is a pity that the same level 
of discipline is not being shown 
by some individuals in the 
Government” 

Kevin Barron, the MP for 
Roth er Valley, said he had dis- 
cussed the Government’s ac- 
tions with 50 members of his 
constituency party; who were all 
“extremely disappointed” at 
what had happened. Clive 


Soley the chairman of the PLR 
called on the Cabinet to show 
“self-discipline”, which had not 
been demonstrated in the past 
three weeks. 

Peter Mandelson, who re- 
signed over his £373,000 per- 
sona] loan from Geoffrey 
Robinson, former paymaster- 
general, attended the meeting 
as a backbencher for the first 
time since the general election. 

Labour MPs later urged Mr 
Blair to abandon any plans to 
give the former trade secretary 
an early recall to the Cabinet 
Paul Flynn, MP for Newport 
West, said: “The parly has 


been bruised and our reputa- 
tion has been damaged by this 
incident Nobody wants to have 
a witch-hunt against Peter 
Mandelson personalty. He has 
been a veiy able minister and 
has contributed a great deal 
to our party. But that impres- 
sion of sleaze is there and he 
has to have at least a couple of 
years on the back benches, 
and one hopes that that is a 
very fruitful period.” 

Jack Cunningham, Mr 
Blair’s “cabinet enforcer*', yes- 
terday insisted there was no 
chance of Mr Mandelson mak- 
ing a swift return to office: “l 


don't think he’s going to be back 
in the Government in the near 
future,” he said. The Prime 
Minister also offered little hope 
of an earty comeback when he 
told BBC Radio 5 Live: “The fu- 
ture is going to have to look 
after itself. 1 do not give any 
guarantees, any commitments 
on that” 

William Hague told Mr Blair 
in the Commons that recent 
events had been a disgrace. 
“While the NHS has been in cri- 
sis, personal feuds have taken 
the place of political principle, 
personal loans have taken the 
place of political priorities,” 


the Ibry leader said. He also 
mocked Mr Blair as “St Tony, 
the Angel of Islington” after it 
was disclosed that the Prime 
Minister had visited St Thomas* 

Hospital at Westminster to talk 

to nurses the previous night. 

Mr Blair admitted there 
were “still huge problems in the 
health service” but argued that 
it was impossible to “put right 
20 years of neglect in schools 
and health in 20 months". 

Hospital visit, page 2 
Leading article. 
Review page 3 
David Aaronorritch, 
Review page 3 


Shares dive 
worldwide 
in new panic 


. : Jsk Diane Coyle 
” Economics Editor 

THE WORLD’S finanrfal mar- 
kets plunged into chaos yes- 
terday. just two days after 
central bankers meeting in 
Hong Kong had prematurely 
toasted the end of the global 
economic crisis that started in 
Asia 18 months ago. 

TWo of the biggest emerging 

economies, Brazil and China, 
separately moved closer to the 
verge of financed meltdown, 
putting at risk biQians of dollars 
theyoweto western banks and 
investore. Share prices dived in 
London, New York and other 
main stock markets in panic- 
stricken conditions. 

President Bill Clinton was 
briefed on the financial emer- 
gency by Robert Rubin, the US 
f^Slreas^-Secreiaiy. Lany Sum- 
"niers, his deputy and the ar- 
chitect of the recent Brazilian 
and Asian financial rescues, 
cancell ed all his appointments 
to deal with the crisis. 

Brazil abandoned the de- 
fence of its currency yesterday 
pausing its central bank gover- 
nor to resign, in breach of the 
terms of the $4i£tm interna- 
tional bafiout agreed with ttas In- 
ternational Monetary Fttnd 
before Christmas. Tlie decision 
to devalue came m response to 
the massive flight of capital 
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from Brazil, amounting to some 
$8hn since the beginning of last 
month, and well over $lbn a day 
in the past two days. 

The move will cause heated 
recriminations amongst min- 
isters from the leading G7 
economies. With finance min- 
isters and central bankers due 
to meet in Bonn next month, 
and deputy finance ministers 
meeting this weekend, the glob- 
al crisis has returned to haunt ' 
them just as they had begun to 
hope that their own economies 
would escape unscathed. 

Fbr the American adminis- 
tration, in particular; the eco- 
nomic outlook - and voter 
approval of President CfiDton - 
depends an abucyant stock mar- 



Traders on the floor of the Bovespa in Sao Paulo yesterday, when Brazil came dose to financial meltdown and devalued its currency 


Inacio TeixeiraJAP 


and h nsanass es hiring s taff 


“Wfe have a strong interest in 
seeing Brazil, with whom we 
have worked on so many im- 
portant things around the 
world, cany forward with its 
economic reform plan and suc- 
ceed,” the President said yes- 
terday. “We c«tainly hope that 
they wOL” 


But concerns about Brazil 
yesterday were dwarfed by the 
fear that China, the giant 
among emerging economies, 
might default on some of its 
debts or make Western invest- 
ments worth far less by de- 
valuing its currency. Yesterday, 
Gfoan^ongEnteriwises, a gov- 


ernment holdin g company for 
businesses in the province 
neighbouring Hong Bong, re- 
vealed that it had debts 
amounting to almost $3bn. 

Investors had been willing to 
overtook the weak financial po- 
sition of these businesses, rang- 
ing from construction to 


brewing, because they assumed 
the state would guarantee re- 
payments. Now they are being 
asked to defay calling in loans 
and to invest new Capital- 

Markets crash, page 16 
Business outlook, page 37 , 
Analysis, page 19 
Hamish McRae, page 19 


Yemenis free 
^kidnap Briton 



Damning verdict on 
first private child jail 


who would pay 
twice as much 

TO CALL A MOBILE 
PHONE ? 


JOHN BROOKE, the British oil- 
worker kidnapped in Yemen, is 
due to be reunited with his wife 
this morning, having been re- 
leased yesterday by his captors. 

He was taken hostage tty 
tribesmen on Saturday night 
from the oft installation in the 
north of the country where he 
was woriing as an engineer 

His release came as three Is- 
lamic guerrillas were put on 
trial for Iridflk|Jging 16 Vfestera 
tourists last month. Four of 
the twYcttagaa, including three 
Britons, died dnriagarescue atr 
tempt by. Yemeni security 
forces on 29 December. 

The guerrilla leaders yes- 
terday admitted seizing the 
tourists, saying that they were 

taken in revenge for the British 


by John Davison and 

ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

and American air strikes 
against Iraq. 

News, that this latest hostage 
crisis was over came after Mr 
Brooke, 46, had been flown by 
helioopter from an unknown lo- 
cation to the capital, Sanaa. He 

was taken to the Interior Min- 
istry where he was handed 
over to the British ambassador. . 

Mr Brooke then called his 
wife, Katherine. Her first re- 
action was that she was “total- 
ly dated” atthe successful end 
to the abduction. Last night 
speaking from the couple's 
home near Norwich, die added: 
“I am excited, but nervously so. 

I need to be able to see him to 



John Brooke: “Totally elat- 
ed’ to be free 

reassure myself that the news 
is true;” 

There were no details of 
how the crisis was solved. The 


BRITAIN’S FIRST privately run 
cbfldrgtfBjafl is badty designed, 
poorly managed and employs 
staff with inadequate experi- 
ence, according to a scathing 
report by government inspec- 
tors to be published today. 

The Home Office minister 
Paul Boatengwfll use the report 


ed the release of a fellow 
tribesman who was arrested by 
the Tfemeni authorities three 
months ago on a murder 
charge. 


bound, the Group 4 subsidiary 

that runs the jal 

The Medway Secure Train- 
ing Centre in Kent has had a 
troubled histoiy since it opened 
last Aprfl to cater for persfatent 
offenders aged 12 to 14. 

The centre was the scene of 
rioting In June and three 
months later it was visited fay 
a team from the Department of 

Health’s Social Security Zn- 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

spectorate,whoweresaidtobe 
deepty concerned. 

Some ofthe weapons used by 
the young rioters were pieces 
of metal and plaster that had 
been easily prized from the 
buffeting: 

The report is understood to 
Criticise the jail’s managem ent 
for the high turnover of stef^ 30 
of whom have left since the cen- 
tre opened. 

It is also expected to high- 
light the failure of the centre to 
ensure that the inmat es 
were given the agreed amount 
of education and physical 
activity. 

Rebound, which has already 


been shown the report, is un- 
derstood to have protested to 
the Government the chil- 
dren placed in its care were 
more disruptive ami from more 
damaged backgrounds than 
they had been led to expect 
A government official said: 
“Rebound should apologise for 
the mistakes they have made. 
They skimped on the staff and 
they skimped on the budding 
materials.’’ i 

Bui the jail’s management i 
are believed to have tcdd in- 
spectors that Medway was de- 
signed exactly to agreed 
specifications, which would 
have been sufficient had many 
of the children not continued to 
repeat long-held habits of ab- 
sconding and violence; 
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PM attacked 
over private 
visit to wards 


TONY BLAIR disclosed yester- 
day he had been on a Princess 
Diana-styie visit to a hospital ca- 
sualty ward to find out for him- 
self about the stress facing 
overworked nurses coping with 
soaring numbers of patients 
suffering from the flu outbreak. 

The Prime Minister spoke to 
nurses and patients during the 
hour-long unannounced visit 
to St Thomas's hospital oppo- 
site the House of Commons be- 
fore giving a dear signal at 
Question Time that the nurses 
can expect an inflation-busting 
pay increase to tackle nurse 
shortages. 

The Prime Minister's official 
spokesman appeared to con- 
tradict Frank Dobson, the Sec- 
retary of State for Health, who 
last week admitted that the 
NHS was in crisis over the 
extra pressures caused by the 
flu outbreak. “He did not come 
away t hinking that the health 
service is in crisis,” said the 
spokesman. 

That may have risked re- 
peating history with headlines 
saying; “Crisis - what crisis?” 
Twenty years ago. James 
Callaghan returned from 
Guadeloupe and earned the 


By Colin brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

same headlines after dismiss- 
ing an economic crisis, and 
went on to lose the general elec- 
tion, But a hospital spokes- 
woman said; “To be perfectly 
honest, we are not in crisis hoe. 
It has been very busy, but we 
are coping. It is no worse than 
it was last year.” 

Nursing unions accused the 
Prime Minister of making 
“empty promises” on pay and 
insisted there was a crisis. 
Liane Venner, Unison deputy 
head of health for the London 
area said: “I think the fact 
that the Prime Minister has vis- 
ited a hospital is a sign that the 
Government is taking the issue 
seriously but he cannot say 
there is no crisis. “Ask any hos- 
pital nurse who is working very 
very long hours for very, very 
low pay in an overstretched 
hospital and they will tell you 
there is a crisis.” 

The visit had been kept se- 
cret from all but the manage- 
ment of the hospital, who were 
told 24 hours before his arrival, 
but Mr Blair later revealed on 
BBC Radio Five Live that he 


had toured St Thomas’s - 
where Florence Nightingale 
launched nurse training - be- 
cause he wanted to see what it 
was like on the ‘front line*. “I 
went myself to a hospital last 
night and visited the accident 
and emergency department 
and talked to some of the nurs- 
es there.” he said. “And what 
they told me was very, very 
clean Demands are rising the 
whole time and they don't think 
they have toe people to cope 
with it I am well aware of toe 
problem and I can tell you I am 
going to address it” 

William Hague, the Tory 
leaden poured scorn on Mr 
Blair’s visit, ridkxiKng toe Prime 
Minister as “St Tbny of Isling- 
ton”, raising comparisons with 
Diana, Princess of Wales, who 
was in toe habit of making se- 
cret late-night visits to hospital 
wards, including toe operating 
theatre, and visited St Thomas's 
on at least three occasions. 
Nurses warned against empty 
promises on pay. “Promises are 
not good enough. They are no 
good to a nurse working long 
hours for next to nothing,” said 
the Unison spokeswoman. 

Parliament, page 8 


Lawyers to speak for Chile 


THE CHILEAN government will 
be represented at the new law 
lords hearing info whether Gen- 
eral Augusto Pinochet should 
face extradition to Spain. 

The govemmentin Santiago, 
which wants toe former dicta- 
tor to be freed, was given per- 
mission yesterday to make 
submissions at the hearing, 
due to start next week. It will 
have the right to “intervene”, as 
will the civil rights groups 


by Kim Sengupta 

Amnesty International and 
Human Rights Watch, which 
want General Pinochet fried. 

Lord Browne-Wilkinson, the 
chairman at yesterday’s Lords 
hearing, confirmed The Inde- 
pendent's report that a senior 
law lord had stepped down 
from the new panel to judge the 
case after objections from Gen- 
eral Pinochet's lawyers. 


A decision that the general 
does not have immunity from 
prosecution was set aside by fel- 
low law lords because of Lord 
Hoffmann's failure to dedare his 
links with Amnesty. 

The Independent reported 
yesterday thk LordWboil, Mas- 
ter of the Rolls, was not included 
in the new panel after toe gen- 
eral’s legal team objected to his 
fand-raismg links with Amnesty 
Leading artide, Review page 3 



This orphan pygmy hippo «nak<*g her public debut at Whipsnade wild animal park where she is doing well 
being raised by keepers after her mother died daring an emergency Caesarean four weeks ago Fiona Hanson 


Downing Street prize draw 
leaves Labour in the lurch 


A SIGHTSEEING trip to Down- 
ing Street was offered to 
Labour supporters as a prize in 
a fund-raising draw. 

The trip was advertised for 
today but was cancelled amid 
apparent confusion ' over ' 
whether the Prime Minister's 
residence had been opened up 
to visitors. 

A Labour spokeswoman 
claimed that any MP could 
now take constituents into No 
10 under government plans to 
improve public access, but 
Downing Street said there was 
no such facility. 

Labour supporters in Liver- 
pool had been invited to pay £M 
fora coach trip to the House of 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

Commons, with a buffet lunch 
and wine included. The pro- 
ceeds were to go to Fresh Start 
for Liverpool, a campaign tbget 
Labour re-elected to the city 
council, and 12 “lucky winners” 
of a prize draw would be given 
a tour of Downing Street 
Jane Kennedy, the Liverpool 
Wavertree MP who organised 
the event said she cancelled it 
when she saw toe leaflet ad- 
vertising toe trip because the 
prize draw idea added by party 
staff was “not appropriate”. 
She said she believed MPs 
could take groups inside No 10, 


though not for party fund- 
raising. “It was just a mistake 
... there was notoh^sinfofec” 

A Labour spokeswoman said 
any constituency MP could 
take invited guests inside Num- 
ber 10's state rooms, including 
toe liberal Democrat MP Nor- 
man Baker who wrote to Tony 
Blair when he heard about the 
trip, asking when he could take 
a group from his party. 

“He is more than welcome at 
any time to take Liberal De- 
mocrat activists or anybody at 
all who wants to go into Down- 
ing Street," toe spokeswoman 
said. “If he rings up the politi- 
cal office and says be would like 
to take people round they can 


organise it We were clear that 
we wanted Downing Streetto 
be a lot more accessible . . . It is 
a public building and this is gv- 
ing it back to the state.” 

She was contradicted by a 
Downing Street spokeswoman 
who said MPs were not entitled 
to take groups round, but they 
could take people to have their 
pictures taken outside toe door 
if they asked toe police in ad- 
vance. “As far as we are con- 
cerned no such tour was 
planned and no such tour would 
be allowed. It is not permissi- 
ble to use the premises for 
party fund-raising.” she said. 

Mr Baker said the idea was 
“tacky in toe extreme". 


Heath to 
register * 

LS 

interests 

BY ANDREW GRICE 


SIR EDWARD Heath is to make 
a “dean breast" of his business 
interests after allegations that 
he has breached the rules 
under which MPs must disclose 
their work outside Parliament 

In a surprise U-turn, the 
former Tory prime minister is 
to amend his entry in toe MPs' 
Register of Interests, revealing 
four new paid jobs in the new 
list to be published in March. 

However; Sir Edward’s re- 
think will not head off an in- 
vestigation by Elizabeth FQlrin, 
the Commons standards 
watchdog who takes 19 her 
post next month. Her office 
has written to Fraser Kemp, a 
Labour backbencher, saying 
an inquiry will be launched 
into Sr Edward’s case follow- 
ing a complaint by toe ME 

In his current e n try in toe 
register; Sir Edward, the 
Longest-serving MP in toe 
House, the onfy outside post 
fisted is his r»hairTnanghTp of 
Dumpton Gap, an unlimited 
private company. 

His new entry wifi state that 
be is also a senior adviser to 
Cosco UK, the British branch of 
the China Ocean Shaping Com- 
pany, owned by toe Chinese 
government; a member of the 
advisory group of the China 
Index Fluid Ltd, run by toe in- 
surance group Commercial 
General Union; an internation- 
al adviser to Praemium Impe- 
riale, a major arts awardbacked 
by Japanes e businessmen; and 
a member of th& governing 
board of toe Centre for Global 
Energy Shkfies, a London-based 
think-tank set up by Sheikh 
Ahmed Zakn&mani, the former 
Saudi petroleum minister. 

The former prime minister 
has always argued that he (fid 
not need to list the four posts 
on the grounds that he he was 
not acting in his capacity as an 
MP when acting as a paid ad- 
viser to them. He is said to take 
seriously toe criticism that has 
been made afhis behaviour but 
remains confident that he has 
not breached Commons rules. 
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BRITAIN TODAY 
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1 N Temperature. ®C 

Wind speed, mph 
Ijyr and direction 



FORECAST 

General i to ndan : Scotland and Northern Ireland will sort cold with isolated 
wintry showers. A more organised band of rain will mow across, falling as sleet 
and snow on the hills and mountains: It win again be windy isolated showers 
across Wales, northern and western England mis morning win merge, to rive 


across Wales, northern and western England mis morning win merge, to give 
some longer periods of rain with snow possible over the mountains. The rest of 
the UK w(U begin cold but bright with fewer showers, although an Increase in 
cloud Is expected later. 

Channel b, Cent SSSE England, London, E England, E Anglia: It will start 
cord but generally dry with sunny spells before doud Increases this afternoon. A 
moderate westerly wind. Max temp 5-8C 

Midlands: A mix of sunny spells and Isolated showers this morning. Becomm 


temp 5-SC (4I-46F1- 

SW A NW England, Wales, Cent N ft HE England, Lake Oise, bln at Man: 

isolated showers this morning. Rain this afternoon with mountain sleet and snow 
possible. A rresn west to south-westerly wind. Max temp 5-0C (41-46F1. 

N Eretaod: Overcast and very windy with heavy rain turning to Showers during 
rtw_aftemoan. A strong to gale force south-westerly wind. Max temp 5-7C [41- 

SWA NW Sc o tlan d, Glasgow, IM liter Rather windy with early showers 


lands A strong to gale force south-westerly wind. Max temp 3-5C 137-A1F). 


(37-39F1. 


OUTLOOK 

It will turn milder in the south and windy across the country with heavy rain 
5^sid^swi*-easnwrds. Overnight ram may linger into Saturday morning In the 
south-east. The rest of the country will turn colder with showers and sunny spells. 





LIGHTING UP 


YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 


M raue Cufdrose. Cornwall 10C (S0F) 

Belfast 4.27pm to 8.38am ColdeK (day|: L Gtasnoch., 1C (34F) 

Birmingham 4.21pm to 8.11am Wettest: PWnbrey Sands. 0.711ns 

£££. "IK 5 S:5K 

load oa 4.19pm to 8.00am For 24hrs to 2jxn Wettoesday 

M a nrti aster 4.18pm to 8.18am 

Newcastle 4.07pm to 8.22am 


HIGH TIDES 

AM HT PM HT 
M w w oett <t.39 108 5.02 11.1 

Cork 3.03 3.8 3J8 3.8 

P e eonpo rt 3.09 4.8 3.33 4.8 

Dowr 831 5.7 9.2T 5.8 

Dun Laogbabe 9.27 3.6 9.51 3.6 

FUroooth 2.40 4.6 3.04 4.6 

Greenock 10.38 3 0 10.40 2.9 

Harwfch 9.33 3.3 10.00 3.4 

Holyhead 8.17 4.9 8-38 4.8 

KeC (Albert Dfc] 3.57 7.4 4 2 2 7.6 , 

Klncs Lym 4.06 5.2 4.38 5.5 . 

Uttta 12.12 4.6 12.32 4B 1 

Liverpool 8.59 8.0 9J22 6-1 

W Mf ord Ihr a 3.54 5.7 4.16 5.8 

N e w q u a y 2.50 5.7 3.11 5.8 

Portland 4.27 1.5 4.42 1.5 

PPCt sm oo ll i 9.T5 4.1 9.48 4.7 

PeDM 5.57 3.8 6.17 3.9 

StBrtmroqgfi 1.47 4.8 2.15 5.0 

Wide 9.09 3.1 9.32 3.1 

Height measur e d fri metres 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


Aberdeen 1.3 0 20 3 37 

Anglesey 3.4 0.75 6 43 

Avlemere 0.9 0.0 1 2 36 

Belfast 1 8 0.34 3 37 

Birndnghani 1.4 0.(0 ' 5 41 

Bournemouth 0.3 0.59 8 46 

Bristol 2.5 0.35 - 9 48 

Burton 0 0.41 ' 3 37 

Cardiff 2.1 0 50 10 50 


Edinburgh 

EmMth 

Fishguard 

Folkestone 

Glasgow 

Hastings 


tsfe-of-wfgfie 

kersey 


Ler w i c k 

UtsMunapton 


London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 


NO, SO, 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 


SUN ft MOON 


Son rises: 08.01 
Sen sets: 16.19 
Moon rises: 04.55 
Moon sees: 13.59 
New book 17 Jai 


WEATHERLINE 

For the larest toreasa dial 089T 5009 
foBimed by die ten dgta for your area. 
Sowtt The Mcl Office. Calls charged at 
50p Der nrin (Inc VAT] 


Margate 


Newquay 2.1 
Norwich 0 

Oxford 0.7 

Ros s oo-wys 2.6 
Salcoobe 
Scarborough 0 
Star e ws bu ry 2.1 
Sout h end 
Southport 
Stornoway 0.6 
Swanage 1.1 
•fcnby 2.7 

T awi na y 1.5 


■foymoneh 7.8 0J7 9 68 

24 boors to 6pm (GMT) Tuesday: 
Information by PA MfeatherCencre 


Come Rain 
OR SHINE... 
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THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 



Low H will run eastwards, absorbing tow G. High 0 is almost stationary 
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Ifaria taupe 
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La ft* 

3 37 

Laps 

-3 27 
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14 57 

Usboa 

16 61 

LwAaptas 

22 72 

BUirid 

19 66 

Mafona 

28 92 

HMan 

26 79 

Mata 

8 46 

Manta 

-17 1 

Kleoca 

15 59 

BcSkbwe 

5 41 

Meries dry 

2 36 

(Sard 

17 63 

BBw 

3 37 

IibNi i 

15 59 

Mewreal 

14 57 

MmWH 5 

21 70 

Mwkb i 

-«l 12 

Nairobi 

11 52 

Napks 

25 77 


12 54 

KawOdbi 1 

31 88 

Has Orleans 

23 73 

Hewlfarfc 

18 64 

ttce 

22 n 

Wmb 

22 n 

Otto 

12 54 

Paris 

0 32 

Pddnt 

29 84 
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sq Run-down, sprawling and decayed. 

a Ujs 


|53&, 



Are our cities the worst in Europe? 


BY NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Wm 

BRITAIN’S CITIES are among 


the worst in Europe and face 


fee threat of falling into run- 

"•••’•I: 

away decay. That vision was 


outlined yesterday by Lord 


Rogers of Riverside, now the 
nation’s most influential 



architect, in a report to fee 
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Government 

The key to preventing such 
a fate lies in the hands of the 
middle classes, who are leaving 
cities to seek a better life. If this 
continues and owner-occupied 
suburbs continue to sprawl out 
into the countryside, there is a 
danger of entire neighbour- 
hoods becoming deserted. The 
solution, says Lord Rogers, 
would be compact, attractive 
urban quarters where people 
can walk to the shops, work and 
play. But this will work only if 
the middle classes can be per- 
suaded once again to live near 
the centre instead of in “soul- 
less, alienated 7 ’ suburbs. 

Sharing the Vision, pro- 
duced by the Urban Task Force, 
which is made up of figures 
from the development industry, 
big city councils and academia, 
says the threat of further de- 
cline comes partly from con- 
centrations of poverty in the big 
cities, bringing crime, disorder 
and family breakdown. 

Lord Rogers, the taskforce 
chairman, said: “We have seen 
a worsening of the quality of life 
in our cities. They have fallen 
from near the top of the Euro- 
pean league to near the bottom. 
Bad cities brutalise people and 
they wish to escape from 
them." 

Council and housing associ- 
ation homes for low-income 
tenants must mix with owner- 
occupied housing. “We want a 
situation where you can't see 
the difference between social 
and market bousing.” said Lord 
Rogers, designer of the Mil- 
lennium Dome. 

Britain's planners, archi- 
tects and developers are also at 
fault for the dismal state of 
Britain’s cities. “There is quite 
dearly a lack of skills," he said 
‘Tm particularly conscious of 
this when I go abroad - there 
has been a general running- 
down of our skills. We must 
move away from the idea that 
building is a matter of making 
a fast buck.” 

Averting the creation of 
urban ghettos comes at a high 
price. “An urban renaissance is 
not going to come easily or 
cheaply.” says the report 
Sweeping changes in taxation, 
^.legislation and Britain's anti- 
* ' urban culture will be needed. 
“The Government, in partner- 
ship with the private sector, is 
going to have to do much 
more.” 

Part of the answer is “to 
drastically limit suburban 
sprawl and out-of-town devel- 
opment”, says the interim re- 
port. It welcomes moves 
already made in this direction, 
but says: “Much more needs to 
be done to make it harder and 
more expensive to develop out 
of town." Public transport 
should be favoured above the 
car “to minimise pollution and 
congestion". 

Lord Rogers and the task- 
force’s secretary; Jon Rouse, 



URBAN LIFE IN BRITAIN AND FRANCE 



LYON 

Population: 416.000 (city). 

1.963.94J (conurbation) 

Public transport: Three high-speed train 
stations, international airport, metro 
system, buses. 

New developments: Expanding 
conference centre, new Hilron hotel and 
casino, plan to divert major motorway 
around city, planned museum of technology. 

Deprivation: High unemployment and 
poverty in high-rise suburbs around city. 


THE LATEST proof rhat the 
1 .963941 people in France's 
second city cannot be wrong 
came in October, when the 
Mayor of Lyon. Raymond 
Barre. asked to borrow 1 00m 
francs (£1 0m) for improve- 
ments. In two weeks all “Lyon 
2000" bonds had been 
bought. 

Yet. according to a survey 
by the council, most Lyonnais 
believe they pay coo much tax 
to an ill-organised adminis- 


tration. And. in common with 
most Continental metropo- 
lises. the concept of inner-city 
deprivation is unknown on the 
bourgeois streets of Lyon, 
which has a metro and buses, 
three high-speed train sta- 
tions and plans for trams. 

The trouble is in the sub- 
urbs: greacer Lyon has some 
of the most violent high-rise 
slums in France, where un- 
employment reaches 25 per 
cent among second-genera- 


tion North African youths. The 
average joblessness Figure 
for Lyon is 1 2 per cent. 

Twinned with Birmingham 
since 1951. Lyon is only now 
losing the s’ which for years 
inexplicably plagued its end- 
ing in English orthography. 

This summer, as part of an 
ever-improving partnership 
between the cities. "Lyon 
Week" will be held in Birm- 
ingham. 

ALEX DUVAL SMITH 



BIRMINGHAM 

Population: Birmingham City - 989.000. 
West Midlands conurbation - 2.7 million. 

Public transport: Intercity train service, 
international airport. Suburban railway 
network. In spring a El 45m section of its 
overground metro opens. Buses. 

New developments: International 
Convention Centre, Symphony Hall. 

Deprivation: England's fifth most deprived 
council area, after Liverpool, Newham (in 
London), Manchester and Hackney. 


Lord Rogers, who gave a dire warning that Britain's cities faced the threat of terminal decay 


John Vjos 


wfli say little about their final 
recommendations. There is in- 
tense debate within the group 
about what these should be. 

But they will certainly in- 
clude new ways of raising fi- 
nance for urban regeneration, 
such as tax-breaks for devel- 
opers, and changes in compul- 
sory purchase powers for 
councils to make it easier for 
them to buy blighted land for re- 
development The taskforce is 
also expected to recommend 
new incentives for owning and 
restoring homes in urban 
areas, although it denied re- 
ports that it favoured removing 
the tax relief on mortgages for 
homes built on greenfield sites. 

The report says the bad rep- 
utation of inner-city state 
schools are identified as one of 
the key factors driving home 
owners out of inner cities. But 
it also concludes there is a 
deep seated anti-urban cul- 
ture. “The English are an 
urban people who prefer to 
live in a mock-up of the coun- 


tryside.” Up to 5 million extra 
homes are needed over the 
next 25 years, mainly because 
people are living longer and 
spending more years living 
alone. The task force believes 
most, but not all, of these will 
have to be built within existing 
towns and cities, in ways that 
enhance rathe - than overcrowd 
them. Lord Rogers said about 
a third would probably have to 
be built on greenfield sites. 
The report warns that a mass 
of new housing was “urbanism 
on a mega-scale which, if not 
well planned, could destroy 
both existing towns and the 
countryside ”. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, said the kind of 
cities the taskforce envisaged 
would have a much-improved 
environment and far fewer 
problems of poverty. 

But he was attacked by the 
Council for the Protection of 
Rural England (CPRjE), repre- 
sented on the taskforce, for 
continuing to allow massive 


new greenfield housing devel- 
opments. Tbny Burton. of the 
council, said “The taskforce is 
being undermined by continu- 
ing allocation of greenfield sites 
for thousands of new houses, 
and the Government’s failure to 
support reduced house-bufldfog 
plans in pressured areas of 
rural England.” 

Tonight Lord Rogers flies to 
the Netherlands with Mr 
Prescott He will be showing the 
Deputy Prime Minister some 
examples of Dutch urban re- 
generation, which he believes 
are far in advance of British 
practice. 

Yesterday Mr Prescott 
warmty welcomed the report, 
the final version of which will be 
produced later this year along- 
side a long list of recommen- 
dations. 

What remains to be seen is 
whether the Treasury and 10 
Downing Street will rise to the 
challenge of making suburban 
“Sierra Man" learn to love 
European-styte urban living. 


Birmingham's CITY centre 
has been transformed by 
ambitious and highly praised 
new developments during 
the Nineties. 

But its council admits that 
Britain's second city still has 
a long way to go. The core is 
largely surrounded by run 
down inner city wards where 
poverty is concentrated. 

According to a recent Gov- 
ernment report it ranks as die 


fifth most deprived council 
area in England. 

The upwardly mobile still 
tend to move out of Birm- 
ingham if they can and yet. 
compared to other big British 
cities, such as Liverpool and 
Glasgow. Birmingham's pop- 
ulation has declined much less 
rapidly, and Its problems of 
deprivation are not as severe. 

There is a boom in city cen- 
tre living, with thousands of 


new apartments being built. 
The council is teaming up with 
developers to erase the worst 
of the grim Sixties devel- 
opments. And it is breaking 
through the "concrete collar" 
of the inner ring road which 
cut Birmingham's centre off 
from the rest of the city. The 
hope is that this regeneration 
can spread into the run down 
neighbourhoods beyond. 

NICHOLAS SCHOON 




Even our poorest areas 
have sense of civic pride 
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SINCE WRITING Cities for a 
Small Planet Lord Rogers has 
taken to wearing bicycle dips 
during lectures. It gets evay- 
one’s attention when he points 
out that when cars overrun 
the city we will not be able to 
breathe property, let alone 
travel anywhere. Sis favourite 
slide at these lectures shows 
small bpys playing football on 
a grassed-over street between 
rows of terraced houses. 

So Lord Rogers comes from 
a very special position when, as 
chairman of the Government's 
Urban Task Fbrce, he cl ai ms 
that “the overall quality of life 
in En glish cities has been di- 
minishing for a long time mid 
compares very poorly with 
ofeer European dties" 

John Gummer. former envi- 
ronment secretary, would not 
agree. “It’s a very difficult case 
to uphold,” he says. “First of all 
Pngitah homes have signifi- 
cantly greatenspace than Con- 
tinental homes - a third agai n . 
The a yw’rinfol evidence is sim- 
ple. When we went to look at 
British council-owned property 
in the last government we as- 



NONIE 

Niesewand 

sumed one spare bedroom was 
proper for each household Not 
one other country in Europe 
would accept that Or as much 


Even poor boroughs have a 
sense of civic pride. Tty telling 
the residents of Ha&ney in 
' north-east London, with their 
contemporary art studios ami 
galleries, that they are living in 
an ugly, sprawling area. Or the 
residents of nearby Tower 
Hamlets that they do not have 
a neighbourhood. 

Newcastle is now so fash- 
ionable that advertising agen- 
cies try rah new products on the 
locals. Tell the residents that 


they would be better off living 
in Lyons. There iszrta Geardie 
who would swop. 

This doomwatch comes at a 

time when Britain is seen as the 

hottest - or coolest, depending 
on your terminology - country 
in Europe. 

The Netherlands shaped up 
much better than Britain when 
Lord Rogers took a fact-finding 
tour there. What impressed 
him was a mix of low-income 
families living in two-storey 
homes mixed wito larger apart- 
ment blocks around a square 
which doubles as school play- 
ground. He was also impressed 
by the “high” level of rehabili- 
tation of older terraced prop- 
erties, as well as Amsterdam's 
car-free housing programme. 
And the key to it all, says Lord 
Rogers, is quality not quantity, 
which upholds that old egali- 
tarian modernist maxim “less 
is more". 

Yet the Urban Ifcsk Farce 
has to advise the Government 
which needs more than 4 mil- 
lion new households by 2016. 
That is about twice fee number 
of dwellings currently in Lon- 


don, or more than 45 times 
those of M2 ton Keynes. 

“This is urbanism on a mega 
scale which, if not well planned, 
could destroy both existing 
towns and the countryside," 
the Urban TbskFbrce warns. So 
they are looking at regenerat- 
ing city centres which, it is 
true, are Weaker than their 
European counterparts. 

When technological charge 
emptied textile mills and tele- 
phone exchanges, factories and 
warehouses in our post-indus- 
trial cities, we let them rot In 
Paris they turned them into 
chic loft-living with a fashion- 
able address. Entrepreneurial 
is french for farsighted 

The new Tate Gallery at 
Bankside in London will be 
housed in the old power station 
25 years after fee French put 
their Impressionist collection 
made an old train shed at the 
Qua! (FOrsay. But then, as John 
Gummer says: “Success in 
France is measured by having 
an address in the best ar- 
rondissement in Paris. In 
Britain it's a vicarage in the 
country." 
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I just 


can’t 


resist a 


bargain” 


Treat yourself to 
3 nights 

for the price of 2 
at Posthouse 


London 


3 nights | North of England 3 nights 


London - Bloomsbury 
London - Gatwick 
London - Hampstead 
London - Heathrow' 
London - Regent's Park 


£130 Bolton* (The Beaumont) 
£110 Brighouse’ 

£124 Carlisle' 

£100 Chester 
£138 Grimsby 


South of England 3 nights 


Ashford 

Basingstoke' 

Bexley 

Bristol 

Croydon 

Dover 

Fareham’ 

Famborough 

Guildford 

Havant 1 

Heme! Hempstead 
Maidstone/Sevenoaks 
Plymouth 
Portsmouth' 

Reading 

Rochester 

South Mimms 

Southampton' 

Southampton/Eastleigh' 

Swindon 

Taunton 


Hull Manna 
Lancaster' 

Leeds/ Bradford 
Leeds/Selby 
Leeds- (The Queen's) 
Liverpool* '(The Gladstone) 
Manchester' 

Manchester Airport 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

Preston 

Sheffield 

Teesside' 

Wakefield 

Warrington/Runcom 

Washington’ 


ist of England 


Basildon 

Brentwood 

Cambridge 

Colchester 


Central England 


Birmingham 
Birmingham Airport 
Birmingham City' 


Derby/Burton' 
Gloucester 
High Wycombe 
Leicester ' 


Peterborough 

Stevenage 

* Net pvt of »e PreOwuse brand 
’ Vtfmvet JV*(a6tf fy 




Milton Keynes 
Nottingham City 
Nottingham/Derby 
Walsall* (The Boundary) 


I Scotland, Ireland 

I and V/afc5 

3 nights 1 

Aberdeen' 

£80 

Belfast 

£74 

Cardiff 

£88 




Cardiff City' 

Dublin Airport : (1R£) 
Edinburgh' 

Glasgow (Erskine Bridge) 
Glasgow Airport' 
Glasgow City 
Swansea' 


TOWS S CONDITIONS 

fttna are pw person bassfl on 3 R^ms 
aaoranodflOmi (Fn/Sai and 5uu tun tradKkKOi 
bfeattast, 3 courn dimer ft VOT a 17.5% based 
w tu« people cturag a standard Mn/dotfa 
reora. Far nM-seet aratfflSfr and pricing cal 
rewaMits far dealt up u 2 d*Sren indn 
10 stay and wt tree whsi 4onng a roam triUi up 
to 2 sut > see Pnancu® lean Breaks brodnre 
fcr U terns and awttara. AA nscrenms are 
BAfed to ora/bUHr «*b a muted umber of mm 
aaiable at these pramotunal rates. Cam* be 
used to cwwdjcnirth any oilier offer » special 
premotwa Stogie oautancy suBptaneffls apoty. 


Posthouse 


Offer available for breaks taken up to and including. 14 Feb 1999 
Sec your travel agent or cell 


0345 40 40 40 
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Kidnap gang leader confesses 


By Frank Gardner 



THE LEADER of fee militant Is- 
lamist kidnappers who seized 
16 Westers tourists in Yemen 
last month admitted in court 
yesterday Kdnappmg feem and 
urging them as human shields. 
He boasted that he “abducted 
the infidels because their gov- 
ernments attach ed Muslims 
infescnminatdy”. 

Britons Ruth wnUamson, 34, 
Margaret Whitehouse, 52, Peter 
Rowe, 60 and Australian An- 
drew Thirsk, 35, were killed in 
a botched rescue attempt on 29 
December: 

Zeis al-Abidine al-Mihdar- 
also known as Abu Hassan- the 
leader of the group, and the 
brothers Ahmed Mohammed 
AitfandSaad Mohammed Ati£ 
were charged with kidnapping 
in a heavily guarded Ybmeni 
court 

Far from denying the charge 
of kidnap, which carries the 
death penally foYhmen, Mr AI- 
Mihdar shouted defiantly that 
his group h ad done everything 
in the name of God and feat he 
had no regrets. 

Tbe’VsaetdaaQitxitiesw&e 
dearly nervous feat some fee 
thousands of well-armed sup- 
porters that Mr AI-Mihdar 
claims to have would choose 
this moment to spring him 
from captivity. 

The tiny Yemeni coastal 
town of Ztopbar had never seen 
such a display of security. In the 
bustling market place, where 
camels ambled past veiled 
women who sat around in the 
heat, uniformed police were 
spaced at 50-yard intervals. 

Outsde the court house, sol- 
diers manned enonnous Russ- 
ian marhinp guns on the backs 
of pick-up trades. When fee 
dosed white van drew up wife 
fee three defendants insid e, 
there was chaos as police tried 
to prevent photographs being 
taken The men entered, blink- 
ing in fee harsh sunlight, before 
being jostled into fee court 
room in handcuffs. 

After brief formalities, the 
men were read their charges, 



ran 


Lawrence Whitehouse at Long Sutton Primary School for a service for his wife, Margaret, a former teacher at the school Tim Ockenden 


which including executing a 
campaign of bombing, kidnap- 
ping and killin g in Southern 
Yfemen. No mention was made 
of fee five Britons detained in 
Aden, whom the Yemeni gov- 
ernment has been darning 
are linked to the kidnappers. 
Yetnerfs ambassador has made 
dear that fee five have not yet 
been char ged, fee Foreign Of- 
fice said last night. 

Mr Al-Mihdar then deliv- 
ered a calm and terrifying dia- 


tribe in Arabic against the West 

nhrig tiani ty anri nil PJ SSU Ch as 

President Bin Clinton. He said 
he and his followers were try- 
ing to breach the blockade 
against Muslims by Britain, 
America, France and their al- 
lies. “Are we going to see fee 
cross raised in this region," he 
tiie court rhetorically 
“or the [Muslim] crescent? We 
are going to break fee cross in 
this country and the same 
blood feat was spilt in 


Afghanis tan qriTT he gpflt a gairret 

fee Crusaders." 

Smiling frequently as if fee 
trial was all a huge game, Mr 
AI-Mihdar gave his blow-by- 
blow version of fee shoot-out in 
which four of his hostages died 
and two were injured. He de- 
nied killing any himself, but 
freefy admitted using them as 
human shields a gains t the ad- 
vancing government troops. 
“God sent feem to us, so we 
took them,” he said. “We kid- 


napped them to fight their 
countries because they dotft be- 
lieve in God or our Prophet" 
Mr Al-Mihdar was visibly 
aware that he has little chance 
of escaping execution and has 
even refused a defence lawyer. 
In fee half-hour recess, he chat- 
ted amicably to journalists and 
even his government captors. 
We asked him if he knew the 
five Britons detained in Aden on 
suspicion of terrorism. He 
replied: “No." He also denied 


knowing fee British radical 
Muslim deric. Abu Hamza AJ- 
Misri, who told said this week 
feat fee kidnappers had called 
him last month. 

Before the court adjourned 
until after fee Islamic Eid hol- 
iday next week, fee leader of fee 
kidnappers issued a chillin g 
call to his followers- “For those 
who are still at large," he said, 
“I hope they will continue the 
Jihad against fee Crusaders. 
May God strike you alL" 


Families of ‘Chechen Four’ want truth 



FOREIGN Office minister Tbny 
Lloyd was last night under 
growing pressure to explain 
the full details of fee Govern- 
ment’s dealings with the four 
engineers who were murdered 
in Chechnya last month. 

Yesterday The Independent 

revealed that, despite publicly 
insisting it had advised fee 
men ndt to travel there, it had 
actually asked feem to report 
back on conditions in Chechnya. 
The developments come as the 
faimty of one of the victims, Dar- 
ren Hickey prepare to bury the 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 


26-year-old at a Roman Catholic 
Church in Kingston, Surrey 
today. Mr Hickey’s sister Deb- 
orah, saidyesterday: “It’s hypo- 
critical of the Foreign Office. 
When fee men were killed they 
were blaming Granger Tele- 
com. They knew that this had 
been going on.” 

Yesterday Tory foreign 
affairs spokeswoman Cheryl 
GiUan demanded a full expla- 
nation of what fee Government 
had said to Granger Telecom, 


which employed three of fee 
men. Yesterday she wrote to Mr 
Lloyd saying: “You refer to the 
department’s ‘formal advice’. 
This begs the question as to 
whether informal advice was 
given. You also pose a series of 
questions which would give the 
impression to any reasonable 
person feat you were more 
than content to allow Granger’s 
work to continue. 

“The tone of the letter 
clearty could be interpreted as 
informal encouragement to fee 
company to ... provide infor- 


mation to theFbreignand Com- 
monwealth Office.” 

Three of the men. Rudolf 
Petschi, 42, Darren Hickey and 
Stanley Shaw, 58, were 
employed by Granger to install 
mobile telephone equipment A 
fourth, Peter Kennedy 46. 
worked for British Tfelecom 

After fee men were kid- 
napped, m Odnber last yean the 
Foreign Office toasted feat its 
advice had been not to travel to 
Chechnya. After they were 
executed, Mr Lloyd told fee 
Commons, that the advice had 


been “dear and unambigu- 
ous” But in a letter written last 
August the Foreign Office said 
that since fee company was to 
Chechnya it would “welcome" 
its views on the opportunities 
for investment the influential 
people to the republic and any 
information about Jon James 
and Camilla Carr, two British 
aid workers who were being 
held hostage to Chechnya. 

Peter Kennedy's MR Liberal 
Democrat Raul Keetch, said 
yesterday he did not think there 
was anything wrong wife ask- 


ing the company to report back 
on Ms Carr and Mr James. But 
he added: “There is a need for 
an Inquiry, not only into what 
was said but on the whole issue 
of travel advice given to people 
travelling to dangerous places.” 

A Pbreign Office spokesman 
refused to say whether any 
information was passed to the 
intelligence services but said it 
would have been “irresponsible 
in the extreme” not to ask 
about Mr Janies and Ms Carr. 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 
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DNA ‘robot’ 
could repair 
body tissue 


IN BRIEF 


Poor 'need savings scheme help' 

A LOW-COST current account offered through fee Post 
Office and flexible financial products are needed to help 
poor consumers avoid being driven to loan sharks, the 
Office of Fhir Trading said today. The watchdog said to a 
report that millions of people on low-incomes and benefits 
were being excluded from essential financial sendees. 


By Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 



SCIENTISTS HAVE builta “gene 
machine.” out of DNA which 
could form fee basis of a robot 
anaD enough to be iqjected into 
fee body to repair tissues. 

A breakthrough to bull ding 
DNA molecules that can be 
moved at will might be the 
forerunner of robots which 
could patrol the body in a sim- 
ilar way to fee submarine ad- 
venture to the film Fbntosiic 
Ifoj/ape. A robotic arm has been 
made of DNA molecules to an 
attempt to build machines for 
chemical factories so small 
that hundreds could fit on a pin- 
head. 

Some scientists envisage 
that more advanced versons of 
the robots could guard the 
bods seeking and destroyingin- 
vading microbes, scraping 
furred-up arteries and repair- 
ing tissues ravaged by ageing. 

The robotic arm is thou- 
sands of times smaller than the 
smallest metal cogs and 
wheels, themselves onfy visible 
under a microscope, that have 
been made as part of research 
into nano-technology. 

The devices are on fee scale 
of a millionth of a millimetre. 
Scientists at New York Uni- 
versity, led by Nadrian See- 
man, a chemistry professor; 
built the arm of a nano-robot 
out of strands of DNA, fee 
chemical blueprint of organ- 
isms, wffife has fee innate abfi- 



Drunken pair on airport runway 

A DRUNKEN couple were arrested after walking into fee 
path of an incoming aircraft at Manchester airport The 
pilot was forced to circle for 15 minutes on Tuesday as 
police removed Whyne Wormald of Manchester and 
Jacqueline Wasidd of Cbeefeam HOI and charged feem 
with trespassing and endangering fee safety of an aircraft 
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Thntastic Voyage’: Not so 
far-fetched a concept now 


Jobless interviews condemned 

GOVERNMENT PLANS to make jobless single parents and 
fee disabled attend interviews or lose benefits were con- 
demned. Mencap said interviewers would not be able to 
communicate wife people with learning difficulties and fee 
National Council for One-Parent Families said it could 
make parents put work ahead of responsibilities as parents. 


do things 


where 


ity to replicate itself. “Using 
synthetic DNA ... we have con- 
structed a controllable molec- 
ular-mechanical system ... In 
the longterm fee work will have 
implications for fee develop- 
ment of nano-scale robots and 
for molecular manufacturing," 
Professor Seeman said. 

His team has already made 
static devices from DNA but 
this is believed to be fee first 
time anyone has produced a 
moving structure from a bio- 
logical molecule. 

A more immediate goal of 
the research is to place nano- 
robots on a “production line" to 
make complex substances, 
such as genetically engineered 
drugs, feat are now made fay 
micro-organisms. 

Professor Seeman said 
there are still formidable ob- 
stacles to using roving robots 
in fee body but it is the land of 
futuristic application many peo- 
ple are thinking about. 


Speed-up in air pollution curbs 

THE GOVERNMENT yesterday announced an accelerated 
crackdown on air pollution, but admitted that it could not 
meet its current target to reduce fee pollutants regarded 
as the most health-threatening - particulates. These 
microscopic particles emitted by lorries and buses are 
thought to account for thousands of deaths a year 


you want 


Crisis in Ulster hospitals 

A CRISIS meeting was held in Belfast last ni g h t as more 
than 80 patients waited in hospitals across Northern 
Ireland for emergency surgery for broken bones. Local 
Health minister John McFhll has admitted there is a 
shortage of orthopaedic surgeons in the province and said 
more would be recruited. 
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Additive 
in toys 
linked to 
cancer 
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• a GROUP of chemicals com- 
monly used to sol ten children's 
toys are almost 20 times more 
dangerous than previously 
thought, research shows. 

James Bridges, a British 
scientist reviewing the matter 
for the European Commission, 
said parents should “take pre- 
cautions” to stop children 
chewing toys at length. The 
data has prompted bans on 
the chemicals' use in toys in six 
countries but not yet in’the UK. 

Studies in the Netherlands 
show the softeners, phthalates. 
found in teething rings and 
other items that children under 
three chew on, are easOy re- 
leased into saliva Animal tests 
have found high doses of two 
common phthalates. D1NP and 
DEHP can cause liver and kid- 
ney cancer; and shrink testides. 
st The European Commission 
>J considered a blanket ban in 
June, before the Dutch results 
were published. The move, 
backed by the EU commis- 
sioner Emma Bonino, failed 
by one vote. “I think Madame 
Bonino would have pushed 
harder for action to be taken if 
she bad seen these results at 
the time,” Professor Bridges 
said yesterday. 

Though phthalates are wide- 
ly used in industry to soften 
hard plastics such as PVC, 
their use in toys has become 
controversial because chil- 
•Iren’s low weight, developing 
Oology and potentially long ex- 
posure makes them relatively 
more sensitive to chemicals. 
Furthermore, many toys are de- 
signed to be sucked. 

The Dutch tests, done with 
adults, investigated how much 
DLNP would be released into 
saliva and potentially swal- 
lowed when a toy was sucked. 
Preliminary results alarmed 


HOME NEWS/5 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

the scientists sufficiently that 
they recommended halving in- 
fants' exposure time and low- 
ering the allowable exposure of 
the chemicals eighteen-fold. 

“The worry is about children 
continually chewing these," 
said Professor Bridges. “You 
can either have no risk - by 
removing the toy - or stop chil- 
dren chewing them continu- 
ously. But we are particularly 
concerned about children who 
are institutionalised, say in a 
poorly run day-care centre or 
hospital, since they tend to 
chew toys because they have 
nothing else to do.” 

After the results were re- 
leased, six countries, including 
Austria and Canada, banned 
the chemicals from children's 
toys, while Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway and Greece are 
preparing legal grounds to ban ! 
them. 

A spokesman for the British 
Plastics Federation, repre- 
senting the industry, said yes- 
terday: “We are not aware of 
this Dutch research but we do 
know that the information and 
experience available to us 
hasn't shown any problems at 
all with plastic products made 
from products of this type." 
But he added: “Manufacturers 
are moving away from making 
toys with these plasticisers.” 

Greenpeace, which first 
raised questions about the safe- 
ty of phthalates in 1997, said it 
will encourage the European 
Commission to reconsider a 
ban, based on the new results. 
A spokesman for Greenpeace 
said: “The worst thing is that 
the EU let Christinas, the 
major toy-selling period, go by 
without taking any action." 
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Paul Duckett <main picture) the natural father of Jade (top left) who is missing along with her sister Hannah (top light) and Jeff and Jennifer Bramley (above) Gavin Fogg 

Custody case looms as natural mother 
of girls on the run backs foster family 


THE FUTURE of the two little 
girls who disappeared with 
their foster parents was thrown 
into more turmoil yesterday 
when the natural father of the 
eldest suggested that he would 
fight for custody. 

His intervention came hours 
after the children’s natural 
mother said she would support 
Jeff and Jennifer Bramley - 
who disappeared with the girls 
the day they were due to hand 
them back to social services - 
in their attempts to adopt 

Paul Duckett the father of 
five-yearo Id Jade Bennett said 
he had contacted a solid tor and 
was prepared to go to court “I 
am not happy with the present 
circumstances," he said. 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

Mr Duckett 24, added he 
was certain that Jackie Ben- 
nett Jade and Hannah's moth- 
er; would regret her decision to 
help the Bromleys to adopt 
her children. 

The Bramleys were turned 
down after social services de- 
rided they were too strict But 
in an open letter published yes- 
terday, they wrote: "Social ser- 
vices seemed pleased with us. 
Everything was fine until one 
day they said we were too safe- 
ty conscious, saying ‘no’ and 
‘donf too often to the girls _ we 
are two good, honest caring 
people who are willing to give 
up our home, our family and 


friends and jobs to maintain 
Jade and Hannah's happiness 
in keeping them with the par- 
ents they love.” 

■Ms Bennett had previously 
insisted she wanted her daugh- 
ters back but after seeing the 
Bromleys' letter she said she 
changed her mind. 

But Mr Duckett who said he 
has been in a stable relationship 
for the last four years, claimed 
his former partner was fragile 
and might have been over- 
whelmed by the emotional 
pleading in the Bramleys' 
letter 

“She started off saying she 
wants them back., but she loves 
those children and I worry that 
she has been manipulated into 


saying that she will give them 
up," he said. 

Mr Duckett, who runs a 
computer company, admitted 
that he had not seen his daugh- 
ter for nearly three years but 
said he still loved her. 

"I tried to keep in touch but 
it was very difficult because 
Jackie kept moving around. 

“living with me would be the 
best solution for her because 1 
am her father and 1 am not 
going to walk away.” Mr Duck- 
ett said he had no sympathy 
with the Bramleys and didn't 
believe they should be allowed 
to adopt the children. They 
didn't seen to be the caring par- 
ents I thought they were.” 

Cambridgeshire Social Ser- 


vices has refused to elaborate 
on why the Bramleys were re- 
fused permission to adopt the 
children but a spokesman said: 
“It is incredibly unusual for a 
local authority to terminate a 
placement and the last time we 
did it was 10 years ago. 

“That is an indication of bow 
seriously the situation is taken. 
There were significant areas of 
their parenting skills that 
caused concern and after care- 
ful consideration a decision 
was taken that this would not 
be an appropriate placement 
for the two girls." 

It is 17 weeks since the 
Bramleys disappeared- They 
took only £5,000 with them and 
have made no further with- 


drawals since. Their can found 
in York more than two weeks 
ago. has been impounded by the 
police. Last week there was a 
sighting reported on a train in 
North Yorkshire. 

Their emotional letter would 
seem to be the first step to- 
wards admitting that they want 
to come home. But even when 
they do turn up, the future of the 
two small children will still 
hang in the balance as the 
adults fight over where they 
should live. 

Police were yesterday 
checking reported sightings of 
the Bramleys in Nottingham, 
where the letter was posted. 

Ann Treneman, 
Review Rage 5 
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Two-inch lizard to solve long-distance mystery 


WESTERN RAORC 


CENTRAL AND EASTERN PACIFIC 


A TINY lizard less than two 
inches long may help to solve 
the mystery of how quickly 
early human explorers man- 
aged to colonise the remote 
islands of the Pacific Ocean. 

One of the biggest challenges 
faring anthropologists has been 
explaining how the Polynesians 
managed to navigate across 
thousand of miles of open ocean 
in small canoes. 


By Steve Connor. 

Science Editor 

Scientists have two rival 
theories. One suggested that it 
was gradual, over many thou- 
sands of years, and involved 
several groups of colonisers. 
The other theory called the “ex- 
press train to Polynesia”, pos- 
tulated that it was a rapid affair; 
taking no more than a few cen- 


turies, and involved a single 
stock of people from South- 
east Asia 

Archaeological, linguistic and 
genetic research of present- 
day Polynesians has given a 
range of dates for when each 
island was first colonised. 

However, Christopher 
Austin, an evolutionary biok^ist 
from the South Australian Mu- 
seum in Adelaide, said a genetic 


analysis of Lipmin noctua, a 
“vagabond" lizard on Pacific 
islands that can stow away on 
boats, suggests the express 
train theory is correct 
He studied 29 lizards col- 
lected from 15 different Pacif- 
ic inlands, spanning Palau in the 
west to Tuamotu in the east 
The results, published in the 
journal Nature, show that the 
lizards are so similar to each 


other that they must have de- 
veloped very recently from a 
common population. 

The lizard, sometimes called 
the moth skink, spends much 
of its time biding under the 
bark of trees, and could have 
stowed away on the canoes of 
early seafarers. 

“All the lizards from the cen- 
tral and eastern Pacific - all the 
islands east of the Solomon 


Islands - were nearly geneti- 
cally identical, demonstrating a 
dose relationship as a result of 
a very rapid colonisation of the 
Pacific,” Dr Austin said. 

“One of the most adventur- 
ous and bold episodes in human 
history was the colonisation of 
the Pacific islands, and these 
lizards have provided us with 
valuable information as to how 
humans got to these islands. 1 * 
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‘Lowest UK SVR Mortgage 1996 - 1998' Source: Moneyfacts 


Save money. 
Switch to a better 
mortgage rate. 

(With 0% hassle.) 





Monthly 


Tool 

Lender 

APR 


Repayment* 

Total Payable 

Saving with 

(Variable) 

SVR 

(aftertax relief) 

(grass) 

Urea Lino* 

ALLIANCE & 
LEICESTER 

8.2% 

7.70% 

£589.35 

£183312.81 

£11,853.81 

WOOLWICH 

8.2% 

7.70% 

£589.94 

£182380.00 

£11,121.00 

ABBEY NATIONAL 

8.0% 

7.60% 

£58433 

£181,436.07 

£9,977.07 

DIRECT UNE 

7.4% 

7.14% 

£555.47 

£171,459.00 

- 
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The able says it all: you’re currently paying way coo much for your Standard 
Variable Rate Mortgage. By moving it to Direct Line, you could save up to £34 a monch. 
Over a year you could be saving up to ,£400. Which could mean an extra holiday. 
And across the entire term of the loan, the saving can. 

^nwv to as much as ,£11.800. Or, put another way, a new 
car. With Direct Line, you’ll find there's no arrangement 
foe. no valuation fee, no mortgage indemnity fee. And 
because we calculate interest daily not annually, you save 
money on your mortgage, You don’t haw to move to 

m ovc your mortgage, call Direct Line now to find out fPIRECTLIME 
how much extra you could have in your pocket. 
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Inspectors 
want ‘setting’ 
for 5-year-olds 


the INDEPENDENT 

Thursday 14 January 1999 



PUTTING CHILDREN as young 
as five in school sets helps to 
raise standards, inspectors said 
yesterday. 

A survey of 400,000 lessons 
and 900 schools bai&s the Gov- 
ernment’s belief that children 
achieve more if they are 
grouped by ability for different 
subjects. Setting is different 
from streaming in which pupils 
of similar ability are taught to- 
gether for all subjects. 

The proportion of setted 
lessons in primary schools has 
doubled to 4 per cent in a year 

An analysis of more than 20 
major studies recently found 
tha t setting and str eamin g 
made no difference to pupils' 
achievement Children in the 
bottom sets tended to give up 
and some of the brighter ones 
became over-confident about 
their ability, said the report 
from the National Foundation 
for Educational Research. 

But inspectors from the Of- 
fice for Standards in Education 
said that nearly all of the 
schools inspected “demon- 
strated a dear trend of rising 
standards for pupils of all abfl- 


By Judith Judd 
E ducation Editor 


ities once the use of setting had 
been established” 

Hie report argued that there 
was no reason why some set- 
ting should not be used, par- 
ticularly in maths, from the 
age of five or sis, provided that 
it was sensitively organised. 

Inspectors visited more than 
50 schools and found that na- 
tional test scores in setted sub- 
jects improved “in some cases 
spectacularly” between 1996 
and 1997. 

However; the report warned 
that setting (fid not compensate 
for poor teaching and must be 
carefully planned. Schools 
needed to build in safeguards 
to avoid ‘‘the low-esteem and 
the negative labelling of pupils 
which can occur in lower sets”. 

But inspectors found no ev- 
idence that pupils in the bottom 
sets were badly motivated and 
badly behaved. “The vast ma- 
jority of pupils see advantages 
to setting, accept the purpose 
and fairness of their allocation 
to a particular set and like 


having than ongtoarh pt” 

A postal survey of 900 
schools found that ax out of ten 
junior schools and more than a 
third of infant schools used 
sets for at least one subject 
Maths was most commonly 
setted Pupils of different ages 
were taught together in two- 
thirds of the schools that used 

sets for maths and one-quarter 

of those that used sets for Eng- 
lish. Bqys tended to predomi- 
nate in the bottom sets and 
inspectors said schools were 
not doing enough to discover 
the reasons. 

Schools took ihto account ap- 
titude and interest as well as 
test scores when they allocat- 
ed children to sets. The report 
pointed out that only a handful 
of pupils appeared to transfer 
sets, up or down, and warned 
that setting needed to be 
flexible. 

Of the schools that used 
sets, 96 per cent did for maths, 
69 per cent for English and 9 
percent for science. Avery few 
also set for French and music 
and for team games in physi- 
cal education. 



Government inspectors believe that grouping pupils fay ability for different subjects causes standards to rise 
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Firm to bid 
for hundreds 
of schools 



AN AMERICAN-INSPIRED com- 
pany has plarato take over hun- 
dreds of state schools and run 
them for profit, its head has dis- 
closed. The Education Part- 
nership, winch is bidding to 
manage the first school to be 
put out to tender; said it hoped 
to bufld a network of privately 
mamigpri schools' n innin g into 
three figures within five years. 

James Tboley, a right-wing 
Newcastle University acade- 
mic whose ideas indude re- 
placing A-levels and GCSEs 
with IQ tests and lowering the 
school-leaving age to 14, is 
chairman of the Education 
Partnership, a company close- 
ly linked with the New York- 
based Edison Project, an 
enterprise that aims to turn 
round inner-city schools for 
profit 

Education Partnership is a 
leading contender in tire race 
to take over Sing's Manor 
School, Guildford, Ebur bid- 
ders will present proposals to 
Surrey County Council next 
week. Professor Tooley said: 
“Our amb ition is that King’s 
Manor will be just the first of the 
schools we would take over. 
There are 25,000 schools in the 
country and we would like to 
see most of those as private in- 
stitutions.” The company would 
be “trail-blazing” ideas pio- 
neered in the US fay Edison, 
which runs 50 schools, using ad- 
vanced technology, aggressive 
target-setting and zero toler- 
ance of failure. 

Professor Tooley, whose re- 
port last year on educational re- 
search infuriated academics, 
said his company would also be 
registering interest in taking 
over local-authority services 
after David Blunkett, the Sec- 
retary of State for Education, 
said that foiling councils would 
have their functions put out to 
tender. 

Education Partnership in- 
cludes Gareth Newman, head 
of Brooke Weston City Tech- 
nology College, in Corby, 
Northamptonshire, one of the 
pioneering specialist schools 
set up by the Conservatives to 
harness private investment for 


By ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 

education, and World ORT an 
international Jewish t raining 
group that has an extensive In- 
ternet operation. 

Andrew Pbvey, the Surrey 
education chairman, said: “We 
are looking for somebody to 
come up with new ideas who 
will make a difference to this 
particular situation.” 

Surrey has been backed by 
the Ibry education spokesman, 
David Willetts. 

It represents a problem for 



Tooley: Tang’s Manor will 
be just the first’ 

Mr Blunkett, who said schools 
will not be run for profit but has 

accepted that private firms can 
offer management expertise 
in the same way as they provide 

school meals, cleaning and 
other services. 

The largest teaching union, 
the National Union oflteachers, 
said it would not rule out legal 
action to prevent King’s Manor 
being taken over. DougMcAyoy, 
the general secretary, said the 
local authority had to be re- 
sponsible for turning round a 
school. 



- f ~ 

, rest in taking over faiiin 
local authority services. Coj 
tenders include Nord Aneli 
and CFBT; both leading edi 
cational consultancies an 
providers of school services. 


PC jailed for stealing 

pensioner’s savings 


A POLICE officer was jailed for 
nine months yesterday for 
stealing £700 from the savings 
of an 83-year-old widow who 
asked him for crime prevention 
advice. 

PC Ken Davies, 44. took the 

cash from Dons Midwood after 

he visited her flat in Shipley, 
Wtest Yorkshire, several times 
to give her “safe tins" in which 
to keep her cash. Davies was 
the local community constable 

In a three-day trial at Leeds 

Crown Court the officer who 


was described as “dece 

honest” by colleagues, s 
took the cash because 1 
under stress after si 
deaths in the famih 
immediately wanted to' 

Judge Robert -foylo 
him: “This was a veiy s 
offence. It involved a 
breach of trust and taM 
vantage of an elderly az 
nerabie person who 

coking to you to advise ai 
tect her." 
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Six clocks in Nash Court, Canary Wharf, London, by designer Konstantin Grcic,will be seen by commuters as 
they leave the main entrance of the Jubilee line tube station due to be completed later this year. Philip Meech 


Fewer than three in ten 


viewers watching BBC1 


AU SHARE 


THE CONTINUED growth of 
satellite television and the suc- 
cess of Channel 5 have com- 
bined to push BBCi 's audience 
share below the 30 per cent 
made for the first time. 

According to official industry 
figures to be published shortly, 
BBCl's share fell to 29.5 per 
cent in 1998 from 30.8 per cent 
the previous year, a decline al- 
most matched by ITV, which 
slipped back by 1.2 percentage 
points to 31.7 per cent. 

The drop comes at a sensitive 
time for the corporation as it sets 
about convincing both the Gov- 
ernment and public of the va- 
lidity of the universal licence fee 
in the multi-channel age. Chris 
Smith, the Secretary of State for 
Culture. Media and Sport, has 
just appointed a panel headed 
by the economist Gavyn Davies 
to advise on setting the level of 
the fee until 2006. 

“You've got to put the foil in 
the context of 19 new channels 
coming on stream and a further 
12 doing massive relaunches." 
said a BBC spokeswoman. 


by Rhys Williams 

-You've also got the first real 
effect of Channel 5 being felt.'' 

In any case, the BBC nil] 
argue, the corporation exists as 
a public service broadcaster to 
proride programmes that other 
networks do not offer in peak- 
time such as The Life Of Birds, 
The Human Body or current af- 
fairs reports such as Pcnoro- 
mc. "Our differentiation is our 
programming.” added the 
spokeswoman. "We are all 
about quality and diversity al- 
though obviously we would like 
to show that to as wide an au- 
dience as possible 

Although Sir John Bin, the 
BBC's cEurecter-gerteraL has con- 
sis tenth’ warned that audiences 
will inevitably decline as chan- 
nels proliferate, the corporation 
is acutely aware that the lower 
its sham the more challenging 
it becomes to argue for a fee 
levied on every household. 

This was one of the chief con- 
cerns underpinning the conflict 
between BBC Broadcast, which 



commissions programmes for 
BBCl and 2, and BBC News 
oxer the recent revamp of the 
main network’s news output. 

Conscious that bulletins pro- 
vided soft spots in peak time 
against which commercial ri- 
vals could schedule popular 
programming BBC Broadcast 
was keen to boost the appeal 
of the news with more “audi- 
ence-friendly" presenters such 
as Jill Dando. 

The other likely worry for Sir 
John is that cable and satellite’s 
gain has so for been, for the most 


part nVs pain. But there is now 
evidence that ITVs rate of de- 
cline is slowing. Under a new 
management team appointed 
last yeac ITV secured a 375 per 
cent share of viewing between 
7pm and 10,30pm, compared 
with a target of 38 per cent 

The BBC can take some 
comfort from the fact that BBC2 
has held up comparatively - well. 
It slipped back by 0 J points to 
11.3 per cent in 1998, allowing 
the BBC's overall share to stay 
above 40 per cent and retain its 
place as the nation's leading 
broadcaster. With Channel 4 
also retreating % 0.3 points to 
103 ), only one terrestrial net- 
work - Channel 5 - increased 
its audience. 

At the end of 1998 fits first 
foil calendar year on air), Chan- 
nel 5 nearly doubled its share 
from 2.3 per cent in 1997 to <L3 
per cent as its mixture of movies 
beginning at the 9pm watershed 
and selected sports events such 
as Chelsea's Cup Winners' Cup 
campaign last season appears 
to be paving dividends. 


One HQ 
plan for 

all 999 
services 


RADICAL PLANS to create joint 
headquarters for police, fire 
and ambulance services across 
the United Kingdom are being 
drawn up by the Government in 
an attempt to improve emer- 
gency response times. 

Pilot schemes For joint 999 
call centres and shared build- 
ings for the three emergency 
services were unveiled yester- 
day as part of a £X20m drive to 
“revolutionise" public services. 

Jack Cunningham, the Cab- 
inet Office minister, and Alan 
Milbum. Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, announced a raft of 
new projects aimed at saving 
time and money for the public. 

More than 33 schemes to en- 
courage better co-ordination 
between different Whitehall de- 
partments and agencies were 
unveiled under the Govern- 
ment’s Invest to Save pro- 
gramme over the next three 
years. 

Joint centres for police, fire 
and ambulance services are 
aimed at saving life-saving min- 
utes in response times, as well 
as cutting costs by getting the 
three services to co-operate. 

The services would not 
merge all their facilities, but key 
infrastructure such as vehicle 
maintenance and telephone 
call centres would come under 
one root More than £7.8m has 
been set aside by the Depart- 
ment of Health to create three 
pilot projects for the new 999 
services. 

Elizabeth Neville, Chief Con- 
stable of Wiltshire Police and 
one of the bidders for the cash, 
said that joint centres could 
save “life-saving minutes” by 
enabling a more flexible re- 
sponse to emergencies on a 
“one call brings them all” basis. 

Wiltshire already has some 
police cars fitted with defibril- 


by Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


labors, which can save heart at- 
tack victims’ lives if applied in 
time. They patrol areas of the 
county which ambulances find 
it hardest to get to, she said. 

Frank Dobson, Secretary of 
State for Health, said yesterday 
he had been pushing the idea 
of joint call centres for the 
emergency services for some 
time 

“The taxpayer can’t be ex- 
pected to pay out three times 
over and we must look for the 
best deal for all three services. 
This means looking at joint 
control and communication 
systems,’’ he said, 

"The acid test must be bet- 
ter services for patients and the 
public." 

Other innovative schemes 
being backed by ministers in- 
clude projects to cut house- 
buying times by linking all 
conveyancing agencies on the 
Internet, and a Scottish scheme 
to rehabilitate of young 
offenders. 

Dr Cunningham revealed be 
win publish a White Paper in the 
spring setting out Labour's 
vision for “radical modernisa- 
tion i* of public services. The 
paper would spell out the need 
for more strategic, long-term 
policy-making across depart- 
ments, exploiting new technol- 
ogy to improve services and 
improving civil servants' per- 
formance through a new Civil 
Service Management College. 

Half the schemes an- 
nounced yesterday are pilot 
projects, to identify the scope 
for savings, which are said to be 
potentially "quite substantial”. 
The other half are reaffy to start 
and are expected to save about , 
£30m over the next three years. 1 


Warren agrees to 
pay King £7.2m 


BOXING PROMOTER Frank 
Warren agreed to pay US rival 
Don King ET^million to end 
their partnership and settle 
their differences yesterday. 

Mr Warren, who has had his 
business assets frozen by the 
High Court, has been locked 
into an acrimonious legal row 
as he sought to extricate him- 
self from their four-year part- 
nership. 

He had not been able to 
stage key fights since the row 
began over a dispute over sep- 
arate US TV rights negotiated 
outside of the Warren-King 
partnership for Prince Naseem 

Last night, the hefty pay-out 
seemed to melt the ice be- 
tween two of the sport's crafti- 
est fixers. Mr King, who will 
receive his cash in installments 


By Gary Finn 


said be was still “fond of 
Frank 1 ’. 

However, Mr Warren con- 
ceded that he may have to sell 
the family home to meet the 
first repayment 

Under the agreement, Mr 
'Warren, acknowledged his 
obligation to pay Mr King in 
recognition of his rights as a 
partner and publicly withdrew 
all the allegations which he 
had against him and his 
company, Don King Promo- 
tions. 

Outside court Mr King com- 
mented: “My reputation is most 
important to me and the vindi- 
cation of my rights both here 
and m America. The justice sys- 
tem here has given me justice 
and I am very, very happy” 
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Hague fails to draw blood in clash over health service 


THE PAST three weeks of Labour 
in-fighting and turmoil should have 
been die perfect backcloth for a nu- 
clear attack by William Hague 
against the Prime Minister But like 
many an over-hyped advance 
billing, the expected grudge match 
failed to materialise. 

The pre-planned soundbites 
drafted by Mr Hague may have 
looked good on paper but they 
foiled to deliver die knock-out blow 
Tories were hoping for. Methinks he 
had prepared too much. Both sides 
fielded a full turn-out and a tanned 
but tense Prime Minister waited 
anxiously for Mr Hague's opening 
salvo. First, though. Mr Blair had 


to endure the nightmare of dim 
Dobbin (Lab, Heywood & Middle- 
ton) droning on about the sense of 
occasion he felt at “asking the first 
question in the last year of this mil - 
lennium- 1 feel very important”. He 
could not see Mr Blair looking ir- 
ritated and impatient as he bored 
on. telling the Prime Minister how 
marvellous the New Deal and the 
latest unemployment figures were. 

A momentarily hushed House 

then waited for Mr Hague, who wan- 
dered if Mr Blair regretted Frank 
Dobson’s comments in autumn 
that the NHS could face the possi- 
bility ofthe winter with confidence. 

The question fell fiat and Mr 


Blair looked relieved and relaxed at 
the mere mention of the word 
“health”. Adopting the tactic of 
Margaret Thatcher, he splattered 
pruflpgg Jjfett fcfcg flnpufid flip Oiam- 

ber in an enthusiastic, confident 
manne r. 

It took him no time at all to say 
any current shortcomings were 
the result of the Tbry years of NHS 

mismflnagwnpnf TViip or nni, whflp 

this tactic may one (fey eventually 
run its course, it stni plays well for 
tile moment with Labour MPs. The 
opportunity was now presented for 
the Prime Minister to reveal details 
ofhis secret, Princess ofWales-siyie 
visit to an accident and emergency 


The Sketch 



MICHAEL 

BROWN 


imit the previous evening. At first 
hand, he said, he was told of the 
shortage of nurses and lack of in- 
vestment, which he blamed on the 


Tories’ record. Mr Hague retorted 
that MrBlair always had to Marne 
someone else. 

But he then made amfegudge- 
ment by weaving the events sur- 
rounding the recent scandals and 
resignations into the same batch o£ 
questions. Normally Mr Hague 
sensibly raises his se c ond issue 
later on during question time text 

yesterday he fired an hfa armriTT wi- 

tion at once in a scatter-gun ap- 
proach. While the tactic was not a 
total disaster; neither was it a roar- 
ing success, and enabled Mr Blair 
to riposte witin “It didn’t take him 
long to get off the health service.” 

The Tbiy leader continued firing 


indiscriminately at the Peter Man- 

delson and Geoffrey Robinsonter- 
gets but MrBlair ducked and awed 
as the bullets merely grazed him 

without drawing any blood. 

Mr Hague’s best line was when 
he denounced suggestions of Mr 
Mandelson’s earity return togoy- 
enuneut. “The comeback kid is 
the kick-back kid." This got his 
troops cheering politely *£*2 
looked m2 dly disappointed. Nick 

Hawkins (C, Surrey Heath) raised 

.Vi. _ t 




ueation. Ifauffliafebe wentarae 

prime Mfoister with an 
shrieking voice .HjjL the 
lovey-dovey relationship they are 
supposed to enjoy- * 


dren from school after term had 
started but be was shot down in 
flames by the Speaker “Wfe don’t 
allow our femilies to be used as bat- 


orunfled UDerai — 

not like talk of parts with Labour 
Whatever Mr Ashdown stoobv^, 
Dennis Skinner (Lab, Bolsover) 
shouted to Mr Blair “Sacktan, 
which got the best laugh of an otlb 
«<r»nnv and scruffy session. 


Labour woes 


made NHS 


crisis worse 


PfiffS QUESTION TIME 

by Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


WILLIAM HAGUE claimed yes- 
terday the past weeks of turmoil 
within the Government had 
been a “disgrace” that had di- 
rectly affected the crisis in the 
NHS. 

The Tory leader used the 
first Prime Minister's ques- 
tion time of the year to attack 
die “personal feuds” that erupt- 
ed over the Christmas recess. 

He told the House of Com- 
mons: “While the NHS has 
been in crisis, personal feuds 
have taken the place of politi- 
cal principle, personal loans 
have taken the place of politi- 
cal priorities." 

But Tony Blair insisted that 
while there were “still huge 
problems in the health ser- 
vice” it was Impossible to “put 
right 20 years of neglect in 
schools and health in 20 
months”. 

However; Mr Hague went on 
to accuse the Prime Minister of 
having tried to protect Peter 
Mandeteon, toe former secretary 
of state for trade and industry, 
ana now wanting to rehabilitate 
him even though the past few 
weeks had “been a disgrace". 

“It is time you buried the 
spin-doctoring politics of New 
Labour with the self-serving, 
hi gh-living career of the politi- 
cian who invented it. .you are 
treating him like the Come- 



William Hague: Attacking 
Labour yesterday 


back Kid when he is actually the 
Kickback Kid. 

“No matterhow often you re- 
launch it a Government that be- 
lieves in everything and 
believes in nothing cannot 
succeed.” 

The rowdy exchanges fol- 
lowed three weeks of up- 
heavals and turmoil for the 
Government overshadowed 
by the resignations of Mr Man- 
delson, Geoffrey Robinson as 
Paymaster-General and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
press secretary, Charlie 
Whelan. 

Paddy Ashdown, the liber- 
al Democrat leader; told Mr 
Blair “Electors did not vote to 
kick out thelbries and see pub- 
lic services worsen." 

But the Prime Minister said 
the extra £2J>bn investment in 
the NHS had ensured that it 
was getting through the winter 


in much better shape than 
would have been the case. 

Mr Hague said: “What we 
have seen in the last few weeks 
is intensive care bed availabil- 
ity at the lowest ever; we’ve seen 
doctors and nurses under even 
more pressure than before. 

“We’ve seen pregnant 
women told not to give birth, 
we’ve seen refrigerated lorries 
used as temporary morgues, 
we’ve seen people on trolleys in 
hospitals- all people who were 
told they could look forward to 
die winter with confidence. ” 

To Labour jeers, Mr Hague 
added: “To you there is always 
someone else to blame. The 
NHS is in crisis and you say the 
Government is innocent. What- 
ever happens in (his Govern- 
ment, everybody always says 
they are innocent. 

“The Ttade and Industry Sec- 
retary resigns and he’s innocent 
The Paymaster-General resigns, 
and now we know why he was 
called the F^Lymaster-General, 
and he’s meant to be innocent 

"The Chancellor’s press sec- 
retary resigns, or intends to re- 
sign, and he’s innocent The 
NHS is in crisis and you’re in- 
nocent - St Tbqy the Angel of fo- 
lington, is always innocent!” 

But Mr Blair said there was 
a shortage of nurses because 
the Ibries cut by 4,000 the num- 
ber of places between 1992 and 
1994 and there were 2£00 more 
trainee nurses totfey than at the 
last general election. 


Care system ‘confused’ 


the PROVISION of care to 
patients with both health and 
social needs is confused, inad- 
equate and riven with incon- 
sistencies, a committee of MPs 
reported yesterday. 

The Commons Select Com- 
mittee on Health condemned 
the present system under 
wliich the NHS provides health- 
care while local councils look 
after social services. “Respon- 
sibilities are blurred, profes- 
sionals face unnecessary 
problems and users and carers 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 


are suffering because of barri- 
ers created tor structural divi- 
sion which is based on an 
ill-defined and arguably non-ex- 
istent boundary, ” the MPs said. 

The committee found evi- 
dence that people coming out 
of hospital faced a “constant 
battle” to find out what social 
service care was available. One 
stroke victim received no help 


at home for six months after 
leaving hospital - because she 
did not know who to ask Ter- 
minal cancer victims who left 
hospitals to die sometimes had 
to wait almost a month before 
their needs were assessed. 
Radical reform was needed, 
the MPs said, adding: “We con- 
sider that the problems of col- 
laboration between health and 
social services wffl not be prop- 
erty resolved until there is an 
integrated health and social 
care system." 


BANK OF SCOTLAND® 
INTEREST RATE CHANGE. 


With effect from 7th January 1999, interest rates payable on the 
undemoted accounts have changed. 


Britannic 


GROUP SERVICES 


BRITANNIC SOVEREIGN ACCOUNT AER% T GroasW' Netfjr* 
Balances up to £1.999 3.81% 5.75% 3.00% 

Balances from £2,000 to £4,999 4.85% 4.75% 380% 


Balances from £5,000 


3.81% 

5.75% 

3.00% 

4.85% . 

4.75% 

3.80% 

5.57% 

5.25% 

4.20% 


i BANK OF SCOTLAND 
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Adele Stan; 12, giving Alan Howartb. the Culture, Media and Sport minister, a lesson on a new computer system that has been installed at 
Chesterfield library. Users of Derbyshire’s 10 largest hbraries can now surf The Internet, . and use CtLRpEp and yideoli^fc^ ; Amfre& Fba; 

Tories accuse ministers of ® 
going soft on housing fraud 


MINISTERS WERE accused last 
night of "outrageous” laxity to- 
ward benefit crime after it 
emeiged that newly introduced 
government guidelines had led 
to a sharp fell hi fraud detection 
across the country. 

Housing benefit fraud 
investigators have estimated 
that they will lose up to £200m 
ayear because of a little-known 
circular issued by the Depart- 
ment of Social Security. 

Tbwn halls are reporting a 60 
per cent drop in the level of 
fraud detection as a result of the 
new DSS rules that tightened 
the rules of evidence. Until last 
year a “balance of probabilities” 
system operated and invest!- 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


gators could suspend benefit on 
suspicion of illegality and pro- 
vide concrete proof later. . 

The DSS circular informed 
councils that they would no 
longer be compensated for 
money lost to fraudsters unless 
they provided surveillance and 
other evidence to prove that the 
fraud was deliberate. 

Councils Haim that the Gov- 
ernment has “changed the 
goalposts” in a bid to save itself 
minions of pounds whfip claim- 
ing that fraud was dropping 
Anti-fraud units across the UK 


claim the new system penalises 
them and could result in job 
losses or rises in council tax. 

Senior Ibries are set to raise 
the issue in the Commons 
today, when theywiD claim the 

circular pnppes that ministerial 
rhetoric on tackling fraud is not 
matched by reali^: Iain Duncan 
Smith, the Conservative social 
security spokesman, said that 
the DSS change was an “out- 
rageous” example ofthe Gov- 
ernment watering down the 
campaign against fraud. 

“We always worried that 
Labour was soft on benefit 
crime and this proves it This 
circular is a politically moti- 
vated slight of hand to save the 


department millions," he said. 

Mr Duncan Smith claimed 
that the Social Security minis- 
te - Angela Eagle had misled the 
House of Commons on Monday 
when she denied that anti- 
fraud strategies had been 
watered down. 

Alistair Darling, the Secre- 
tary of State for Social Security, 
denied the Tory charges last 
night “Since I arrived at the 
DSS, I have ended the ‘money 
for nothing’ culture. The new 
system of housing benefit fraud 
targets produces real fraud 
savings not fictional ones. In the 
next few weeks I shall be mak- 
ing a major announcement on 
my anti-fraud strategy.” 


A spokeswoman for the DSS 
said that the changes bad been 
introduced after claims that 
-some councils had been oyer- 
daimjng the level of fraud in 
their area. £i00m was being 
directed into improving fraud 
prevention for local authori- 
ties. The total amount of money 
saved by local authority fraud 
investigation units in 1997-98 
was £342m, with the majority of 
town halls saving nearly 
each on average. 

The National Audit Office 
reported this week that there 
was “no evidence of any 
improvement” in s temming the 
losses from benefit fraud suf- 
fered by councils. 


The House 


Spinning ‘won’t stop’ 


Protection Bill 

A BILL to improve the 
protection of children from 
physical and sexual abuse 
by introducing a fist of 
people unsuitable to work 
with them was given a 
formal first reading 
yesterday. It was 
introduced by Debra 
Shipley, Labour MP for 
Stourbridge. 


Post Office bid 


; THE PRICE paid by the 
Post Office for German 
Parcel was its annual 
turnover plus any special 
assets, Ian McCartney, the 
Tkade and Industry minis- 
ter said. Previously, 
acquisition estimates were 
not given as they were 
commercially sensitive. 


THE PROBLEM of Spin- 
doctoring will “never com- 
pletely go away”, Jack Cun- 
ningham, the Minister for die 
Cabinet Office, said yesterday 
amid growing concern about 
the influence of press aides 
such as Alastair Campbell 

Speaking during a liberal 
Democrat-led Opposition de- 
bate on government informa- 
tion, Dr Cunningham said 
off-the-record briefings were an 
enduring fact of political life. 

“Much is made out of anony- 
mous comments and quotes-. 
The very fact that they are 
anonymous makes it very dif- 
ficult for anyone, ho w e ve r great 
the will, to do anything about 
them at alL” 

Dr Cunningham, in charge of 


INFORMATION DEBATE 

BY SARAH SCHAEFER 


co-ordinating the presentation 
of government policy said Lib- 
eral Democrats took part in the 
process too. “We an know when 
we read in the newspapers, 
don't we, quotes which say 
friends of Mr Ashdown’, we 
know what that is - that’s Mr 
Ashdown, that’s Mr Ashdown’s 
office.We all know the code 
and we read that quite fre- 
quently " 

Some political journalists, 
howevec were “absolutely ad- 
dicted” to spin-doctoring, he 
added, stressing: “The reality is 
that it’s never going to com- 
pletely go away-but there is ab- 
solutely no evidence of any 


abuse of power ty Mr Campbell” 

Alan Beith, the liberal De- 
mocrats deputy leader, de- 
manded to be told the duties of 
Chancellor Gordon Brown's 
press secretary, Charlie Whe- 
lan, now he was to resign. 

“Does be sit at his desk read- 
ing through the job adverts and 
sending out his CV or is he ac- 
tually engaged in government 
work? Will he be restricted in 
the private sector posts that he 
can take up. because of access 
to government information that 
he has had and is he contin uing 
to have that kind of access? 

“I think we are entitled to 
know that Other senior Trea- 
sury eml servants would be re- 
stririad if they moved out to the 
private sector.” 


Questions 

and 

answers 


Praise for vote 
on Euro fraud 

THE EUROPEAN 
Parliament's planned 
vote of no confidence in 
the European 
Commission is a 
reflection of a “much 

tougher attitude and a 
much greater 
awareness” ofthe fraud 

problem, the Agriculture 
minister Lord 
Donoughue said. 


Peers’ leader promises war 


No pardons 

THE GOVERNMENT 
resisted calls for pardons 
for 343 British servicemen 
shot for desertion in the 
First World War as little 
evidence survived. 


GOVERNMENT HOPES of a 
speedy abolition of hereditary 
pees were dashed when Ibries 
promised to continue a cam- 
paign of “trench warfare" 
against the plans. 

Lord Strathclyde, the Tbry 
leader in the Lords, said that 
some backbench peers were 
fikety to draft wrecking amend- 
ments in a final protest at the 
changes. “Sunset clauses" 
would ensure the Bill will self- 


CONSTmmONAL 

By Paul Waugh 


destruct if the Government 
fails to carry out wholesale re- 
form before the next election, 
he said yesterday. 

The Government will bring 
forward a Bill abolishing the 
voting and sitting rights of 
hereditary peers next week, 
with the White Paper estab- 
lishing a Royal Commission to 


decide on the long-term shape 
of the second chamber. Minis- 
ters had hoped for Tbry support 
for a crossbench compromise 
to allow 75 hereditary peers to 
remain in a transitional cham- 
ber; but Lord Strathclyde made 
clear no deals were likely. 
“There will be trench warfare 
Any question that this Bill is 
going to fly through the House 
of Lords without hardly a wave 
is absurd," he said. 


Today’s 

business 

Commons: Questions to 
Education and 
Employment ministers 
Debate on Public 

Accounts Committee 

EEP-J ^ heries debate. 

Bui, committee 
Reccing of Maintained 

Construction Board) 
Industrial Teaming 
^cvy (Construction 
Board) Order. 
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medicine 
ruined my 
life - and 
couldn’t 
care less’ 


A PRIVATE patient who has 
been permanently maimed 
after the disgraced gynaecolo- 
gist Rodn^Ledward operated 
on her seven times has had her 
attempts to obtain help blocked 
because (rf the lack of regulation 
of the private sector. 

Anita Hill's experience at 
the hands of Mr Ledward, who 
was struck off the medical reg- 
ister last September, fell so Ear 
short of acceptable standards 
that the NHS consultant she 
went to see recommended she 
sue for negligence. However 
her attempts to elicit a 
response from Mr Ledwartfs 
legal advisers and medical 
insurers have so far failed. 

Mrs Hm, 54, who spent seven 
years in and oat of hospital and 
at one stage suffered a perfo- 
rated bowel, was initially 
refused help by St Saviour’s 
hospital in Hytfae, Kent, de- 
spite a request from an NHS 
consultant who said she needed 
further surgery. St Saviour’s is 
run fay the British United Prov- 
ident Association, Bupa, 

The South East Kent com- 
munity health council accused 
Bupa of “dragging its heels'* 
over the issue and lawyers far 
the victims said its refusal to 
accept a share of the respon- 
sibility was “reprehensible.” 

Later Bupa relented, after 
being contacted by The Inde- 


s ot 
fraud , 


TEST 


DRIVE 


YOUR 
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BY JEREMY LAUKANCE 

Health Editor 

pendent, and agreed to offer 
Mrs HH1 a free consultation that 
is due to take place today. The 
company also agreed to donate 
£2,000 to the patient support 
group setup by the community 
health council for victims of Mr 
Ledward. 

The lack of regulation of the 
private health industry is to be 
investigated by the House of 
Commons health select com- 
mittee, starting next month. 

Mrs Hill, whose ordeal 
began 12 years ago, believed 
she had simply been unlucky 
until the foil extent of Mr Led- 
ward’s incompetence emerged 
in November: More than 400 
women have contacted the 
William Harvey Hospital in 
Ashford, Kent since he was 
struck off the medical register 
in September and over 120 are 
considering legal action. About 
half the women, including Mrs 
HiH f were private patients. 

She said: “K it wasn’t for the 
NHS I wouldn’t have anyone to 
hefo me They have told me who 
to turn to and what to do. The 
private sector have not been to 
any of our meetings. The mes- 
sage is, Tf you have still got 
healt h insurance we can see 
you but if not tough’.” 

She added: “ 1 thought there 



Anita Hill, who is still suffering from the effects of seven operations by the gynaecologist Rodney Ledward 


would be someone in the pri- 
vate sector to go to if you had 
problems but Ileamt to my cost 
that there wasn’t My whole life 
has been ruined and I have had 
nobody to turn to.” 

Patricia Ifeamley, Mrs Hill's 
solicitor from Thomson, SneO 
and Passmore in TUnbridge 
Wells, which is handling most 
of file negligence cases, said: “ft 
comes as a surprise to private 
patients that there is no one to 
complain to, because they think 
they are paying for the best in 
m ed ic a l care.” 

A spokeswoman for Bupa 
said the firm had endeavoured 
to help Mr Ledward’s patients 
fay offering free consultations. 
She added: “Patients are stuck 
in a private trap and we don't 
like the situation. We don't 
employ consultants as the NEB 
does and they are not answer- 
able to us. We appreciate it is 
difficult for the patients but it 
is difficult for us to help because 
their complaint is with the con- 
sultant not the hospital.” 


DIARY OF A MEDICAL DISASTER 


I Operation one: Anita Hill's 
ordeal began in 1987 when 
she was referred to Rodney 
Ledward on her husband's 
private health insurance for 
1 treatment for heavy 
menstrual bleeding and 
stress incontinence. He told 
her that a hysterectomy 
was the answer. 

Operation two: Three 
months later she was back 
in St Saviour's hospital 
complaining of pain in her 
side. Mr Ledward 
discovered an ovarian cyst 
that had been missed when 
he earned out the 
hysterectomy. She had an 
operation to remove it but 
the wound wouldn't heal. 
Operations three and 
four: She was taken back 
twice to repair a hernia that 



Ledward: Struck off 


had developed and correct 
a prolapsed bladder. The 
operations by Mr Ledward 
failed and she was referred 
to the NHS where the 
hernia repair was carried 
out successfully. 


Operation five: Mr 
Ledward told her she would 
need hormone replacement 
therapy and advised her to 
have hormonal implants, 
which were replaced every 
three months. 

Operation six: In 199S. 
pains developed in her right 
side and she was operated 
on by Mr Ledward to 
remove her remaining ovary. 
She felt nauseous and 
feverish when she came 
round from the anaesthetic, 
but was discharged - only 
to be sent back by her GP 
24 hours later. 

Operation seven: After 
she developed a swollen 
abdomen. Mr Ledward 
inserted a vaginal drain and 
said he would have to 
operate again. The drain 


HOME NEWS/5 


Candid 
major 
told to 
resign 

BY STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Scotland Correspondent 

MAJOR ERIC JOYCE, who pub- 
licity condemned the Army lead- 
ership as a clique of white, 
onl-of-touch elitists, has been 
ordered to resign his commis- 
sion or be sacked. 

The outspoken Black Watch 
major hopes to stand as a 
Labour candidate in elections 
fertile Scottish Parliament and 
critics privately regard his at- 
tack on the “officer class” as an 
exercise in self-promotion. 

Major Joyce was told at a 
meeting with his commanding 
officer in Aldershot that he 
would automatically be dis- 
charged if he did not resign his 
commission within two months. 
Unbowed, he reiterated after- 
wards he intends to take his 
case for freedom of speech 
within the Army to the Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights. 

Major Joyce breached 
Queen’s Regulations by writing 
a pamphlet for the Labour- 
affiliated Fabian Society and 
has appeared before the Army 
Board, accused of speaking 
about the Army without its 
permission. In the pamphlet he 
alleged the Army was racist, 
snobbish and outdated. 

Major Joyce rose through 
lhe ranks in the Black Watch and 
is on the staff of the Adjutant 
General’s Corps, the Army’s 
adminis trative branch. He said 
yesterday it was “terrihly im- 
portant” soldiers should be al- 
lowed to speak freely and he 
condemned the “obsession” of 
the Army top brass with an “of- 
ficer class”. He said Queen’s 
Regulations were “a conven- 
tion” and not legacy enforceable. 

Major Joyce is being dealt 
with under a procedure allow- 
ing unsuitable personnel to 
leave the Army. 

The Ministry of Defence said 
attitudes in the Army were 
evohdng“Yfe are a meritocracy 
If you are not good enough, you 
don’t get on. We’re not inter- 
ested in a person’s background, 
dass or school.” 


Mark ChUvers 


apparently ruptured her 
bowel and another surgeon 
was called in and 
performed an emergency 
colostomy. 

Over the next seven months 
Mrs Hill underwent two 
further operations on the 
remainder of her bowel. 

The series of operations has 
left her with a weakened 
stomach wall and a 
mis-shapen abdomen. She 
suffers pain, is prone to 
vomiting and has been told 
she needs a further hernia 
repair and plastic surgery 
on her stomach to remove 
scar tissue. Her husband 
has lost his private health 
insurance and she took 
early retirement on grounds 
of ill health in 1991. 
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Rise of healthy but troubled generation 



Life was hard for these Glaswegian children in 1948, bat modern children, although less likely to succumb to disease, fece new problems 


THE LIVES of children entering 
the new miTtennium have been 
transformed by 50 years of 
medical breakthroughs. But 
the improvements have been 
tempered by the persistence of 
the poverty trap and growth in 
juvenile crime, according to a 
new report 

Diarrhoea, bronchitis and 
tuberculosis are no longer the 
killers they were in 1949. In- 
stead suicide is among the top 
10 causes of death for young 


By LOUISE JURY 


people today. And although 
housing has improved since 
the days when only half the 
country had piped water, a 
cooker and a fixed bath, 70,000 
children faced homelessness 
last yean 

The snapshot survey of then 
an d now has been drawn from 
official statistics by the Variety 
Club of Great Britain, which 
is marking half a century of 


raising money to help children. 

Jan Walsh, the report's au- 
thor, said: “In 50 years, Britain 
has seen vast changes. After 
the Second flforid War child ren 
had to live in a country still dev- 
astated by the conflict Life 
was tough but straightforward 
when compared with the life 
children fece today.' 1 

Breakthroughs in medicine 
have cut the child death sta- 
tistics to hundreds rather than 
thousands. The expansion of 


universities and cuts in class- 
room sizes have improved ed- 
ucation. But the divorce rate is 
four times higher than it was 50 
years ago and children of lone 
parents are among the most 
impoverished. 

Fifty years ago, a baby boom 
was under way among couples 
who had put their lives on hold 
during the waryears, the report 
notes. Despite an 18 per cent in- 
crease in tee population since 
then, there were nearly as 


many young people as there are 
today - more than 14 million. 

The death rate was similar 
to today's with just over l per 
cent of the total population 
dying each year “But children 
were Ear more likely to succumb 
to fatal diseases in 1949 than 
they are now," Ms Walsh said. 

Better nutrition, improved 
living conditions and the NH5 
immunis ation programmes 
have helped to cut the figures. 
The report suggests that be- 
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cause death by disease is less 
likely parents’ fears that their 
child may be murdered have 
increased. Although homicide 
rates were slightly higher in 
1949, the relative importance 
has risen. “When compared to 
the other dangers that exist for 
children in the late 1990s, the 
possibility that they might be 
murdered is stronger incom- 
parison to other possible caus- 
es of death -because death by 
disease is now so unlikely.'’ 

When teenagers started 
work in 1949, they were paid rel- 
atively low wages. On average, 
a man aged under 21 earned 58 
shillings and sixpence |ffl 92 > a 
week which, takin g account of 
inflation, would be an annual 
wage of £2,872 today. Girls 
under 18 earned toe equivalent 
of £2,460. The report said: 
“Even the lowest paid just-out- 
of-school workers today would 
get at least £5.000 a j’eac” 

But alongside toe good news 
comes bad Although fewer 
young people are found guilty 
of burglary boys and girls are 
now committing significant 
numbers of violent crimes. 

Some subjects are impossi- 
ble to compare. Child abuse was 
barely recognised half a century 
ago. 

Professor Sir Eric Stroud 
whose childcare work at King’s 
Hospital, Lewisham, south 
London, was supported by £2m 
of Variety Club money, said 
there was no doubt the health 
of children was better than it 
had been 50 years ago. 

Philip Burley, head of the Va- 
riety Club, said mapy medical 
and health problems may have 
been solved, though other so- 
cial and political problems re- 
mained. “They are much 
harder to solve and are really 
the challenge for the future.” 


Payout 

for sex 
victim of 
Masons 


the FREEMASONS have 
agreed to review the way they 
treat female employees after a 
woman clerk accepted an 
undisclosed sum in settlement 
ofa rfaim of s exual har ass ment 
by a senior Mason. 

The out-of-court settlement 

saved the Masons from a po- 
tentially embarrassing two-day 
industrial tribunal, due to begin 
yesterday, which would have 

shone an unwanted spotlit on 

the inner workings of the Unit- 
ed Grand Lodge, the head- 
quarters of English and Welsh 
Freemasonry. 

Sheila Delaney reached a 
settlement with lawyers rep- 
resenting the lodge after c l aim - 
ing that she was subjected to 
a four-year campaign of sexu- 
al intimidation. 

Ms Delaney had alleged that 
while she worked at the bund- 
ing in Great Queen Street, cen- 
tral London, comments were 
matte about her nipples and 

breasts and she was Objected 
to unwanted physical contact by 
a senior colleague. Since Ms 
Delaney’s complaints, the lodge 
has employed a human re- 
sources consultant to review its 
employment practices. 

While not admitting liability, 
the lodge released a joint state- 
ment with McDonagh and As- 
sociates, the London solicitors 
representing Ms Delaney, say- 
ing: “The United Grand Lodge 
of England very much regrets 
the circ ums t ances which have 
led to Ms Delaney’s complaints 
and has determined to ensure 
that such a situation does not 
reoccur 

“[The] United Grand Lodge 
has retained a professional 
h uman resources consultant 
to assist the organisation in re- 
viewing its policies and prac- 
tices and in implementing an 
education and training pro- 
gramme fra* its staff.” 

Before toe statement was is- 
sued, Ms Delaney, 39, from 
Hampstead, north-west Lon- 
don, said of the lodge: “It is a 
male-dominated environment 
and there is a disrespect for 
women.” 

At the height of the campaign 
of alleged harassment, Ms De- 
laney submitted an article to the 
magazine. Freemasonry Ibday, 
describing toe conditions she 
had to work under. 

The article was not pub- 
lished but prompted an internal 
investigation that led to a senior 


by Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

Mason being called before a 
disciplinary hearing last Sep- 

The Mason admitted some of 

the charges against him and 
was found guilty of gross mis- 
conduct But the Masons’ 
grand secretary, Jim Daniel, de- 
cided the offences did not war- 
rant Hic missal and, despite toe 
protests of Ms Delaney, al- 
lowed him to return to his pre- 
vious post the same month. 

Ms Delaney told The Inde- 
pendent she could DOtsieep the 

night before the senior Mason 
returned to work. “I felt as if I 
hpfl to go in and show willing 
but 1 could not cope. I left at one 
o’clock and cried all the way 
home. People on the Tube 
thought I was mentally ill,” she 
said. 

On the advice of a doctor she 
tooksick leave and has not been 
back to work for four months. 
She alleged that her treatment 
caused her to lose ten pounds 
in weight as she suffered hu- 
miliation, demoralisation and 
lade of confidence. 

Mr Daniel said after the set- 
tlement “There was an inves- 
tigation. I had a panel and I had 
independent people on that 
panel with expert advice and 
they upheld some of toe alle- 
gations. The com plainant was 
not happy with some of toe 
remedies put forward by toe 
panel but has now agreed to 
settle and toe matter is now 
dosed.” 

In support of her case, Ms 
Delaney was due to call as a wit- 
ness a second female employ- 
ee, Donna Hanson, who 
reached an out-of-court settle- 
ment with the Masons after 
bringing her own action for 
sexual discrimination. . 

Freemasonry, which is 
known to members as “Hie 
Craft”, has gone to great 
lengths in recent years to dis- 
pel its reputation for secrecy. It 
maintains that it is simply a pri- 
vate organisation, no more se- 
cret than any other that 
chooses not to disdose details 
of its membership. 

The United Grand Lodge, 
which traces its origins back to 
1717, oversees toe administra- 
tion of more than 7,800 lodges 
in England and Wales, with a 
collective membership of some 
350,000. 
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EUROPEAN UNION CRISIS 


MEPs back away from ‘nuclear option’ 


By Stephen Castle 
and Katherine Butler 
in Strasbourg 


A bloodied European Com- 
mission looks set to ding on to 
power today after a dramatic 
eleventh hoar threat to quit by 
its President Jacques Sac ter 
paid off by calling the hhrfF pf the 
European Pa rliament 

MEPs were last night poised 
to draw back from a threat to 
vote the Commissi on out of 
office after a day of turmoil in 
which Mr Santer warned he 
would resign if they voted to 
sack Edith Cresson, the former 
French Socialist Prime Minis- 
ter The Brussels executive 
could still find itself out of 
power in the unlikely event of 
a majority calling for the res- 
ignation of the scandal- tainted 
Mrs Cresson in a vote today. 

Sacking the Commission 
body would be an unprece- 
dented act which would plunge 
the European Union into crisis. 
It would halt key reforms to the 
common agricultural policy and 
the £60bn annual budget need- 
ed to prepare the Union for en- 
largement 

Strasbourg was engulfed by 
intrigue yesterday as the Com- 
mission's future bung in the bal- 
ance. A desperate scramble 
was underway in the parlia- 
ment’s committee rooms while 
Commission supporters -most- 
ly Socialist MEPs - sought to 
fight off a motion of censure, the 
so-called “ nuclear option" 
which would vote the Commis- 
sion out of office, and another 
motion sin g lin g out individual 
Commissioners for blame. 

Mr Santer moved to ensure 
his own survival in the small 
hours of yesterday morning 
when he issued a challenge to 
the biggest grouping, the 202 
MEPs of the centre-right Chris- 
tian Democrat group. The tac- 
tic prompted up to 80 
conservatives to pull bat* from 
the brink when he made it 
dear that a resolution target- 
ting Mrs Cresson, the Com- 
missioner for education, would 
prompt him to resign, probably 
brining the entire Commission 
body with 

The Christian Democrats 
backed off and instead of “nam- 
ing and shaming" Mrs Cresson 
and Manuel Marin, a Spanish 
Wee-President of the Commis- 
sion. were ptanninga resolution 
severely criticising EU financial 

TwiKmnnagempnt . 



Diary of a Showdown 



Jacques Santer, President of the European Commission, with Edith Cresson, the French Commissioner, at the 
beginning of a meeting of the 20-strong team of Commissioners in Strasbourg yesterday Reuters 


1995: Fraud in the EU is 
highlighted by a Tory 
MEP. Edward McMillan 
Scott (right). Two 
officials face criminal 
charges for allegedly 
defrauding European 
Year of Tourism of up to 
£3m. The case continues. 

November 1995: European Court of 
Auditors refuses to certify EU’s annual 
accounts after discovering that almost 
£3bn not properly accounted for. 

Late 1996: European Parliament, 
concerned by the Commission's slow 
response on tourism fraud, threatens to 
freeze 1 0 per cent of Commissioners’ 
salaries. Commission 
sets up taskforce. 

November 1 996: Court 
of Auditors once more 
refuses to certify EU’s 
accounts amid signs of 
lax controls over around 
£2.5bn. 

Early 1997: Finnish Commissioner 
Erkki Liikanen (above) announces plan to 
root out nepotism in Commission and 
improve financial controls. 

March 1998: Parliament holds up EU 
budget again, pending promised 
concessions from Commission. 

October 1998: Allegations in French 
press about cronyism in 
education and training 
department of French 
Socialist Commissioner 
Edith Cresson (right). 

She threatens lawsuits. 

More allegations about 
loss of £1 .7 m in 


humanitarian aid money because of 
irregularities going back to early 1980s 
when the Spanish Commissioner, Manuel 
Marin, was in charge of programme. 
October 1998: Santer promises 
independent fraud office to replace 
Uciaf, Commission's fraud unit, in bid to 
fend off German MEPs' threats to cable 
motion of censure. 

December 1998: 

Parliament refuses to 
discharge budget after 
Commission issues a 
“back us or sack us" 
threat. Pauline 
Green (right), leader of 
the Socialist group, 
cables a censure motion she knows 
will fail - in effect a tactic to bring about 
a vote of confidence in the European 
Commission. 

January 1998: News of suspension of 
Commission whistleblower Paul van 
Buirenen (below right) 
reaches Parliament. He 
has already sent a 34- 
page dossier of 
allegations to Green 
group in Parliament, 

Support for sacking the 
entire Commission 
builds dramatically 
among angry MEPs across political 
spectrum. 

His $300,000 job suddenly at risk, 
Jacques Santer promises “zero 
tolerance" in an eight-point clean-up 
plan, including unfettered access to 
documents by a select committee of 
Parliament and an end to nepotism in 
appointments. 



AH week MEPs had been 
talking up the “nuclear option” 
of sacking the full Commission 
body over a burgeoning fraud 
and nepotism scandal which 
dates from 1995. 

Over dinner in the Euro- 
pean Parliament's plush river- 
side restaurant late on Tuesday 
evening, about 20 centre-right 
Euro MPs had gathered in the 
cavernous red-carpeted room. 
They were questioning Mr San- 
ter about the crisis when he 
dropped the bombshell by 
threatening to plunge the EU 
into a constitutional crisis by 
resigning himself if MEPs tried 
to censure any members of his 
team. 

A row over the EU 1996 bud- 
get was suddenly spinning out 
of control and threatening melt- 
down- much as Monica Lewin- 
sky’s allegations against 


President Biff Clinton came 
seemingly from nowhere to 
threaten his presidency. 

Yesterday, in a nondescript 
meeting room beside the Par- 
liament's hemicycle, Tory 
MEPs met with Sir Leon Brit- 
tan, another Vice-President of 
the European Commission, 
seeking to avert a showdown. 
But when Sir Leon sought to 
mollify the MEPs by offering a 
new committee to investigate 
the fraud allegations, one MEP 
responded: “What's the point of 
a group of wise men when we 
want blood?” 

Most of the details of fraud 
and irregularities date back 
several years, but two sitting 
Commissioners have been sin- 
gled out for attack. 

Mrs Cresson has come in for 
acute criticism over alleged 
poor administration of a youth 


training programme and for 
“favouritism" in awarding of 
contracts. 

Mr Marin faces questions 
about the administration of the 
multi-billion pound humani- 
tarian aid budget, “Echo", 
which he controlled until 1995, 
and the “Med” programme, 
designed to help Mediter- 
ranean countries. 

When, in Decern her the Par- 
liament's budget control com- 
mittee refused to sign off a set 
of accounts relating to 1996, the 
Socialists proposed today's cen- 
sure motion, which was in- 
tended to fad, as a means of 
giving the Commission a vote 
of confidence. 

That initiative, made by 
Pauline Green, leader of the 
Socialists (the largest group in 
the Parliament), backfired 
badly. With a two-thirds ma- 


jority needed to expel the Com- 
mission, adoption of the cen- 
sure motion seemed 
impossible. But last week 
Commission bureaucrats in 
Brussels enraged MEPs by 
suspending a whistle-blowing 
official, Paul van Buitenen. 

The ensuing row provoked 
the power struggle between 
the Parliament and the un- 
elected college of 20 Commis- 
sioners. 

As a welter of further reve- 
lations rocked the Commis- 
sion, the Socialist position 
proved more and more difficult 
to sustain. Not only had Mr Van 
Buitenen’s predicament raised 
the temperature, but also Mrs 
Cresson showed no signs of 
bowing to a growing clamour 
for her departure. 

With her MEPs concerned 
that they were appearing to be 


soft on fraud, Mrs Green 
changed course and demanded 
concessions from the Com- 
mission. At the same time, she 
called for Mr Santer to quit if 
any within his college were 
singled ouL 

There seems little doubt 
that Mr Santer was a co- 
conspirator in this move to 
raise the stakes, because there 
is ample evidence of dialogue 
between the two. A late-night 
meeting on Tuesday in the 
Hilton Hotel was captured on 
film by a German TV crew. 

MEPs’ anger at Mrs Cresson 
remains undiminished. Last 
week she held two dinners for 
journalists in her elegant Brus- 
sels apartment, in which she 
railed against her accusers. 
The German media was, she ar- 
gued, chiefly to blame for cre- 
ating a furore to fuel the new 


Eurosceptic mood of a nation 
which feels it is paying too 
much to Brussels. At one event 
she even hinted that dirty tricks 
against her were being inves- 
tigated by the security services. 

Her mood towards the Par- 
liament was defiant During 
Monday’s debate she defended 
herseff from a seated position, 
without much hint of apology. 
By contrast her colleague Mr 
Marin stood, and made an emo- 
tional and effective defence of 
his honesty. 

When the two appeared at a 
meeting of the Liberals, the 
third largest group in the Par- 
liament the pattern was re- 
peated: Mr Marin contrite but 
admitting to no wrong; Mrs 
Cresson “vigorous”. 

She was arguing from a 
position of strength. The Par- 
liament has no right to censure 


individuals, and constitutionally 
Mr Santer cannot sack them ei- 
ther But even this is an anom- 
aly, Mr Santer told one group 
of MEPs that aziy minister in his 
native Luxembourg who stood 
accused of s imilar charges 
would have resigned 
But the mood among the 20- 
strong Commission was also 
defiant Appointed by national 
governments, the Commis- 
sioners include experienced 
and streetwise politicians such 
as Neil Kinnock, the former 
Labour leader, and Sir Leon, 
both of whom wanted to stand 
firm. Several are due to leave 
their posts in the summer, 
others just couldn't stomach the 
idea of caving in. At their meet- 
ing on Tuesday, one Commis- 
sioner said he would “rather be 
sacked than crawl" to the 
Parliament 


Santer, a burgomeister 
airbrushed into history 


by Rupert Cornwell 


FOUR YEARS ago, when he suc- 
ceeded Jacques Delors, The In- 
dependent wrote that Jacques 
Santo; the unknown, largely 
unremarkable prime minister of 
Luxembourg, had been “air- 
brushed into history” when be 
was chosen to head the Euro- 
pean Commission- Ybsterday, 
he came within a whisker of 
being airbrushed out of it 

The man who occupies the 
most important job in the Eu- 
ropean Union was nearly re- 
moved from it And apart from 
a face suddenly removed from 
the ceremonial photographs, 
scarcely a soul would have 
noticed. 

Jacques Santer has left no 
enduring mar k on the gover- 
nance of Europe. Triue, be has 
been present at great events - 
the Treaty of Amsterdam, the 
start of enlargement to the 
east above all the launch of the 
single currency - but more as 
Rosencrantz or GuQdenstern 
than Hamlet No “plan Santer”, 
no “Santer initiative” win trou- 
ble future students of the new 
Europe. He will be remem- 
bered only as the first Com- 
mission president to be pushed 
to the brink of resignation by 
the European Parliament 

Even tiie sins of fraud and 
nepotism for which his Com- 
mission is being held to accou n t 
are not his own. The worst Mr 
Santer can he accused of is not 

running a tight ship. In reality, 
his threatened departure was 
a measure of the imperfec- 
tions of the European consti- 
tution, which gives the 
Strasbourg parliament the 
stark choice of sacking either 
the entire Commission or none 
of it Fbr a man thrust into a job 
he did not seek, it would have 
been a slightly unfair end. 

Mr Santer was a lawyer and 
civil servant before entering 
politics and becoming an MEB 
party leader and eventually 
prime minister in 1989. How- 
ever the image that most 
lingers is that of alderman of 
the city of Luxembourg, a post 
he held for three years in the 
late 1970s. Silver-haired, ruddy- 
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The EC bnOding in Brussels yesterday, where the fraud 
scandal is preoccupying the media ERA 


cheeked and with a suitable 
touch of embonpoint, be is the 
burgomeister made flesh. Af- 
fable and easy going, Mr San- 
ter is a firm believer that few 
of life's problems cannot be 
solved over a decent lunch. 

After the intense and vision- 
ary Jacques who preceded him, 
this Jacques was probabfy what 
Europe wanted: an anti-Delnrs, 
a man from a snail country who 
depended on his patrons (first 
and foremost Chancellor Hel- 
mut KbhD, someone who would 
notrock the boat And until this 
week, he has not 

Tb give Mr Santer his due, in 
a quiet fashion - and contrary 
to appearances created by the 
current kerfuffle - he has 
begun to reform the Brussels 
bureaucracy, a matter his pre- 
decessor would not stoop to at- 
tend to. His problem is that, 

unlike his predecessor; he is not 

feared by those around him 
Now that Mr Delors has gone, 
old baronies are reappearing. 


The commissioners who count 
are those such as Leon Brittan, 
Mario Monti, Karel Van Miert 
even that indefatigable head- 
line-grabber; F.mma Bonino. 
Mr Santa - is the front-man, long 
on bonhomie but short on 
influence. 

But if so, that is also a re- 
flection of the times. All the 
prestige of Mr Delors could not 
mask the shift of EU power 
away from Brussels to national 
capitals, which began in 
earnest with the negotiation of 
the Maastricht treaty. The 
member states wanted a weak 
president in Brussels, and they 
chose one. 

Curiously Mr Santer largely 
owes his appointment to the 
British, courtesy of John 
Major’s veto of the favourite to 
succeed Mr Delors, the then 
Belgian prime minister, Jean- 
Luc Dehaene. By a process of 
elimination, they arrived at Mr 
Santa; who had the further ad- 
vantage for the government in 


London of being, it was as- 
sumed, a less than ardent be- 
liever in the F-word. 

As not infrequent^ in ma t ter s 
European, the British got it 
wrong To call a Luxemburger 
a federalist is almost a tautology. 
How could it be otherwise in a 
country the size of Oxfordshire, 
wedged between France, Ger- 
many and Belgium, whose his- 
tory has largely been written 
beyond its borders? In addition 
to the local Letzeburgesch di- 
alect, Mr Santer speaks French | 
and German, as well as (been - 1 
dearingfy accented English of a 
continental v illain from Gilbert 
and Sullivan. By instinct, a Lux- 
emburger thinks European. The 
British had secured their low- 
profile president - but nota pres- 
ident who would slow the EU’s 
self-propelling momentum to- 
wards greater integration. 

Fbr a while, Mr Santer’s 
sheer blandness seemed as if 
it might earn him a second five- 
year term. This crisis has ob- 
viously dashed those hopes; 
but even before the corruption 
charges engulfed his Commis- 
sion, the political winds in Eu- 
rope had moved against him. In 
1994 he had the crucial backing 
of conservative governments in 
London and Bonn. Today the 
centre-left rules in Germany 
and Britain - and almost every- 
where else fbr that matter; the 
new presidential pbotofit sug- 
gests ceotreleft and a large EU 
country. Centre-right Luxem- 
burgers need not apply. 

And so to toe present crisis, 
which has shown Mr Santer at 
his worst Even toe most genial 
burgomeister; especially one 
who is not (fireetty elected to the 
job, is apt to become a mite ar- 
rogant after a while. 

In truth, it would be amazing 
if there was no fraud in a total 
EU budget of £60bn. What 
sticks in the craw is toe bur- 
gomeister's unconcealed feel- 
ing that the very suggestion 
S omething ig amiss In the town 
hall is an impertinence, an 
indignily to which Ms institution 
should not be subjected. But it 
has been, and both the EU and 
Jacques Santer are probably 
toe better for it 


You really can be confident in 
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in 3V* weeks. 


Yon set a much warmer response when you 
travel and command more respect in busma 
if yon speak another language. It also helps 
greatly with school progress. 




Blit many people are put off learning a language 


difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 


writing. The common complaint Is “I can read a 
bit of French - but I can't speak it" 



THE METHOD WORKS 


Education News says, ‘Ifs radically different - 
there are so many features about it that 
recommend it to the learner.' The Bankers 
hstitnte of New Zealand says. "Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon." 


Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the way you learned English - through a 
unjque combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


Total Involvement There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One. tire 
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of words from the very first day. 
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Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 


see on super titles, you team key vocabulary 
quickly and easily, watching and imitating is how 
you started to speak as a child. 


jfs the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
speaking confidently in such a short time. And 
fluent communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


Mensa says, "Its revolutionary." The Daily Mail 
reported that "Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead.* "The resorts are spectacular." 

BBC and (TV news recently reported on a school 
where ten tjjns more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

/tastraBao TV news reported "Astonishing 
fluency." "They did two years work in three 
months’ 
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vital use Accelerated Learning for language and 
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you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
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and motivated to hear what’s next The plays 
cover all the important situations you’ll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


There are parts you can practise in the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that Involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music arid creativity). 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 
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Release of soldiers 


lifts Kosovo gloom 


FOR THE TIME being, at least, 
Kosovo has edged itself bad: 
from the brink of all-out war; as 
e thnic Albanian fighters from 
the Kosovo Liberation Army 
yesterday freed the eight 
Yugoslav soldiers they had held 
for five days. 

The men, apparently in good 
condition, were banded back at 
the village of Stari Tig, dose to 

where they had been heM since 
being captured last Friday. The 
release followed intense medi- 
ation by members of the in- 
ternational team who monitor 
the ceasefire. Just a few kilo- 
metres away waited dozens of 
tanks of the Yugoslav army, 
ready to crush this latest in- 
surgency by force bad the me- 
diation efforts foiled. 

It seemed likely, but was not 
immediately confirmed, that 
in return for the release the 
Yugoslav authorities have 
agreed to set free at least nine 
KLA members they were hold- 


by Rupert Cornwell 


ing prisoner. Although the Ser- 
bian side said that the release 
was “unconditional,” William 
Walker; the bead of die moni- 
tors, refused to give details of 
what he termed a “fair and bal- 
anced agreement”. This 
implies that the KLA prisoners 
could" be freed late- as part of 
an amnesty allowing Belgrade 
to save face and dawn victory 
for the time being. 

The peaceful resolution now 
gives a small - and perhaps 
final - breathing space for the 
Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe to con- 
vmt the fragile ceasefire, bro- 
kered last October fay the US 
troubleshooter Richard Hol- 
brooke, into a more solid truce, 
before spring and the advent of 
the Balkans" traditional combat 


season. 

The omens, however; are 
not good All hope of a lasting 


Kosovo settlement depends on 
the start of serious political 
talks between President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic's government 
in Belgrade and the ethnic 
Albanians, who account for SO 
per cent of the population of the 
Serbian province. 

The one plan currently on 
foe table has been devised by 
Christopher H31, the US special 
envoy to the Balkans. It calls for 
a restoration of the province's 
autonomy, but not its indep- 
endence and puts off for three 
more years a final decision on 
Kosovo’s status. 

But talks have not begun - 
and indeed cannot begin until 
the Albanians sink their inter- 
nal differences and adopt a 
common position. If anything, 
however; the rift seems to be 
widening between the political 
leadership under Ibrahim 
Rugova, which advocates 
peaceful means to secure 
independence, and foe KLA, 


which has been waging a war 
for 18 months to throw the 
Yugoslavs out fay force. 

That rivalry could explain 
the murder on Monday by 
unknown assassins of Enver 
Maloku, foe chief of foe pro- 
Rugova Kosovo Information 
Centre. The KLA insists Mr 
Maloku, who was shot outside 
his home in the province's cap- 
ital, Pristina, was killed by 
Serbs in revenge for foe death 
of several Serb farmers and 
policemen in previous days. 
Others suspect the KLA of 
being behind foe attack. 

What is not in doubt is that 
foe KLA has used foe recent hill 
to boost its strength, smug- 
gling anti-tank weapons and 
other arms across the border 
from north-western Albania, 
where it is in virtual control. 

This m e a ns that should foe 
fighting restart in earnest, the 
Serbs will no longer have it all 
their own way. 



Giorgio A rmani at the end of his Milan show revealing his antmztn/winter 1998 to 2000 collection Luca Bruno 



Germany sets 
‘foreigners’ 
a loyalty test 


FOREIGNERS ASPIRING to 
German citizenship wifi have to 
takp fl lan guage last and swear 
an oath of loyalty to the consti- 
tution- Tliose are two of the hur- 
dles erected by the government 

yesterday as it strove to head 
off a right-w mg backlash in the 
first reform of the racially 

ttofineri O rman nationality law 

since 1913. 

As the opposition Christian 
Democrats geared up for a na- 
tional petition against the new 
law, Otto SchSy the Interior 
Ministea; tried to allay fears that 
foe abolition of “blood right” 
would water down German- 
ness. “Citizenship is not a one- 
way street,” he said. “The 
government expects those nat- 
uralised to respect our social 
order and make an effort with 
the German lan guage." * 

The wannabe Germans will 
have to be model citizens. Ap- 
plicants must have no criminal 
record, they can be disqualified 
if they are living off social secu- 
rity and will also face political 
vetting. The purpose of that 
last rule. Mr Stiily said, was to 


BY IMRE KARA CS 
in Bonn 


ensure that “Islamic funda- 
mentalists, for example, are 
excluded”. 

The opposition and some of 
the media have made much of 
foe forest of alien conflicts 
spiDing into German streets, as 
witnessed in foe past when 
Kurds clashed with Turks. 
About half of the 4 million mi- 
grants eligible under foe new 
law come from Turkey. 

The most important change 
will see Gmnoan citizenship 
automatically bestowed upon 
third generation “foreigners 7 ’ 
born in Germany. These new 
subjects would be allowed to 
keep dual nationality for the 
first time. Adults will be able to 
apply after eight years of resi- 
dence, as opposed to the 15 
years required at present For- 
eigners married to Germans 
may apply after two years of 
marriage. 

Until now, only those of Ger- 
man ancestry could be certain 
of a German passport. 


Lawyer dies in 
love triangle 
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A 34-YEAR-OLD lawyer walked 
into a fashionable restaurant in 
the centre of Toulouse on Mon- 
day night, ordered a glass of 
champagne, took one sip and 
then shot himself. 

Just over an hour earlier 
another lawyer had been shot 
three times, and seriously 
wounded, fay someone who had 
Iain in wait for him outside his 
office, and it did not take police 
long to establish a link between 
foe two incidents. The wife of 
foe man who committed sui- 
cide, Maitre Jean-Chaiies Ruf- 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 
in Paris 


fie, was also a lawyer who 
worked for (he victim of the ear- 
lier attack, Maitre Patrick Ab- 
grafl, 47. Police believe that 
Mr Ruffie suspected -perhaps 
wrongly- that his wife was hav- 
ing an affair with Mr Abgrall. 

Monique Brocard, head of 
the Toulouse bar association, 
commented; “The fact that 
those involved are lawyers is 
irrelevant Personal passions 
exist beneath lawyers’ robes ” 
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MARY KALDOR 

War is polarising - 
there is no space for 
democratic initiatives 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 


Senate trial: As Hillary pays the price of one of his affairs, President Clinton faces the consequences of another 


‘I trust the 
right thing 
will be done’ 


Mrs Clinton 
chips in for 
Jones deal 
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By Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 

WITH U1S Impeachment trial 
only hours away, President Bill 
Clinton broke his public silence 
on the matter yesterday to say 
that he trusted the Senate to do 
“the right thing" and would 
continue to concentrate on his 
job as President. 

Demons (rating yet again his 
famed capacity to “compart- 
mentalise", Mr Clinton told 
reporters: “The important 
thing for me is to tzy to spend 
as tittle time thinking about that 
as possible ... I trust the right 
thing will be done and 1 think 
that meanwhile I need to work 
on the business of the people." 

Mr Clinton's agreement to 
respond to reporters’ ques- 
tions at the start of a White 
House meeting with trade 
union leaders was seen as a 
small concession by the White 
House after an explosion of 
correspondents’ anger the pre- 
vious day about the President’s 
general unavailability to the 
media. Hie level of access to the 
President has been sharply 
curbed since allegations about 
Monica Lewinsky surfaced one 
year ago. 

Even as Mr Clinton was 
speaking, the White House 
lawyers who are spearheading 
his defence and the 13 “man- 
agers" from the House of Rep- 
resentatives who are 
co-ordinating the “prosecu- 
tion” were completing final 
preparations for the trial. Pro- 
ceedings in what will be only the 
second presidential impeach- 
ment trial, and the first this cen- 
tury, start in earnest at lpm 
today, with opening statements 
from both skies. 

The President's lawyers yes- 
terday followed up Monday’s 
delivery of their 13-page 
defence brief with the dispatch 
to the Senate of a 130-page 
summary of their arguments. 
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Linda TVipp (below): Her 
tape recordings revealed 
Bfli Clinton’s affair 



Chief among them is that the 
charges against the President 
- perjury before a grand jury in 
the Monica Lewinsky investi- 
gation and obstruction of justice 
in the (now settled) civil suit 
brought by Paula Jones - are 
unjustified. An accompanying 
argument is that even if the 
charges were proven, they are 
not serious enough to warrant 
removing an elected President 
“The Articles of Impeach- 
ment ..." yesterday’s White 
House summary said, “fell far 
short of what the Founding 
Fathers had in mind when they 
placed in the hands of Congress 
the power to ... remove a Pres- 
ident from office." 


The summary also made the 
point - one heard repeatedly 
from Democrats in the House 
of Representatives during last 
year’s impeachment hearings 
and subsequent debate - that 
the proceedings were politi- 
cally inspired and unfair And it 
proceeded to argue a wider 
point of principle, that convict- 
ing the President would irrev- 
ocably upset the balance of the 
US political system. 

“Removing the President 
on these facts," it said, “would 
substantially alter the delicate 
constitutional balance, and 
move us closer to a quasi- 
pariiamentary system, in which 
the President is elected to of- 
fice by the choice of the people, 
but continues in office only at 
the pleasure of Congress." 

Hie document also said that 
the White House lawyers would 
have “an urgent need" to seek 
additional evidence if the pros- 
ecutors tried to introduce 
material beyond what bad 
already been collected and pub- 
lished in the report by the 
independent prosecutor, Ken- 
neth Starr, and its accompany- 
ing documents. 

The White House is 
adamantly opposed to any 
extension of the trial to cover 
other relationships that the 
President may have had with 
employees. It also objects to the 
Senate calling “live" witnesses, 
insisting that the testimony 
collected by Mr Starr is suffi- 
cient Many Republican sena- 
tors, however, say they want to 
be able to question some of the 
key players, including Monica 
Lewinsky herself and the Pres- 
ident’s private secretary. Betty 
Currie. 

Yesterday marked exactly a 
year since Mr Starr opened his 
investigation into the Lewinsky 
affair; on the basis of recordings 
supplied to his office by Ms 
Lewinsky's one-time confi- 
dante, Linda Tripp. 
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The White House, where lawyers are planning the President's defence . Reuters 


FORMALLY ENDING the chap- 
ter that triggered the Monica 
Lewinsky investigation. Presi- 
dent B31 Clinton has paid the 
$850,000 (£538,000) settlement 
that was the price of ending the 
sexual harassment lawsuit 
brought by Paula Jones. Con- 
trary to expectations, almost 
half the money came from the 
Clintons' own resources, much 
of it saved by Mrs Clinton; the 
rest erf the money came from an 
insurance policy. 

According to White House 
sources, the Chubb insurance 
company, with which Mr Clin- 
ton had a policy that included 
a personal liability clause, 
agreed to pay out $475,000. The 
company had funded a part of 
his legal expenses in the case 
and funded the settlement at 
the cost to Mr Clinton of liqui- 
dating the policy. 

Many Americans have in- 
surance policies - whether for 
property, contents, or cars - 
that include provision for legal 
costs and personal liability in 
the event of the policy holder 
being found liable in a lawsuit 
This type of insurance, which is 
both a cause and a conse- 
quence of the increasingly liti- 
gious nature of the United 
States, has driven up the cost 
of insurance in the US to the 
point where some companies 
offer discounts to limit or ex- 
clude legal costs and personal 
liability. 

Fbr the re mainin g $375,000, 
Mr Clinton drew on a blind trust 
- an investment portfolio held 
jointly by himself and his wife 
that had been placed under 
third party control fbr the du- 
ration of his presidency. 

While the source of the 
money used to pay the Paula 
Jones settlement is essentially 
a private matter the fact that 
it was leaked by the White 
House indicates it wanted the 
information in the public do- 
main. Hie news seemed de- 
signed to convey several 
messages to Mr Clinton's sup- 
porters and to the public. 

The first was that the Pres- 
ident was meeting the costs of 
the Paula Jones case himself, 


By Maky Dejevsky 

and was not calling on either 
the charitable legal defence 

fond set up to help to defray his 
legal expenses or on rich 
friends for a loan. Either could 
land him in new political 
trouble. 

The second was that the 
Clintons are not without re- 
sources of their own. Much has 
been made of the Clintons’ 
contention that they lost 
money on the speculative 
Whitewater land deal In 
Arkansas, but more than a 
decade ago Hillary Clinton 
made almost instant profits in 
a cattle futures venture that 
was recommended to her by a 
friend and broker. 

There were also reports 
that Mrs Clinton was especially 
disappointed by the Whitewa- 
ter failure because she had 
hoped the investment would 
pay for their daughter 
Chelsea’s university fees. Col- 
lege fees are a big 
expense for middle-class 
American parents. 

The third message, given 
that the bulk of the money in 
the investment trust was said 
to come from Mrs Clinton's 
earnings as a lawyer in 
Arkansas, was that she was still 
“standing by her man" - even 
at the cost of their future fi- 
nancial security. Mrs Clinton 
was the main breadwinner 
through the Arkansas years, 
earning considerably more 
than her husband as governor 
of one of the poorest states in 
America. 

The timing of the payment - 
which was reported to have 
been dispatched on Tuesday by 
Mr Clinton’s lawyers - seemed 
designed to ensure that the 
Paula Jones case was closed 
before the drama of the Senate 
impeachment trial begins 
today. Ms Jones had instituted 
her case in 1995, stemming 
from an incident in the 
Arkansas capital Little Rock, 
four years before when, she al- 
leged, Mr Clinton had invited 
her to a hotel room and asked 
her to perform oral sex. 


UN considers French plan 
to lift oil embargo on Iraq 
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THE FIRST gfenpse of a possible 
break in the diplomatic logjam 
over future United Nations pol- 
icy on Iraq surfaced yesterday 
when the French government 
stepped forward with a contro- 
versial proposal to lift the eight- 

year oil embargo cm the country 

and to create a scaled-down 
regime of weapons inspections. 

As the Security Council was 
preparing last night to study the 
three-point proposal there were 
tentative indications that Britan, 
customarily allied with the Unit- 
ed States in opposing any (Elu- 
tion of UN measures on Iraq, 
may be willing to consider it as 
a way (Abridging divisions on fu- 
ture Iraq policy This could leave 
Washington isolated at the UN. 
^ Speaking on condition of 
■ . anonymity one British official 
sakiLondonwasnotyetinapo- 
sition to consider the lifting of the 
oil embargo. He went on to con- 
cede, however; that some trade- 
off may be possible in the 


By David usborne 
in New York 

Security Council mvolvingen&ng 
the embargo and simultaneous 
ty placing new controls on Iraq to 
bar it from developing new 
weapons of mass destruction. 

In Paris, the French Fbreign 
Ministry issued a statement 
arguing that in the wake of De- 
cember's cruise missile strikes 
on Iraq by Britain and the US, 
any notion of returning to the 
status quo ante, involving both 
invasive inspections by the UN 
and the maintenance of all 
sanctions, would be unrealistic. 

“PYance thinks that it is time 
fbr the Security Council to con- 
sider that no progress can be 
made by an illusory resumption 
of previous methods," it said. 
Daniel Vaillant, Minister for 
Parliamentary Relations, 
added: “Trance is proposing 
something that will allow os to 
get out of toe current impasse." 


The diplomatic moves co- 
incided with fresh military ac- 
tivity yesterday over the 
northern Iraq no-ffy zone. Hie 
Pentagon confirmed that US 
warplanes had fired on Iraqi 
anti-aircraft missile sites in 
toe region. It was the third 
su&incukm this week. The no- 
fly zones are patrolled by both 
American and British jets. 

“There are indications that 
coalition aircraft were fired 
upon at least once by at least 
one Iraqi surface-to-air mis- 
sile," a spokesman said. “The 
coalition air crews acted in self- 
defence." He said all coalition 
planes returned safety and de- 
nied Iraqi claims that its forces 
had “hit” one “enemy" plane. 

Under UN policy Iraq is al- 
lowed to export a limited vol- 
ume of ofl. The revenue from 
the exports is under strict UN 
control and can only be spent 
on importing foods and medi- 
cines. It is unclear whether 


France, which has long had an 
eye on helping Iraq to revive its 
oil industry, envisages main- 
tamingsuch controls if the em- 
bargo itself is lifted. 

More vexing is the issue of 
how controls on Iraq’s sus- 
pected weapons programmes 
could be maintained without the 
return of the Unscom inspec- 
tors, the special UN commis- 
sion charged with hunting 
down Iraq's armaments. Clear- 
ly suggesting that Unscom it- 
self should be shelved, Paris 
said it envisaged a new in- 
spection team “under a re- 
formed commission, in order to 
guarantee its independence 
and reinforce its professional- 
ism". This appeared to be a 
swipe at Richard Butlec the Un- 
scom chief, who has recently 
denied allegations that his 
inspectors had become infil- 
trated by American spies. 

Leading article. 
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IN BRIEF 

Iran-British relationship warms 

IRAN AND Britain are expected to upgrade their diplomatic 
tipg tn ambassa dorial levels soon, after years erf tension 
over the Salman Rushdie affair; an Iranian newspaper 
reported yesterday. It said the two countries had decided to 
appoint their current charges d’affaires as a m bas s a d ors. 

Bosnia war crimes suspect buried 

THOUSANDS OF people yesterday attended the funeral of 
a Bosnian Serb war-crimes suspect Dragan Gagovic was 
sought by the UN war crimes tribunal for raping and 
torturing Muslim women in 1992 and 1993, but was killed 
by French Nato solders as they fried to arrest him. 

Editor held over report of ‘coup 9 

A ZIMBABWEAN editor spent his second day detained by 
military police yesterday after Ms newspaper reported on 
the arrest of 23 soldiers for plotting a coup. The 
government has denied the report in the Standard 
newspaper which is edited by Mark Cbavuduka, 34. 

Security agency bans a Furby 

THE AMERICAN National Security Agency has banned a 
FUihx a toy resembling an owl with tufts of hair and huge 
pink ears from its Fort Meade premises in Maryland. It is 
considered a threat to national security because it con- 
tains a computer chip that allows it to record sounds. 


Whodunit wife 
denies murder 
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THE WEEKEND was meant as 
a Valentine's Day getaway for 
couples with a taste for murder 
mysteries. The highlight was an 
Agatha Christie-style whodunit 
performed by amateur actors, 
with the audience participating 
to identity the kOlec Hie play 
was a ML However; within 
hours a guest was found dead. 

This is the strange scenario 
at the heart of a murder trial in 
Ea ston , Maryland on the shore 
of Chesapeake Bay. Prosecutors 
contend that cnUFbhruaiy last 
yean Kimberly Hricko, 32, re- 
turned to her room after toe play 
with her husband, Stephen, and 
murdered him. 

Mrs Hricko is accused of ad- 
ministering poison to her hus- 
band. Hours before, the couple 
had watched how, in toe play, 
a groom died after sipping 
poison-laced champagne. 


By David usborne 

Robert Dean, the prosecu- 
tor; told the jury that the 
couple had been having long- 
running marital difficulties 
and that Mrs Hricko stood to 
collect $200,000 (026,000) in life 
assurance on her husband's 
death. 

According to the defence, 
Mrs Hricko, who denies murder; 
left toe hotel alone after the play 
to visit friends. When she re- 
turned she found her room filled 
with smoke. Stephen Hricko, 35, 
was dead. 

Documents filed by the po- 
lice sqy that Mrs Hricko bad 
told friends that she wanted to 
kill her husband. She is alleged 
to have described how she 
would administer poison to 
paralyse him and then set fire 
to the room. 
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Nigerians drive rebels from Freetown f 
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THE REBEL army that invad- 
ed Freetown has been driven 
into the hills surrounding the 
Sierra Leone capital, according 
to the commando' of the Vilest 
African intervention force. 

“The operation is almost 
complete,” Cdr Timothy Shel- 
pidi said yesterday in Ids first 
briefing on the military position 
since the rebels launched their 
attack on Freetown on 6 Janu- 
ary. He said there were a few 


ByAllieu Ibrahim 
KAMARA in Freetown 
and Auex Duval Smith 


rebels Mdingm the shanty towns 
around the Kissy area, in the east 
of the city, but he described 
these as isolated pockets. 

Cdr Shelpidi said the inters 
vention force, Ecomog, had 
suffered only light casualties, 
while rebel casualties num- 
bered over 1,000 - but the in- 


vaders had caused “colossal* 

damage to parts of Freetown. 

As the fighting died down, 
Sierra Leone's rebels - widely 
seen as ruthless and with scant 
popular support - moved a 
step nearer to political legiti- 
macy when thear leader offered 
a ceasefire in return for his 
freedom. 

The Sierra Leone president, 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, who is 
being guarded by Nigerian 


troops, was due to bear today 
the conditions of the rebel 
leader Foday Sankoh, through 
a United Nations intermediary. 
Mr Sankoh is bong held in 
Conakry capital of neighbour- 
ing Guinea. 

It was not clear whether for- 
mal talks were being proposed 
by either party to end the dvfl 
wan But a senior UN repre- 
sentative suggested yesterday 
that President Kabbah was unr 


likely to agree to Mr Sahkoh's 

demand. Mr Sanknh fn nndAr nf 

the Revolutionary United 
Front, made the demand at 
talks in Conakry on Tuesday 
after being flown to Guinea 
from Freetown where he was 
being held in jail after his con- 
viction Ah’ high treason and 
murder last October 
In Freetown yesterday, 
where sporadic gunfire was 
heard as Ecomog carried out 


house-to-house searches in the 
east of the city two Roman 
Catholic missionaries were re- 
leased from captivity. 

Ecomog said Manrizio Boa 
and Giuliano Pini had been 
used by the rebels as human 
5lw»lds during fighting on Mon- 
day. A Vatican spokesman said 
Ecomog soldiers initially as- 
saulted the Italian priests, be- 
lieving them to be European 

mercenaries fitting alongside 


the rebels^ A third Italian priest, 

Mario Guerra, was still being 
hdd by the rebels. 

The UN official said that, oe- 


sioes ms nwwui, - 

had asked for official recogni- 
tion of the RUF, which has 
been accused by aid officials 
and civilians of atrocities 
agains t unar med Villagers. 

Witnesses who fled eastern 
Freetown said the rebels had 
killed scores of civilians and 


taken many hostage-indud- 

ing women and 

jpg their retreat from the city. 

The UN refugee agency 
warned again yesterday of a 

•li . v.iwntiifanATI nlSflSter 
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inFreetown because hundreds 
of thousands of people have 
been trapped in their homes 
without water and unable to go 
outside to get food. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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Judge shifts 
goalposts in 
Anwar trial 


A MALAYSIAN judge amended 
four corruption chaiges against 
the country’s ousted finance 
minister Anwar Ibrahim yes- 
terday, prompting the former 
cabinet member to protest he 
had been unfairly smeared by 
sex allegations. 

“They already stripped me 
naked. Now they are amending 
the charges.' 1 a f umin g Mr 
Anwar said during a break in 
his sex and corruption trial, 
which is now in its 10th week. 

Mr Anwar was sacked and 
arrested in September, and 
later indicted on five counts 
each of corruption and sodomy. 
He has pleaded not guilty to all 
of the charges. 

Prosecutors said their 
amendments involved only 
changes in the wording and did 
not alter the thrust of the cor- 
ruption charges under initial 
examination at the High Court 

But the defence team said 
they narrowed the focus of the 
charges after the prosecution 
had spent over two months 
producing sordid testimony. Mr 
Anwar's chief counsel. Raja 
Aziz Raja Addruse, said the 
prosecutors were now trying to 
avoid proving the allegations of 
sexual misconduct and sodomy 
-They are seeking to procure a 


BY K BARANEE KfUSHNAAN 
in Kuala Lumpur 


lower onus of proof," be said. 

Legal experts said the pros- 
ecution was entitled to the 
move, but questioned its timing 
and motive. “The prosecution 
has the right to amend charges 
whenever it wishes, bnt many 
people are wondering why they 
have done so at this stage,” an 
independent lawyer said. 

Others asked why govern- 
ment lawyers had shamed Mr 
Anwar with lurid testimony if 
they had no intention of prov- 
ing it “I don't know whether it 
was more for public consump- 
tion." said R R Chelvarajah, 
vice-president of the Malaysian 
Bar Council. 

High Court Judge Augustine 
Paul, who is both judge and jury 
in the trial at the centre of the 
current political turbulence in 
Malaysia, sided with the pros- 
ecution. “I'm of the viewthat it’s 
no real substantive change.” 
the judge said. 

Mr Anwar's defence team 
countered later in the day, 
announcing that they planned 
to call the Prime Minister; Ma- 
hathir Mohamad, and three 
other cabinet ministers as wit- 
nesses in the trial (Reuters) 
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Anwar Ibrahim’s wife and daughter joining protesters outside the court In Kuala Lumpur yesterday Reuters 


THE COLLAPSE of a footbridge. 
kflUng at least 40 people buried 
into the river below, has final- 
ly prompted a crackdown on 
corruption and shoddy work in 
the Chinese budding industry 

“How can people live when 
theywalk on bridges or pass by 
tVrmking they maybe 

caught in a sudden collapse of 
such structures?” the Con- 
struction Minister, Yil Zheng- 
sheng, said in a report 
yesterday. Over the past few 
years there have been repeat- 
ed reports of problems with 
pooriy buflt bridges, but few ac- 
cidents were properly detailed 

In the m edia. 

But this latest disaster 
whose victims included 18 sol- 
diers out for a jog appears to 
have alerted the government to 
the problems. 

The accident happened on 4 
January in Qipang county on 
fte outskirts of the western city 
of Chongqing. 

Yesterday the CTrnia Daily 
said four people had been 
detained in an investigation 
and two removed from their 
jobs. Structural problems, sub- 
standard reinforced concrete 
and poor maintenance were 
the main causes of the 
collapse. 

Mr Yb said the number of 


BY TERESA POOLE 

in Peking 




complaints about poor con- 
struction had risen 50 per cent 
since 1997. 

In another case, a highway 
in Yunnan province was dosed 
days after opening because of 
subsidence caused by shoddy 
construction materiaL 

As ever in China, corruption 
is often the cause of such prob- J. 
lems. Corrupt companies and ' 
officials agree to cut corners 
and costs and pocket the 
money saved. Cadres can be 
bribed into giving safety and 
completion certificates, despite 
the sub-standard work. 

The government i- c again 
making a determined *jfort to 
crack down on corruption gen- 
erally but the scale of the prob- 
lem is overwhelming. Last year; 
it was announced yesterday, 
the country handled 108,828 
cases of bribery and dereliction 
of duty. 

Of more than 40,000 people 
investigated in the cases, 1,820 1 
were government officials 
ranking above the county level 
and 7,005 were judicial and 
administrative officials, said 
Han Zhnhin, the head of the 
Supreme People’s Procura- 
torate. 
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THE THEFT of confidential 
papers and computer disks 
from the Washington office of a 
US political consultant advising 
Ehud Barak, the leader of the 
Israeli Labour party is inject' 
ing fresh venom into the 
Israeli election campaign 
The burglars entered the 
office of Stanley Greenberg a 
prominent Democratic pollster 
through an air vent aod then cut 
a hole through the ceiling. Tbl 
SQbers tein, Mr Barak's cam- 
paign manager said the thieves 
“knew exactly what they want- 
ed because the only file taken 
was one dealing with the Israeli 
campaign". 

The Israeli press yesterday 
compared the theft to the 
Watergate burglary of 1974 
when a break-in at the Demo- 
cratic Party headquarters or- 
-.'Jk chestrated from the White 
' House ultimately ted to the res- 
,7 igoation of President Richard 
Nixon. The run-up to the Israeli 
election, which takes place on 
’V 17 May, is parti culariy ran- 
. corous because the two leading 
; candidates, Mr Barak and Ben- 
’ ' jaroin Netanyahu, the Prime 

) Mmister; are pnmp AHn g fl g?iingt- 

• former colleagues. 

> Sergeant Joe Gentile, of the 

) District of Columbia police, 
i confirmed that the robbers en- 
'* I tered the offices of Greenberg 
r - ' Quinlan Research late on Mon- 
day night or early Tuesday and 
' stole confidential files. He said 
the police and the FBI were 
investigating the possibility 
that “certain documents were 
targeted*'. 

Several members of the 
Labour party were quick to 
suggest that Mr Netanyahu’s 
Likud party was behind the 


By Patrick Cockbuhn 
in Jerusalem 

burglary, although AGza Goren, 
Mr Barak’s spokeswoman, 
said: “We cannot point to any 
guilty party and certainly have 
no idea who did tins." Likud 
said it hoped the thieves would 
be caught 

Both Labour and Likud have 
hired American political con- 
sultants for the coming cam- 
paign. In the 1996 election Mr 
Netanyahu’s victory was pari- 
ty credited to Arthur Finkel- 
stein, a right-wing American 
consultant w!m advised him on 
tactics and strategy Mr Green- 
berg has in the past played a 
leading role in advising Presi- 
dent BQl Clinton. 

The Labour party milked 
the incident for all it was worth 
yesterday, but was nervous of 
giving the impression that its 
political policies were being 
decided in the US. It said an im- 
portant decisions on the elec- 
tion were made in Israel. 

Mr Barak’s campaign is al- 
ready floundering because of 
the emergence of centrist can- 
didates, such as the former 

chief of staff Am n on Li pfrin - 

Shahak, who are convinced the 
Labour leader cannot beat Mr 
Netanyahu. Mr Barak also 
faced a fresh row at the Labour 
party convention yesterday be- 
cause he wants to put his own 
allies high up on the Labour list 
for the Knesset elections. That 
would force a number of party 
veterans out of politics. 

Hagai Meiron, a Labour 
Knesset member; left die party 
earlier in the week because he 
was “not built to serve in the 
court of a one-man ruler”. 



A Russian soldier at the Ruci bridge between Abkhazia and Georgia. Many believe Abkhazian separatists were provoked by factions within Russia Scott McNee 

Deadly harvest in an agricultural paradise 


“I HAVE nothing left, I have no 
money and ny belongings are 
burnt; but I can’t live here like 
this; 1 must go bade and if they 
kill me, they kill me.” ZisaDari 
is one of the 40000 refugees dri- 
ven out of Gafiin the separatist 
Georgian province of Abkhazia 
by a new sweep of ethnic 
deansing last May. Like many 
she has moved onty a few kik>- 
metresovertbebordertoZug- 
tfidi, the other side of the Inguri 
river, from where tire watched 
the plumes of black smoke that 
marked the destruction of the 
Gali villages by the Abkhaz 

militia. 

Under the presidency of 
Vladislav Ardzinba, the un- 
recognised Republic of Abk- 
hazia has expelled almost all 


ethnic Georgians from the 
province in favour of the 
minority Abkhaz. Georgia 
already supports more than 
300,000 displaced Georgians 
who fled duripg the dvfl war of 
1992-93. 

Abkhazia was known as the 
garden of Russia. For the 
refugees in Zugdidi, most of 
them farmers, the decision to 
risk crossing back over the bor- 
der to gather crops is a simple 
choice between extreme hard- 
ship and possible death at the 
hands of the Ab khaz militia 
and her family have de- 
rided to take the risk. 

“In June my husband wait 
back to our village. On his re- 
turn he was taken by the Abk- 
haz and beaten and tortured. 


Frontline 

ABKHAZIA 


He tried to run for the border 
but died before be reached 
Zugdidi. One time I too was 
captured; they beat roe and told 
me that I was not allowed to 
move on their territory; but 
what can I do? I have to get 
food for my children." 

Despite the danger there is 
still a steady movement to and 
fro, usually undertaken by the 
older female family m emb ers 
who are considered least at 
risk from the partisan groups 
roaming the regioaMapy of the 
older residents, like Zisa. say 
they prefer to risk death in re- 
turning to what remains of 


their villages than end their 
days crammed 13 to a room in 
a freezing schoolhouse. 

Mine explosions are still a 
daily occurrence, and cross- 
border shooting has taken 
place as recently as the past 
mo nth Last September Ardz- 
inba requested a meeting with 
the Georgian President, Ed- 
ward Sbevardnaze, amid fears 
that renewed hostilities would 
break out The talks have yet to 
materialise. 

News of the planned meet- 
ing has not been wefl received. 
Hie shooting of three United 
Nations observers in Sukumi 


on 21 September was regard- 
ed by mazy as a direct attempt 
to undermine the negotiations. 
Tamaz NadareishvUi, chair- 
man of the Supreme Counril of 
Abkhazia in exile, supports Mr 
Shevardnaze’s efforts in theo- 
ry, but no longer feels that 
anything can be achieved by 
peaceful negotiation. “Some 
300,000 people are homeless 
and have waited five years to 
return. We have no hope that 
politically this will be possible 
without war." 

Mr Nadareisbvili supports 
the popular belief that the Abk- 
hazian separatists were 
strongly provoked and sup- 
ported by certain factions with- 
in Russia who still oppose 
Georgian independence. How 


else, he argues, could the eth- 
nic Abkhaz, n umb ering onty 
80,000, have overthrown the 
majority Georgian population? 
While this view is shared by 
Zurab Zhvania, chairman of the 
Georgian parliament, he is 
swift to point out that the last 
thing Georgia needs is a dete- 
rioration m relations with their 
powerful next door neighbour. 

“We are extremely inter- 
ested in a well-balanced, very 
close, economic and cultural 
relationship with Russia. We 
don't want anybody in Russia 
to think that we will present 
any threat But we demand 
equal relations, and that small 
countries have the right to 
eryoy their independence.” 

HETTIE JUDAH 
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Briefing 


IPC restructure to cut 200 staff 

ETC, THE MAGAZINE publisher behind titles such as 
Loaded and Country Life, yesterday announced plans to 
cut about 200 staff and restructure its business into five 
divisions. The changes are designed to cut annual costs by 
about £6 xzl The cuts will raise fears that IPC has not been 
performing as well as expected since it was bought by a 
manage ment team, backed by the venture capital group 
Cinven, for £880m twelve months ago. 


Investors back BTR-Siebe merger 

THE £8BN merger between 
tbe engineering groups 
Siebe and BTR was 
approved overwhelmingly 
by shareholders in both 
companies yesterday. 
Despite suggestions of a 
revolt by institutional 
investors over the terms of 
the all-paper deal, Siebe 
shareholders voted 99 per 
cent In favour while BTR 
shareholders backed the 
merger by a similar 

crushing majority The enlarged business, one of the 
biggest controls and automation groups in the world, 
will be run by Siebe’s chief executive Allen Yorko 
(pictured). Siebe shareholders will own 55 per cent of 
the company and BTR shareholders 45 per cent 


Carpetbagger drops out 

STEPHEN MAJOR, the plumber from Lisburn, Northern 
Ireland who tabled a proposal for Bradford & Bingley to 
convert to a bank, yesterday dropped out of elections to the 
society’s board. Mr Major said he had never wanted to be a 
director and was bowing out to avoid mud-slinging from 
the media. But he said he would still campaign for the 
society to convert Bradford & Bingley's 2.5 million 
members are due to vote on his proposal, for the society to 
take steps towards conversion, at an annual general 
meeting on 26 April. 
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Brazil financial crisis sends 




world markets into turmoil 
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■ Double blow sends share prices 
plunging across the globe 

■ $41m bailout in doubt as Brazil 
abandons defence of currency 

■ Concern grows over China as 
$3bn debts are revealed 


TEra WORT .TTK finonraal marfepte 

phmged into turmoil yesterday 
following dear signs that the 

Crisis in Pmf »rghT g mar kiRts is for 
from oven 

Brazil abandoned its attempt 
to defend its currency a condi- 
tion of the rescue package it ne- 
gotiated with the Inte rnational 
Monetary EVmd in November: 
The move triggered the resig- 
nation of Gustavo Franco, gov- 
ernor of the country's central 
hank, and called into question 
the future of the $4L5bn bailout 

Tbe Brazilian drama followed 
the eariier news that Guangdong 
Enterprises, the Chinese gov- 
ernment’s holding company for 
businesses in the province, had 
debts of $2.94bn. Foreign in- 
vestors in those businesses will 
be asked to provide new capital 
to refinance them. 

The double whammy sent 

stnrir maHmls raiding, althou gh 

shares in London and New York 
recovered from earlier lows. 

The FTSE 100 index closed 
down nearly 184 points at 5,850, 
having dropped as much as 287 
points. By noon in New York, the 
Dow Jones index was 158 lower 
at 9,316.86, after felling as much 
as 261 points in earty trade. 

The US Administration re- 
acted with barelyconcealed ner- 
vousness to the Brazilian moves. 
A collapse of the Latin American 
economy would hit US trade very 
badly at a time when the trade 
deficit is already soaring, and 
problems on Wall Street would 
very quickly dent the Adminis- 
tration's reputation as a solid 
economic manager 

President BQl Clinton made 
a statement backing Brazfl. and 
urging it to continue with reform. 
“We have a strong interest in 
seeing Brazil, with whom we 
have worked on so many im- 
portant things around the world, 
carry forward with its econom- 
ic reform plan and succeed," he 
said. 

US officials consulted with 


BY DIANE COYLE, 
Andrew Marshall, 
lea Paterson 
and Andrew Garfield 


other Group of Seven nations, 
and US Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury Lany Summers, who 
wtopts inter national affairs, can- 
celled a trip to New York. Mr' 
Summers, along with Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin, 
brokered the $4i.5bn deal to 
prop up Brazil’s economy. 

The International Monetary 
Rind made no comment It pro- 
vided $l8bn of last year’s pack- 
age, of which $5 .3bn has already 
been disbursed. Brazil can draw 
another $45bn by late February 
as long as it meets the conditions 
of the package. 

Deputy finance ministers 
from the G7 countries are due to 
meet on Saturday and finance 
minister and central bank gov- 
ernors will meet in Bonn next 
month. The (fire economic situ- 
ation in Brazil and the danger 
that China will be the next 
emerging economy to plunge 
into crisis will be on the agenda. 

Brazil annmmryd that its cur- 
rency would trade in a new, 
wider range of L2 to 132 reals 
to file dollar; rather than the pre- 
vious 1J2-1.22 reals. The rate fell 
hnmediatety to the top of the new 
band, an effective 9 per cent de- 
valuation.The move followed a 
renewal of massive capital flight, 
which reached $1.2bn on 
Hies day. 

Ffernando Henrique Cardoso, 
Brazil's president, pledged that 
congress would approve his gov- 
ernmrat’sbudget-cutting plans, 
another key part of the IMF pro- 
gramme. He also announced 
plans to increase the tax on 
financial transactions. 

Francisco Lopes, the new 
central bank governor; tried to 
stem speculation about further 
devaluation, and said Brazil had 
almost $45bn in foreign ex- 
change reserves as ammunition 
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New York traders surrounding the post for Telebras, the Brazilian telephone company, yesterday. American 
banks have about $25.6bn of loans to Brazil " AP 
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to defend the new range. 

The Bovespa share price 
index had fallen 10 per cent in 
early trading and was dosed fix' 
half an hour but recovered to a 
5 per cent fell by late afternoon. 

US banks have around $74bn 
of loans to Latin America, of 
which $25.6bn is to Brazfl, ac- 
cording to figures published by 
the federal Reserve in October 
Chase Manhattan, the biggest 
American lender to the region 


with loans of Sl3-6bn and recent 
owner of Banco Patrimoau) de 
Investimentos. the country's 
third biggest investment bank, 
fell $3*8 to $70. Citigroup which 
is Brazil's eighth largest private 
sector bank fell $6.75 to $49. 

In London. National West- 
minster Bank was the hardest 
hit its share price falling 10 per 
cent at one point, despite baring 
minimal exposure to Latin 
America Lloyds puts its total 


loan exposure at £1-3hn. less 
than 0.8 per cent of total assetts. 
HSBC has around $2fibn of 
Brazilian loans outstanding. 

Stock markets in Madrid and 
Lisbon, perceived as having the 
largest exposure to Latin Amer- 
ica, were worst hit Madrid's 
benchmark index tumbled by €.8 
percent while in Portugal lead- 
ing shares fell by 3.7 per cent 

In Germany shares in 
Deutsche Bank fell 7.3 per cent. 


while rival Dresdner saw its 
shares tumble by &1 per cent 
The benchmark Dax Xetra 
index dosed down 214.01 points, 
or 4.1 per cent at 4982.12. 

In the Far East concerns 
about China’s debts sent Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng index down 
437.79 points to dose at 10,273.77. 

Investor flightto quality sent 
US and Western European 
bonds soaring, and yields M to 
near-record lows. 
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Green still wants 
Sears despite 
investor handout 


PHILIP GREEN, the retail en- 
trepreneur stalking Sears, is 
still interested in launching a 
formal bid for the company 
and will reveal his hand in the 
next few days. The news came 
after Sears announced a down- 
beat Christmas trading state- 
ment and the sale of its 
Creation store card. 

It has sold the former Sears 
Card operation to two French 
banks for £l41m. Sears share- 
holders will receive a special 
payment of I4lp per share, a 
far higher figure than eariier es- 
timates. Sears also said it is in 
discussions regarding the sale 
of a number of properties with 
net book value of £L34m. 

Though Sears seemed confi- 
dent it had “spiked Mr Green's 
guns”, the retail entrepreneur 
appeared undaunted yesterday 
‘'They’ve given money to every- 


BY NIGEL COPE 

Associate City Editor 


one else so it's about time they 
gave some to the shareholders," 
he said. “But it doesn't change 
anything. Wfe are studying the 
position. I will be discussing the 
situation with my advisers and 
well take it from there.” 

Mr Green has just returned 
to Britain after spending the 
Christmas holidays abroad He 
has already had a 340p ap- 
proach rejected as the board 
felt it had too many conditions 
attached. However it is by no 
means certain that Mr Green 
will increase his price. 

As one analyst commented: 
“Given the Sears management 
track record so far; would you 
rather have 340p or I4lp for the 
company in April and leave 
them in charge?" 




Morgan shares 
plummet on 
profit warning 
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Sir Bob Reid Heft), chairman of Sears, has not 
succeeded in spiking the guns of Philip Green 


Sears has sold its Creation Fi- 
nancial Services division to 
Groupe Cofinoga and Banque 
National de Paris. The £L4lm 
price tag was higher than eariier 
expectations of £110m-£L20m. 

Sears' trading statement 
showed that the group is con- 
timnng t/i suffer from fragfle con- 
sumer confidence and a weak 
portfolio of formats. In the 23 
weeks to 9 January its clothing 
division, which takes in Miss Sel- 
fridge, Richards and Adams 


childrenswear, saw sales in- 
crease 5 per cent on last year 
but fell 1 per cent on a like-for- 
like baas. Over the same period 
sales at Freemans, Sears' mail- 
order operation, fell 5 per cent 

Mr Green had been waiting 
to see the trading update before 
making his next move. His key 
challenge is to win over Sears’ 

major shareholder; Philips & 
Drew, which holds 24 per cent. 

Sears shares closed 25p 
higher at 310.5p 


Jobless fall 'just a statistical blip’ 


THERE WAS an unexpected 
piece of good news for the Gov- 
emment yesterday as unem- 
ployment fell to its lowest level 
in almost two decades. 

But economists warned that 
jobless totals would almost cer- 
tainly rise again in coming 
months, and said the figures 
should be no barrier to another 
UK interest-rate cut 

The number of people claim- 
ing benefit tumbled by 14,000 in 
December to U3l million, the 
lowest level since June 1980. 
Unemployment also fell on the 
Government’s preferred ELO 
measure, a more broadly-based 
estimate of the jobless total. A 


By lea Paterson 


sharp fell in the number of 
women out of work helped to 
take the ILO measure down by 
26,000 to 1.79 million between 
September and November. 

Employment reached 
record levels, said the Office for 
National Statistics, with ser- 
vices industries such as bank- 
ing and finance leading job 
creation. But jobs continued to 
be lost in manufacturing: in the 
three months to November the 
number of manufacturing jobs 
was 1.5 per cent lower than in 
the same period in 1997, 
according to official figures. 


City analysts, who had ex- 
pected a rise in both' measures 
of unemployment, called the fell 
in the jobless total a statistical 
blip. Some said mild December 
weather may have boosted the 
construction industry. Others 
attributed the fell in unem- 
ployment to the Government’s 
welfare- to-work programme. 

Sudhir Junankhar, associ- 
ate director of economic analy- 
sis at tbe Confederation of 
British Industry, said; “The 
slight fells in underlying un- 
employment are welcome but 
seem unlikely to continue given 
other evidence of an increasing 
slowdown in the economy. Fur- 


ther interest-rate cuts are still 
needed to stave off the danger 
of an outright recession." 

Ken Wattret at Paribas said- 
“Die real economy tells us that 
things win be pretty nasty in the 
first and second quarters. From 
the perspective of interest rates, 
nothing has realty changed.” 

Dharshini David at HSBC 
said: "Surveys indicate that 
employment will* fell and un- 
employment rise over the com- 
ing months. Services job . 
creation in particular is likely 
to tail off" The data would 
have a limited impact on the 
rate-setting Monetary Policy 
Committee, said Ms David. 


SHOCK WAVES reverberated 
through the engineering sector 
yesterday after Morgan 
Crucible, the industrial ce- 
ramics group, issued a profits 
warning and announced 1,000 
jobs losses worldwide. 

The warning sent Morgan 
Crucible shares down by 30 per 
cent and prompted sharp folk 
in other engineering stocks, the 
worst hit being other companies 
exposed to overseas markets. 

Morgan Crucible said that 
profits for the year just ended 
would be 15-20 per cent lower 

than the £108m recorded in the 

previous year The group said it 
was responding with a “major 
attack" mi overheads and man- 
ning levels and the disposal of 
businesses with combined 
turnover of £200m-£300m a year 

The 1,000 redundancies will 
cost the group £l5m and will be 

spread across Europe, Asia 
and America. The group de- 
clined to say how may job 
losses there would be the UK 
where it employs 4,000 out of a 
group total of 15,000. 

Vic Maundrell, the board di- 
rector running the group's 
technical ceramics division, is 


By Michael Harrison 


Morgan Crucible shares fell 
70p to I83.5p, wiping £l82m 
from its market capitalisation. 

Other engineering stocks fell in 

its wake, with Bodycote off by 
9 per cent, DVD off by 8 per cent, jfe 
Cookson by 7 per cent and ^ 
Johnson Matthey by 6 per cent 

November and December 
are usually highly profitable 
months for Morgan Crucible 
but last year the group was hit 
py cuts in inventory levels and 
deferment or order into the new 
year. 

In the US, the influx of Asian 
geel imports meant that fewer 
blast furnace refiirbishmente 
were carried out reducing de- 
?and for Morgan Crucible's re- 
fractory products. 

The group was also affected 
by the rescheduling of compo- 
nent orders following the Gen- 
eral Motors strike and 
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for a pay-off of up to £360,000. 
He is on a two-year contract 
and earned £180,000 last year, 
kj Norris, chief executive, 

said that the group had been hit 

by a downturn in orders from 
several of its major customers 
including the steel semicon- 
ductox; car and aerospace in- 
dustries. However, Morgan 
Crucible is maintaining its div- 

idend and says it fc optimist 

that profits will increase in the 
second half of this 


“^? efe 7 al of orders led to a 
£i2.m reduction in business 
while currency translation 
another £3^m off proF- 
ts ^ cause of the strong pound. 

°i gan Crucible said the 
dovmturn had been “swift and 

adding that the cost- 

aitog measures it hadnowput 

"odd hit profits in the 
the current 

it forecast that benefits 
wouid begm to flow through in 

2? **** six months and 

"significan™ 
“ profits in future years 
Provided that there 
^*J)ertnariied deterioration in 
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Brazilian currency yields to reality 







WHAT DOES the Brazilian crisis 
mean for Western markets? Its 
most obvious lesson is the same as 
that of the Asian and Russian crises 
- that pouring bQlions of dollars of 
International Monetary Fund aid 
into these countries is an entirely 
pointless and largely inappropriate 
policy response. 

On all three occasions now, the 
money has ended up going foil cir- 
cle: the capital injection has helped 
finance a massive capital wifo- 
. drawaL Far from supporting these 
countries in their hour of need, it 
has merely gone towards bailing out 
Western creditors. Plainly this is not 
a good use of taxpayers’ money. 

In the case of Brazil, the lesson 
is a doubly poignant one, since 
parts of the G7, mainly Germany 
backed to some extent by Britain, 
opposed the package on precisely 
these grounds - that private, main- 
ly western, creditors were taking 
none of the pain. It was the US, 
whose banks and companies have 
most to lose from a Latin American 
meltdown, that bulldozed the pro- 
posals through. 

In effectively devaluing the real, 
Brazil has acted unilaterally. So de- 
spite their assistance, the IMF and 
the Federal Reserve are no longer 
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in control of the process, and there- 
fore end up looking even more silly 
than they did before. The IMF was 
never intended as a mechanism for 
refinancing western creditors and 
markets, but that is what its pur- 
pose seems to have become. As first 
Russia and now Brazil have shown, 
the IMF cannot even expect these 
countries to stick to their side of the 
bargam nowadays. The IMF has be- 
come a laughing stock, and an 
easy touch at that 
The Brazilian crisis, then, has 
once again highlighted the inade- 
quacies of the international safety 
net operated tty the IMF A safety 
net for who? Hie developing world 
or the West? 


On the other hand, at this stage 
the Brazilian crisis doesn't appear 
as serious a one as Russia or Asia. 
This is partly because it was so well 
anticipated, so there is a certain 
"yawn, here we go again" in- 
evitability about it That western 
Stock markets should have been 
badly hit by yesterday’s devaluation 
was therefore something of a 
surprise. 

Tb the extent that Western cred- 
itors and banks haven't covered 
their exposure to the region by 
trousering the IMF's money, they 
may have already largely provided 
for it Furthermore, if the Brazilian 
government can push through its 
proposed austerity package, it may 
be able to hold the devaluation 
within the limits set yesterday. The 
free fall in the value of the curren- 
cy that occurred in the Fhr East and 
Russia might be avoided. 

On the negative ride. Brazil and 
possibly the rest of the region too, 
are now almost certain to sink into 
recession. That makes the US’s po- 
sition as what Lombard Street Re- 
search pomtedty calls ‘‘consumer of 
last resort” even more key to main- 
taining the overall health of the 
world economy. 

Obviously Wall Street valuations 


are looking more and more difficult 
to justify but so tongas interest rates 
keep falling, flooding western mar- 
kets with liquidity, the moment of 
truth keeps mi getting postponed. 
The bears may have to wait a little 
bit longer yet to be proved correct 

Dixons fever 

THERE WERE two striking features 
about Dixons' results yesterday. 
One was the continued soaraway 
success of foe group’s Freeserve in- 
ternet service provider The other 
was price deflation. The latter is be- 
ginning to strife home across a huge 
range of differentproduct areas. But 
nowhere is it more evident than in 
electrical goods. 

Take personal computers. A cou- 
ple of years ago a deceit high spec- 
ification PC would have set you back 
a good £1,800. Last year it would 
have cost around £1,200 and you 
would probably have got more fea- 
tures. more software and possibly 
a free printer thrown in. Now you 
can pick up a reasonable PC fcx- £500 
from some supermarkets. 

There are several reasons for 
this. One is the Asian crisis, which 
has led to plunging prices for com- 


ponent such as chips. Another is ris- 
ing volumes. As PC sales grow, the 
increased volume leads to 
economies of scale and lower 
prices. A third reason is increased 
competition on the high street 
Dixons may have 20 per cent of the 
UK market, but competition is ris- 
ing, from the supermarkets and di- 
rect sellers such as Tiny and Time 
which have set up their own high 
retail chains. 

Most retailers regard price de- 
flation as a bete noire, but for 
Dixons there maybe benefits. One 
is that as PC penetration grows, it 
means Dixons and others are like- 
ly to enjoy higher sales of periph- 
erals and software. Another is that 
it seems unlikely that Dixons pass- 
es on the foil benefit of product price 
deflation to consumers immedi- 
ately. So there is at least the po- 
tential to widen margins. 

Dixons would dispute this, of 
course, saying that competition in 
the market is far too tough to en- 
able such practices to go unpun- 
ished. But it was only a couple of 
months ago, remember, that Intel 
the chip maker; blamed Dixons for 
using its market dominance to 
overcharge for PCs. That prompt- 
ed Peter Mandelson (remember 


him?) to get involved and there is 
now an OFT investigation into PC 
prices. 

Not that Dixons shareholders 
will be complaining. On the back of 
the company’s Freeserve success 

and the launch of digital television, 
its shares have soared by almost 80 
per cent since October. Certain 
“eonehead” technology analysts 
even believe we could be looking at 
the next Yahoo!. A nice thought, 
though Dixons might have a little 
way to go yet before its brand 
name commands quite that kind of 
global recognition. 

Morgan Crucible 

IT WAS somehow fitting that the 
bombed-out engineering sector 
should feel the shock waves from yet 
another profits warning on the very 
same day that shareholders voted 
through the Siebe-BTR merger. 

Morgan Crucible’s warning that 
profits will be 15-20 per cent lower 
than the previous year is either 
down to bad luck or bad judgement. 
Normally it can rely upon hard 
times in one industiy or one coun- 
try to be offset by good times else- 
where. On this occasion, however; 


all its eggs were in the basket 
marked trouble. 

T jv-knly mt rmny other companies 
find themselves at the mercy of a 
sem iconductor slump, Asian steel 
dumping, production bottlenecks at 
Boeing and a General Motors strife 
all at foe same time. But traders still 
took their cue from Morgan Cru- 
cible’s potpourri of woes and marked 
shares lower across foe sector 

Despite its sequence of misfor- 
tunes, Morgan Crucible is valiant- 
ly maintaining the dividend and 
retying upon 1,000 redundancies, a 
spot of corporate surgery and the 
obligatory boardroom departure 
to put the vessel back on course. 

The engineering sector as a 
whole is now trading on a yield 50 
per cent higher than the all-share 
index and a multiple which is 41 per 
cent below the average. Hie mes- 
sage is umistakabJa The market be- 
lieves the outlook for engineering 
earnings to be insufficient to main- 
tain dividends. The solution Siebe 
and BTR have opted for is a merg- 
er which should chop £250m from 
costs by year three. Shareholders 
in BTR voted it through with a 
heavy heart, but given the parlous 
state of the sectoc it is surety a route 
that others will be forced to follow. 
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Dixons thrives on PCs 
and mobile phones 


by Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

DIXONS, the electrical retailer 
whose shares have soared on 
the success of its Freeserve 
^'•ernet access service, en- 
joyed a further boost yesterday 
when the company reported in- 
creased interim profits, a solid 
Christmas trading statement 
and the creation of 2,000 new 
jobs. 

Dixons shares, which have 
risen by more than 70 per cent 
since October; added 44p to 
dose at 958p yesterday, when 
the company said same-store 
sales in the eight weeks cover- 
ing Christmas and New Year 
were 3 per cent higher than the' 
same period last year. 

The figures were supported 
by strong sales of personal com- 
puters, which have Men dra- 
matically in price, as well as 
robust sales of mobile phones, 
digital cameras and PC software 
“Traditional" electrical goods 
such as washing machines and 
frigges have performed less 
wrfL Sales of analogue television 
sets and video recorders have 
also been weak as shoppers 
wait for new digital versions to 
become available. 

John Clare, Dixons’ chief 
executive, said: "Consumers 
have got the money but they 
lack confidence and fear a slow- 
down. If you’ve got new prod- 
ucts that are exciting then they 
will spend. But they won’t 
spend their money on replace- 
ment products ” 

Price deflation has been a 
s ignifican t factor in the elec- 
tricals market, particularly in 
computers and audio-visual 
products. This has led to in- 
creased sales but lower mar- 
gins, which fell by half a 
percentage point 



John Clare: ‘Consumers have money but lack confidence’ 


Peter Mocdiarmid 


Mr Clare said computer 
prices before Christinas were 
ranging from £700 to £800. Now 
they are down to as low as £500. 
Over the year, Dixons’ average 
PC transaction had Men from 
£1200 to £800. In video recorders 


and remote-controlled televi- 
sion, prices are now as lovas £90. 

Pre-tax profits in the six 
months to 14 November were 
up by 5 per cent to £8im. ex- 
cluding exceptional items. Ex- 
ceptional charges totalled £l 2m 


including £10m for the inte- 
gration of the Seeboard retail 
operation acquired in June last 
year. Retail sales increased by 
li per cent to £i.4bn. The in- 
terim dividend was increased 
by 21 per cent to 3.5p. 


Oftel plan threatens free Net access 


THE TELECOMS industry is 
planning wholesale changes to 
the cost of Internet calls in a 
move that could undermine 
the viability of Freeserve, foe 
new free Internet service from 
Dixons, just four months after 
it was launched. 

Oftel the telecoms watch- 
dog, will next month issue a 


regime covering calls to local 
rate numbers. The paper will 
suggest that local operators 
such as British Telecom and 


By Peter Thal Larsen 

Cable & Wireless Communica- 
tions should keep a greater 
proportion, of the cost of the 
calls than currently allowed. 

If accepted, foe proposal 
would raise the cost of Internet 
access and threaten the prof- 
itability of services such as 
Freeserve. The scheme, under 
which Internet users pay noth- 
ing but local call costs to surf 
the Net, has taken off since it 
was launched in September 


Yesterday Dixons said the 
service had signed up 900,000 
new users, making it the 
largest Internet service 
provider in the UK ahead of 
America Online. 

The changes being mooted 
by Oftel mean Freeserve could 
have to start charging. Oftel is 
responding to complaints that 
foe stage of Internet users is 
overloading local networks. 

The problem steins from 
the Number Translation Ser- 
vice (NTS), foe scheme that de- 


cides how the cost of a local call 
is divided between BT and the 
company operating the local 
call rate service. BT currently 
keeps a third of the cost of the 
call - enough to cover its basic 
costs but not to make a profit 
However; Internet providers 
now rely on the NTS regime to 
subsidise their service. BT and 
the cable operators complain 
that the explosion of Internet 
traffic is digging up their net- 
works with no financial incen- 
tive to invest in new capacity 


Anglia house prices rise fastest 


EAST ANGLIA has overtaken 
London and the South-east as 
foe region with the festest-ris- 

suwirriTne tO 



Mcuaneny survey u* 

ing mar ket by the Halifax. 

Houses in East Anglia rose 
in price by 4 per cent in the last 

quarter of 1998 alone, averag- 
ing £711374. Prices m the South- 
o iwr cent while 
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just 1.5 per cent Northern re- 
gions suffered house price de- 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

flatten in the last three months 
of 1998, with prices dropping L5 
per cent in the North and 0.7 per 
cent in foe North-west 
Halifax said foe underlying 
trend continued to be one of 
modestly rising inflation, in 
spite of recent dips in the price 
of foe average home. In De- 
cember; prices throughout foe 

UK fell 0.1 per cent to an aver- 
age of E73J24. 


In the year to December 
19911 the average price of a UK 
home rose by 55 per cent Hal- 
ifax predicts prices will stHI rise 
by 4 percent in foe comingyeaE 
Estate agents normally ex- 
pect a lull in foe property mar- 
ket before Christmas. But 
actteity on foe high street was 
even dower than expected at 
foe end of last year; lenders 
said. 

Homeowners in Northern 
Ireland have benefited from 


the biggest annual price rises. 
There foe average homeowner 
gained £6,000 last yean as foe 
mean price rose 1 22 per cent 
to £61,836. The North-South di- 
vide, where prices in the South 
race ahead of foe rest of foe 
county has begun to dose. But 
foe gap is still evident Prices 
in Greater London - where the 
average home costs £110,961 - 
rose by 8^ pa- cent over the 
year; compared to 2 per cent 
further north. 


Pearson in talks 
on German link 


PEARSON, the newspapers and 
television group, is in talks 
with the German media giant 
Bertelsmann about setting up 
a new German-language fi- 
nancial newspaper. 

Gruner + Jahr, Bertels- 
mann’s newspaper and maga- 
zine division, yesterday 
confirmed that it is discussing 
foe project with executives from 
Pearsons Financial Times. 

Talks are still at an early 
stage, and the two companies 
are considering a range of dif- 
ferent options. However, a 
spokesman for Gruner said foe 
project would cost up to 92m 
Euros l£6to) and lead to the re- 
cruitment of between 80 and 100 
journalists. 

Last weekend Pearson con- 
firmed that it had asked An- 
drew Gowers, deputy editor of 
tbeFmancial Times, tolookat 


by Peter Thal Larsen 


a number of options for ex- 
pansion. 

The initiative demonstrates 
Pearson’s determination to 
build on the reputation of foe FT 
outside foe UK The paper Is 
currently in foe middle of a 
£50m investment designed to 
boost sales. Circulation in the US 
recently hit 70,000 and the paper 
now sells more copies outside 
the UK than inside. Gruner + 
Jahr publishes newspapers in- 
cluding the Berliner Zeitung 
and magazines surii as foe Ger- 
man versitHi of Marie Claire. 

The news emerged as Pear- 
son announced it had taken a 
10.9 per cent stake in E-Pub, a 
US-based online entertainment 
group, and signed an agreement 
Allowing E-Pub to develop on- 
line versions of its game shows. 


In Brief 

Acorn reinvented as Element 14 

ACORN, foe former computer maker, today takes a major step 
towards reinventing itself as a semiconductor group by 
changing its name to Element 14. The company chose foe 
name because Silicon - foe base material used in computer 
chips - is foe 14fo element in the periodic table. Stan Boland, 
chief executive, said the Acorn name no longer reflected foe 
company’s work or foe markets it is moving into. 

Dudley Jenkins agrees to £81m bid 

DUDLEY JENKINS, the direct marketing group, yesterday 
agreed to a 580p a share bid from Wegener Arcade, a Dutch 
newspaper and music group. The bid, which values Dudley at 
£80.6m, has been accepted by directors and other 
shareholders representing 54.1 per cent of Dudley’s share 
capitaL Wegener intends to use Dudley to achieve industry 
leadership in the European direct marketing industry. 

Chiroscience wins IIS approval 

THE ADVISORY committee of foe American fbod and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has recommended approval for the use 
of Chiro science’s Chirocaine drug as a local anaesthetic for 
surgery and childbirth without foe need for a label box 
warning against possible side-effects. The recommendation is 
not binding, but chief executive John Padfield is confident 
that foe drug will be on sale in foe US by foe second half of 
foe yean Zeneca, which has world marketing rights, may drop 
the drug if its plans to merge with Astra of Sweden go 
through: Astra makes the main rival to Chirocaine. 
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Digital Camera 
and Family 

PC Deal 


with nothing to pay 
until the year 2000! 

Oiscoverthe magic of 
digital photography 
and take photos, which 
can be loaded into 
your PC, manipulated, 
incorporated into your 
work, printed or 
wnaled to your friends! 

In addition to the Digital 
Camera, this amazing 
FamBy PC+ Package 
indudes a top quality 
printer, scanner, Internet 
pack, Family + software, 
business suite and 
much more! Everything 
for just £799 +VAT. 

Visit your local Tffne 
store to buy now and 
pay nothing until the year 
2000 on our No Deposit 
Interest Free option. 
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The f.v/srd winning PC manufacturer 
Hint's the UK’s largest PC retAift'r 
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Steed 18145 19*07 -476 195 X 600 

QM 1 G 207 173® -524 127 X 6 ® 

-008 178 4 M 1 HAVfeU 12*09 13007 ttM 377 X 490 


MOM 


1 G 523 17871 -4 65 149 6 M 
13897 212 ® -410 0 ® 600 


Amer Hotr to 

A nar Sm dbr Cot 

Amencan 

Andean to 

AneOnKtBta 

AecaspSGai 

AodtaPiSGeeto 


i bfb Katiial 

1 Avan Etwcy 


20078 PI 360 SJj ZJM 600 


AVOID 


21230 - 6 ® OOO 450 
736 » 19590 -570 2 JBX 4 SJ 
2 ft® 2725 C- 12 ® DM 450 
24323 2 E 223 --. 1 JC O 0 CX 45 O 
12 ft 1211 = - 3*0 CM 450 
OCT? wee - 3 ® COT 4 sc 
12390 rJ 47 = -JJO OB * 5 JJ 
117 ® 124 1 C -J 3 C 361 X 430 
5607 M 71 -195 111 450 
5 S. 6 E ECS -121 11 IX 4 ft 
5755 E 3 l 3 i 22 415 <50 
38.20 4129 -PS CLCD 43 ) 
37*2 KS! - 25 ) Dim 4 ft 
1626 -.2 1711 " 2 - 74 SO 20 C 4 ft 

1147 ® Tillftftft C 9 C 450 

Shed maurism wsmci -129 ox 4 ® 


AaemA sc 
I nOVCCBbC 
Euopean Ad 
| Earned Cec 
Far to At: 
FuEasibc 
'fiUCareto 
I Sn Cue me 
< GUQktato 
; G 2 £nmebs 
! Ujj fr j -.- mpRinri 
! ixbAner-sxta 

! 1 rrtnp nrr— 

■ Okesrato 
, OwneasOsss 



37300 337 ® - 3 J 0 101 S 25 
280.10 27670 - 1 ® 2.19 525 


27*70 29050 -ra.® 270 5 M 
28 ® 2966 -109 150 500 
159890 IG 90 DQ- 5 &M 1 . 14 X 590 
15000 158 JD -450 1 BSX 50 Q 
2 B 50 O 30290-1170 000 SO'! 

13530 14110 - 1 ® 1 . 14 X 6 ® 

F 1 SE IDQTQeJarto 121.70 128 7 D -510 2 . 14 X 600 
* FTSE 1 B 0 IntkBftj 13 )® 12710 -S.IO CLOCKS® 
Gramtkcamta *2650 451 M- 1 S 2 D im S® 
GnnmafiocomtCd 22620 230 ® -610 298 S® 


PAYING MORE TAX THAN YOU NEED TO: 


MIDWEEK MONEY - EVERY WEDNESDAY 


REVIEW 


YOUR MONEY - EVERY SATURDAY 


PERSONAL FINANCE - EVERY 


SUNDAY- WITH SPORT AND BUSINESS 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 

-at 


THE INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


UK to 
UhCSS 

! JkEcaidx 
i UKScBssto 
> T-'ai iwd-to 
KdoMbcs 
. Kariar^Ssto 
(JS»S 3 te r- 


1271 ft 129520-4632 195 4 ft 

534 “ 'lift- 223 C: > 9 a 4 ft 

1 ft I? ) 5 E - 3.13 1 ft 4 ft 
173 ft 134 ft - 2 ft Lft 4 ft 

•Tty: :ft 4 g - 15 c 273 49 c 

14773 Iftft ^<3 334 *ft 

t«s: :<sx -ev cji 45 c 

■ 230 S 1 rs -4 41 2 ft 4 ft 

1 GL 33 ""4 35 -IX tZ * ft 


K$hc£=al 
id GrowSi 

' id America 
Fait*) 
OlCSreJm 

VTwde 3 (nl 

RLEjAyfidPto 

RLFkcJsBasb 


SI® SI® 4 L 13 494 X 000 

10510 tuft - 20 a oaaxsjn 

24630 760 60 - 7 ® 0 <Q 5 ® 
2 D*® 21600 - 4 ® 008 5 M 
15 *® 16150 -400 113 SM 
136 J 0 144 ® - 1.10 1 . 19 X 500 
S 3 31 63 ® 024 4 ® SOD 

577 ® 8147 D-SDJ 0 152 X 600 
6445 aTO-lH 101 500 


■« 


SbdnamjkC "SHC ".Sift -S 42 1 .T 2 Sft 
Catoatea: 134 X vrx -ift *i? a£G 


!W 3 ) 

1 eaeoadAs 

-a Gram 


WX i? 4 ft -ift 5 ft 

• 33 ft- • 43 ft - 2 ft 1£5 SJE) 

• 45 ft TSZft -SM ZZ Sft 


Mftd out tuiboB to 

t: -m 


! Esnse 
Earpito 
BWtofWa: 

1 epj ki aneto 
fetoto 
, fo g s- a sAc 
htcihsZi— 

1 JacnAc: 

! Sa bg a M 
UKS 2 ISFUS 3 
iKGasr-eksto 
' UK 5 RaSerCx. 
i IHSarafcOesAc: 
. UKTn&s 
UTr«El«to 


£4 EJ 


1433 CC £25 

"5402 142.42 -£,*= -3 £C- *a 

51£7 Eei! C 12 i®X 4 ft 
- 2,:5 SSS <ft 
54 “ -1 ft 054 *£S 
6553 ift 3.45 52 S 
5353 -333 5 . 4 SX 3 I 5 
sliS -C 73 2 E S 25 
13352 124 S 3 AS 3.10 425 
S 404 5777 C 3 5 HXS 05 
75 C 5 70 S EJ 4 SC 9 575 


SLJranKteVT 

CcmmBand 

CanxnBSangbs 

takMc 

tourkstct 

Far to to 

fertobe 

Gram to 

Gram be 

QraE^fOgto 

anfcritatkic 

KHMMai to 

taanE ga lbc 

SsAmeSOabe 

re to erStCto 

rJSOXJlACS 

rbcswrrbs 

IKfiEetfWata 

UFJCenPcpK 

UKSpdanaAcc 

UKrtCMKOTttS 


to 

IIS® 120 ® -050 SJE 175 
13790 14110 - 0 J 0 SJB 175 
11650 1 ®® -J 50 414 600 
lcaft 11690 - 1 ® 414 600 
13450 121 ® -110 145 500 
TK 150 116 ® - 3 ® WS 5 M 
21 tm 2130 - 6 ® (LSI 500 
203 ® 215 ® - 0 ® 001 5 ® 

iocs.® 1 D 61 00-34 m ass soo 

620 ® EG 5 S 0 - 21 ® 0.63 600 
70850 813 ®®® 671 500 
55073 582 JO- 20 L 90 011 600 
56110 53383 - 21.10 Oft 500 
673 ® 719 X 0-2560 Q® 6 ® 
11943 -140 023 600 

116 ® 123 ® 4 ® 023 SOO 
434 ® > 59 ® - 10 ® 125 SOO 
365 ft 386 ® - 8 ® ITS 500 
24830 262 .® -040 107 5 ® 
101 « 20250 -650 307 6 ® 


SS-w *h » ^ 
... ™ , 21 ® -000 0 ® 4.07 

Staffs 

gu sffiJU-tOJB 03? 500 

In® wS-lD-H OJZ 5® - 

SS w® -wo 22 52 

Sin Si« -s® 2 S -2 

S 770 030 299 a® 

^ 75 ? E 10 0 ® 2 ® 

rnad 10900 -ISO 0 ® OSO 

1 M« - 1 -W 0 ® Oft 

960 ? <0300 -O'® 82 I® 

UKA BSradCC 4! 70 14 S OSO 

ffiSStft— Si ;; 7 H£S i 5 HI 

Sw" WK S 2 lafs Tm 2 JB ogo 


Brn 

ConrCF®« 

gnoglMQto 

Eaun 

BjSeAf 

FumCK® 

gmsito 

SS?te 

WE* lrclB w 


!*««■ 

HMcwnanto 


IK We* to ‘fTyj _ lM 208 Qoo 

UKkKWbs ibS«-O 10 I.® 050 


“SSSSSSJf 10470 10631 -a® 1 -fi (LS 0 
UKbdwWdiramc 104.70 _,j 10 ^ jog 


*gf Sir! 1 ® |70 500 


unwibcto 

iKHgtMd: 

ucsm«Wte 

UKSnUC^c 


SS 5 K 314 ® -TM 270 500 

S Mg 

12090 17770 - 070-5 SM. 


Brag 6 rOiik l bdre 


12 a® 

S*M 1 B 4 . 70 _raOJ 75 

iu 


m 2 3?zg -i-K 2?? 


71 lira 

1777 . Beefleg 0171640 6228 



16 Ei“ - S 8 ?W 4 S ««<> 



11220 11640 - 3 -W 620 *» 
74 67 -120 610 4 ft 
®G 1 94 .« 000 1.90 4 SO 

17 B 2521 B 40 ra- 33 ft 
114 .® 121 ® <L® fgSJS 
25150 27520 - 1 ® 1 (KK 4 ft 


MB 1 1 


CWM 

era 


Snder Sees 


“tSm 1 '?*!??!® 0 M 500 

20330 21230 -ZOD 077 500 

10171 10171 om 5 .TO 000 

26620 281 7 D -800 0 M SOD 

134 W 14170 -I® a® SOO 

124 10 127 10 ■«« 5 ® CM 

jrw on 253 ® - 1 K O® SM 

18440 19610 -Ore 4 J 9 500 

ffMtJO 70670 OM 011 508 


taped GmdB 

tanaboy 

UK 6 mm 


3504 10100 - 4.40 000 0 M 
13370 14190 -520 DM 
8 X 77 9902 -128 1 51 625 


SarartnDn&Tretf, 


CnandoPuf 


w 


lid 


tame Etna 
F 1 SE 100 


kUSniMD 


UKGnwm 


6571 -004 6 X 7 C 50 
31 J 5 9759 -141 1.19 550 
13110 141 10 -710 017 650 
8771 sar -354 1 « ISO 

7244 7747 -046 376 5 ft 

14120 151.70 -500 015 SJO 

12990 137 .® -570 a 13 Sft 

8527 81.19 -302 102 550 


Lid (B 730 JF 


30 LeBbreld, 


EB 12 M 


1 33 X 3 58 Mrteerl 


1 3333 56 


IffBCI 


MndeartoMta 
AraPacScSiMcc 
Qmnrae Bond to 
CuporraBcndhc 
tagraEgBnbta 
OoWAMrato 


Gmaiu. 
Gnh&bchc 
bfiEqOfito 
JduaEqMAet 
KragedAcc 
1 UK Bfi tec 

UK GIT be 

UKEqtfGafito 

UKBntfiDdacAcc 

UKEqntkgUHdC 

UKEtUdta 

UKSnBCeste 


52.71 

Sft 

7077 

56 ® 

5496 

06 ® 

6016 

5802 

47.19 



-050 0 M 150 
ODD 1.11 350 
■020 522 100 
-020 5231300 
-020 aoo 350 
-040 dm a® 

- 0.40 096 000 
- 0.40 3 ft 100 
-4130 158 X 3 ® 
-000 1.72 350 
-000 000 3 ® 
■OBO 151 650 . 
-010 623 3 Mk\ 
-aio 5 ® 10 T# 
351 ?. 1 


-a® i 4 i . 
-are 429 100 
-Oft 429 100 
-610 009 390 
-000 051 35 D 


Sterart ta| Ml Tdct Md* 

American 7 »® 74 * 


91 S) 
34 6 T 
4041 


Sm 0 Precpcr Secarttas Ud 


1 M 2 IMd«l;ldtanUHninBI 


Cfleotu 0800 129 108 


, EmkatOoK BBBO 777 7711 

<<12 22 ! tarBtedta W» H 7 J 9 -620 000 6 J 0 

C 2>5 13358 -J 42 Z 01 125 ’ Cap ------ 


157 ® 13255 - 5.45 I.TIXOCO 
1 C 51 K 52 £ - 5 JE 170 CM 


■rain tad Nnnra to 


2 Fojtbd Sqnre, EHW»nH ffll 9 S 0 


CBctd* OBOO 614330 , Dakar DS 00 080000 . 


Dutog, OSH 440900 


Eupa GRMl ACC 
Euin Sender Cos 
Fieecn Gnwfi 
FrendiBwIiAcc 
GMFtabi 
GbEndHtto 
lacmdoasiM 
H® hepme kn 
HKoogBChtaatol 
UK tacora 8 Ghb 
tandoealBaad 
maaam 
MOcwnta 
Japan Grab 
japs Graf Ace 
Japan tolar Gog 


Unpdta 

Monet 

ftjpert nwreat 
S EAriUOorti 
UN Em bans 
UK Graft 
UK ncane 
UK Snobs Cos 


403 ® ® 4 70-1850 QM 300 
7727 ®62 - 3 1 ? 100 3 ® 
16150 15900 - 7 M 119 390 
16820 17250 0 ® 119 390 
3094 319 ) OH 658 X 300 

6027 - 15 ? 007 100 
5956 -149 0 07 3 ® 
5646 003 6.70 3 M 
7839 - 4.14 22 DX 3 M 
67 14 - 2 ® 222 3 ® 
55.95 020 401 X 300 
®71 -275 Offi 3 M 
«L 55 -201 007 3 ® 
21 05 -dm am 3 ® 

2105 -020 DM 3 ® 

2661 -048 ana sm 

11)40 71600 - 3 ® 126 1 ® 

117 ® 12220 - 4 M 125 100 

101 ® 101 .® DM 550 DM 

158 ® 16520 540 0 ® 100 

104 ® 192.60 -010 DC 3 ® 

111 ® 110 ® 2 ® 4-36 1 ® 

90 14 9411 1 ® 1 ® 3 ® 

497.70 50900 - 15 ® 131 3 ® 
4304 44 S 5 103 226 300 


SI 71 
5703 
5653 
7131 
8*29 
5420 
8644 
8773 
?n:in 
2020 
2454 


f*r 

Evnpa Graft 
GkMi Graft 

Moray bcane 

MeriJapd 
Suerfemrii 
UK Graft 
UKbcame 


157.39 IEO 50 - 0 ® 0 ® 500 

13722 I 45 J 1 -502 0 ® 5 ® 

9035 10108 0.19 718 4 25 

rare do® -om om sm 

23068 245.41 -321 122 SJB 

17044 1®36 - 5 ® 092 5 00 

15988 16857 -574 216 SM 


hgiffir Krt Tm Bmujut I hi 

Cash 5001 5001 0 ® 577 QM 

CaqmMeBona 4312 51 ® - 0.17 OJ 4 X 4 ® 

Eedoor 12411 13292 -321 0 J 3 SM 

Enrewan 30297 322 . 1 9 - 1 5 J 8 020 5 ® 

F> usan 203 10 301.10 - 9.70 O® 5 ® 

HaancttQns 7619 8126 -JI 9 0.15 525 

Fdddhvliub 5703 

toaiapparts S 40 i 

Grafts mane 
Mgebccm etOB 


UK Oram 
UK Specs*; 


61 JO - 11 ? 000 525 
5656 -156 Q 75 525 
59 US - 1 ® 220 525 
70.47 - 17 B 426 525 
233 ® 311 75 - 5-00 396 X 500 
5944 0302 -223 0 ® 525 

115 ® 12297 -133 126 X 600 
6798 7291 - 22 S 028 S 25 


Bridge tocos* 407 .® 434 03-1049 498 SM 

Ewmm 5 pacS«s 5016 5974 -007 1 ® SOO 

talMUC S p i C S bACO 60 ft G 441 -0 06 2 43 5 M 

PennheBPrti 6124 5604 0 ® 195 Sft 

beam* Draft saaz IO& 13 -JJ 3 itexsm 

aider CK 10890 11674 -161 198 550 


lamdMtTmtlimto 

tarotooMsWa 5429 57 ® OIZ 000 X 525 
" ' 26970 38620 -030 02 *X 625 

M 33 9903 -0 13 0 ® S 2 S 

8843 93 ® 0 . 1 ? 0 M 52 S 

8202 870 ? - 0 ® 113 S 2 S 

96 71 10200 -OB? 295 525 

127.10 1 J 70 D 020 0 M Q® 

4718 49 ® - 1 ® 0 ® 625 

19090 201 60 1 ® 0 ® 525 

049 en OM 023 X 225 

® 1 M 538 ® 1 » 103 a 25 

0*340 682-70 2 ® H 6 525 

42920 45190 1 70 4 33 5 23 

44990 47550 1 80 403 525 

316 ® 337 ft l.io 2.10 S 2 S 

7 i 0 s ran -ore om S 25 


Eooceen Graft 
GmmPMta 

amataMa 
bcane PDrtMlo 
IrePHdato 
kaemanad Egdy 
Jam Graft 
M&AmaGmaft 
Pause Graft 
UK Caw 

UKhc&bHft 

IKtaeame 
UK bcameto 
UKSnaCaftnft 


BksCUP 

EoeQipAcc 

BrtftJiDppi 


Brash OptaAac 


CLpkal 
Caw bc 
C nnMGd 
CoknaySGento 
CocporaeSoBd 
Dmtad 
Dtodead Acc 

Cjepean 

Esrepean to 
EupoDteddd 
tan DddPbto 
Eopn Sm Coe 
EupBaaCoeto 
Exnhnneta 
Em been 
fin) of kw bt 
Find 01 tt»WACC 
BoafMUhe 


GaM 8 Garni 

(Ud&Gento 

HMimCndandAcc 

HgdTMDpBD«lne 

rtgAbbresr 

hcome 

beaowto 

brie. Oat** Acc 

hto ftacto he 

kdtaia 

U Graft to 

W krone to 

kflbcnrna 


Japan to 
Japos Sredir Cos 
JapMSnftCosAcc 
Managed Graft 
Hngwbcate 
PmsHEdnpi 
homy 
ftecwvta 
Sort* Cos 
SnaBn era to 
Eft East AM 


IKEauky 
UK BjBSy to 
(K Graft 
UK Gram to 


gift «L 28 - 5 E 141 X 0 ® 
391 10 29273-1694 141 X 0 ® 
62 . 3 Q 6690 - 1.40 103 6 ® 
230 ® ?«S 0 -610 1 ® 500 
135590 1 * 3190-71 10 2 .B 6 ® 
1004 ® 11477 D- 56 .® 202 5 M 
300 ® 334*1110 104 5 ® 
459 JQ 48570 - 19 ® 104 5 ® 
3120 3101 aic 50 OX DM 
EM 5590 - 2 ft 4 45 5 ® 
256 %) 27100 - 12 ® 4 45 500 
904 ® 10204000 ® 101 X 6 ® 
124030 132170-7590 101 X 500 
117 ® 123.70 -5 70 209 500 
157 IS WO - 7 ® 299 5 ® 

78-20 SZjO -190 OOCft 5 ® 
7050 83 ® - 2 ® aOOX 513 ! 
1995 00 21 1080-0490 506 500 

542.70 57190 - 21 ® 50 C 5 ® 
791.10 830 JO -2310 1 . 17 X 6 ® 

156620 1556® -4500 1 . 17 X 6 ® 
7705 77.10 034 4 10 a® 
2*207 2 B 202 115 410 CL® 
3500 37 JO - 1 ® 096 X 5 ® 
46 ft -200 aSGX 5 M 
55 79 0 05 7 . 70 X 0 ® 
5510 0 M 7 70 X 0.00 
74 S 3 0 OT 6*5 0 ® 
43 ft - 1 ® 44 CK 5 M 
18800 l® 10 -a® 4 40 X 6 ® 
50 10 SO 37 -147 214 O® 
49 ® M 15 - 1.47 214 0 00 
106 H >1240 -4 ® 002 S.® 
l®« 201 JO - 0-20 002 600 
237 ® 25000-1040 4 02 500 
13760 14590 -SOT 4 Xl: Siffl 
24 JO 030 DCS 5 ® 

37 ® -C 3 B U® 5 ft 
mft -110 O® 9 !ffl 
9950 -210 0 ® 5 M 
3123 - 1.01 196 X 0 ® 
3607 - 1.11 4 UX D® 
134670 13 ® 40 - 59 ® 2 ® 200 
5140 56 50 - 2.30 311 X 5 .® 
96 ® I 017 D - 4 ® 311 X 5 ® 
fit® earn -o re 210 a® 
1437(1 151 ® -i® 2.10 s® 

232.70 24610 - 10.70 >.74 5 ® 
32190 34010 - 14 ® 174 500 

70 ® 84 . 1 D -4 30 * 2 QX 5 ft 
73*80 24050 - 12.70 420 X SM 
152610 161200 - 69 ® 1 ® 5 ® 
174 a® 1049 10 - 79 M IM 5 M 


I Ann Graft ta 
I Anw Graft he 
; ta 
J Cesnto 
: CasAttr 

| European 


7613 E 16 J 3 0 ® EM 

7797 £392 -394 a® 6 ® 

137 ft 14032 ‘<2 277 6 M 

77 J 5 77 ft am 5 SB Oltt 

5090 50 ® 001 5 ® 0 ® 

143-27 15241 -405 i£Q( 60 O 

11023 TJ 72 S -647 096 600 


ExmjsbdexUtMd&S 119 ® 119 ® a® 215 X 0 ® 


FoaKlafiau 
gwjAce 
Grain tac 
tawwto 
I Hgnertmn* 
taiYUBaacf 


43 M 
55 ® 
54 70 
24 ® 
40 ® 


2640 

9370 

94 ® 

31 M 
38*0 


MjeekGrati 


MW 95 ® 4 53 096 SM 


tsBI 
H^b co me 
krrPnrWo 
kwfertcSate 
UC 100 CO ACC 
ux im Co be 
(KStoecaPUb 
(KSdedPUte 


(Mtitaito 

190 1 13 50 -120 547 300 


1139 


230 HI 237 7 D - 7.70 1 6 ZX 100 
TO® 294 ft -950 102 X 300 
imra 181 00 - 9 -®) 142 OM 

171.10 in ID -020 1 42 aoo 
21670 22240 -9 70 1 TEX 3 ft 

271.10 27150-1370 1 MX 300 


Aeb Paafc Sum 
Cash 

anendoHdw 


ledAtanJ (BT Htoeyen) to 


tax tart, 10 FRntn Ptw* 


CarinoRm 


Em 01222 141412 , Data >1222 BMS 12 


Cash 
Eoufyta 
EgaSyOstiO 
EpuNybcona 
taped 

Fa HMOfl WUHh 

FsEaBton 

Fadbdcsl 

G* 

GWd Graft 
b&jiuBund Bod 
Japan dtac 
Jnaatse 
MhAmariun 
Fob® Gram 
PacflcbdB 
IKHk 
U ickdtota 
UK Memory 
UK OeW Coe 
UKSWUMSte 

uxtaeacai 
03 ban 


UMcMndta 


45 6645 003 5.73 000 
173200 173200-5100 1 . 7 * 0 ® 
805 JO 08630-2740 1.74 OM 
125*0 1840 -360 4 . 10 X 000 

229 ft 229 ft - 0 ® 0 M OOO 

15020 15020 470 005 a® 

101 ft 161 ft -4 ft 049 000 

64.44 64.44 03 ) 632 X 000 
10990 109 JO 040 437 0 ® 
9584 9664 - 3.17 O 1 SXQ 0 O 
5134 5194 001 411 DM 
2 E 02 260 ? -020 000 000 
6499 54 ® 4 L 79 020 OM 

35860 35800 - 12.10 DM OM 
7515 i 51 I -£04 1 13 000 
3009 3039 - 1.12 UG 000 
10640 106.40 -370 337 ODD 
11010 liaio - 3 ft 237 Oft 
14810 14810 >440 1 44 Q 0 O 
1 B 1 M 1 B 100 -IM 107 0.00 
1 «.® IBM -400 026 OM 
8873 0073 -382 5 JSC QM 
1463 ) 14670 - 4 M 0 * 7 X 000 
123 ft 123 ft -279 127 OJIO 
125.50 12650 0 W 1 J 7 000 


Cte 


Far 
qwal 
Grom 
bean . 
fcOCMmveaid 
JSBI 
Mauged 
H* American 
Beendy 
SEAM 
UKCanltdQm 


7i*ttua$ 

fere feTD 0 ® 558 OM 

101.10 1(270 -020 077 5 J 2 

2018 31 JC -003 Oft 502 

10030 11570 -390 014 502 

7010 01.75 -007 lft 30 ? 

90.72 - 1 ft 4 ?S 502 
E 3 M 404 4.48 502 
69 ® -058 0 ® 502 

ft® -205 Iffi 600 

196 ft 21200 - 0 M DM 502 

05.85 9101 -ITS 3-39 5 50 

5657 00 ® -217 174 0 ® 

13770 14700 -4 70 007 6 ® 


84 ft 
5961 
66.14 
0327 


H rtflS 

GHdGwftFEP 
krane 
bOBnrti 
kfl bonne 


HortiAmora 
UX Grab 
UK talar Cos 


24 ® 2667 -007 002 6 ® 

5303 5103 001 613 OOO 

5697 6107 -139 OJB 6 ® 

16680 17000 - 7 JO 047 6 S 

125 JD 13400 - 3 ® 0 ® 085 

7673 8358 -3 01 II 58 675 

UH® ill® -340 112 525 

14640 15640 -640 002 629 

100 ® 11140 - 3 S 3 30 X 525 

5173 SBBB -073 OM 625 

114 ® 121 ® - 2-80 0 M 525 

13*40 14270 -400 100 525 

5620 5860 -029 242 525 


kune 
GHCdtaecH 
HI Leeds* 


05037 ESI 00-2229 Z 01 5 M 
101 00 107 01 -in 223 5 M 
31102 33007-1219 034 5 M 


InjMXP.ifl 


Am*® 
Andcdte 
AnertaiOHH 
MMCariCOSAcc 
BsPonttokr 
nmntniaAcc 
WShtaJ 


Can 

ta to 

EediboMobd 

EnwgMWto 

EerawnGrom 

EopiOiiMkte 

Banrd 

Gomite 

aoMBmdta 

GUd Band tot 

BMSGfflte 

GcHSGnte 


EMbfertukto 

GMhPmMBtoE 

6 w Sees Acc 
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HfflMBHlte 
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toouoeAcc _ 
tarotJBobe 

kEoatfUtoto 

a n nid orod CM* 
MGppsAcc 

wte 

MAWibebc 

UAUPtbcACC 

li mi k ftd hr 

aMgdto 
Manama Graf 
Managed GdMcc 


47720 503 00 - 1 6-20 000 X 500 
51020 53790-1730 OOOX SM 

157.70 16720 -4 40 Q 0 BX 50 O 
i»re in® - 4 ® aoox 5 ® 
11170 12570 - 3 ® 2 J 9 X 5 tffl 

152.50 10100 - 3 ft 233 X 600 

132.70 140 ® - 4.70 103 SJX) 
17010 19010 -Sft 182 X 500 
10100 10130 010 616 X 000 
1 EO IGO D OO lift (LOO 
9107 9792 -428 001 X 575 
9238 9901 409 031 X 675 

54100 57360-2220 612 X 100 

691.10 62560-2420 0 12 X 500 
740.1 D 78650-1390 1 SOX 600 

1670001668 . 00-6000 196 X 5.00 

210.10 220 ® 040 381 X 5 ® 
MS® 15340 030 381 X 5 ® 
12200 131 ® - 7 M 60 ® 525 
12720 136.00 -730 QJXK 52 E 
11340 11580 0 J 0 1 C 1 ® 
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Brazil's day of reckoning 


conies despite the bailout 


Are shares really 
worth less today? 


News Analysis: 
The $41bn 
rescue package 
from the IMF 
• was just putting 
off the inevitable 
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ABy Diane Coyle 
• Economics Editor 






THERE IS no more sure sign of 
an im ppnrfing crisis than capi- 
tal flight Ever since it reached 
agreement two months ago on 
a $4lbn rescue package led ty 
the International Monetary 
Rind, Brazil has been kissing 
goodbye to iriOioos of dollars flee- 
. ing to safer havens overseas. 

In December, it was more 
than $5bn. Up to Tuesday about 
$lbn had left in January with an- 
other $L2bn on Tuesday itsel£ 
Altogether; the total capital flight 
in recent months has passed the 
$50bn mart 

No wonder Professor 
Rudiger Dombusch at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
„ Technology has joked that the 
IMF’s new telephone number is 
1-800-BAILOUT Yesterday’s de- 
' p . valuation, resignation of the 
** central bank governor and fi- 
nancial market implosion in 
Brazil confirmed the worst fears 
of the Fund's critics. Its rescue 
„ package, pumping in taxpayers’ 
_ funds, had given investors 
. enough tune to get their money 
: out of Brazil before what many 
. saw as an inevitable speculative 
attack on the currency. 

The emergency loan, of 
which the UK’s share amounts 
to $ibn, was due to be doled out 
to the Brazilian government in 
tranches subject to it satisfying 
tile terms of an IMF adjustment 
.-programme. The second in- 
stalment is due to be handed 
over next month. 

The loans were intended to 
tide the country over on its re- 
payments on international 
loans, mostly short-term, of 
which $60bn will come due dur- 
ing 1999. In effect, the IMF 
would ensure that commercial 
banks and other investors in 
Brazil got paid on old loans so 
that they would continue to 
make new loans. 

The plan was controversial, 
with little support among the 
governments of the G7 leading 
economies. Some, including 
France and Germany, were 
bitterly opposed. They argued 
that it created more “moral 
hazard”, whereby banks would 
continue to make too many 
risky loans on the assumption 
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Gustavo Franco (left) who quit as Brazil’s central bank president, and Francisco Lopes, the deputy who replaces 
him, at a press conference yesterday. Brazil may now be forced to renegotiate foreign debts AFP/Reuter 


Net capital flow 


Brazil’s bank debt 



Japan 
S5.1bn-i 
UK I 

SS.Bbn — 


Nederland 
S7.0bn — 
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Source: Lehman Brothers 


1btal:$34.6bn L Germany 
mid-June 1998 S12.8bn 


US 
$16.8bn 


_____ fee authorities would always baQ 
^toemout 
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The decision to fix the Brazil- 


ian currency, allowing it to de- 
predate only in tiny steps, was 
also unwelcome. Brazil has a 
huge balance of payments 
deficit amounting to 4 per cent 
of its gross domestic product, 
and without a devaluation it 
would stay tagger far longer; in- 
creasing the counhy’sneed for 
foreign capital 

But strong US support, given 
the exposure of the US hanking 
system to Latin America, swung 
the day. The alternative to the 
IMF rescue, it was argued, was 
a new panic in the internation- 
al financial markets, hard on the 
heels of Russia's default and the 
collapse of Long-Term Capital 
Management. 

In addition, Brazil's legacy of 
hyperinflation -peaking at mare 
than 2,700 per cent a year in the 
early 1990s - until the intro- 


duction of a new currency, the 
real, in 1994, made President 
Cardoso reluctant to contem- 
plate a big devaluation. 

%t only days after the formal 
agreement with the IMF had 
been signed last month, the 
rescue plan ran into trouble 
Brazil's congress voted against 
the first measures Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso, the Presi- 
dent, had proposed to cut gov- 
ernment spending and raise 
taxes. The plan to cut the deficit 
from 8 per cent to 5J5 per cent 
of GDP - equivalent to a re- 
duction of more than $20bn - fdl 
at the first hurdle. 

Combined with interest rates 
of around 30 per cent, the plan 
certainly set Brazil on course for 
a recession this year The IMF 
downgraded its forecast from 2 
per cent growth in GDP to a 1 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Turnover (£) 
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per cent fall in 1999, and other 
forecasters are more pes- 
simistic. For example, HSBC 
was predicting a 2.1 per cent 
drop before yesterday's crisis. 

According to David Lubin, 
HSBC’s Latin American econ- 
omist. now that the IMF loan 
and fiscal adjustment have 
failed, the only alternative is a 
devaluation and renegotiation of 
Brazil’s foreign debts. “There is 
no alternative now to making 
private lenders share some of 
the pain,” he said. 

Others reckon that the gov- 
ernment and international au- 
thorities will be reluctant to 
take this route, and will instead 
try to shore up the credibility of 
the existing package. Anna 
Gaworsewska of Lloyds Bank 
said: “I think everything possi- 
ble would be done to avoid a 
renegotiation of external debt" 

To dear the way Cor an over- 
haul of the foreign exchange 
regime, Brazil's central bank 
president, Gustavo Franco, quit 
yesterday and was replaced t?y 
one of his deputies. 

Although Brazil might be 
tempted to introduce tough cap- 
ital controls to prevent further 


flight it is too late for the coun- 
try to escape a severe shortage 
of funds. Service on its debts this 
year wffl amount to nearly three- 
quarters of its export earnings, 
themselves under threat from 
low commodity prices. Interest 
rates will have to remain high, 
plunging the economy into a 
deeper recession. 

Professor Dombusch, who 
predicted back in November 
that the agreement with die IMF 
would merely postpone the cri- 
sis, recommends a currency 
board for Brazil. Guaranteeing 
a fixed exchange rate against 
the dollar through this mecha- 
nism - which would tie every 
reai in circulation to reserves of 
the US currency - is the only 
credible exchange rate policy 
left, in his view. The government 
must also balance its budget and 
start a root-and-branch reform 
of the economy, he says. 

If things look bleak for Brazfl 
after yesterday’s events, the 
broader outlook is tittle brighter 
International efforts to prevent 
financial crises failed in Asia, 
failed in Russia and have now 
failed in Latin America too. The 
IMF is sure to come under re- 
newed criticism over its crisis- 
management 

And even if leading stock 
markets bounce back once again 
in weeks to come, the already- 
disrupted flow of capital to 
emerging economies could dry 
up entirety. The flow of invest- 
ment fell to a meagre $67bn in 
1998, compared with a peak of 
$250bn. Pbr Brazil, the danger 
that its creditors win refuse new 
loans could force it to default - 
an event that would ratchet up 
the two-year international fi- 
nancial crisis another notch. 


A DAY like yesterday with the 
Footsie losing some 5 per 
cent is one of those days 
when people tend to ponder 
questions about the valua- 
tion of equities. Are shares re- 
ally worth d per cent less 
than they were a few hours 
earlier? Which of the many 
forms of valuing shares are 
more appropriate? Is there 
such a thing as a fundamen- 
tal valuation? 

I would not pretend to be 
able to answer these ques- 
tions, but I have found a cou- 
ple of recent papers 
extremely helpful in sorting 
out the various issues that 
equity valuation involves. One 
focuses on the UK, the other 
on the US. 

The UK paper actually 
comes from Montreal, from 
the latest issue of The Inter- 
national BcmkCredUAJicdyst 
Myles Zyblock, one of the 
editors, concludes that the 
period of under-performance 
of UK equities is about to 
come to an end. Under-per- 
formance? Yes, the market 
has done pretty well in ab- 
solute terms but relative to the 
US our market has not done 
well during the 1990s. This is 
in sharp contrast to the 1980s. 
when UK shares did much 
better than US. 

The argument developed 
here is that the great burst of 
share prices during the 1980s 
was in response to the supply- 
side reforms of the British 
economy that took place. 
Tree, similar reforms also oc- 
curred in the ITS, but because 
the UK economy started from 
so much lower a base, there 
was more scope for improve- 
ment. This was recognised by 
the markets, which duly 
marked shares up. 

During the 1990s, however, 
it was US industry that carried 
out the great restructuring 
There were several aspects to 
this: takeovers and mergers, 
downsizing of workforces, a 
surge in investment, particu- 
larly in information tech- 
nology. This has improved 
performance, which again has 
been reflected in share prices. 

However there are weak- 
nesses in the US corporate 
scene. Profits have not done 
as well as headlines suggest, 
as recent earnings growth 
has been bolstered by one-off 
events. 
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UK shares have relatively 
little doumside risk, 
at least relative to US 


securities 


By contrast, there is more 
scope for increases in the 
earnings of UK companies. In- 
vestment is growing and the 
wage bill is falling Corporate 
profits as a share of GDP are 
dose to the peak of the late 
1980s. Further, falling bond 
yields have made UK equities 
look cheap relative to bonds. 
Only on four occasions in the 
last 50 years have shares 
looked so cheap relative to 
gQts. 

The moral of all this is that 
UK shares have relatively 
little downside risk and con- 
siderable upside potential, at 
least relative to US securities. 
Expect short-term volatility, 
but buDd modest UK positions 
and sell US ones. 

Implicit in this view Is the 
assumption that US shares 
are overvalued That has cer- 
tainly been the position of the 
Bank Credit Analyst team for 
some time. A more developed 
analysis of US equity market 
valuations comes from Sushfl 
Wadhawani, currently at 
Didor Investment Corpora- 
tion, previously equity strate- 
gist at Goldman Sachs, and 
one of the most thought-pro- 
voking market analysts here 
in London. 

The core ideas of his paper; 
■The US Stock Market and the 
Global Economic Crisis” to be 
published in next month's Na- 
tional Institute Economic Re- 
view, are: first that the US 
equity market is indeed highly 
valued by historical stan- 
dards; second that there are 
above-average risks associ- 
ated with the world economy 
at the moment (I suppose 
Brazil counts as one of those*; 
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and third, that holders of US 
equities are not being com- 
pensated for those risks by 
having low prices. 

Of course none of this pre- 
cludes the possibility that US 
Ohara s might go higher in the 
short-term; nor does it mean 
that equities are a bad in- 
vestment long-term. 

Indeed one of the most fas- 
cinating aspects of Dr Wad- 
hawani’s work is the historical 
data that he has unearthed on 
just what a good investment 
US equities have been over a 
very long period Look at the 
graph on the left That shows 
the percentage of periods be- 
tween 1802 and 1996 when 
stocks have outperformed 
bonds. As you can see, in any 
one year there has been 60 per 
cent chance that equities will 
do better than bonds; over any 
10-year period it has been 80 
percent And over any 30-year 
period it is virtually 100 per 
cent 

Now look at the graph on 
the right which looks at the 
total real return on US equi- 
ties over very long periods. 
(That is the capital gain or 
loss, plus or minus dividend in- 
come, adjusted for inflation 
and compounded) 

The astonishing thing here 
is that returns are extremely 
stable at around 7 per cent 
Take the 1802-1870 period: it 
was exactly 7 per cent Tfcfce 
1871 to 1925: 6.6 per cent 
Ifcke 1926 to 1997: 7 St per 
cent Only if you take shorter 
periods do you get notably dif- 
ferent results. If you take 1966 
to 1981, returns were negative. 
And finally, take 1982 to 1997 
and returns have been nearly 
13 per cent 

The common-sense con- 
clusion from this would I sup- 
pose, be that the last 15 or so 
years have been compensat- 
ing for the poor returns of the 
previous 15 years. Things are, 
so to speak, back to normal 
But it also means that anyone 
whose memory of the market 
lasts ohiy 15 years will have 
had what has been historically 
a very unusual experience: 
double the usual returns. One 
could go on and argue that the 
experience of the market 
since the end of 1997 He. out- 
side the period in the study) 
has further stretched share 
prices beyond their long-term 
trend 

Dr Wadhawani develops 
the argument much further; 
looking at various justifica- 
tions for the present level of 
US share prices and testing 
each of these. But perhaps the 
big lesson of both these stud- 
ies is simply that, while equi- 
ties are and will remain the 
best place for people to hold 
savings over a very long 
period tuning entry into and 
exit from any share market is 
of overwhelming importance. 

Is investment just timing , 
then? Perhaps. But maybe 
also patience. 
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Banks mauled as Brazil spooks FTSE 


EQUITIES SUFFERED one of their 
worst poundings as Brazfl’s cur- 
rency crisis hit the stock market 
What amounted to a devaluation 
caused widespread concern around 
the world, and fbotsie was in 
ragged retreat from the opening. At 
one time it was off 287.1 points, but 
in busy two-way trading the index 
managed to reduce its deficit to 
183.5 points, closing at 5,850.L 
The index began the year at 
5,566.1. Its best dose last week was 
6,148.8, although it hit a new trad- 
ing high of 6,195.6. 

Despite the slump there were 
indications that institutional 
investors, who seemed happy to 
chase shares in a mad scramble last 
week, had not completely faded 
from the scene. The late rally 
stemmed from determined buying 
at the knockdown prices produced 
by the earlier panic. 

Not only blue chips were in the 
firing Line: the mid cap index 
crashed 102.7 points to 4J374.4 and 
the small cap 31.2 to 2,108.6. Both 
finished well above their lows. Gov- 
ernment stocks rose by up to 75p. 

Trading was again heavy with 
share turnover topping l.l billion. 


MARKET 
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DEREK 

Pain 


BPB, following a share buyback at 
186p, was the most traded stock 
with turnover put at 345 million 
The shares fell 8.75p to 188p. 

Banks suffered the severest 
mauling as the market fretted over 
their exposure to Latin America, 
and those with long memories re- 
called the crashing impact of past 
regional defaults. Standard Char- 
tered lost 84p (after 96p! to 742p and 
National Westminster Bank 1 05 p 
taffer I28p) to l,066p. 

HSBC was off 125pto l,628p and 
Lloyds TSB 43p to 821.5p. The 


gloom encompassed other finan- 
cials, with insurer Royal & Sob 
Alliance 39p down at 48Sp and 
Prudential down 55p at 899p. 

In such an unfriendly environ- 
ment, the high flying telecom 
shares were also sounding the re- 
treat, with Vodafone 35p down at 
l,039-5p and Energis 3lp at 1.380p. 
But high ffying Colt Telecom, seen 
by all as particularly vulnerable to 
any darkening climate, restricted its 
foil to 19p at i,0i8p. 

Dixons resisted the slump, gain- 
ing 44p to 958p, a peak, as its results 
were in line with best expecta- 
tions. Whitbread, with a moder- 
ately cheerful trading statement 
put on 8p to 775J>p, but Allied 
Doxnecq continued to suffer from 
its sober Christmas trading mes- 
sage, falling a further 19p to 497p. 
The Allied gloom again unsettled 
Bass, off I8.5p at 786.5p, and Scot- 
tish & Newcastle, 28.5p at 684J>p. 

Zeneca, the drugs group, was 
ruffled by stories that its would-be 
partner: Astra of Sweden, could be 
snatched away Roche, the big 
Swiss pharmaceutical group, was 
said to be on the verge of mount- 
ing a bid for Astra, a development 


that would leave Zeneca standing 
a/one and forlorn at the altar The 
shares fell 7ip to 2,673p. 

Sears, on the sale of its credit 
card business, gained 25p to 3l0.5p. 
Retail entrepreneur Phil ip Green 


ON-LINE, an obscure little 
computer games business, says 
it is not involved in any 
corporate talks, bnt even so it 
is comfortably leading the 1999 
stock market race. 

Hie shares climbed a 
further 12p to 57.5p as against 
I6.5p on Monday. Two 
directors, chairman Michael 
Hodges <50.000) and Clem 
Chambers (100,000), have each 
“reluctantly” sold shares to 
improve liquidity. Two years 
ago the price topped loop. 


still hovers: he has bid 340p a share 
although he has not won the back- 
ing of the Sears board. WH Smith, 
said to be expanding its Internet re- 
tailing, was 20.5p higher at 537p. 

Encoura g in g trading statements 
helped Selfridges 6J5p better to 
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2l3J>p, Limelight 3p to 335p and ed- 
ucation group Nord Anglia I4p to 
1423p. IT group Vega was lifted 30p 
to48Sp. 

But trading gloom a gain took its 
toll: Morgan Crucible collapsed 79p 
to 183J>p; engineer Cirqual, with 
sales down 12 per cent and would- 
be bidders retreating, 68J>p to 134p; 
scarves maker Yorkiyde 20.5p off 
at 56 5p and tea group Whittard 


21 .5p to 69.5p. Caution from soft- 
ware group Pegasus lowered the 
shares 37.5p to 2615p. 

It was ironic that on such a 
fraught day the Guardian Royal 
Exchange takeover story was 


TAKEOVER rumours swirled on 
the undercardL with T Clarke, a 
construction group, and 
Zotefoams, a chemical 
operation, in the fixing line. 
Clarke rose 14p to 112L5p and 
Zotefoams I0.5p to 90p- Both 
shares are well below their 
best levels. 

The rumoured predators 
were said to be foreign; Clarke, 
it was claimed, was in the 
sights of a continental group, 
while Zotefoams had attracted 
an American suitor. 


given another whirl It had little 
impact on the shares, lifting them 
just 0. 5p to 3375p. It was suggest- 
ed that AXA, the French group seen 
at tite head of the bidding queue, 
was on the verge of launching a 
fundraising exercise to back a deal. 


AXA was said to be raising £Ibn, 
which could tie in with suggestions 
that it intends to focus on overseas, 
with the Pru taking on domestic op- 
erations. Talk, has been that the bid 
price will be around 400p. GRJE is 
said to have rejected a 360p shot. 

Abbot, an oil services group, 
tumbled 24 5p to 14lJ>p in late trad- 
ing as rumours circulated that its 
proposed merger with Norway's 
Prosafe group had been called off. 

In busy trading AromaScane. the 
electronic “nose" group, edged for- 
ward 0.25p to 1025p, its highest since 
a rescue rights issue was made last 
yean The revamped group, thought 
to be attracting institutional inter- 
est, repeats remits later this month. 
KS Biomedix rose I8p to 3l4.5p in 
a fate rehouse to progress on its os- 
teoarthritis drug. 

Wolverhampton & Dudley 
Breweries, in a takeover tussle with 

Marston Thompson & Evershed, 
did itself little good by reporting 
first-quarter sales below expecta- 
tions: the shares fell 17 5p to 447.5p. 

SEAQ VOLUME; 1.13 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 88,030 
GILTS INDEX: 115.98 +0.81 


Investment: If the IT group’s directors are taking profits, should investors as well? 



FI board shares £15m windfall 


by Peter thal Larsen 

THE BOARD of FI Group yesterday 
shared a windfall of more than £l5m 
when a group of directors took ad- 
vantage of the computer sendees 
company's strong share price per- 
fomiW* to offload 4.7 million shares. 

Hilary Cropper, the chief execu- 
tive who personally pocketed dose 
to £6 5m from the sale, defended the 
decision. “Some of us have a lot of 
our wealth tied up in that busi- 
f/iess.” she said, adding that the 
directors still had a combined 65 per- 
cent stake. They have also agreed 
not to sell any more shares for 12 
months. 

The sight of directors selling 
large chunks of stock did not rattle 
investors, who scrambled to snap 
them up. It is understood that it took 
Warburg Dillon Read, FTs broker; 
just five minutes to place the shares 
with institutional investors. 

Nevertheless, investors might 
reasonably ask whether they too 
should be taking profits in FL The 
company has been one of the best- 
performing information technology 
stocks on (he London exchange, dou- 
bling in value fast yean It is also 
among the most highly rated, trad- 
ing on an eye-popping 63 times 
expected foil-year earnings. 


FI GROUP: AT A GLANCE 


Market value:£653m. share price 32Sp (-2p) 


Trading record 

1996 

1997 

Full year co 
30 Apr 

1998 

1997 1998 

Half year to 
rv, 

Turnover (£ro) 

.78.6," 

98.8 ' ! 

161.1 

71.2 

- 1083 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

4.7 

6.6 

10.7 

4.3 

7.5 

Earnings per share (p) 

2:5 • 

' : 2.9 

4.7 

■•1.6 

2.5 

Dividends per share (p) 

0.8 

1.0 

1.6 

0.4 

0.6 


Revenue breakdown Share price 

Hair year to 31 October. % pence 



Not that FI is giving investors any 
cause for concern. Results for the six 
months to 31 October; released yes- 
terday, showed pre-tax profits rising 
by 75 per cent to £7 3m on turnover 
up 53 per cent to £109m. 

The results included a contribu- 
tion from IIS Infotech. the Indian 
computer group FI bought a£ the end 
of 1997 and which is already bring- 


ing in business. In the half, FI 
signed a £20m three-year IT out- 
sourcing contract with London Elec- 
tricity that requires some work to be 
done outside the UK to save costs. 

Lower wage costs in India also 
boosted FTs margins, which rose to 
6J5 per cent, up more than a per- 
centage point in the half year 

Meanwhile, Ms Cropper sounded 



Hilary Cropper: *No barriers 
to growth’ in FTs markets 


upbeat on FTs growth prospects. She 
believes that over time its largest 
customers - who account for 70 per 
cent of revenues - will entrust more 
of their IT spending to FL Wbrk on 
the millennium bug, which yields 15 
percent of revenues, will tail off but 
it will be replaced by preparations 
for tiie introduction of the euro in the 
UK and for electronic commerce. 


The company is also planning to 
set up a division to implement 
Enterprise Resource Planning soft- 
ware - the packages tH?t link dif- 
ferent parts of a company, such as 
accounting, h illing and stock man- 
agement - for its major customers. 
It is also eyeing expansion into the 
United States or continental Europe, 
although Ms Cropper stressed that 
the company would not make 
another acquisition before the year 
2000 at the earliest 

Ms Cropper dismissed fears of a 
slump in demand after the year 2000. 
“There are no barriers to growth in 
this market at this time,” she said. 
House broker Warburg agreed, up- 
grading its full-year profit forecast 
by almost 5 per cent to £l6.lm. 

Roger Phillips, an analyst at 
investment bank Granville, said: 
“Every key indicator of the compa- 
ny’s financial performance showed 
an improvement Any concerns the 
City has now relate to the valuation 
of the shares as opposed to the com- 
pany’s performance." 

With its long-term contracts and 
solid forward order book, analysts 
think that there is little chance of FI 
disappointing the market in the 
short term. However; few in the City 
are hrave enough to rate tire shares, 
down 2p yesterday at 325p, as a buy. 


Selfridges trading update brings Limelight looks fit to 
some cheer to the high street rebound into profits 


SELFRIDGES HAS not exactly over- 
burdened investors with good news 
since the department store retailer 
was demerged from Sears fast sum- 
mer but there were some more 
promising tidings from the group 
yesterday. 

Its Christmas trading statement 
showed that in the six weeks over 
Christmas, sales at its flagship store 
on London’s Oxford Street were 
32 per cent up on the same period 
last year . And the new Manchester 
store at 'frafford Park; which opened 
in September, has reached the re- 
quired level with a contribution of 
£13.4m sofar 

At Oxford Street, the best per- 
formers have been the perfume de- 
^jartment, where sales rose by 12 per 
' cent and the children’s department 
which saw an 8 per cent rise. 

This helped offset a poor perfor- 
mance in dothing, where sales were 
fiat The winter sale has been “sat- 


By Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


isfactory" and there is no problem 
with over-stocks. 

Selfridges' shares rose on relief 
that the group bad not become an- 
other victim of the high street blues. 
But the figures do not quite repre- 
sent the “turnaround” bong claimed 
in some quarters yesterday. 

A key factor in the sales growth 
was the re-opening in the autumn of 
the beauty hall, which is the reason 
perfume sales have been so fragrant 
Selfridges ’ redevelopment pro- 
gramme will finish this year with the 
completion of the menswear de- 
partment overhaul on the ground 
flooc After that, the figures will be 
truly Uke-fbr-like and comparisons 
may be a little more onerous. 

John Richards at BT AlexJBrown 
described Selfridges figures as 
“relatively reassuring" but pointed 


out the boost from the new beauty 
halL He also notes that underlying 
net asset value is 214p, compared 
with yesterday’s close of 213p, up 
6.5p on the day. 

That might seem to offer support 
but a more significant factor is the 
near 7per cent now held by the prop- 
erty group British Land. That has 
buoyed the share price as specula- 
tion persists that John Ritblafs 
group may mount a bid or push for 
a sale and leaseback of the Oxford 
Street sate. 

On BT Alex-Brown’S full year 
forecast of £18m the shares trade on 
a forward multiple of 20. Analysts say 
that on fundamentals the stock is 
overvalued and that bid prospects 
are based more on hope than ex- 
pectation. 

There will be far worse trading 
statements that yesterday's update 
from Selfridges fait that is no reason 
to chase the shares. 


SHARES GOING up yesterday were 
few and far between but Limelight, 
the Manchester-based makers and 
retailers of fully-fitted kitchens, bed- 
rooms, bathrooms and conservato- 
ries, managed a 3p rise to 33.5p. 

The company which trades under 
various names - Sharps, Moben, Dolr 
phm and Kitchens Direct - issued a 
trading statement saying simply 
that trading remained tough in the 
final quarter of the year; but lime- 
light had performed in tine with 
expectations in 1998 and the current 
year had begun reasonably well 

In the January sale period - tra- 
ditionally the peak season - sales 
were 8 per cent up on fast year quite 
an achievement at a time when 
many high-street retailers are feel- 
ing the pinch. However; the compa- 
ny insists it is still too early to take 
any firm position on tbe outlook for 
trading after January. 

Some of the success is down to 


by Clifford German 


increased advertising and promo- 
tion, but it is likely that falling mort- 
gage rates are encouraging home 
owners to plough some of the money 
they save on mortgages back into 
home improvements. 

Limelight’s shares have not been 
spectacular performers since they 
were floated at 188p threeyears ago, 
and the path has generally been 
downward. But Andrew Stanway, 
who stepped up to the post of chief 
executive after a management 

ghaltPiip , has R iirrpprip ri in takin g fait 

costs and sold the loss-making Port- 
land Windows. 

Richard Ratoec of brokers Sey- 
mour Pierce, now rates the shares a 
speculative buy. He forecasts a re- 
bound from a £l2m loss after re- 
struduring costs in 1997toaprafitof 
£8m and earnings of 5.6p a share fast 
yeai; rising to £1 lm and 7B0p in 1999. 


Mr Burke, the 
office clerk who 
got to the top 


THE YORKSHIREMAN who steered 
Bristol & West out of its building 
society status and into the arms of 
Bank of Ireland two years ago is 
s tanding down as chief executive 
after 34 years with the same insti- 
tution. 

John Burke, 56, is one of a dying 
breed: a man who worked his way 
up from office clerk to boss of a 
financial institution with assets of 
over £13bn. Mr Burke says this 
career path is “sadly not likely to 
happen too often in the future”. 

Yesterday he said he was stand- 
ing down as chief executive to be- 
come vice-chairman of Bristol & 
West It’s a long way from Mr 
Burke’s first job, in the Plymouth 
office he joined in November 1964. 
“There was a big gap in the office 
between the secretary at the back 
and the counter- they thought I was 
a big enough lad to fill it," he recalls. 

When he became the society’s 
youngest-ever branch manager at 
Truro, Cornwall in 1968, the society 
had assets of just £40m. Mr Burke 
moved to head office in 1978 and got 
the top job in 1993. steering the 
society through demutualisation and 
subsequent sale to the Bank of Ire- 
land four years later. He wifi be suc- 
ceeded by Jeff Warren, finance 
director of Bristol & Wsst since 1992. 

IN Great Railway Journeys on 
BBC2 on Tuesday night, presenter 
Michael Portillo returned to Spain 
- the land of his ancestors - and was 
the very picture of relaxation. He 
journeyed in great comfort, at speeds 
of300kph, in modern, shiny trains, in 
a trip which tookin Granada, Seville, 
Madrid and Salamanca. He told us, 
dearty proud of Spain, that if the 
TGV-type train was more than five 
minutes fate at Madrid everyone got 

all their fare back. The train was, in 
the event, five minutes early. 

In the UK, of course, we have 
learaf not to expect such speed, com- 
fort or compensation from our pri- 
vatised system. Who is to blame? 

Ian GUmour, the ex-Tory cabinet 
minis ter, had no doubts. He wrote in 
the Evening Standard in October 
1995: “When be (Portillo) was a 
junior minister of transport he was 
tiie chief architect of the ridiculously 
complicated, hideousty expensive 
and largely unworkable scheme for 
the privatisation of the railways.” 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 

MOHAMMED AL FATED'S former 
sp okesman Michael Cole has joined 
the board of a small London-based 
public relations outfit Lehmann 
Communications, to help grow its 
presence in tbe luxury goods and 
sendees sector 

The bouffant-haired former BBC 
presenter told me yesterday that he 
remains on good terms with the Har- 
rods boss, but resents being referred 

to by the media as simply “the 
press officer at Harrods". 

“I was a director of the company 
and I was de^dy involved in the com- 
pany’s business,” be insists. 

Mr Cole adds with typical mod- 
esty: “Obviously I know everyone 
worth knowing, really.” 

MICHAEL FOOT, former Labour 
leader; today opens the first Jamaica 
Blue Mountain Coffee Shop, the 
progenitor of what is planned to be 
a 2,000-strong worldwide chain. 

Although widely acknowledged as 
a top quality coffee, the Jamaican va- 
riety has been difficult to buy in the 
UK until now, says the chain's man- 
aging director, Geoffrey Holland. 

The shop at 18 Maddox Street in 
London’s Mayfair features J amaican 
culture and lifestyle. 

LORD SIMPSON, chief executive of 
GEC, was cock-a-hoop yesterday 
that an employee of the defence 
company has won the Young Woman 
Engineer of the Year Award for the 
second year running. 

Lord Simpson took time off from 
merger talks with a host of other 
defence companies to praise this 
year's winner, Kim Dennis, 26. 
information technology specialist 
skill group manager with Marconi 
Communications of Coventry. He 
said Ms Dennis and the other final- 
ists “make wonderful role models for 
many youngsters who may not oth- 
erwise realise the superb and ex- 
citing career opportunities which are 
available to them in engineering.” 
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PE Last- OuVbl PE Oa* Chg W NYU Last* dig SpotOFHWBr 

Ftf> 11.15-0.3512295 tan 113.00 .- 6957 Feb ~ “ 

Mar 11.0MJ82MSII Feb 101. 75-5.751 1343 Mar 
Apr 11J5-0J5 5183 Mar KBJ5-5.75 6556 Apr 

May 


1253 -0.34 Gasoline 95 126.LO 

12.58 -036 Naphtha 104.00 

12.72 -031 Gasoil 105.CQ 

12,85 -028 Fuel Oil (3.5%s}65.Q0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s;3opm 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CfiG 

%CHG 

31 DEC 

%CHGVTD 

bidex 

1970-100 

136 03 

-2.49 

-1.80 

215.26 

-36.81 

Agricultural 

1970-100 

183-27 

-2.08 

-1.12 

231 23 

-20.74 

Energy 

1983=100 

45.10 

-1.31 

-2.82 

85.66 

-47.47 

tad Metals 

1977=100 

129.66 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-23.1B 

Livestock 

1970=100 

15352 

-1 63 

-1 05 

191.03 

-19.43 

Pree Meals 

1973=100 

380.41 

-338 

-0-93 

463.54 

-17.93 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (SAonne) 

Cash Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

uvEsds 

Chgn 

Aluminium HO 

1230 

1231 -23.00 

1238 

1239 

-20 

653325 

5125 

Aluminium Alloy 

1032 

1037 -3.00 

1062 

1065 

-3 

95640 

-400 


1446 

1447 -24.00 

1473.5 

1474 

-23 

603600 

400 

Lmd 

492 

493 -3.00 

495 

496 

-1 

107650 

-1250 

Nkfcei 

4375 

4385-135.00 

4445 

4450 

• 135 

65556 

-150 

Tin 

5060 

5090 -55.00 

5070 

5080 

-50 

8265 

-75 

Zinc 

917.5 

918.5 -19.50 

938 

939 

-18 

315700 

-700 

PRECIOUS METALS 




Coins (S) 

Year's 


chg chg Year's 

_2S__ 

chg 



chg_ 


Platinum 3S3.00-5.50 -8.00 Platinum 212.95-6.85-10.70 Krug'rands 285.33 3.99 

Palladium 311.00-5.00 85.00 Palladium 187 65 -6.10 47.65 Sous 66.91 

SBuer 519-0.17 -0.41 SBuer 3.14-0.15 -027 Nobles 386.05 

Grid 285.45-4.35 5.95 Maple Loaf 286.89 -12.43 


I LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 

l 


AGRICULTURAL at s-.iopm 

SetfementPifee S850.10 



Cocoa 

UFFE £/ronre 
Mar99 919.00 
Rto)99 940.00 
JuB9 960.00 
Vet: 0 

White Sugar* 
UFFE S/toonr 
Mar99 250-90 
May99 25090 
Ang99 246.40 
Vol-. 0 


UFFE S/rwme 
ta (1991791. 00 
M«991 790.00 
May991 725.00 
Vol: 0 

Freight 
UFFE$10»tpt 
Jan99 BOO AO 
Feb99 795 AO 
Hbr99 830.00 
Vor. 0 


Barley 
UFFE f/ranne 
Jan99 78£0 
Mar99 80.00 
M*y99 80.75 
YbL 0 

Wheat 
UFFE Sauk 
J an99 75.70 
Mar99 75.70 
May99 77.70 
tt* 0 


Potatoes 

UFFEE/ronne 
NtarSS 250.00 
Apr99 310.00 
May99 326.00 
VM: 0 

Corn* 

CBOT Cents/t&M 
Mar99 215.00 
Ntay99 221.00 
JuB9 226.7$ 
Vo!: 0 


Soya Beans" 
CBOT Sflk 
Apr9S 530.00 
May99 533.50 
Jim99 538.50 
Vbfc 0 

Ige Potatoes 
SrtBfkg 
Jan99 33.95 
MarS9 19.35 
M&|99 34.50 
Ifcf: 0 


OTHER SPOTS AT 5:30PM 


Feb LtaeGxde (CME) S/40kb 6230 
Feb PtrkM&es {CMEJSAQkfc 54.80 
Mar Orme Juice (CTN}$A5kb 100.00 

Dec Mlk fCSqS/5(*b _TnJ 

Mar Oats (CBT) S/5k bsfl 106.00 

Ms- Flu (WCE) S/20 m 332.50 


Mar Whire Maize (SAP) 5/1 00 nit 638.0 
J» Rubber fTCM}Y/5hl<g 86.3 
Mar Coran Jcm)$/50Ub 58.6 
•far Crude Mm (Kljq Stf5m 20980 
M* 5oya0i {CBTJWOkfo 23.1 
Am WtooUenV&m [TCM1 SrtOOkg 1165.0 
















the independent^^ 

Ttofe 1A Janiwry i— 



SPORT 


t 


Golf: As the game goes global, players increasingly want to 


match themselves against the world s elite 


New look 
as tour 
rakes in 
big money 


EVER SINCE just eight profession- 
als gathered at Prestwick in Octo- 
ber I860, the concept of the best 
players in the game playing against 
each other to decide a worthy cham- 
pion has been a familiar one in golf 
But so has tradition, and though the 
128th staging of the Open Champi- 
onship, which returns to Carnoustie 
for the first time in 24 years, will re- 
main foe centrepiece erf the 1999 sea- 
son, change is in the air. 

The European Tour; which gets 
under way in Johannesburg today 
with the South African PGA Cham- 
pionship , has a new look in two ways. 
Firstly, the official currency from 
now on will be the euro, with a con- 
version to pounds sterling setfor the 
season at today’s exchange rate. For 
each Briton who might be suspicious 
of the change, there is a Bernhard 
Langer who expected nothing less. 

Secondly, there is the introduction 
of a new level of tournaments all with 
a first prize of Sim, or £630,000 or 
880.000 euros: big money in anyone’s 
currency. Three World Champi- 
onship events have been introduced 
to cater for the players' requests for 
more opportunities for the best to 
meet the best, a concept thorough- 
ly endorsed by sponsors and televi- 
sion. 

If the idea is an old one, and was 
achieved on the links of Scotland until 
the turn of the century and on the 
fairways of the US Tour for most of 
the 1900s, recently only the four 
major championships have seen a 
gathering of die world's best players. 

The development of the game out- 
side of the States, with Europe be- 
coming a force in the Ryder Cup and, 
last month, the International team 
defeating the Americans in the Pres- 
idents Cup, finally has brought a 
recognition from the Americans 
that the game is going global. 

If the feeling is that their idea of 
the best meeting the best is fine as 
long as it is on US soil, with two of 
the new events in the States, then 
the third, the American Express 
World Championship, which will de- 
ride the US money list as well as the 
European Order of Merit, will be 
played at Valderrama in November. 

It was Greg Norman who sparked 
the tours from around the world to 
come together in unusual co-oper- 
ation when he proposed a World Ttour 
of elite events in 1994. Where Nor- 
man missed the point is that golf 
does not need any more 30-man 
events with no half-way cut to con- 
centrate the mind. All that really 
needs to happen is for other events 
to follow the lead of the US Flayers' 
Championship in making sure the 
top 50 or more on the world ranMngs 
are among a foil-field entry. 

One of the new events falls into 
Norman’s trap, the NEC World In- 
vitational bringing together Ryder 
Cup and Presidents Cup players at 
Firestone, the home of the now de- 
funct ^ Wbrid Series. Greg Turner; the 
New Zealander, will play in the 
event because he was picked as a 
wild card for the International Pres- 
idents Cup team but does not believe 
he should be. Tra in the tournament 
as a player ranked 70th in the world 
when others, who are more de- 
serving, are missing out," he said. 


by Andy Farrell 


“At atime when the difference be- 
tween being 30th in the world and 
I30th is smaller than it’s ever been, 
we are looking at creating this 6b- 
fcist group where the fields are lim- 
ited,” Turner added. 

Each event, however; has specif- 
ic qualification criteria allowing 
players to emerge from file Euro- 
pean or other tours to work their way 
up the ladder Much the most eageriy 
anticipated of the new events is the 
Andersen Consulting World Match- 
play Championship, which will fea- 
ture the world’s top 64 in straight 
head-to-head action a concept that 
has not existed since the USPGA 
went to strokeplay in 1958. 

The qualification for the event 
has added an impetus to the start of 
the season. Nick Faldo (57th), Per- 
Ulrik Johansson (63rd), Robert Karfs- 
son (67th) and Andrew Coltart (69th) 
are among those tried to make sure 
of a place at La Costa next month. 
Due to poor results at the start of last 
season, Karisson has been told he can 
improve his world ranking points av- 
erage by sitting at home for the next 
six weeks. Whether it will be enough 
is another question and the Swede is 
not taking the chance. 

Faldo is showing signs of trying 
to make the team on merit The 
Ryder Cup wil] be played in Sep- 
tember at the Country Club of 
Brookline, where Faldo lost the US 
Open in a play-off to Curtis Strange 
in 1988. “It is one of the great sport- 
ing events,” Fhldo said of the Ryder 
Cup. “You want to be there." 

The 41-year-old six-times major 
winner is taking advantage of the ab- 
sence of Colin Montgomerie (rest- 
ing), Darren Clarke (fitness training) 
and Lee Westwood (honeymoon) 
by teeing up at Houghton today. 
“Step one is to get back to winning, 
step two is to get back to winning mar 
jors and if you are doing that you’ll 
get in the Ryder Cup," he said. 

Winning the World Cup with Eng- 
land and finishing fourth in the Aus- 
tralian Open has rekindled his 
enthusiasm. "I'm as keen as mus- 
tard. You hate being down where I 
am when you have been where I 
have been. But I just keep believing 
that after everything I’ve been 
through HI be a better player than 
ever before. That’s the scary thing 
for everyone else. My trump card 
now Is experience.” 

With the European Order of Merit 
now including the US Open and 
USPGA as well as the three Wbrid 
Championship events, the chances of 
a player coming out of the pack, as 
Honan Rafferty did in 1989, to win the 
title have decreased Equally, it will 
now reflect performances by Euro- 
peans in the world’s biggest tourna- 
ments. Expect another Montgomerie, 
Clarke, Westwood shoot out 

As for Justin Rose; the 18-year-old 
is taking up the first of what should 
be many invitations in Johannesburg 
this week. Quite how many he re- 
ceives will be up to how he performs. 
The safety net of the Challenge 
tour remains but he may find him- 
self overtaken by Sergio Garcia, 
who is expected to turn profession- 
al after the US Masters. 



Sweden’s Per Ulrik Johansson splashes out of a bunker during yesterday’s Alfred DunhQl pro-am in Johannesburg AUsport 


EUROPEAN TOUR SCHEDULE 


JANUARY 

14-17 Alfred Dun hill South African PGA. 

Houghton, Johannesburg 

21-24 South African Open. Stellenbosch 

28-31 Hdneken Classic, The Vines. Perth. 

Australia 


FEBRUARY 

4-7 Benson and Hedges Malaysian Open. 
Kuala Lumpur 

1 1-14 Dubai Desert Classic. Dubai Creek 

17-20 Qatar Masters. Doha, Qatar 

24-28 World Golf Championship Andersen 
Consulting Match Play. La Costa, Califor- 
nia 


MARCH 

4-7 Portuguese Algarve Open, venue to be 
announced 

11-14 Tunesparta Masters, venue tba 

18-21 Moroccan Open. Royal Agadir 

25-28 Madeira Island Open. Santo da Serra 


APRIL 

8-11 US MASTERS. Augusta. Georgia 
22-25 Peugeot Spanish Open, venue tba 

29-2 May Plat and Rla Italian Open, 
□rcolo. Turin 


MAY 

6-9 French Open, venue tba 

13-16 Benson and Hedges International, 

The Oxfordshire 

21-24 Deutsche Bank-SAP Open TPC of 
Europe. St Leon Rot. HekJeJburg 
28-31 Volvo PGA Championship. Went- 
worth, Surrey 

JUNE 

3-6 English Open, tba 
10-13 German Open. Sporting Club, Berlin 
17-20 US OPEN, Plnehurst. North Car- 
olina 

24-27 Compaq European Grand Prfx, De 
Vere Sisley Hail, Northumberland 


JULY 

1-4 Murphy's Irish Open. Druids Glen. Coun- 
ty Wicklow 

7-10 Standard Life Loch Lomond, Loch 
Lomond, 5codand 

15-18 OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP. Carnoustie, 
Scotland 

22-25 TNT Dutch Open. Hrlversum 

30-2 Aug Smurfic European Open. K Club, 
County Kildare 


AUGUST 

5-8 Volvo Scandinavian Masters. Barse- 
back. MalmO. Sweden 
12-15 US PGA. Medlnah, Chicago 

19-22 BMW International Open. Nord- 
E I cherried. Munich. Germany 

26-29 World Golf Championship NEC Invi- 
tational. Akron. Ohio 


SEPTEMBER 

2-5 Canon European Masters. Crans-sur- 
Sierre. Switzerland 


9-12 One 2 One British Masters, venue tba 

16-19 LancAme Trophy, St Nom-Ja-Br&eche, 
Paris. France 

24-26 RYDER CUP. Brookline. Boston 
30-3 Oct Unde German Masters, Gut Larchen- 
hof. Cologne 


OCTOBER 

7-10 Alfred DunNII Cup. St Andrews, Soodand 
14-17 dsoo World Match Play VVentworth, Sur- 
rey 

14-17 Open NovoreJ Perrier, Golf du Medoc 
Bordeaux. France 

21-24 Belgacom Open. Royal Zouie. Belgium 
28-31 \totvo Masters. MoncecastVla Jensc. Spam 

NOVEMBER ~ 

4-7 World Golf Championship Strokepiav. 
Valderrama. Spain 

1 1-14 Johnnie walker Classic venue tba 
18-21 World Cup or Golf. Mines Resort. Kuala 

Lumpur. Malaysia 

18-23 European Tbur qualifying school finals. 
San Roque and Sotogrande. Spain 


ERNIE ELS 

las the busiest 
iterna clonal 
chedule of any 
f the leading 
ilayers and paid 
he penal cy 

/hen he was 
truck down by 
back injury last 

jne Conse- 
uendy suffered a disappointing 
ilddle and end to what had 
carted out as an outstanding sea- 
on. Down to fifth on the world 




d and will spend much of the 
mmer at his new home at 
•ntworch. 


LEE WESTWOOD 

nocher newly 
ed who is cur- 
incly honey- 
mooning in the 
aribbean. De- 
lves the break 
! cer winning 
rven times last 
Mr and 1 0 
mes within 13 - .. 

lonths. At No 8 on the world 
mkings has overtaken Colin 
lontgomerie as the leading 
ritlsh player and will want to end 
ie Scot's six-year tenure In the 
uropean No 1 spot. But getting 
to contention in the majors will 
» his highest priority. 



TIGER WOODS 



Too many sec- 
onds and thirds 
last year and 
too few victories 
have rubbed 
away some of 
Woods' mys- 
tique as a phe- 
nomenon but 
added credence 

to his belief that he is now con- 
sistently a better player. Masters 
and the Open -if he can boat Mark 
O’Meara - remain his best chances 
of adding to his solitary major but 
the new world Match play Cham- 
pionship .should bring; out his flair 
for one-on-one combat. 


THE PRETENDERS 


% 


DARREN CLARKE 

Has taken time 
to learn the 
winning habit 
but proved he 
has done so to 
brilliant eFfect 
winning the 
blvo Masters 
last November. 

Enjoying father- 
hood, he has given up smoking and 
gone on a fitness drive In an at- 
tempt to convert more of his near- 
misses, as at the Open at Royal 
Troon In '97. Feels 66-1 is far off 
the mark for his chances at Au- 
gusta after finishing eighth on his 
debut in the Masters last year. 



DAVID DUVAL 


The Westwood 
of the US tour, 
on which he has 
already claimed 
the sea son - 
opening Mer- 
cedes Cham- 
pionship by nine 
strokes to record 
hts eighth win 
since October 1 997. But just as 
he struggled to break through, has 
yet to prove himself in the majors. 
Led the Masters briefly with three 
holes to play last April but over- 
taken by O'Meara's late charge. 


V • ; T' 

H 

.‘•‘V 



JESPER PARNEVIK 

Under that cap 
with the up- 
turned peak 
and in between 
munching vol- 
canic sand hides 
a ball striker of 
rare quality 
honed on the 
tesdng fairways 
of the US Tour over the last few 
seasons. Will split his schedule on 
both sides of the Atlantic after re- 
joining the European Tour, a re- 
quirement for him to make the 
Ryder Cup team. Three chances 
to win the Open in the last five 
years have only convinced him he 
can become the first Swede to win 
a major championship. 
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The curse of irresponsible expectation 


AT THE risk of upsetting some in 
this dubious trade it is preposed that 
all sports reporters, including those 
who broadcast by television and 
radio, undertake the revolutionary 
experiment of discreet appraisal. 

lb be sure, this might startle and 
confuse the clientele, yet 1999 would 
be a better and brighter year if we 
could get through it without being 
imprudently advised that genius is 
upon us. 

If we could start by setting 
promise in perspective, there might 
come a day when emerging talent 
is not put at risk by descriptions that 
twitch and quiver withirresponsb- 
ble expectation. 

White ft is kite to suppose that any 
teenager who is quickly successful 
in sport can avoid the sort of 



Ken Jones 


attention given to Michael Owen in 
last summers Worid. Cup fin als 
and Jusfin Rose in the Open golf 
championship, it can lead to diffi- 
culties in development that some 
have found insurmountable. 

Recently, on Match of foe Day, 


the BBC pundit and former Liver- 
pool defender Mark Lawrenson 
stated that Owen, at 19 years old, 
isalreadya phenomenon of football. 

There is some truth in that, but 
unfortunately it may lead the pub- 
lic to consider Owen complete in 
football education when, in feet, he 
stffi has things to mastec 

As for Rose, it was not so much 
that the roof caved in on him after 
outscormg many of the world's 
best golfers at Birkdale as that he 
did not live up to quite ridiculous 
media anticipation* Comparisons 
between Rose and aJxuaphenom- 
enon of golf, Tiger Woods, were as 
daft as some made between Owen 
and Pele, who was only 17 when he 
appeared for Brazil against Sweden 
in the 1958 World Cup final. 


A great deal of attention was 
given last week to Jermaine Pen- 
nant the 15-year-old prodigy who is 
registered with Arsenal after being 
brought up in the game by Notts 
County. 

There are some important side 
issues involved here -Notts Coun- 
ty’s agreement with Arsenal cannot 
conceal their disappointment - but 
there is risk in Arsenal's investment 

Nobody can ever be sure 
whether young players wiD live up 
to their potential I do not know ex- 
actly what the figures are, but the 
-majority of apprentices in English 
football fail to make it as fully 
fledged professionals. 

Onfy people who look upon an in- 
terest in football as evidence of re- 
tarded development will be 


oblivious to the notion that a huge 
future in the game is being pre- 
dicted for West Ham’s 17-year-old 
midfielder Joe Cole, who made his 
first-team debut as a substitute in 
the third round of the FA Cup 
against Swansea City. 

Cole is just one of an emerging 
generation who promise much for 
the future of English football. Im- 
proved coaching gives them a bet- 
ter chance than the many who fell 
by the wayside after representing 
England at youth international 
level. 

The trouble is that media atten- 
tion may be detrimental to their 
progress. Pew will be blessed with 
Owen’s temperament and the solid 
family background from which he 
benefits. Some wQl disappear from 


view, either because of injury or 
failed personality. 

I was mentioning this the other 
day to someone who gave up foot- 


O — 

to achieve became too great for him. 
*1 think the worst thing about the job 
was telling youngsters that they 
weren't going to make it,” he said. 

“Most of them took it well but the 
parents werea ffifierentmatten Ire- 
member mothers in my office plead- 
ing for their sons to be kept on." 

In their eagerness to publicise 
the announcement of sporting 
youth, some people descend into a 
twilight of reason and language. 

Gustav Sebes, who put together 
the great Hungarian side of the 
1950s, once spoke about his belief 
that a 15-year-old Ferenc Puskas 


would rise above others in his 
eration and become one a 
great figures in football his to 
The interesting thing abou 
was that others were consic 
ahead of Puskas in natural a] 
“But none of them had his ne 
Sebes said. “On the worst day; 
Jfe he would never drop be' 

ninJi Mia* 


was remarkable 

course, he lived up to all the 

thatwere held out for him." 
we shall have to wait a 



“ — uivoc wno are p 

? causing a great deal of exd 
m English football It would 
people who report their efi 
so with more tireumspectit 
« at present evident 
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Henman talks up Open prospects 
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By derrick Whyte 

TIM HEINMAN is confident of bis 
chances in next week’s Aus- 
tralian Open, despite making a 
losing start to his preparations. 

Henman was beaten 2-6, 
6^6-4fciyMarkPtuliKX)Ussisin 
his first match in Melbourne's 
Kboyong Classic, fallowing a de- 
feat in the Qatar Open final on 
Sunday to the Ge rman qualifi- 
er; Rainer Schuttlen But he be- 
lieves he is playing consistently 
enough to challenge for the 
year's opening Grand Slam. 

“I think my game since Wim- 
bledon has been most 
consistent I’ve beaten most 
people," the 24-year-old said, 
“but now that Pete Sampras has 
pulled out of the Open - he’s one 
guy 1 haven't beaten - if I can 
continue playing the way I am 
then I will be difficult to beat" 
Henman’s best achievement 
in a Grand Slam to date was los- 
ing to Sampras in last year’s 
Wimbledpn semi-final. He has 
changed his routine this year 
after playing in the last two fi- 
nals in Sydney. 

*T would have arrived on 
TUesday and played that day in 
Sydney and then gone and 
played five matches as I have 
done in the last two years, and 
that takes a lot out of you," Hen- 
man said. 

“To go into the Australian 
Open r would like to be a little 
freshen so that was my rea- 
soning in playing here before 
the Australian Open. I thmfr 
playing in the last two Sydney 
finals is perhaps a little bit too 
much with regards to prepara- 
tion for the Australian Open.” 

Henman could be top-seed- 
ed for the first time in an ATP 
Tbur event in Britain next 
month. The British No 1 will 
take prime billing at the 
Guardian Direct Cup in Bat- . 
- tersea Park, London, from22 to 

' y 28 Efebruary. if he maintains or 
7 improves his present world 
ranking of seven. 

Henman is the highest- 
ranked player to have con- 
firmed his entry for the 
Battersea tournament 
Yfcvgeny Kafelnikov, the 
Russian holder who is ranked 
11 in the world, and Karol 
Kucera, the Slovakian ranked 
eight, both announced yester- 
day they too would be compet- 
ing in the. London event 
It means that five of the 


-4U 



Goran Ivanisevic finds a novel way to express his frustration in his 7-6, 7-6 defeat against Thomas Enqvist at the Kooyong Classic in Melbourne yesterday Allsport 


world's leading 11 players will 
be on view at Battersea since 
Greg Rusedski, the British 
No 2, who is ranked nine, and 
the former Wimbledon cham- 
pion, Richard Krajicek, the 
Dutchman ranked 10, are also 
among the entries. 

Henman’s posable top seed- 
ing at Battersea is an indication 
of the remarkable progress he 
has made in the past 12 months. 
At thetournament last yean he 
was rankrf24in fheworidand 
not Snong f£fe*eaiht 'seeds; 


although he did beat Krajicek, 
then seeded fifth, in the first 
round before falling to Kafel- 
nikov in three sets in the third. 

Also in Australia is Steffi 
Graf, the former world No 1, 
who continued her comeback 
yesterday by beating the Amer- 
ican Serena MQiams to reach 
tiie quarter-finals of the Adidas 
International in Sydney. 

Graf played only a handful of 
tournaments in 1998 because of 
a series of iijgpries, primarily 
wrist, ankle’’ antf knee prob- 


lems, that prevented her from 
playing tor most of 1997 as welL 
She missed last year’s Aus- 
tralian Open through injury 
and has not won a Grand Slam-, 
title since the 1996 US Open. V 
However, she came back 
strongfy late last year; and 
began this year ranked No 9 
after winning two of the last 
three tournaments she entered 
and 12 of her previous 13 match- 
es, including wins over the lead- 
ing three players in the world 
Graf continued that winning 


form against Williams yester- 
day, weathering a second-set 
wobble and coming back from 
a break down in the final set to 
beat the teenager 6-2, 3-6, 7-5 
and reach the last eight erf the 
Australian Open warm-up, 
where she will face Serena’s 
older sister; Vfenus. 

\fenus Williams, ranked No 5, 
could prove Graf's toughest 
opponent in the lead-up to next 
week’s Grand Slam tourna- 
ment She overpowered the 
South African player Amanda 


Coetzer to earn a meeting with 
Gra£ 

Graf is understandably eager 
to improve on her recent 
progress. “It's been a while 
since I started a year without 
any injuries. It’s a great feeling,” 
the 29-year-old German said 

“The wrist and knee, it's all 
fine. It’s a completely different 
way to approach the game. Pm 
able to work on my condition. 
That hasn’t been the case for a 
long tuna" 

Of yesterday’s win over the 


younger Williams sister Graf 
said: “I played a very good first 
set, but I had a total letdown in 
tiie second I started to make an 
extreme amount of mistakes. I 
felt very flat suddenly. But to 
come back was good. Tm happy 
I was able to raise my game at 
that point” 

■ The Australian Open cham- 
pion, Petr Korda, began legal 
proceedings yesterday chal- 
lenging the right of the ITF to 
appeal against his lenient treat- 
ment for a positive drugs test 


Baynes 
makes 
move to 
Salford 


THE WIGAN prop Neil Baynes 
has boosted his hopes of regu- 
lar first-team action by joining 
Super League rivals Salford 
Baynes has had few senior op- 
portunities at Central Park, 
making just 12 substitute ap- 
pearances in four years. 

But the 21 -yearHold forward 
made a big impact for Wigan at 
Salford four months ago, scor- 
ing his first try for the club with 
his first touch of the ball after 
stepping off the bench. 

Baynes, who has agreed a 
two-year deal with Salford, was 
one of five props chasing a 
first-team place at Wigan, with 
competition from Neil Cowie, 
Tterry O'Connor; Tbny Mestrov 
and the new signing Brett Gold- 
spink. 

The former Great Britain 
captain Garry Schofield who 
made three Challenge Cup final 
appearances at the height of his 
career; could find himself lead- 
ing Doncaster on the Wembley 
trail later this month. The 33- 
year-old former Hull Leeds 
and Huddersfield standoff has 
been targeted as the first of a 
number of major signings by 
the First Division dub follow- 
ing a successful takeover. 

Doncaster have been res- 
cued by Westferry Ltd, the 
company that also recently 
took over the town’s football 
team, and the directors yes- 
terday submitted their busi- 
ness plan for approval by the 
Rugby Football League board 
Schofield, who was sacked as 
player-coach of Huddersfield 
last summer is currently play- 
ing rugby union with Aberavon 
but is expected to lend his vast 
experience to reversing the 
ailing fortunes of Doncaster. 

The Doncaster coach. Colin 
Maskill is hoping to sign 
Schofield in time for the Chal- 
lenge Cup tie against the Old- 
ham amateur dub, St Annes, on 
31 January. 

First Division Hull KR have 
completed their overseas quota 
with the signing of utility forward 
David Luckwedl, who made 57 
first-grade appearances with 
the Canterbury Bulldogs. 


Botha wary of Tyson 




FRANCOIS BOTHA predicted 
^yesterday that the world will 
- ~see the old Mike Tyson again 
this weekend, when the pair 
meet in Las Vegas. 

By “old", Botha was refer- 
ring to the brutally in timidating 
Tyson who took boxing by 
storm when he became world 
champion at the age of 20. 

However; while Tyson is an 
overwhelming favourite to beat 
the South African in bis first 
fight since he was disqualified 
for biting Evander Hojyfield in 
June 1997, Botha believes he 
can upset the odds. 

Botha is 7-1 with the Las 
Vegas bookmakers to upset 
Tyson's comeback, but he is 
used to flying in the face of rea- 
son. In a freak accident at 16 he 
fen into a hole while gathering 
corn and mangled his right 
arm. Nerve damage was so 
severe that he still does not 
enjoy full feeling in the limb. His 
little finger does not fully dose 
and for years he boxed mainly 
with his left arm. 

He missed the Olympics 


BOXING 


By kieran Daley 

when South Africa was barred 
because of apartheid and has 
warred with the boxing au- 
thorities throughout his career: 
When he became Internation- 
al Boxing Federation heavy- 
weight champion in 1995 he was 
stripped of his title a few weeks 
later after testing positive for 
steroids which a doctor had pre- 
scribed for an injury 

“AD of a sudden he has lost 
all his money” Botha said of 
Tyson. “He wants something 
again. That might make him 
more angry than be was in the 
past It might make him come 
out harder to get it back again. 

“I think Mike Tyson is the 
best heavyweight out there,” 
said the South African. “I want 
to fight the best If you beat the 
best, you are the best” 

He admitted that he can not 
get the intimidating vision of 
Tyson, coming at him from the 
first bell out of his mind. 


“Tyson’s rushing up trying to 
catch me,” Botha said. “I’ve got 
to do my thing . I have to make 
the right moves. This guy’s 
coming to take my head off in 
the first three rounds. He’ll try 
to get it in the first That round 
will be brutal but I know I am 
going to get through it If 1 do 
the fight is mine.” 

Henry Wharton insisted yes- 
terday that he wifi have no re- 
grets about retiring even 
though he had a triple title 
fight just three weeks away He 
was to have challenged Craw- 
ford Ashley for the European, 
Commonwealth and British 
light-heavyweight titles on 6 
February. 

Wharton’s retirement has 
surprised both Frank Maloney, 
his promoter; and his trainer 
Gary Atkin. Atkin said: “The 
strange thing is he’s never 
been in better shape.” 

But the 31-year-old from York 
is convinced that he has chosen 
the right moment to retire. Tm 
not prepared and I was never 
going to be prepared for the 


Ashley fight," he said yesterday. 
“1 don't feel I have the things 
that I once had in my career and 
I don’t want to fight again. I will 
have no regrets. How many 
boxers do you know who have 
retired after a win? Everybody 
carries on too long." 

Wharton's last fight was a 
non-title light-heavyweight bout 
with the Ukrainian Konstantin 
Okhrey in York in September. 
Wharton accepts that after that 
contest, which ended in a bruis- 
ing sixth-round victory, he 
should have immediately re- 
tired. “The doubts had been 
there for almost 12 months, 
but after the Okhrey fight as 
soon as I left the ring! knew it,” 
he said. 

During Wharton's 31-fight 
career he held the British, 
CcHnmonwealth and European 
super-middleweight titles, but 
lost his three career fights, all 
on points, in challenges for the 
world super-middleweight title. 
He was beaten fay Nigel Benn 
and Chris Eubank in 2994, and 
Robin Reid three years later 


Jordan ready to 
enjoy family life 


THE FAT lady sang yesterday, 
and the sport ofbasketbaU will 
never be the same again as 
Michael Jordan confirmed his 
retirement. 

“I played it to the best I could 
play it,” Jordan told a packed 
news conference at the United 
Center, the Chicago Bulls’ 
home court “I tried to be the 
best basketball player I could 
be. rve had a great time. Tm 
just going to enjoy fife and do 
things rve never done before. ” 

He appeared with a ban- 
dage on his right index finger 
and said he said he severed a 
tendon while trying to cut a 
cigar and would need surgery. 
Word of Jordan's retirement 
broke late on Monday night, but 
he had refused to comment 
until yesterday. After lea d ing 
the Bulls to their sixth cham- 
pionship in June, Jordan had 
said he would make an an- 
nouncement on his future only 


BASKETBALL 


once the National Basketball 
Association lock-out ended. 

“I thought about saying just 
two words, Tm gone 1 , but I 
thought I owed my fans a lot 
more than that,” he said, with 
his wife, Juanita, at his side. 
“My life will take a change." He 
added he looked forward to 
being a parent hnd would “live 
vicariously through my kids,” 
whether or not they played 
basketball. Jordan, asked if he 
would definitely never return, 
said; “I never say never:” But 
he added: Tm very secure in 
my decision." 

■ Manchester Giants have re- 
signed Kevin St Kitts in time to 
play in the Budweiser League 
top- of-tb e-table dash against 
Sheffield Sharks op Saturday. 
He replaces Danny Craven, 
who vrill miss the rest of the 
season because of injury. 


Engine swap has 
Pavey sweating 


THE MORE difficult the Dakar 
Rally becomes the more Simon 
Pavey eqjoys it Just two kilo- 
metres into the 340-mile llth 
stage to Nema, the engine ofhis 
British-made CCM motorbike 
gave a death rattle and seized. 

“I eventually got a lift back to 

the bivouac with some American 
missi onaries, found the spare 
wi gme after a struggle, then 
hired a pick-up to take me bade 
to the bike,” said Pavey who 
proved his worth in last year’s 
rally by finishing the leading 
non-factory supported ridec 

Whiting in baking heat in six 
inches of soft sand, it to(& him 
six hours to swap engines with 
the help ofalbareg boy named 
Jobe. The exhaust was held on 
hyaspare throttle cable, n Ravey 
said, “hut we got it going. My 
worry then was would the fuel 
truck stQl be there?" 

% a fluke, it was. After that, 
“it was just 186 miles of empty 


RALLYl NG 


by Mac mcDiakmid 
in Nema, Mauritania 


desert, at night, with the bike 
falling to bits underneath me." 

Psrvqy arrived at Nema at 
2:30am exhausted but curious- 
ly fulfilled. Ahead lay the noto- 
riously punishing 304-mile 12th 
stage to the beautifiil Saharan 
oasis of Tidrit. It would almost 
certain^ be heD and, just as cer- 
tainly, Rave* despite being well 
behind the leaders, was ex- 
pecting to love every minute. 

Hie Fren chman Richard 
Sainct (BMW) is the overall 
leader with a total time of 45hr 
4min 17sec The highest placed 
Briton is the KTM-riding John 
Deacon, who is two and a half 
hounsbehind Sainct to eighth po- 
sition. The raUy aids on Sunday 
in Saint-Louis. 

Results, Digest, page 27 
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Savill wants 


the BHB to 


run the Tote 


A FUNNY thing happened at 
yesterday’s Racing Forum, in 
that, by the standards of recent 
years, nothing happened. This 
must have been a relief to 
some of the sport’s PR profes- 
sionals. who have spent the 
days and weeks after previous 
forums trying to deal with the 
fallout from resignations, re- 
criminations and good old-fash- 
ioned infi ghting . But there was 
little good news for them to spin 
either, since even Peter Savill 
the BHB chairman, was able to 
offer no firm evidence that his 
Financial Plan for Racing is any 
closer to realisation. 

Yesterday's meeting of die 
industry's factions marked the 
Plan's first birthday, and while 
Savili still claims it to be the dri- 
ving force of BHB policy his 
speech to the Forum implied he 
thinks he may have come up 
with an even better idea. The 
Tote, he said, should not be pri- 
vatised, a prospect which has 
seemed more likely in recent 
months. Instead, it should be 
handed over to racing, in the 
shape of the BHB. irrespective 
of any financial considerations. 
Letters to this effect, be said, 
had been posted to Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor and Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary. 

Savin's argument was that “at 
a time when the Tote is making 


By Greg wood 


around £20m profit per year be- 
fore it’s contribution to racing, 
and when the BHB has made 
such a strong case for an addi- 
tional ann ual investment of 
£i05m, it would be insensitive of 
Government to contemplate an- 
nexing the Tbte and selling it to 
commercial interests.” Raring, 
he said, “has avery obvious pro- 
prietary right to the Tote.” 

It is a bold and interesting ar- 
gument The obvious problem. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Grate British 
(Wlncanton 4.15) 
NB: Saras Delight 
(Wlncanton 2.10) 


as it is with the Financial Plan, 
is whether the Government 
will forgo millions of pounds 
which could be spent on 
schools and hospitals, in order 
to help some of Britain's 
wealthiest individuals, many 
of whom do not pay tax. It 
must be odds-against 
Whatever the ultimate des- 
tiny of the Ibte - and privatisa- 
tion could onfybe bad for racing 
- SaviQ has other ideas too for 
raring’s finances. He called yes- 
terday for an end to the Levy sys- 
tem of funding from betting 


turnover in favour of a •'Signal 
System”, based on the sale of 
television coverage. The Levy he 
said “is a system winch, quite ua- 

hke any commercial transaction, 
allows the buyer; the betting in- 
dustry, to dictate tfaeprice to tibe 
seller; the racing industry.” 

The Financial Plan, mean- 
while, has not been forgotten. 
Savill's calculation 12 months 
ago was that racing needed an 
additional £105m each year, 
£25m of which would come 
from “self-help" measures, with 
the remaining £80m from an in- 
creased share of betting 
turnover As regards thelattei; 
of course, the b^gfog bowls are 

still upturned but empty, al- 
though Savill said yesterday 
that racing had generated 
£10-5m of its £25m target And 
that is without the scheme for 
sponsorship of jockeys’ breech- 
es which Savill, perversely and 
disgracefully, seems keen to 
scupper: 

Serious progress on any of 
Savill’s plans remains a distant 
prospect He recently met 
William Hague to discuss rac- 
ing's needs, which some might 
say is an example of the BHB 
chairman networking on the 
sport’s behalf in the corridors 
of power Then again, it could 
also be seen as the action of a 
truly desperate man. 


Scarlet Pimpernel wins the Walton Hurdle at Kempton to earn a 20-1 qnote for foe Triumph Hurdle with Coral 

Police make 15th arrest in race-fixing inquiry 


Julian Herbert/AHsport 


THE POLICE yesterday made 
their 15th arrest in the on- 
going inquiiy into race-fixing 
:.;.d doping. A man in his mid- 
"ds from Chesterfield was 
taken into custody. Of the other 
14 arrested so far. nine are on 
bail to return to Charing Cross 
police station on 10 March. 
They include the jump jockey’ 
Graham Bradley, the Flat jock- 
ey Ray Cochrane and the for- 
mer jump trainer Charlie 
Brooks, arrested last week. 

The latest arrest coincides 
with a somewhat bizarre plea 


BY IAN DAVIES 


from the British Horseracing 
Board to the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service that the investi- 
gation be brought to a speedy 
conclusion. Tristram Ricketts, 
the BHB's chief executive, said 
yesterday: “The Jockey Club is 
the regulator of British racing, 
but its powers are limited. 
Whenever the Jockey Club un- 
covers evidence of criminal ac- 
tivity. it has a duty to present 
such evidence to the police. 
Since then, responsibility has 


Iain with the police not the 
Jockey Club. 

“The BHB is aware the 
length of the investigation has 
been a concern, and last week’s 
arrests have fuelled anxiety 
about the impact on the image 
of racing. In the Board’s view, 
such investigations should be 
independent and thorough, en- 
suring everything possible is 
done to safeguard British rac- 
ing as a sport with integrity. 

“However, while recognis- 
ing such cases are complex 
and can be time-consuming, 


the Board shares the view it is 
in the interests of raring the in- 
vestigation be brought to a con- 
clusion as speedily as possible.” 

Princeful winner of the Stay- 
ers’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham 
Festival last March, has had his 
chasing debut put on hold. 
Jenny Pitman, his trainer; has 
not declared Princeful for his 
original target today’s Tow- 
ton Novice Chase at Wetherby. 
Princeful entered for the Gold 
Cup, also holds an engagement 
in a novice chase at Ascot on 
Saturday. 


Michael O'Brien yesterday 
issued a tip for his Knife Edge 
in the Triumph Hurdle. The 
Irish trainer hopes the four- 
year-old, 20-1 with William Hill, 
can emulate Shawiya, who won 
the Trium oh for him in 1993 .He 
said: “Knife Edge is the best 
rve had since. He ran a good 
race when winning the Juvenile 
Hurdle at Leopards town over 
Christmas and J intend to run 
him at Punches town later this 
month before Cheltenham. 
He's a tough horse who will like 
the fi»ial Himh at the Festival" 


The top-weight. Henrietta 
Knight's Edredon Bleu, has 
been virtually ruled out of Sat- 
urday's Victor Chandler Hand- 
icap Chase at Ascot because of 
testing ground. Noel Meade* s 
Hill Society remains doubtful 
but a gamble on Monnaie Forte 
has gathered pace. The James 
Adam-trained gelding is now 4-1 
with Ladbrokes, having been 
9-1 on Tuesday. 

L a db ra l re*. n-< Get Rest 4-1 Warrae Forte, 
9-2 Mandys Marfra. 6-1 C 8-1 Cun- 
bran Challenge, t-1 CaJ 12-1 Fly- 

ing Instructor. Or Rpyal *A1 V«*rtan 
Castle. 20-* Lord 3c*. 6-1 waft a rjn Hu 
Society. 6-1 wsh a ron Staid Btei 


■ Jamie Spences the teenag- 
er who won last year's Irish 
1,000 Guineas on Tarascon. 
rode ins first hurdles winner at 
Kempton yesterday on Magic 
Combination in the Royal Mail 
Conditional Jockeys Novice 
Handicap Hurdle. 

■ Wetherby today is subject to 
a 7.30am inspection after yes- 
terday’s foiled to determine 
whether the frost would come 
out of the ground in time. Mus- 
selburgh also inspect today at 
3.30pm, but tomorrow’s card 
should get the go-ahead. 
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ULLO LUMB CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP CHASE (D) 
£6,000 added 3m If 110yds Penalty Vialue £4,182 


HYPERION 

1.40 Boro Sovereign 3.10 Mulligan 

2.10 Saras Delight 3.45 Meiiing 

2.40 Mysterious Ecology 4.15 Grate British 


GOING: Soft (Good to Salt *1 places) 

9 R'ghi-rianO, galloping coma Buj-w of 200yds. 

■ Course is NE of town on B308V Temptecombe station (service from London, Vteter- 
lool 4m ADMISSION: Members EM (Junior Members. 17 to 22 years, CB); Tattersate 
CtO: Course (and care to course) E5. (Under- 16s free into all erdosues). CAR PARK: 
Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

3 LEADING TRAINERS M Pipe 3M91 (345%). P Mchoils 38-132 (265%). R Abler 17-125 
1136V P Hobbs 13-109 (tia%), R Hodges 13-122 (10.7%). Mrs J Pitman 12-85 (185%). 
B LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 23- KM (22.1%) A P McCoy 22-113 (TQ5%). T J 
Murphy 12-54 (222%l J Osborne 12-57 (211%). A Thornton 12-60 (30%) 

3 FAVOURITES: 153-42S (374%). 

BUN KERED HRST TIME: Csptaki Morris (24®. New Ybrfcer (240). Sfanpfe ArttermAIc 


2/P-F5 CLASS OF NMEIYTWO £3) (D)(BF)(n» Earl CtetoganJH Daly 1} ti A P McCoy 

4Q2P- MALWOQO CASTLE £74) (C) (Ms U Wafoenghl) R Afoer 9 11 7 RWUg*(5) 

4082F FLPPANCE (30) (D) (Simon ttjrrap Parrerrtp) NGasefeeSTl 1 R Dunwoody B 

-03U1P KSJIMGTDN (12) (C) (D) (H T R#an) J GAM O O II PWte 

1P313 BSHKBI (13) (C) (P J D PcttngBO M Bratkto* 7 7) 5 GBradtay 

F3-3B1 SARAS DELIGHT (30) (D) (Ms OJadsonjDKrtotaon 7 01 A Maguire 


6433U KOOS PROMISE (18) (C) [G A Warren Lfotexfi C Ftartam 8 DO. 

- 7 derived - 

UrsmmwaigttlfM Tmo hanScap •apfrr Kao's Pnmse £W4& 


.JIFanaot 


BETTING: 5-2 Class 0! Ntaetyhro, 3-1 Saras DeSght, 92 Britan, 8-1 llatwood Carta, 7-1 FBp- 

panca, 8-1 Wkttegton. a>-i Koo'a Promise 

«98. Man Arrow 10 11 8 C Maude «-1 (M Ppe) V ran 


1 (i-5*. Jakes Justice (345). 


14 A (\\ SPETTISBURY ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
1 1 1 (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,514 


VI BORO SOVEREIGN (19) (D) (Lym Wtoon) N Hendersoi BUS MARbgwrid 

00 BROWNINGS BOV (42) IBJ tayfar) J Qttud 7 11 5 LAspel 

M CACCWI 114) (G Wanerman) C Popharo 50 5 OMcPfra*(5) 

4 HARDLY (68) (The Eol CadOgan) Mre H Knt^it 6 tl 5 JCufcfy 


HAVEYOUVEARD (fo loudi Partnjrshp) Q McCort 5 It 5 D Rail (3) 

40-5 JACKSON'S HOLE (16) (Ftoadi Foods Lowed) P NchcAsQ 11 5 JTfertd 

POP OLABUD (33) (Bi ttayfcr) J Giflnd 7 11 5 0 Bumna (5) 

02' OTAGO HBBnS (621) (H« Alen Cross Rarterfopl Mrs J PUrron 711 5.... .B Pore* 

CO- RUNNING WATBI p02) (D) (Howrd Spoone) P HedgerB* H5- HlUoifr 

6M LTTTIE BUD (45) (Ms John Grtsl) frfes A M Nsvun-SrnDi 5 n 0_.. JRKavaragfi 

■05*00 PROPBI PHWIWE (82) (The Codad P wti rertp) C ttewafc n 0 ilThartDn 

04X1 RKHMOND LADY (19) (Dere* Thonpson (Basn^rte)l P Hobbs 6 It 0 ...R WHgar (S) 

35-050 SOOPTUHA (33) (Edte Gkynej R Qxtts 6 11 0 J Leech 

14 43t3 CROKER (26) (D) (BF) (Mfcxi h IM Rstnerchp) □ Nctrdaan 4 1) dOurtlM 

-I4dedared- 

BETT1NG: il-io Boro Sovereign, 7-2 Homing Water, 6-1 Harty. 7-1 Otago Heights, 12-1 
son's Hole, 20-1 others 

1998 Neal Fea 7 n 5 P Holey 51 (DBswrrti) 17 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Bora Sovereign: msb bunper wrner before successfJ Bnbgti debut bi sfortr race at 

Huntrtgdon Powerful sort who loota sei to make ho mark over timber 

Brown Inga Boy. Hint at promise on Hunbngdor debut but taled off behnd Vbrksfsre E«. 

non over thrs C/D Iasi month and probably best watched here 

Cocctni: Lithe evident abtry m two bumpers. Hurdles debut 

Hardly: Good Thyne getting. 25-1 but shaped nicety when 4th of 'D to Morra&ior on Ms 

aebul m a strong San down bumper in Nov. Sue w have been weB schooled 

Haveyouheard: ThethrrgaboutitB getting out of an umced mare. Racecourae debut 

Jockaon'a Hole: Confirmed bumper promse when dstant 5th of t 3 to Yakfo Moppie on 

Taunton hurtfes debut (2mlf g/s), weakening 1mm 3 out Wii need major Improvement 

CHabutfc No evtdem sign of abGty n three weakly-contested novices nurses 

Otago Heights: Gold And ivory gekSng, placed in imoxater bunper two seasons ago 

Market the best guide an hwles debui 

Running Water Commanche Run gekkng who tokjwod Huntingdon NH Flat m with a 
good I5ih ot 26 n the Champon Bumper at Ctietertam. Bull for jurpng and from a 
yard m excaflert fettle at present One lo note w the battfog 
UtHe Bud: Hni of abdty In three bumpers. Hunfles debut 

Proper Primitive: Looks only pitting class. 4th m a weak nonce at VWsreester before 22 
lengths 7lh of 15 to Double Tempo a Windsor pm4f now aood). Plenty to tfrid 
Richmond Lady: Lrttie ewdenl sign of abfty n burpere and 14-1 chance whan unoeatng 
her rider a the 1st on hurtles debut here last month 

Sooprima. Showed a atte abity or> her Taunton debut but taied to progress when 28 
lengths 7th ot S3 to SAander A Azam at Doncaster (2m nov, good) 

Croken Form fick on he win ovw subeequent winner Legend Of Love at Uttnwter <2n; 
soft) and B lengths 3rd to ertre-9man Behrajan and Mss Fara at Vtorvrfd t (2m. sohj 
Conserem but no warfd-boeter and probably vulnerable to smart newcomer Doubtful 
VERDICT: Some vary naesbng (umprtg nesveomere here fo Hardly, dual buiperiMv 
ner BORO SOVEREK3N. from the tme-scortig PWry Henderson yard, and Rurmfcig Wafor, 
ivho put up an etceHert show r the lighfy-conpetitlw Cheltenham Bunper taut March 
He comos from a yard whose rnmcea have bean going wei. The Handetson factor jim 
swings the vote m fawur of Boro Severe syt 


FORM GUIDE 

Ctass or NhwtytwQ: Wimar trom lib higher atWarwIck 2S months aga U^nty raced 
since and looked in need of race when. 3-1 co-lav, weakened 15th taled off 50i of 7 to 
Noisy Mnw A Ludow (3m heap, good) last month DiHictdt to assess, but acts on soft 
Malwood Castle: Generafy consistent after Enater seasonal debut wki last term. Goes 
wel In mud and carmti be dscounted after latest wte from tits mark at Fontwel last Jan 
Flippance: Out of luck in 10 starts since rates days In *97. Fair 2nd to Fo*y Road in first- 
tme bfokers at Warwick in Nok taut M when foindSy plased at FoOcestone latesL Capa- 
tale ol bold rtow off tKs mark, but enaUc jKmsteg always a worry 
KDthbtgton: Wei backed whan btg Jurassic Classk; at PLmpton (3m U soft) last month 
bui puAed up In Righteakttrecfti race ai Newbury since and high enough fo wmghts now 
Elshken: Y»t to bidU on promfcing chasmg debut 2nd to Executive King at Kenpton (3m). 
Ir^ured next start and outclassed whan dstem3id to Mafadouai Cheltenham (2m5l) lat- 
est Acte on soft and open to krprovement 

Sam Deflgltt: Confirmed Leicester chase debut promise when btg St Melon Drive 2 
lengths at Hereford (3mtt maiden, g/s). Progressive and on a handy mark 
Koo'» Promise: RaguSarty placed n poor company since last win 23 months ago over 
2m5f hare Uttte obvious chance from Ob out ot han d fcap 
VERDICR The Jury s rti out on Class Of Nlnetytwo, who promteod to become a use- 
tu performer three seasons aga He is sure to come on torLudtovt tut it remains to be 
seen whether the old spate a there A better bet raid be SARAS DELIGHT, who put 
up a game cSsptay to beat SI Melon Drive at Hereford (pair dead and has prabedy got 
in t(fiby, With Ns stable In form, he Is preferred to the novice Bshken. who looks the 
only other Soefy improver in the Cne-up. 


Anotherone To Note: Plating dass on the Fla: and ye! to make the pisngs it 2) cu:- 
ings over jiftps. Tailed off n novice chase latest 

Sotdtar Cove: Runner-up in Hereford seter 13 months age. br wed bearer, ir. sirfar event 
on same course last month end down the field n Flat seBer £ days aga Hard a terry 
New YOrtcer. Fair 4* r Southwel im Fla daimer 13 days age tut weii bearer: bdh tsrr- 
dles starts 

Come On Mamma: Pulled up lame n Ludow bunper B months ago only pt&c out- 
ings. Market probably best gudB on hurdes debut 

Golden Uly: Landed a Utto*eter2m<f seSer r Nov tor Karl Bute but has run poorty m 
two Bubsequont outings tor new connections, finishing 29 lengths Rh of 7 to IncSnation 
at Fokestone (2m i! heap heavy) on latest start Chance at best but others p r eferred 
Misty Rain: teproved form when tried r blinkers at Stratford 12m sell heap heavy) lat- 
est. finishing S lengths 4th of 15 to Barton Scamp. Chance art lew mark 
Sea Fig: Rating-dess 51-101 maiden on Flat Difficult to fancy on hudles debut 
Mysterious Ecology: Usetu mkMe-dstance maiden on Flat for Barry has. with second 
In Yarmouth im3f dakner n September. One to note an first run for Pipe yard 
River Rentier: Landed a week Doncaster 2m seller last month from ffog^e Buck but 
weB beaten betend The Robe at Lrngflekl last week aid more to do now 
Red Risk: Pla&ng dass on Flat and puled ip both hwdes starts 
Top Matte: Uttte agn of abity in two hudas outngs 

VERDICT. WjthitUe decent form to go one, this looks open to the Martin Pipe hurtles 
namxmer MYSTERIOUS ECOLOGY, who has the merit of reasonable Bat form, acts 
on an easy surfaoe and b iuc to have been wed schooled. Ffitte of the remainder cotid 
be Treasure D ome , who gave the Impression he would benefit from the outing at Pimp- 
ton. and Normanby Road, also antttted to progress. 


3.10 


JOHN Bua CHASE (CLASS B) £15,000 added 2m Sf 
Penalty Value £10,163 


2.40 


BLACKMORE VALE NOVICE CLAIMING HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2^00 added 2m Penalty Value £2,050 

■Of GETT0UGH(F13B) (MdadMmdew) EWhertr6120 CWrtb 


430062 TREASURE DOME («g pate Crate leare Ufl C Vteedon 5 B0 — .MrNFMy (7) 

4455Q NORMANBY ROAD ?(Z) (2Q (N H CXrer) G AfcCout 8 11 12 HO#W(S) 

-Cff3 RUSK (T2) (D) (BF)(J J Alan) J Alan 6 11 O XAbpuniR 

PR*6P- CBJ1C CARROT (260 (TGPncti)RJ Price 7 11 8 IfcSStrongi (7) 

IHfW CAPTAIN MORHB (159 pWagram) PYtegnann7l1 7 — DMdhraB 

004-RD SEEPROSPBtnY(S3)(MssSY«erman)lfeS'teternan7t16..J4rDO , teBStaf7) 


P Gundy (7) 
O JBurchel 


K4-PB ANCmSMNETO NOTE ^(HJ Manner^ HManreraBTI 4 

B5280 SOLDIBJ COVE (USA) (1®) [MrafUh Butte® D Bucfrt 8 11 * 

00 NEW YORKER (USA) (F12) (NckStUb) MssKMsta4 n 2 GuyUrt>(3)B 

P- COME ON MAMMA (448) (JAsHfery Putt) PEcdas TUI .U Scales (1) 

3821U6 GOU3ENUUrpt9(MrHMFairtWTi) RHodgasetl 1 — R Thornton 


03564 MISTY RAM (15) (Last Chance Ffed^JJSpaflrtg 5 « 13 
SEA RG (F28) (MaJcdm &ticatQ S Krigft 4 1) tl 


A Maguire B 

D SeBer 


1 W30P MUJJGAN (19) m (Lady Hams) 0 Nchobon sue A Maguire 

2 n-tlP TMlAHMD0(FR) p6) (BF) (D A Jorinson) M Rpe 6 11 O A P McCoy 

3 31 -Ct WAYWARD KMG H8) (Ct5) (FcteprV^ Racial R Hoc^W 7 11 .TDasmrte 

4 1-PP43 Tiff LAiffl A£2NT (19) (D) p I B*9) J lAins 8 tl 6 -..MARtzgartd 

5 5P6441 INDIAN RUN (13) (Q) (P SbcM 8 Hodges U n 2 P Holey 

BETTING: 11-10 Tfenwfevfn, 31 Krilgan, 7-2 Wayward King, 6-1 The Land Aged. 33 indan Ron 
■SBe Calaoe Bay B 11 6 J A McCarthy 7-2 (O Shwwood) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Muffigar: Former top novice stfl to sparkle but generaty tnghly mod (teles start r King 
George at Kempton). Reverted to turtles and won at Newbury last February over today's 
tnp. Hart to beat #1 tins grade 

Ttenarindo-. Scooted home in amateus' race at Chefrenham and just lasted home In de- 
cent handfcap on same course from Macgeorge after setting a sfrong pace. Never trav- 
eflng weD with big we&tt in Ascot race won by Torduff Express Last time Today's shorter 
trip with his fo rcing tacafcs affords han every chance 

Wayward King: Dud winner over course and cSstanca the blast from Stormy Passage 
and The Land Agent (same terms today) Ikes soft grand (beaten by Phfcps Woody on 
good at Doncaster) and fvonaeha 

The Land Agent Ascot and Sanoown winner taa April but below par this term Has 11 
ten gifts to find with Wayward Kfog on same terms on latest course and dstance rtprtng 
Indian Run: Beaten ki a seler three outngs ago and a Ptenpton winner from Hegemuff 
In heavy growid last tima Outclassed 

VERDICT: Tfcmarindo can be excused the Ascot defeat under a teg weight and his 
tudle wins were gained over this type at bfo poor to the chase staying wins at Chel- 
tenham. Wayward Ktog s on the up and deserves a tft agafoslthis sort of dass, but the 
race st* looks within the range of MULLIGAN, who prefers a trip snort of three mm and 
was very highly tried at Hanipto n on Badng Day 


FORM GUIDE 

Simple Arttimielic: FtrmertyuseU buiper and Judes winner and oecStabte 3rd to Broth- 
er Of Ins » Huntingdon on reappearanca Unseated rider at Hayiiock last tine 
Native Player: Dual tvmner m Ireland and a game scorer with a big weight In h’cap hur- 
de at Ascot last season. Pushed along throughout when 4th to Nipper Fteed at Newtxxy 
last time and obwots chance r th« grade tt he gets the longer trip 
MfDeraford: Easy wwier at Windsor n November but a tater there next tfrna Extreme 
trip (3m2f) may have been too tar last tone when 2nd to Knk?itk Crest at Wtarwlcfc 
Pleasureiand: Staying hwdter and a dual winner on faster grand than this. Has changed 
stables and faced stiff task on chasing debut whan last -of -5 tartars behind Potentate 
Bozo: Placed r weak races over fences and taied off when a no-hopar aganst Poten- 
tate at Chepstow last time 

Miss PennyhBt Irish tudes winner and a winner on chasng debut at Hereford (beat 
Hete Me Man). Tbok heavy fati at tha 3rd a Ltegfieid nert fima Capable of improvemerrt 
Mr Jervfcc Med I® on raappearaice a Huntingdon but jumped well a Ft*sstone nott 
time when 2nd to Cool Spot ova the rnMnun Fne chance over this tonga tip 
The Cockertoo: Usualy janps wa8 but a laler rtwn in tourt here lea tine In the race 
vnn by KmnflhaSa. Prewjuaty 2nd to Derr y more Mist has and aho utdrrt be troubled by 
extort shorter tip: Laadng chance with Tony McCoy booked 
MeBmg: Vlfinner cf e weak painHo-point and modest tonrurtil unseating when v> touch 
a the nth n HokJmckwels race a Exeter. Chris Maude takes over from usual daimer 
Nice Approach: Hart to fancy on form and was wel adrift when unseating here in tta 
race won by Derrymore fcfet from The Cocfcartoo 

Dimnictu View: Without a win from 25 starts end poor 3rd to RoteaB a Taunton latest 
Red River: PuOed 143 on both hurda starts last term and laded aft a Chepstow on reap- 
pearance itost ground a start by veering r&ii) 

Jakes Justica: Putted up aS starts this season. Had some hudes farm with Jodi Qf- 
tort end now tried in bMcars 

Reflconb Moderate form over fences and tost Start for almost a year 

VERDICT: Rfchard Rowe retuned to form with a double on Monday and Native Play- 
er has a chance in tola grade after taking on rapper Reed at Newtxjy. Mr Jervis is an- 
other wtto a device over a longer trip and Tony McCoy's booking for The Cockenoo 
toofcs sgrifican But (Ns looks wak enough to select the normaly daimer ndden MELLMG 


A Tel JAMBOREE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS H’CAP HURDLE 
1 ..] (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2^374 

R6390 MiSSOM)EE{Ffl) (3t)(CD) (CM, BJ8 RFBrtahsn) M F^ m 5 ti 11 GSrode 

12532- ALKAMTBMNTIONAL(283} (D) (FWkwr&ley} Ms P 7 n a.. L&j^wn 

56-366 ADVANCE EAST pi^Pfl (A JhkrtotogsJC P^am 7 HD___ .^OMrffS 


Hjfmu hui i«unuDB^5/urrpnam Mi 0 OMdNri 

owe BRUSHYHTHTIME{3^ (CD) (WAarnPefo) MsSVMarrsTlOG^.. ..T._ JT^md 

SftSO GUMMG RATH (15) 01) (P Stade) H Hodges BOO TDawxrte 

4314 JANGDWyVE (132) (PHFJSahBtery; Us M Jbnes 5 H9 RMdrar 

5tW32 KHASLOONUC (FR) (IS) (1*^ DebcrBri Paw) J Muins^ eg ~i ST5g 

71 mi 1 1 1 u»i 1 it. Tm .. .. 


— 1 — 1 1 — * -wai 1 uuai jwwre.? UV—.— -.-.mIUQHUmi 

16-46 GfWIEBRmSH(27)(P)(JJAten)JAfen7 05 

■403H DOCTOR BRAVtOUS (13) (CMaStennll JRftsArnR no ,’1^ 

OBOE- raJHTTNG TB4ES (Fag (Ndiautts) IteKMarteT 02_.J^ZT GwlS 

2P406 H-GflANDO (Z7) (M D KC*mngorvBra«ri9 132 

- 11 declared - 


MY5IBH0US ECOLOGY (F10^ (A J Lomas) M Rpe 4 09 A P McCoy 

SBBfi RIYEK FRWTBl (H) (D) [GASurmw^ MUtosr4t>E D Byrne 

PP RH) RfSX (13) (J F Jcnes) S KngN 4 tl S .VSW»y 


OP TOP UAlTE{Fl2)nre Top Mate Panr*rtfo)GCri»1e90cres4O6_.LCun»r(M 
-IBdedervd- 

8ETT1NG: 2-f liystortoovBeofoBy. « 1ti»ore awe, 6-1 Ookfeo Uyi Normwtoy Road. 7-1 Rat. 
6-1 Kbty (ten. :0-i FSver Frortm 12-1 SoUar Com. 18-1 ofoere 
698 Arnsricanval « 11 3 C Wrtb (9 33-1 (S Mela) 17 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Getlbugtr Flat ptetao No promoa when KRh ofl2 to Disalowed on sob tode dart. 
Chofoartem (Brnlf nov. good) 2 years ago 

Treasure Dome: Beltewstown maiden wtoner to Jdy. Back to form when bin 2 lengths 
by Umri The Damage at Ptefipton (&nlf non g/s), IxxSng Rtta from toe last Urtkely to 
be lar away with smart 7b amsteu- aboard 

Nonnanby Road: Vflnoer twice over hurdas n New Zaetand. YW to luffil prorrtse d 5th 
to Bunn* at Leicester tat monte, but could be on alter mark and cannot be nted out 
Rusk: Huntingdon safer winner for Tim Eesttrby last month tut has not reprortced tha 
form r> 3 outings for new yard 

Celtic Carrot: Poor point -to-pdntat Hard to fancy on eawotrt debut 

Certain Manta: BMrered firs tkne after Uhg to tart lost three starts over ftpices and 

tMrtos. Probably best watched 

Sea Prosperity; Placed ones to 11 starts and 50-1 chance when I2tha(l4 to Kftig Time 
r a Tairtan 2m If seter latest Little appeal 


3.45 


CORSCOMBE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£5,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £3,778 


J36-3U SanEAf9INMEnC(47)(RteSigCU>IC8)KBa(ey tl CO 

2 * 3» NATIVEPLAyBi(t2)(NchabEC0epsri Rtavs7S0.. 

M1F2 MJU3BFK® (26) (D) (1*5 Deres Fleeha) N Gasriee 8 tl 2 


-GBraAvyB 

Rftnwertr 

CUeeoOyn 


33005 PLEASURELAtB (17) (Mn C R HsyW) C Ffopnam ElOtt OMcPtaSp) 

0P33P BOZO(17) (BJMRyal) BRydStlt) JTtart 

5-38F MBS P0WMLL (B) (A Sadi) A SflrSi 6 U G fibylnrit (3) 

eSP/n MRJBWB{30)^Fta9enstid5V<«ow8 Sen) J Grind « 08 PHkfe 

&G2F THE COCKHTTIDO (<3 (BF) (G LPorB) R Alwfl 05 A P McCoy 

feSSXi WSJJNG (T3) (Mae R Oobscn) R Badges B 105 _.CHufe 


PCXaa MCE APPROACH (52) (Bob Ffoana) R Hodges 6 00 -TDocoroba 

P-F4F3 EXJW«CKSVIEW(16) (FGTU3ox)FTucfertt«0 SBurrough 

fiffM RH)HIYBI(5I8 (H*3JsmyMM»ane)COwe6BO RTIwntan 


JAKES JUSTICE £)(0 and MErtflBlMsLRcftadsB VO JAMcCaribyB 

RJ432- R&XOtD (333) (HJiifennars) HMamsfi V0 OBwrmrsfS) 

> 1 « teetered - 


Afemornaaptlfel Bub fBreticrte tey fcMepAppHacftfla 7ft Dwrtcte Hear SC 6ft, Bed Rter 
OP Jte JWas JteticsL fWted 9e 2«x 

BETT1N& 7-2 Hr JsnrtB, The Coctatoo, W Hha PareqMi « UMhre Pfayn; 134 Sbnftie Alto- 
nfflfa.7-1 UOtrtfert, 16-1 Bozo, 231 Mafing. Dm*ks View. 25-1 ottm 
S98- Capenaray 9 11 2 A P McCoy 7-2 bv (J King) E ran 


BETTING: KreUooc*. 5-1 Brush With Ttina, 6-1 Qkmlng Patti. 7-1 Mbs Ontee. Crate Brew, 

1« Aka tntemrtanL 8-1 Ja ngtynyw, ,o-l MreafoftiiiQ QreSte HMdta? 
B98:'M* 0 r.An^6O7GSaS*8-1 (H Bfchop) 17 ran « anere 

FORM GUIDE 

Mteo Omree: Summer jumpng mare wtw returned from a rest lo fresh iast-of-7 to 

SJ»JM2SWfi^^*SSSM2SSS 

chance after fecog sterner Mom rSofme ? wrth 

Glowing Path; h» iron rtro 

worse) A Strafort on last ground. Agafoon' fastgroi^fojIfcS^^ 
an Scene at Nawton Abba in Jdy andun^i ^ 

Wrth Time oi this 

Grate won 

stow afterwards. Stiff tart last 

do 6th) and has a chance with a lop conrStional ^ 31 Un0ftaW I s Q,av 

DffCtof Brevioiw Fbmd Ktie fogamd 

Rghting Tbnw: Beat Ftahweb First w Taimton 31 PUrpton 

Fumy Genie fe «-mrvier Fbhesms hanS ^uary^ and creditable 2nd to 

O Grando: MoWy F«a« I" October 

ancawfwnKhofetoTcKerhrsGifimitejfea 8 ^^ frsoMaMtyon rtappear- 

S f f§S A 'K r w5^35 I v525 OMIE BRfTtSH 

witotheiPsiT^iixterfortcontflticrBand dfpeals with^ompMereifa^^A?^!! 
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WINCANTON 


WETHERBY 


UNGFIRD 


971 981 


972 


973 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


torom T15. te fan*- >na>4n 


RESULTS 


KEMPTON 

Gong: 3oh (Heavy peatiiss) 


1.15: fZm sf novice hareficap hurdei 
1. MAGIC COMBINATION 


i-50: (2m nonce huriSe) 

1. SCARLET P«PERNB_CUowe#yn 3-1 

2. NuveCtno R Dunwoody 9-2 

3. Masamadu M A Ffagerted 7-2 


JPSpsncer 11-2 

_..-R Widger 7-2 f&v 

3. Another Chancer___E Husband 14-1 


2. Norton (He 


Aleo ran: 32 flurrteie. 5-1 Trymypfy. 6-1 
Jafo (4th). Hash Fteftecfian. TTfaa 
P»>. 25-1 Urtanassb Shadfrwar (50i). 33-1 
Certain Surprlsa. The Croppy Boy 
12 ran. is drt. 1 G 4 , * (Wfonarbaygrt*- 
fog by Scenic om of aaga, trained by BCir- 
toy « Newmarket for Ms B J Cutey) Tote: 
£7«h EAOa EtTtt CTO DF: CS40 CSF- 
C22.75 Tncost E2355S Ml: Charfe Bartrer! 


Also ran: n -4 fev Wave Fiort (4th), 6-1 LaS- 
fah (6th). 25-1 Pagasorac (ah). 33-i Sabre 
artt 40-1 Satwa Boufovdrt. 50- » Daneng 
Danish, u K Ma^t 

10 ran. 5. 12. 2. 6, 3Q (Wraier bay gakfiig 
by MgW ShA ort of Wvkfog Mbdef. trained 
by N iwtston -Dairies s Chefrenham tar 
Richard Hambo). Ibte: £400; £200. £29Q 
£iaa EOflO CSF: DS37. Mt aver Bbbl 


Also rerx 5-2 few Robins Pnde («h). 9-2 Ste- 
raBoy. 

Sren-SkR «. (WfenerebesteijfgeWngOy 
Afterdate out of BAcmig, trtenefl by D Gis- 
sel a Robertrtridge for Mrs R M Hepburn), 
■fete: CA20: Ci3Q E24G DF: £B5D CSF: W54 
Mt Native Cham 


25R pm TOyds hancSup tante) 

1, ATAVISTIC R Widger 12-1 

4. Smite “too iB-TGameyiM 

3.WonteBStefottui WMaston 14-1 


2J0: (Zm handcap chaae) 

1. BUCKLAND lad — j Fenton 11-4 

2. More to ck H Dunwoody 7-2 

3. Quango — - — -MrN Fetdy 11-2 


4, Aredc Ch*rXcr R EXmwwxfy 7-2 f«v 

Aho Itec 5-1 Be My Mot 0th). ?-1 Sophie May 
(61)4,9-1 MMrtSte. tM Natre Fteki e-1 Su- 
lawesi w-1 Another Royal Arctic. 18-1 
Etoywm &-1 Bombs m Lad H H«l^ Tm 
33-1 Seize The Dey 66-1 Smuggled PtM. 


17 ran. 3V;. 7. 12. t rt-hd, (Winner bay ge» 
fog by Archtecf ouf cf SaceSf. trained by P 
Hobbs at Mneheed tor Us Ji Emary; frti A 
SH^te. Mr E Monls) Wc 0*00: C3M, ESDft 
E2£Q C170L DF: E2BA0. CSF: £17720 lifoasti 
E2SV4tl fote 7nfeda SB22UJ0 (pan won: pod 
rf £7577.29 anted foniwd to Wheanion 
today). KR Lensdowne. 

125: 0m harafcap chase) 

1. KING LUCIFER AMa**e 136 fov 

2. Executive Ktog — - A P McCoy 7-4 

3. Bank Avenue — -T J Iterphy 4-1 


4L00: (an novice lutfB) 

1. DAVOSN R Dunwoody 11-4 


2 ,itegfcarete. 
3. L— hte 


I A Rzgetted 5-4 bv 
_OGteogherM 


AMo ran: 13-2 Ramafoti 
4 ran. 1 *L (V»vw bay gefding by Kingt: 
flfefe out* Gahore, trained by D Mehofoon a 
Tangle ankig tar Ms A J Dawes). TMk £260. 
DF: Cl 60 CSF: £A50 


Afoo ran: 12 1 My Uw Too. 20-1 Legendary 
Lovv(4te).MsecnducL Other aubtBB4.Mp- 
stream Stef. 25-1 Carton, fe£i Game (5th), 
Mabaum 33-1 More Fin Orphan 0»y, 50-1 
GaUen Fawn, Nontirtax, 

15 ran. tei 4 ■/;. a n (Wmar bay geWig by 
tfn&J au Of Pamela Peach, irrined by Mss 
Wnelta WBams at Hwetart kr Rabert OgdwD 
IblK E350: C130 £L4a CiSO DF: E3SO CSF: 
£807. Ml: Femti Governor. Ybaig Masted 
jBcfcpot Nrt won: E4ffl350 earned forward 
te Wtaeanton today. 

Ptecapot CW66Q Ouadpob Ci7ga 
Place & (3654 Place 5: £2303 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

Gang: Standard 
1.00: 1. MONCHAN 1A (Dane ONei) 4-i ■ a 
Dobeiman 9-2; 3. Two On The Bris™ c., 
8 ran. 5-2 tav Rattey Spinney (Kh).^ 3 -..‘ 
(J ajwrtg Aicesre) ibte ESOTjeue Ci4a 
E2.10. DF: £960. CSF: E21Q4, ^ 

1 JO: 1 .TINXBI-S SUfa>R»se (J 
6-1 : 2. Sotonian 7-2 tav; 3. Maftramfe 8^ 

JI ^ J" DonM sief) Tote-. 

E6B0: £210. ElSOi friTD DF EW4Q rsp- 
£2256. Tifoasc C 15384 

2Jte 1. POLAR MlOT (Daanfcfctfeown) g-. 
2. k* Age 94. 3. Sue Me h - n tav a 

5 V. (Mrs N Macaiev, Mellon Mowbro^ 
Ibfe: C33Q DF C2m CSF CfkOJ ^ 


SSSSassss 

1^1- WSDEHasOWES (Dean* 

®sasE!Ssaa£? 

aSBaSSpa 




■i 
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Cricket: England’s World Cup hopes rest heavily on cavalier opener whose brief is simply to hit the cover off the ball 


Knight takes 
one-day life 
on the run 


f 


ONE OF the most th rilling and 
outrageous sights in English 
cricket is that of Nick Knight 
r unnin g up the p»fr*h and hi tting 

fast bowlers straight back over 
their heads. It is a shot which 
defies all known conventions 
and contradicts the misguided 
impression of some Australian 
pundits that England have 
given the game nothing since 
inventing it. 

While it is no more than an 
extension to the Sri Lankans' 
introduction of pinch -hitting to 
the one-day game, it embodies 
England’s revitalised approach. 
lt is currently being exhibited 
to joyous if mixed effect in 
Australia, where Knight is 
opening the batting in the one- 
day series. It serves at least 
two purposes apart from its po- 
tential of adding big runs at the 
beg inning of the innings: it 
shows England's willingness 
to improvise in attack and it 
gets right up the opposition’s 
pipe. 

“Actually I find it easier to 
hit the ball when I’m on the 
run," says Knight “It’s not ex- 
actly a fine judgement, I do it 
to unsettle the bowlen to make 
him think more because he 
doesn't know when Fll be com- 
ing and then try to hit as 
straight as I can while cover- 
ing my stumps. 

“1 started it when the 15- 
over fielding rule came in two 

three years ago. Only two 
men are outside the drde, so 
there are gaps, and it’s anoth- 
er attacking stroke. The bowler 
won’t know what’s coming 
next" 

The shot which perhaps 
should be railed the Knight 
Flight given its protagonist’s 
rapid departure from the 
crease and the likely trajecto- 
ry of the ball is but a part, al- 
beit a significant one, of 
Knight's scintillating dodges. 

He also has an exciting 
sweep slog which is aimed at 
cow corner and should warm 
the soul of village cricketers 
everywhere, and he is lightning 
between the wickets. Those at- 
tributes, not to mention his 
supreme fielding in any posi- 


By Stephen brenkley 
in Melbourne 

tion, have made him indis- 
pensable to England's one-day 
team, the platform of the in- 
nings. 

This very week his coach, 
David Lloyd, was asked what 
Knight meant to the side and 
likened his absence to that of 
Steve Waugh from Australia 
or Aravinda De Silva from Sri 
Lanka. It weakens you, but 
also lifts your opponents. 
Knight is not indispensable, 
but he is integral to England’s 
intention of plundering runs in 
the early part of their inning s. 

His recent record is aston- 
ishing for the regularity with 
which he does exactly the job 
he is paid for. Only twice in the 
past 20 matches has he been 
out to the new ball and while 
his three one-day centuries 
hanfly set him apart (he scored 
two of them on successive days 
against Pakistan four years 
ago), he sets the momentum of 
the side. 

Tm fairly philosophical 
about it. Sometimes it comes 
off, sometimes it doesn't But 
it isn't necessarily restricted to 
15 overs either Quite often 
the fielding team keep men in 
so you’re provided with 18 
overs. 

“The way I play in one-day 
cricket is purely manufactured. 

I wanted to come up with 
something that had a chance of 
working, but it’s only because 
it fits into my role in the side. 
If I was going in at five I 
wouldn't play like that” 

Knight exemplifies the evo- 
lution of tile team being nur- 
tured for the World Cup. Each 
member it is said, has been 
given a clearly defined role 
and Knight’s is to whack the 
cover off the ball any way he 
thinks fit It is slightly worrying 
for him that all this caieday cav- 
alier stuff might have dam- 
aged his chances in Test 
cricket 

After first playing in 1 995 and 
making a maiden century he 
has Men back in the selecto- 
rial pecking order. Although 


injuries allowed him to appear 
a gains t South Africa last sum- 
mer; his sloppy manners out- 
side the off stump to the 
swinging new ball were ex- 
posed. 

This was not simply a case 
of his Warwickshire colleague 
Allan Donald being aware of all 
his shortcomings, it was dear 
that he was not moving back 
and across as he should to 
cover the stump. The pushes at 
the ball which resulted in his 
being caught at slip were nota 
pretty sight 

Knight has worked to cure 
the defect, which does not di- 
minish him unduly in the 50- 
over game, but his Test fixture 
may Seat No 6, the position in 
which he scored his only Test 
century against Pakistan. Hue, 
he may face the new ball but 
he has the experience of that 
and the bowlers, by then, 
should be tired. 

His dashingly innovative 
methods could easily cut a 
swathe through the World Cup 
next summer, and he has a 
bowler or two in Australia to irk 
yet this month. In the first two 
matches of the Carlton & Unit- 
ed series he settled in as usual 
and made 30 and 40 before giv- 
ing it away. But he has looked 
in command and his perpetu- 
al encouragement of England 
in the field (“letting the oppo- 
sition know we're there and 
would like to stop runs”) sug- 
gests that the mould which 
produced Jonty Rhodes was 
not quite exclusive. 

“One-day cricket has altered 
completely. There are things 
being done that wouldn't have 
been dreamt of I’ve played 28 
matches, but if I'd been in any 
other country that figure would 
probably have been 50. That’s 
why this trian gular tournament 
is so important to us. We’re 
playing all these matches and 
seeing so marry different situ- 
ations. This is the sort of ex- 
perience we need if England 
are to have a chance in the 
World Cup." 

Knight learned the game at 
Felsted School where he was 
coached by the long-serving fbr- 



Nfck Knight on the charge: It’s not a fine judgement I do it to unsettle the bowleri PA 


Alleyne may 
keep place 
on fielding 


mer Essex opener Gordon 
Barker; who probably did not 
teach him the sweep slog but 
passed on much else. The pair 
still keep in touch, and Barker 
was there when Knight was 
married last autumn and was 
in Queensland to see his pro- 


tege last week. “Great lad,” he 
said “Should have a drink now 
and then." But Knight is as- 
siduous in his diet and tests 
show he is the fittest man in the 
England team. 

“I think we can do still more 
in the field. Honestly, every 


ran counts so you've got to look 
to take them and you've got to 
look to stop them. They can be 
turning points, as catches can. 
There are lots of little things 
which may only countforO.I per 
cent, but they all add up to the 
winning run or wicket” 


IT IS much too early to suggest 
that England have moved 
ahead of Australia in the one- 
day game, but victory in the 
past four meetings with them 
is at least a stab at assembling 
evidence. Making it five to- 
morrow in Melbourne would 
not only add to the documen- 
tation but seriously enhance 
England's prospects in the 
Carlton & United Series. 

Australia’s eight-wicket win 
over Sri Lanka in Sydney yes- 
terday, which comprised most 
of their virtues and eventually 
came at a ranter; hardly di- 
minishes the contest Another 
England win would give them 
three from three in the quali- 
fying matches and an over- 
whelming advantage. 

Within the space of a week 
England would have moved 
from the least fancied team in 
the triangular tournament to 
the favourites. 

Not that the England cap- 
tain, Alec Stewart was going 
down that road yesterday Quite 
the opposite, actually. 

He was visibly and audibly 
perky possibly because he had 
a day off and was going to 
watch Tim Henman play tennis 
across town, but he was stiO 
guarded in talking up his side’s 
chances of qualifying for the 
final next month. “If we win six 
I would have thought we’d have 
a good tfoarx® of qualifying," he 
said. 

England have obviously 
been doormats for too long. If 
they win six and fail to qualify 
they ought to call the newly 
armed International Cricket 
Council and have an inquiry es- 
tablished. With the teams play- 
ing each other five times there 
are 15 qualifying matches in all 
Thus, anybody winning six is 
certain to go through. 

Stewart, however; is under- 
standably anxious not to make 
too much of England’s splendid 
start to the competition. Ttoo 
victories in dose matches will 
obviously have lifted the es- 
teem of a side which combines 
the experienced with the 
novice, but they are not going 
to persuade him to change his 
‘we’ll take every game as it 
comes' approach. In similar 
vein he also declined to offer 
any dues to England’s side for 
the match. 

The likelihood is that the XI 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 

which beat Sri Lanka in the 
second match at Brisbane will 
be retained though it will be 
worth considering a change to 
try to strengthen the batting 
order: 

It is possible to get too per- 
nickety about who should go in 
where, but in this company 
Adam HoDioabe looks uncom- 
fortably high at five. He could 
move to six, with Mark Alleyne 
standing down and Vince Wells 
coming into the team to bat at 
three. 

But fielding may dedde the 
issue on this occasion. Wells is 
by no means a slouch, but Al- 
leyne is positively athletic. It is 
one of life’s little quirks that he 
has already become a national 
figure on these shores because 
of the error he made in chas- 
ing a ball against Austr alia. 
His double tumble has been 
endlessly repeated on televi- 
sion. 

If Englan d dedde against 
changes they could still alter 
the batting order if a wicket 
went down in the first 15 overs. 
In that case Mark Ealham 
could go in at three to pinch-hit, 
with Graeme Hick and Neil 
fbirbrother dropping down a 
place. What a science it has all 
become. 

“The way we've won gives 
the guys a lot of confidence," 
said Stewart “There’s a game 
plan that we have and we know 
how we want to play and what 
we are all doing. Fielders just 
go to their places. They know 
where they should be 80 per 
cent of the time." 

As Mii« tournament contin- 
ues, the Wbrid Cup in England 
in four months' time draws 
more and more attention, and 
Stewart knows his team are 
playing for their places. “We 
played very poorly in the last 
World Cup, as poor as we ever 
have. We are much better pre- 
pared.” 

England beat Australia 
three times at home in 1997 to 
lift the Texaco Trophy in style 
and extended the sequence 
last Sunday. 

They are shrewd enough to 
take advantage again tomor- 
row. Steve Waugh is not certain 
to return to Australia 's ranks, 
though Shane Warne has led 
them well 




WETHERBY 

HYPERION 

1.20 Carbury Cross 1.50 Cardinal Rule SL20 
Kings Measure 2.50 YOUNG KENNY (nap) 
3.25 Section Green (nb) 3.55 Buabhall Mor 


INSPECTION: 7-30WII 
GOING: Soil (Heavy In places). 

■ Left-hand oval droit Rurun of 200yds alghlly up** 

■ Course is NE of town on B1224 near jvnebon of A5B and At 
ADMISSION: CUb CO (accompanied undeMflo free). Tatteraata 
E9: Course £3 (QAPa Ei5fl) or par car wfth up to lour adults, 
Accomparwd under- 16s free. CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS lira M Rowley 3B-B4 PIZ*1 T Easter- 
by 32-133 pUTtt MraS SrnMi B-tJ3 (TTff*) DMcftohon 17-78 pint) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Wyar 46- (2&4%L P Nlvan 33-153 
(2Wb>, A Dobbin 22-127 (173%). R Goes* W-B5 (2V2%V 

■ FAVOURITES: 196-468 ftlSISJ. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Aren't Wa Lucky (355V 


11 003 RADMOHE SAXDN (IS) J JdlBBon 5 11 0 LWyor 

B 0 VfHUOUSCMClE(M)Baan5il0 ASSntift 

O 4R}- KEHHJSDALE (327) P BsauTcm 7 09 B Grattan (3) 

-iSdodarad- 

BETTWG: 5-2 Cafltounanm, 3-1 Dart Camay, ll-a Prince ** 7-1 
Carbary Crass, Gw Berry, 10-1 Hraony Hffl. 12-1 H n n rtao ta nk . Kar- 
risdate, AflJvtry torch, Gafindo, Radnor® Saren, IB-1 atom 
FORM VERDICT 

CaBfourmMons appeared to hove Ns ftiiSatio*® exposed at 
Antree. and the stable has been out of form Preference s fir 
CARBURY CROSS, who should have teamed from Ns debut 
effort, and GaHndo. 


4 PD25I2 CUKBRMN MAESTRO (13) (tQTEuMy 6 mO—LHfyarB 

5 2062 CAPITFYDUCMI{16)(D)TCaUwie D7llrRnB>Tlstal(5) 

-Sttodmd- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 Kings Ifsasura, 94 Ctsnbrlm Maestro, S-2G/wwOg, 5-f 
Kingdom Empert* 6-1 Cap It H You Can 

FORM VERDICT 

Kbigs Measure. Grooving and Cap It If YOu Can seem ideal- 
ly served by 2m4t The testing contSdons wi help bring their 
stamna into play. Ctrt Cumbrian Maestro and KINGDOM EM- 
PEROR are both hJy effective war the minimum trip in the mud 
and can domnata Die latter has thB edge on a fine through Lord 
Richfield. 


|T50 


W1KE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,250 added 2m 4f 110 yds 


2.50 


-I 901 EBF ‘ NH ’ NOVICE HURDLE (Qualifier) 
1 ‘ry.l (CLASS D) £ 4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 0 MJHREY TORCH (27) WOy 7 ft 0 GTbmujr 

2 WT» CM1FOURSEASONS (C) lira A Swtoank 7 n 0. J Staple 

3 4 CARBURY CROSS (27) J J ONel 5 11 0 RMeGWh 

4 06 -F 2 DEMI CENTURY (IB) Ms 5 Brito 7 11 0 -SDww* 

5 M BJSAROMdQ JTumerfitiO.. 

6 

7 

8 
3 
V 


1 31-UP1 CARWW. RULE (M) (D) Mss VWfams 071 Dili 

2 F5MP TOO PLUSH (35} (D) (BF) A Turel D b t) — 

3 5-1321 RWER UNStfiON ®t) (CD) J Howard Jbhnaon 9 n 3 -D tartar 

4 FWP 53 MONAUGHTY IMN (16) E Cane ODD. OaryLyona 

-Sdadmd- 

Mhfrnun meighc 10A TiuelmScapwe^tUanaaffttUanButOb. 
BETTING; Evans Cardinal Rule, 7-4 River UnaMon, 3-1 Too Plush, 100-1 
lioncanhtu Han 

FORM VERDICT 

Cnntotfri Rule has never encountered ground to® tesritg and 
tor that reason RIVER UNSMION Is preferred. We Know tns lat- 
ter goes wel si the mud and. as Cardnal Rule Is Body to be 
favoured In the market he lodes to be the vatoe. 


5-56 GALINDO (19) J Homd Johnson 5 ft 0 D Rater 

0P-P2S GUS BBffiff (31) DMftrdar 61) D. JfWOtenneofl 

HARMONY HJU-J Rates 7 110 A Dobbin 

UEADOWBANK M W Eassrtay 5 n 0 RGantty 

662 PHWCE TOR (89) S Godafiew fi 11 0 WMmton 


2.20 


COWTHORPE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £6,500 added 2m 

1 4BW KINGS MEASURE (17) p) J M Jeftnen 6 17U fl Greet 

2 ASM GROOVING pi) (D) J Ho«d Jotnaon 1W8 -JlWBbnma 

3 40-342 KMXIOM EMPEROR (27) (D) WQayS T1 0... Glbreiey 


MONKTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
B) £12,000 added 3m it 

1 W-P3F USTBnWUYiNZJtl^SBmoWheatJn « — W Menace 

2 3W11 SANTA CONCSHO (191 (DiLLurgo 13 T16. -H Supple 

3 1-280 YOUNG KBflW fT9) (CD) P Bewrcrt 8 A 5 — JIWBtemwn 

4 3Q2-1 STEP ON EYRE (29) H My 9 11 1 S Wynne 

5 6-1H2 SHARE OPTIONS (12) (CD) (BF) T Eaaerby 8 O 9 LWyer 

B 4G8P5P QUIXALLCflOSSEn(IB) ECalneWUQ Gary Lynns 

- B doctored- 

MMijwh ao&tt: ftfct True lun&cw GUtatf OceaSI fis 7S? 

BETTING: 0-* Sarta Concerto, 7-3 Share Options, 4-1 Hung Kenny; 5-1 
Step On Eyre, 11-2 Listen TfmnK 1KM Outxafl Crrasea 

FORM VERDICT 

A fesdnatlng ssayrg chase In which SANTA CONCERTO wfl 
be eS the rage totowtog a couple of Nghfy impressivB displays 
thta season. He wB Bre the (ynsund, Needy has a big engine and 
w9 be dfficuA to beat granted a Near round, Step On Eyre and 
Yoisyg Kenny are vary talented m their own right but may haw 
come up against a top nattier in the shape ot Sana Concerto 
totfc* 


lO oc| TOWTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) 
£20,000 added 3m If 

1 Onto KADOUHONAmABn^ WOGereooden 13 JOebome 

2 B-1U31 ARDBir SCOUT fI7) (CO) Nra S 5mth 7 11 9 SDuac* 

3 TT1-T1 EDMOND (Ffi) (28) (D) H Daly 7 11 9 SWyma 

4 22 Q?n SCOTTON GR&N (7) (C) (P) T Easterly B 11 9 L**er 

5 6P-FU2 KNG PBi (1?) P Seeunari 7 'll 5 B Grattan 

— Sdod&iBd- 

BETTING: 186 Kadou NamnteiB, 54 Edmond. 7-2 Section Green, 6-1 
Ardent Scnut, 7-1 King Pin 

FORM VERDICT 

The top is ttw major worry tor Kadou Nonantaia and whSa Ed- 
mond Is a horse of considerable potential, Ns Mrong has not 
filled ev p ryoo o with confidence. Consequently, H could be worth 
taking a chance with KING PIN, who seems to be getting Ns 
act together now and whose beat form Is on very aoft ground. 


3.55 


HEALAUGH CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
H’CAP HURDLE (F) £2^00 2m 4f 11 0yds 

1 -31341 &COTVAL LAO (16) (D)GM Moore Stitt NHmntyP) 

2 20-342 AHBff WE LUCKY (12) JJ 0*816 712. -.R McGrath B 

3 HP/1- SKANE RIVER (440) (D) Mn S Sm#i 8 U 12 — D Bswcrth (I) 

4 0B-W3 MISTY CLASS (19) (D) Ms 5 Smflh 7 1> Tl SOurack 

5 S2S-P BUABHALL MOR (48) M fixturer 6 10 tt C McCormack 

6 41-623 GlACtAL DANCER (B8) (BF) L Lingo 601 WDowfing 

7 LU4031 JAGO (7) U W Eaaertiy 4 10 0 (Bag .GLeeB 

-7 declared - 

Mnhwn wegfic IQst True heniesp wwpht Jago ja J7 Sj. 

BETTING: 11-4 IBsty Ctoee, 3-1 ScotmaB Lad, 4-1 Aren't We Lucky, 11-2 
Buefafal Mor, Gtodel Denosi; 6-1 Jago, 10-1 Skene Rhmr 
FORM VERDICT 

SCOTMAIL LAD is goirQ very much the right way and though 
tab Ngher than when last contesting a handbap (on this course: 
form worked out weq. can eftewr the way to Maty Oasa on (pound 
the* Suits him. 


LlNGFIELD 

HYPERION 

1.00 Pipe Music 1-30 Latin Bay 2.00 Speedy 
Classic 2.30 Sweet Serena ta 3.00 Mukarrab 
3.35 Shogun 4.05 Present ‘N Correct 


1.30 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 1m - outside; rest - Inode. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers best up to 7L 

■ Frjut trarfc surteca; feft-tiand, sharp untMaBng course. 

5 Course is SE of town on 8202a UngfieW etatton (served by 
London. Victoria] at$otos couree. ADMISSION: One endtosue EC. 

CAR PARK: C3ub S3: remainder f ree. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: GL Moore B3-633 (ttlWlHNwjon 

47-362 (B%J. M Johnston 44^30 (1691N. WT«l 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Cferit 72-584^ (E«J.J Wfwte 0^07 
(22.1%). S Santera 65-563 (05%). R Cochrane 52-32B («%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 689-2090 (334%). . . _ 

■ LONG DtSTANCE RUNNERS: Pipe kb«i 

Baritone (300) & John Bawdier Music (40 5) trarel gig.”*”- 
BUWCERmnRSTTIME: Pipe UuaiC' (W. Bkj m* 3 (UX% 

M creseent (ik?. Msmewme* £00), Mwaang ("StaretJ. 4fl5) 


LITTLE ACORNS SELLING HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £2^00 added 1m 41 

002-0 UUHANnS(ia(qGLMcm6C0 — Candy Monf* 15 B 
60CEO- 8CAfaEraJS3^P«MlMiar5911.WHBWiinion{7)2B 

42006- anBBGRyWJBUatelynSBB APdBP)16 

00C-2 MARAn»W_fflRBCWg-39S JPSmbmQJ 

40061 UnWB«fi)(qGleeo4 94(Bre) PDoeHS 

00600/ MHEAWCTOO(J633) APJom6SB2 .T Spike 9 

M20O- Ma*ORYSULBJClJ14) (CM Ml*dB»a*79 IJtCOCNinel 
00000- CAHMARTHBf BAYiwn (Q B L1wwlyn6BG__RHwin4 

10006 UGHT»««REBa.fl2)PHbn58'B _SWB«orip)6 

00030 PflKDECLSWOMTp) (D)GLMooE5B12I)eneOT*li 12B 
25600 COASTGUARUSHSC W P) BPBaa*sa7l itorfin De)er 11 


2.30 


40S63 SANIARH)E(10| PHowng4fi8 — 
3406-4 SHUmHXXXM D Chapmen BBB 
0005-5 ALWENAflO) SCWfcms4B6. 


IQubsMO 


1.00 


H 


LlNGFIELD RACECOURSE & STATION 
HANDICAP (F) (Dlvl)E2,750 added 2m 

1 315® PIP6 MUSIC (S) (BF) JD- 

i ^ 

e oroo nmrm 9 8 5 “ D S a 

7 DOOM Olffll OF TOES BSD0*4 7B- 

8 GSM) «^WAa®WUQilir<7n„ 

9 (WW> OADOrS POUT (JIS) B Llwe*yn 5 7 O .^A P) S 

0 oaxv BGVnGfJttlGLfitooreeTf--" "“■fSjm 

0 05000 TWGYSaVAffO ( 8 ) M CurrJJ GftrteflOB 

- it Sectored- . 

w toax wst ^ 

FORM VERDICT 

It wfl be hteresing to see^ fl 

who have htmtes form attrert 1 

nose with recent F« lonn. 

on Ftoresand and has to betear 0 !^* 

weS in auto a 5a)r tnvif hanefleap hereof 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
6 
S 
D 
It 
12 
C 

15 43006 OT»iYTT«'iaWfEYciqURyal584_. 

B 00400- FAKffiKMASIAIJBqJL Harrto 77 R. 

- tddecfanvf- 

BETT1NG: 7-2 Latin Bey, 9-2 Mama. 6-1 Sarterene, M Hehendte, 1M 
Memoryto Mode, Coastgutoift Hera, StutUecock. 14-1 otben 
FORM VERDICT 

Not too TTWiy consWent types to c/ioosa from, as y cu woii d 
axped to a seier. A chance e taken on SCARLET CRESCENT 
raproduww the couree tarn Bhe ehmrecl on her peraAtnaia start 
which cored wel be good anou^i today. Lalki Bay and 
lluhandia are at» of b»rea and should run wd 



UNGRELD RACECOURSE & STATION 
HANDICAP (F)(DIV II) £2,750 added 2m 

1 026D- RH) RAJA (J17) P Utchel 6 9 VI WRyen4 

2 05503- RAOflUK (15) M Haynes 5 B B JF Morton 2 B 

3 0581-2 COBBDGE(M (CD) JSwehflnil 95 JWBan(7)SB 

4 2BJ22 PaTBMRSMISSfDN 59 3JR Wee IV 

5 OODQn NORTHBWVUAGEG) LAuan12 60— TGMcLengbBnB 

6 00003- KP01D(J31)B Johnson 4B 7 JCUmi 

7 OOOOO TAZKJTAfT) Rhgram435 GBerdwrilO 

B (SM2 BWSTSERSIATA (5) S C Wfans 485 — -P Doe (5) 7 

9 5B5tXy CHINAMAlL(J3B4)UOjni782 CBmar6 

fl 30400- ROYAL CfflOJS (23J (C) P Halt 10 7 ft .Joann Badger (7) 8 

-10 doctored - 

BETTING: MFadeuk, 3-1 Coleridge, 5-1 Pertatopfl IIWon.S»etSer- 
enate, w Red Ref^ Kpoto, 16-1 Northern VBaga, DBfctya, 33-1 othare 

FORM VERDICT 

A second weak dhrieton of this two-miet the two lo p weig hts 
stfl meddeno on the FfaL Cofsridge e to form at the monsnL 
but it is anyoneb guess how long that w3 continue wtiia toe way 
Padauk surrendered victory to Nm hare last Ume Is hanfiy cn- 
coure^ng tar Ns apponers. Pertemps Mtasfon has to be re- 
spected. Out perhaps SWEETSERENATA can mate it third time 
lucky here this winter. 


3.35 


WEDDINGS AT UNGRELD MAIDEN 
STAKES (D) £5,250 added 1m 2 f 

4 SEVEN 0 SEVEN (8) P Cmtt 6 9 2 SWMtnrfhg 

6/400 FSTTVAL RYBI p) Was G Me»8y 4 9 D .WRyanB 


00004- FUBBAN(16)UMaja<«k4B0. PDoe®7 

56504- M0WYFWJCEp«PH«tjer4 9O DaneOReil 

30232- NAKHJ OAT (IQ B Smart 4 90 J1 Partare 10 


036- nilSHBJ(l6)aEre#t4 90 ^-.PFeseayB 

42»- SHOOW[145)KBLfte4BO D Sweeney 5 

06 TOREB»(5)BQilay4 9Q JOutontl 

0003- ZAHA (174) J Pren* 4 0 0 R Price 2 

3W&- BOLD BECKY (18) A P Jones 3 Bn Terete 3 

OtXVO- UBERTEBai(t9) Dhbydn Jnrs4 B3 F Norton 4 

■ ii dedared- 

BETTING: 6-4 Shogun, 1 12 Naked Get, 6-1 Zaha, 7-1 Sewn 0 Seven. 
Festival Flyer; 10-1 Toreero, 14-1 Bold Becky, 16-1 Other* 

FORM VERDICT 

Although he lacks AW esipertenca SHOGUN stands out on Ids 
tufftorni in what is Idle bettor than a pteing-daK event and 
he has gone to a yard thai does extremely wel wnh Its AW run- 
ners. Naked Oat is the pick ofthosa who race on sand, but he 
has yet to prove ha handles Equrtreck. too 


3.00 


2.00 


PENNY WISE CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added 1m 

1 05/00- BOSRNGPT®E(Z78) CDcnd(Bd) 7 BC—P Roberts P)1 

2 0B3-5 MGHTCmr(ta}|C)ID)Kft*kBBBB DSafBwey4 

3 000^3 KONVS(G8t)(12)CDcni(9HJ5S2 JBoNwPJti 

4 DIM 9PESIYClAS9C{9)(CD)UHBMB>Sh1)92 — -AQwkB 

5 04500- PayBUEf73)HS8BKr***iy48P — Wfyanj 

6 00400- IB5MEVfltelV(44 LADAC6 4B7 T G IfcLajgldta 7 B 

7 04005- DANDYREGBirtiaJLHaflfs5B4 JQdB0 12 


APPLE A DAY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3^00 added 6f 

0423-1 AJNAD (7) (CD) R Mom 5 V 1 (Bat) — -SHgtai(7)12 

151-13 MUKARRAB (5) (CO) (BF) DChapraiSBE ACufcaneS 

ODOM SCISSOR HUGE (12) KD) J Bt&sr 7 9 If G EMlM 73 

0002-4 MUTASA«WARn(CtqUSapdnS8B ACtefcB 

0031 ACfflTEST pa (CD) MABuddeys 9B — RFfaPidrlckt5)3 
OOOM RAGBOY fO) (CD) (BF) P Hasten OB 7. -J-Ctannck 11 B 
DOOM 0KJ0HNft2)JAtetust494 JQuta* 


4.05 


FRIEND IN NEED HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
E3J500 added 7f Penalty Value £2,697 


QBanlMel2 

NDo* 9 B 

JffS 


B 00M5 jUBnWANUSm(C)JBndgir7B4 
9 03304- MR ROUGH (51) (D) D UcrmBB*— 

B flogo- SOWai«a»(CO)PBuaiyre B84 — - 

n 5Q0CW) Pfj™GAZ(ffl)f1Z(C)ROSl*«nfiB2.5ophia7fitohoS« 

12 80000- WBJ.T0WN(lBJTKeddy5713 PFeea^M 

- 12 declared - 

BETTING: 9-4 Speedy CMc, iMWghtCS^M PofyBfae, Mr Rough, 
Soaking. KM Bonyi, 14-1 Boating PfWe, OmOf Ragmt Aaumanas, 
16-1 Minn 

FORM VERDICT 

NkM Ctty has a big chance on farm, but ttn question is whether 
tew# be able to dontnta wer Wa ahortof trip, wpeeialy wiih 
Speedy Classic, who often leads over shorter tnp* in the few 
uaTtn percentage cal te ta sale with SOAKING, who s a reg- 

iter over ihis trip aid ahouU gat a good lead. 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
G 

7 . 

B OGft-4 FRS5EJKKJAMEBn2) H Haynes 502 A Eddery (^1 

8 ”■ 

10 02O» APIS) EIGHT tlS9CT)NEauttra4 91 PDqeft7B 

fl 06441- l®(F8 DOUBLE (1 ffl (D) Us NMastfsy 591- -R Price 14 V 

12 00M1 WnAASHtlO|(C)(inDHBsdiJc«es7aiW-SfMwcrttB 

13 00000- POUSH LEGION (10D) J AlefMTl G B B DmOReMIO 

M 00324 BARnCHE (10) S KeUeMl 5 B 9 TSpn*»2V 

-Mtedared- 

BEITlNG!SG||GlBKnl),11-20kJBin,164Acid , lbst,7-1Mke%Dou- 
bto, M Aptad, IMnw fattte*. «M «“»* 

FORM VERDICT 

Despite Nb rise in the weight* h Is doublM rf the handcapper 
has )M caught up with MUKARRAB. whose recent efforts read 
wry wel indeed. Tho hack suits him IdeaBy and from o decent 
dnwhawflbahaRltopegbaclcIntiaaahlsentitledtogetcioe- 
ar to ten than she efid 12 days sqo with a bettor run, but a 3b 
pul does not bofc enough for har » tun the tablea 


01025- HVK RARK pi) (C) Sir H Prescott 5 9H C Natter 12 

4014-0 SHADES OF LDTC (12) (CO) Y Saone 5 B 9 — H Cochran* 7 
006-0 jOHNBOVfDUS)IUSC(fiP)P)MJdRton4BBJIenrtlig13 

3X00 PaKUSS (U9IQ) CIUkMq>598 FfWbkte(7) 14B 

GS3-4 radlOROIAL (Ffl) (1^ SDow4 94 P Doe (5)6 

5442-3 AJGDNKS)(B)MChannan4Bi JDS«ntt(3)3 


E34-S CUE0UIQFn£F0GfU)(CD)AMcta64fi13.-TSpnteB 

60300 AHTAAL (12) (D) Mn N Uacaufcjy 9 B 5 PMeCM»2V 

60048- MUSTANG p5) (CD) JPBace6fl4 Deie Gfason 1 V 

50095 SIZZIJNG(12)RHarro>7fl3 LfitenocfcA 

3600- SUITE FACTORS (7t^ (D) K Ekite 5 80 Jt5ukw3 

0443 PflESBfT , NCOnn6CT(B)(CO)JMBafcy670_APoip)10 
2*600 ASTRAL MVADB1 (6) (D) M Samden 7 7 O— J> Feeaay 9 B 

3000-2 CLONOEp) Rhgram57D GBantelBII 

- 14 dedared - 

fjhbwi weight 7st ICBl F/wj tenrlczp votyn-Pmsart TtGamcr 7a TBi 
AeMf imader 7sf SA Am W 38». 

BETTING: B^Sbadae Of Lore, 6-1 John Bonder Ifeslcv 6-1 Hyde Ra*. Aft 
Dbcbl 6-1 CwnadnlBalog, 10-1 SUhiftwatH Corned 12 -iaben 

FORM VERDICT 

The draw has (tone no buoue to the progressive John 
Bowdter Music orlo Hyde PeriL who wi 3trugge to dommate 
with other front runnere radng kiside hm A fast-run 7f may turn 
Out to be the opUmun c ondHton s for COMEOUTOFTHEFOG, 
who had three good efforts a im here at the end of last year 
white leaving the impression todays short* trip wared be ideaL 


Gilchrist hits 
out in style 


ADAM GILCHRIST dubbed a 
memorable century to help 
power Australia to a record- 
breaking win over the world 
champions, Sri Lanka, in yes- 
terday’s Carlton & United Se- 
ries oneway international at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground. 

Gilchrist, Australia's new 
one-day wicketkeeper, up- 
staged the Sri Lankan opener, 
Sanath Jayasuriya, in the bat- 
tle of the big hitters with an as- 
tonishing innings of 131 off 118 
balls, the fourth-highest limit- 
ed-overs score by an Aus- 
tralian. 

Jayasuriya smashed 65 from 

62 balls in Sri Lanka's seem- 
ingly unbeatable 259 for 9. 
which required a record SCG 
run chase to eclipse the 257 for 
5 made by the hosts against Sri 
Lanka at the venue in 1995-96. 

However, the Australians 
readied their target of 260 for 
the loss of just two wickets 
with almost four overs to spare 
as Gilchrist struck two sixes 
and 10 fours. It was his fourth 
century in a year since befog 
promoted to opener in place of 
the Test captain, Mark Taylor; 
and he has more than justified 
his selection as a batsman. 

Mark Waugh hit a measured 

63 from 76 balls as Gilchrist 
dominated their opening stand 
of 151 in 156 balls. Gilchrist's 
first 50 came off just 37 deliv- 
eries, including a swept six off 
the spinner Muttiah Mura- 
litharan on to the top deck of 
one of the SCG grandstands. 

Ricky Ponting remained un- 
beaten on 43 as Australia 
reached their target after help- 
ing add 74 for the second wick- 
et Jayasuriya had earlier 
reached his 50 off as many 
balls while putting on % in 15 
overs with Ms opening partner, 
Romesh Kaluwitirarana, who 
made 32 off 38 deliveries with- 
out seeing much of the strike. 

Accurate bowling from the 
home captain Shane Warne, 
who took 2 for 44 from his 10 


BY JULIAN LINDEN 
in Sydney 

Sri Lanka 259-9 
Australia 260-2 
Australia win by eight xokts 



Gilchrist reaches century 

overs, slowed the run-rate until 
a surge in the last five overs as 
Hashan TUIakaratne hit 73. 

Sn Lanka won rovs 

SRI LANKA 

S T Jdyasuriya c GUdvKt b Juten 65 

»R S Kahiwlthararu b Wtorr* 32 

M 5 Anpattu c Wbufift b warn* IB 

H P TllUkdretne run out. . 73 

•A Rawureji run out .. 

D P M toyawardene- c Gflcwist b Juten....1 1 

liOU Ounttona b Fleming 3 

R S Mauanama c GRrtwsr b McGretti i 

WPUJC Vaas not our . 13 

M Muralitharan run out 0 

Entrwt (W, Ib2, w5. nb5 H 

local (far 9, SO twers) - 259 

Mb 1-95. 2-106. 3-130, 4-183. 5-214. 
6-217. 7-236, 8-258, 9-259. 

Did not bae G P Wlckramasingfte. 
Bowlta*: McGreiH 10-0-39-1; Fleming 
100-61-1: Biewert 2-0-23-0; Julian 
2: Warne 10-1-44-2; Brat 5-0-26-0; Mar- 
tyr) 5 - 0 - 20 - 0 . 

AUSTRALIA 

tA C OleWst c Aupattu b Uus 131 

M E Wbugti e sub b Muralittiaran 63 

R T Ftontmg not out 43 


ORMHtynnoci 


(B3, w4).... 


16 

7 

— 260 


Ti*4l (For 2, 46.1 o«r,)_ 

tvu 1-151.2-225. 

Did notbae G $BteuKR.MGBeyan, »SK 

Warne. B PJullaiL D W Remliw, B E Ybuw 

0 D McGrath. 

S-l^S-1; MHckramasiiighe 
7-1-36-0; Mwadttianin 1 0-0-49- 1 ; j*«v«r- 

UwpIreE T A Prue and S J A Jaulel. 
CARLTON A UfOTED SERIES 

** ■ L Pts 

England 2 2 0 4 

AJMndte 1 , 3 

Lai*n. 2 0 2 « 
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Giant leap for Smith’s peace 


Britain’s foremost 


high jumper has 
just made his first 
attempt in six 
months to clear 
the bar - he failed 


but is delighted. By 

Mike Rowbottom 


SHORTLY BEFORE three o'clock yes- 
terday afternoon in the empty, echo- 
ing vastness Of Bi rmingham ’s 
National Indoor Arena, Steve Smith 
failed to dear 2.10 metres in the high 
jump . He could not have been happier 

Just over five months earlier; a 
freak tr ainin g accident had left 
Britain’s Olympic bronze medallist 

Unpbifo mm/p hia haad nr iwk This 

was his first effort over a bar since 
then - one small jump for Steve 
Smith, one giant leap for his mind. 

As he approached his take-off 
with a full run-up, the only sound was 
the crescendo of his footsteps fol- 
lowed by a clanging and clattering 
as he sent both the bar and one of 
the supports flying. He lay still fora 
moment on file landing bed before 
flipping himself upright with (he 
panache that has become his trade- 
mark in a seven-year international 
career Three more jumps, the last 
of them at 2.20m, reinforced the 
message: he was back in business. 

“There was a real sense of relief, " 
be said. “I felt like a high jumper 
ag ain. This was my first jump for 
almost six months and I was using 
a new run-up far the first time, so the 
whole thing felt vezy weird. But 
after this I know I can be very vezy 
competitive again this season.” 

The detafls of the accident on 7 Juty 
remain horribly clear to him. It hap- 
pened man ordinary jumpat the Wa- 
vertree track in his native city of 
Liverpool two days before he was due 
to compete in the Oslo Grand Prix. 
*As soon as I landed on my back it was 
really painful” he said. “I couldn’t 
move off the landing bed. But I 
thought thatmaybe it was just a mat- 
ter of having to dick something back 
into place. I hadn’t ruled out Oslo.” 

Twenty minutes later; still pros- 
trate and with paramedics stabilis- 
ing his neck, he had ruled out Oslo 
- but was still thinking in terms of a 
month or two out of action. It was not 
until the foDowing morning as he lay 
in a surgical collar at the Royal Liv- 
erpool Hospital that the severity of 
his position sank im “They had to give 
me morphine for the pain," he said. 
“I was so sleepy that my consultant 





Jump of joy: Steve Smith back in business In Birmingham’s National Indoor Arena yesterday after recovering from a disabling injury that threatened his athletics career DavidAshdown 


had to wake me up to give me a di- 
agnosis. He spouted all this jargon, 
and then disappeared. 

“Malcolm Brown, the British 
team doctor; was with me at the time, 
so I said to him, r What does all that 
mean?’ And he told me I would not 
be jumping for the rest of the year 
at least I was just devastated." 

In one alarming incident he had 
been turned from an athlete who 
stood at the top ofthe world rankings 
to an anxious 25-year-old wondering 
if he would ever be an athlete again. 

Smith was in hospital for 10 days, 
but spentlanger worrying crvera suc- 
cession of diagnoses. At first it was 


thought he had torn intro-spinous lig- 
aments and suffered a prolapsed disk 
A second opinion presented a dif- 
ferent picture: no ligament tear, and 
a disk which may have been 


His mmd was taken off his own 
predicament in August when he 
travelled to the European Champi- 
onships as non-playing British team 
captain. But the frustrations arose 


10 minutes to realise that he could 
not face following the Games on tele- 
vision. “I thoug ht to myself, 'You don’t 
want to be watching this’.” he said. 

By this time, however: he had 


' I am dedicating myself 100 per cent to doing wed at the 2000 Olympics . I want to 
be in Sydney having done everything possible to give myself the chance of winning 


prolapsed before the accident. 

“It was a realty confusing time," 
Smith said. “I kept thinking: If it’s not 
dear what happened, what was to stop 
it happening again in the same way?" 


again the fallowing month as English 
athletes, including his main domestic 
rival Dalton Grant swept up the ti- 
tles at the Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur It took Smith about 


decided to draw a metaphorical line 
underneath the events of the sum- 
mec He left Liverpool to Eve and train 
in Birmingham under the guidance 
of Tlidor Bidden file technical di- 


rector erf jumps for PAS, the Lottery- 
distributing body for British athlet- 
ics. Bidder who worked for most of 
the 1990s coaching in the Australian 
Institute of Sport, started Smith’s 

r ehahflitfltirtn progr a mnw, harfmd up 

by frequent physiotherapy. 

A couple of months ago many of 
Smith’s lingering concerns over his 
condition were allayed by another 
member of the AIS, Peter Stanton, 
who was in England to advise UK 
Athletics 98 on a physiotherapy pro- 
gramme. Stanton told Smith he had 
rotated his vertebrae in the accident 
- three had turned oneway, two the 
other Smith’s team of physios are 


now concentrating on keeping them 
all in line. 

Smith will return to the same 
Birmin gham arena at the end of this 
month for the AAA’s indoor cham- 
pionships, before turning his 
thoughts to the Wbrid indoor and out- 
door championships later ttiisyean 
But the real goal lies beyond. 

“I am dedicating iqysdf 100 per 
cent to doing well at the 2000 
Olympics,” he said. “I want to be in . 
^dn^havingdoneeve^rfiiinglpos- 
sfoty could to give myself a chance 
ofwinmng.” 

Yesterday marked a significant 
step towards that ambition. 


No sanctions on I World champion Ainslie 


Salt Lake City 


THE International Otympic Com- 
mittee has ruled out imposing any 
sanctions against Salt Lake City 
officials in connection with the 
Otympic Games' biggest corruption 
scandal an IOC investigator said 
yesterday. 

“The commission will not rec- 
ommend any action against Salt 
Lake City,” said Jacques Rogge, a 
member of the IOC panel investi- 
gating allegations of bribery in the 
city's winning bid for the 2002 Win- 
ter Games. “There is no action to be 
taken.” 

Rogge, meanwhile, confirmed 
that up to 12 IOC members have 
been impMcated in the inquiry but 
rejected calls for the IOC president, 
Juan Antonio Samaranch, to resign 
as “ridiculous". He also said the IOC 
was prepared to investigate charges 
of corruption in other host city elec- 
tion campaigns, including claims 
that Sydney officials were 
approached for bribes during their 
successful bid for the 2000 Summer 
Games. 

Rogge, a Belgian member of the 
IOC’s executive board, said the six- 
man investigative panel had con- 
sidered sanctions against Salt Lake 
officials connected with the 2002 
bid However, he said the possibility 
was ruled out after the Salt Lake or- 
ganising committee's leading two 


officials, president Frank Joklik and 
vice president Dave Johnson, 
resigned last week “The people 
who were in the bid are no more," 
Rogge said “They took the actions 
they thought were needed." 

The head of the bid committee, 
Tom Welch, is also no longer asso- 
ciated with the Games. He resigned 
as president of the organising com- 
mittee last year after being charged 
in a separate, private matter. 

“The only action we could have 
discussed was against the people in 
the bid committee who were still on 
the organising committee,” Rogge 
said “As they have resigned, there 
is definitely no need for action. This 
does not imply any judgement on 
their behaviour at this stage." 

Rogge said he understood that 
“around a dozen” IOC members 
had been implicated in the Salt 
Lake investigation. Letters were 
sent to those members this week 
demanding an explanation. 

The IOC panel meets on 23 Jan- 
uary in Lausanne, Switzerland, to 
conclude its findings, and will mafep 
recommendations to the foil execu- 
tive board the following day. 

Samaranch has said that any 
members found guilty of corruption 
will be removed 


ON TOP of the world Down Under; 
Ben Ainslie won the World Laser 
Championship in considerable style 
at Port Phillip Bay yesterday. The 
1996 Otympic silver medallist could 
hare afforded to sit out from the last 
of the 12-race series, leaving the At- 
lanta Games gold medallist and the 
man he has beaten four times since 
then, the Brazilian Robert Scheidt, 
and Sweden's Karl Sunesson to 
fight it out for second and third 

But he chose to sail that final race 
“because the waves were getting 
quite steep and the wind was pick- 
ing up, and I thought it would be a 
bit of a blast It was good to be out 
there racing." He capsized a few 
times and finished a lowly 18th, but 
it was typical of a man who seem- 
ingly has an insatiable appetite for 
competition. 

The 21-year old now based in 
Lymington and who celebrates his 
22nd birthday on the fifth of next 
month, needed only fourth place in 
the 11th race of the series to win on 
a countback. Third gave him the 
world title outright Despite being 
15th at the end of the first leg, 
sailed in a south-westerly gusting 
over 20 knots, he soon pulled up to 
the vital fourth place. 

Ainslie was working the, short 
steep waves to good effect his fitness 
programme paying dividends and 
two months of training in Australia 
being rewarded So, for good mea- 


BY Stuart Alexander 
in Melbourne 


sure, he overtook the American 
Mart Mendelblatt on the last leg to 
finish third behind Scheidt and 
Sunesson, and he knew the game 
was his. 

It was only in 1895 that Ainslie was 
winning gold in the World Youth 
Championship. A year later he was 
wearing Olympic silver; but in both 
the 1996 and 1997 Laser World 
Championships, in Cape Town and 
Chile respectively, he was third 
Last year he won the world single- 


hander championship, sailed in 
Lasers, beating Robert Scheidt in 
Dubai He went on to win the Eu- 
ropean Championship in Portugal 
and was voted the World Sailor of the 
Year by the sport's governing body, 
the International Sailing Federation. 

He now takes a bit of a rest but 
may appear at some regattas in New 
Zealand, an invitational in Dubai, be- 
fore looking forward - with perhaps 
a try at the two-handed Star keelboat 
along the way - to the pre-Olympic 
regatta at Sydney in September: 
But he st£D has to go through the UK 
trial system at the beginning of 
next year to earn his place to rep- 
resent Britain at the Games. And he 



Ben Ainslie is all smiles daring yesterday’s final race Allsport 


is well aware that Britain has 
strength in depth in the Laser class, 
Andrew Simpson’s fifth place in 
Melbourne giving them two in the 
top six. 

Tbkingtime out from the adjacent 
race course to congratulate Ainslie 
was the Soling skipper, Andy 
Beadsworth. An nth in the first race 
of the day was enough to maintain 
his sixth position overall. But, with 
the Australian Cameron Miles scor- 
ing two wins, Beadsworth slipped to 
seventh at the end of the day. 

Iain Percy remains fourth overall 
in the Finn Gold Cup, and Britain's 
other top single-bander, Shirley 
Robertson, had a worst-so-fer ninth 
in the opening race in the Europe, 
but third place in the second race 
also kept her fourth oreralL 

Four British crews have made it 
through to the 25-strong finals of the 
49er Skiff World Championship, 
which starts its 11-race series today. 
They are Arnty and Ian Budgen, Tim 
Robinson and Ian Walker, Paul 
Broth erton and Neal McDonald, 
and the current national champion, 
Ian Barker partnered with the Aus- 
tralian Daniel Philli ps 

Britain is also the current leader 
of the competition for the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee Cup, pre- 
sented by its president, Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, for the top- 
scoring nation in the seven Otyrapic- 
dass World Championships. 


Brave Jim 
Peters 
dies at 80 * 


Prutour proves a big draw Maier to race despite injury 


THE MARATHON legend Jim Peters, 
who caught the imagination of the 
public at the 1954 Empire Games in 
Canada when he staggered round 
the last lap, has died aged 80. 

“Jim was a class runner when 
marathon running, unlike today was 
unfashionable." said David Bedford, 
the international race director erf the 
London Marathon and a former 
10,000 metres world record holder: 
“He trained harder than most - 
often 100 miles a week - and believed 
in the work ethic with his thousands 
of miles run in pHmsoles. My first 
memories of him were from news- 
paper pictures showing him col- 
lapsing when in sight of the finis h 
Few athletes push themselves to 
such exhaustion." 

Peters entered the Vancouver 
stadium around three miles ahead 
of his rivals but dehydration had 
token its toll He fell six times and 
his E nglis h team-mates at trackside 
could not help for fear that he would 
be disqualified They were finally ahfo 
to go to his aid when it was dear he 
was not going to cross the line. The 
race was won by the Scot, Joe 
McGhee, but Peters’ efforts are 
fixed in the minds of minims who ' 
watched it on Movietone News. 

Peters, who had broken the wodd 
record four times previously, retired 
from athletics after the Games -“It 
cost me my killer instinct;" ha said 
Obituary, Review, page 7' 


THE PRUTOUR in May will be short- 
er by two days than the inaugural 
nine-day race last year; but it will be 
tougher than ever; the organisers 
warned whm the route was unveiled 
in London yesterday. 

With around £100,000 in prize 
money on offer; the Prutour daixns to 
bethewwitfsfourtHkfoestrace.and 
the itinerary ensures that the riders 
will earn every penny. Hie 1,178- 
kjjometre (732-mDei race has been up- 
graded by the worid governing bexty 
the Union Cydiste Internationale, 
who have also increaseditsaltoeation 
of world ranking points. Under UCI 
rules the duration has had to be re- 
duced to seven days because of the 
prutour’s enhanced status, but it 
should draw class opposition from Eu* 
rope, making the racing harden 


By robin nicholl 


Three of the 18-team places have 
been filled already by high-quality 
squads. Chris Boardman and his 
Australian team-mate, Stuart 
O’Grady, who were respectively sec- 
ond and first last yean return with 
their French team Credit Agricole. 

US Postal Service, whose riders 
include Lance Armstrong, who re- 
cently won his fight against caw ra r, 
will be out to improve on their team 
victory last May. 

With the inclusion of the Dutch 
team Rabobank, the challenge to aqy 
British hopes could be awesome, 
given the European racers' more in- 
tensive programme. 


The Prutour opens with a race 
around the Thames Embankment 
and Whitehall on 23 May. and ends 
with another circuit race in Princes 
Street, Edinburgh, on 29 May.. 

In between lies some exacting 
raring, with the Bristol to Swansea 
leg on day four described by the race 
<&ectoqAlanRushton,as“thehanl- 
est we have ever had. This will be 
one of the toughest races ever held 
in this country” 

On British hopes for success, 
Boardman said; “Despite the over- 
all strength in depth of this year’s 
race, we will come with the same ap- 
proach as last yean" 

19 M PRUTOUR SCHEDULE: U May West- 
minster circuit race: 24 May Medway to 
Portsmoutn and Portsmouth time- trial; 25 May 
Wmcheswr to Bristol. 26 May Bristol to Swansea. 
27-May Swansea CO Birmingham; 28 Maw Uv- 
erpooHiladtpool: 29 May Carllsfe to Edinburgh 
and Edinburgh circuit race 


THE DOUBLE Olympic champion 
Hermann Maier wifligixisre a bark in- 
jury in order to compete at Wengen 
and KitzbQhel the two toughest 
downhill events on the Alpine circuit 

The Austrian had been hoping to 
take a break from the World Cup to 
rest his back before next month's 
World Championship s in VkU, but 

yesterday said he had decided to 
carry on in order to protect his lead 
in the overall standings. 

“The back is not so good but not 
so bad either. .. we're working on it” 
Maier who won a shortened down- 
hfflmWfen^n lastyeac said. “Tm rac- 
ing Wengen for sure and Kitzbtihel 
next weekend if it does not get worse. 

“Normally it would be better to 
rest but Tm in pretty good shape, ex- 
cept for my back." 


Maier said that he will also race 
two slaloms, a discipline he usually 
avoids, to collect combined points. 

The Norwegian all-rounder Kjetil 
Andre Aamodt, the 1994 overall 
champion and Mater's closest rival 
is 228 points behind the Austrian in 
the overall standings, but could eas- 
ily dose the gap over the coming 
week if Maier were not to compete. 

Maier now plans to be in the start 
hut for every race leading up to the 
World Championships, including the 
two slalom events, starting with the 
demanding Lauberhorn downhill 
on Saturday. With pain-killers and 
muscle relaxants already a regular 
part of Maier’s pre-race prepara- 
tions, the reigning World Cup cham- 


pion is also resorting to more tra- 
ditional Austrian remedies. He has 
been undergoing massages several 
times a day and having therapy 
with hot sands applied to the back. 

Maier has won six races this 
season, including a giant slalom 
victory in Adelboden on Tuesday. 

But with Saturday’s downhill and 
Sunday’s slalom making up th e 
son's first combined event, Maier is 
well aware that Aamodt, who is 

equalty skilled in both the speed and 
technical events, could erase his ad- 
vantage almost overnight 

Maier, whose aggressive style 
more suited to the downhill and 
supergiant slalom, rarety competes 
in slalom but was still good enough 
to win last year’s combined in Wen- 


Tomorrow 



Richard 
Williams 
in Las Vegas 

SIN CITY CLEANS 
UP ITS ACT 
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McKenzie slams ‘whingeing’ foreigners 


THE FORMER Everton and 
Leeds United forward Duncan 
McKenzie bas spoken out 
against “moaning" foreign ptoy- 
ers who earn a living in Britain. 

McKenzie himself has ex- 
perienced playing in a foreign 
countzy having spentayear in 
Belgium with Anderiecht in 
1976, prior to his transfer to 
Everton in December of the 
same year But he admits to 
being “staggered” that over- 
seas players over here are 
campiadning about conditions at 
their clubs. 


FOOTBALL 


Pierre van Hoogdonk has 
been on strike at Nottin gham 
Fbrest, Paolo Di Canio raised 
to return to Sheffield Wednes- 
day because of “stress” and 
“depression” and the Black- 
burn midfielder Sebastian 
Perez has said be wants to re- 
turn to France because the 
cold weather is affecting bis 
daughter’s health. 

But McKenzie feels that 
players should rise above such 
complaints and has sided with 
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i NO SOONER has Ron Atkinson 
! begun the struggle to keep 
! Nottingham Forest in the 
V. Premiership than the prob- 
\- lems begin to pfle up for him, 
j The long-serving Fbrest 
| goalkeeper Mark Crossley, frus- 
i trated by his lack of first-team 
1 opportunities in the past 18 
j months, gave Atkinson an ulti- 
' matum yesterday The 29-year- 

old hag been imahlp to ffislnrign 

Dave Beasant from the side and 
has warned that, if he does not 
figure in the Premiership soon, 
he will ask to leave. 

“I've got 18 months left on 
my contract,” Crossley said. “At 
my age, it's no use playing re- 
serve-team football” 

Another problem for Atkin - 
9* son is the doubt cast over his 
film bid for Carlton Palmer be- 
cause of a wages wrangle. Ite 
Southampton midfielder hag 
been lined up as the new man- 
ager’s first s igning , but the 
player and Fbrest have so far 
been unable to strike a deal 
“I can understand Forests 
position, in a way” Palmer said. 
“They seem to be caught be- 
tween two stools - between re- 
ady going for it to avoid 
relegation and budgeting for 
next year in case they do go 
down. But I'm certainly not 
holding them to ransom.” 

Juninho has ruled out the 
possibility of an immediate 
move to Aston Villa. The 
Brazilian international has 
been linked with a £12m move 
back to England, with Villa 
_JPark rated as the likely desti- 
nation. However, the former 
Middlesbrough man has de- 
cided to try to establish him- 
self in Spain, even though his 
career has not flourished since 
his move to Atletico Madrid in 
July 1997. 

“It is very difficult when you 
are not in the team,” Juninho 
said. “Butlwould prefer to fight 


BY TOMMY STANIFORTH 

and work and get bade into the 
team and be a success in Spain 
rather than look Ah' a move 
elsewhere." 

Leeds have taken the Slo- 
venian defender Aleksander 
Knavs on a week’s trial from the 
Austrian dub, Urol Innsbruck. 
However; the 6ft 3in 23-year-old 
may have played insufficient in- 
ternationals for his country to 
earn a work permit 

Wolves have completed die 
signing of the Norwegian World 
Cup striker Haavard Flo from 
the German Bundestigo chib, 
Werder Bremen, for around 
£750,000. 

The Everton manager; Whi- 
ter Smith, is offering Graham 
Stuart a chance to return to 
Goodison Park. Smith is (lying 
to sign the Sheffield United 
forward in exchange for the 
centre-half Craig Short who is 
a surplus to requirements. 

Gordon Taylor; the Profes- 
sional Fbotballers’ Association 
chief executive, was last night 
deciding whether to return to 
the Fbotball Thsk Fbrce - de- 
spite the fact that he has not 
been invited back by its chair- 
man, David Mellon 

Taylor resigned last week 
after criticising Mellor for re- 
marks the former Tory MP 
had made about players and 
the PFA. “Certain individuals 
on the Task Fbrce have asked 
me to think about [returning). 
I've appreciated them and 
given it sane consideration, to- 
gether with my colleagues at 
tiie PFA.” 

Rangers will play a practice 
match against the United 
States national team at their 
win ter training camp in Orlan- 
do, Florida, today. They win 
then meet the Brazilian ride, 
Atletico Mineiro, on Sunday at 
the Orange Bowi in Miami 


Paul Gascoigne, who claimed 
on Saturday that he did not like 

the idea of foreign players say- 
ing they needed rest 
“If s all rubbish,” McKenzie 
said. “This goes back to the 
days of Miran dinha at New- 
castle. There have always been 
problems and you end up with 
some managers becoming 
xenophobic and not wanting 
any foreigners at all 

“Scandinavians are the (me 
option because they are very 
similar to us anyway. 

“The foreign players are 


much more business-minded 
than [the British], but they 
seem to wfainge an awful lot 
aboutthe people who pay them. 

“It staggers me the number 
of people who are playing and 
taking fortunes out of Eng- 
land, but are also saying every- 
thing about the piace is wrong. 

“1 wouldn’t have dreamed of 
living in Belgium and telling the 
Belgians and the people of 
Brussels that it wasn't a very 
nice place - the Belgian people 
don’t do this and don't do that 
That's bang out of order.” 


McKenzie insists that he 
bad no problems with local cul- 
ture during his time in Belgium 
and says the foreign players be 
played with were made wel- 
come by their team-mates and 
fop s alike. 

Furthermore, he also be- 
lieves the success Chelsea are 
currently enjoying can be at- 
tributed directfy to their foreign 
pfegers in te gr a ting well mto the 
English community 

“OsvakJo Ardfles, Ricky Villa, 
Frans Thfissen and Arnold 
Muhren all came over here 


and loved it - so much so that 
Ossie still has a home in Lon- 
don,” McKenzie said. 

“He is still a member of a grif 
dub in Ware. Can you believe 
that? Golf is such a typical 
English game. George Gra- 
ham is a member there as 
weH 

“1 believe the Chelsea lads 
also love the country because 
they have discovered golf and 
the biggest problem Gianhica 
Vialli has had is keeping them 
off the golf course." 

But McKenzie appreciates 


that the success at Stamford 
Bridge is not mirrored around 
the country where many dubs. 

Eke Middlesbrough, have strug- 
gled with foreign signings. 
“One of the problems is 

down tn Italians anti B razilians 

and their i-atin temperament. 
If things aren’t going their way 
they want their ball back,” be 
said. 

“I would urge our dubs to 
keep away from too many for- 
eign si gning s, but they are 
cta»per titan ours. IPs (he chick- 
en and the egg situation, isift it?” 
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Norwegian Wolf: Haavard Flo, the latest overseas signing at Wolverhampton Wanderers, arrives at Molinenx yesterday Action Images 

Stott lobbies for FA chairmanship 


AS THE debate continues over 
who will become the new Foot- 
ball Association chairman, Ian 
Stott believes he could be the 
compromise candidate. 

The former Oldham Athlet- 
ic chairman believes he may 
have the “middle-of-the-road” 
appeal to win confidence in all 
camps. Stott, who this week re- 
signed as chairman of the Lat- 
ies, has become a career 
football administrator after sell- 
ing up his business empire, 
which inchided interests in hol- 
iday homes and night-dubs. 

After almost 14 years as a 
councillor in the corridors of 
power at the FA, Stott knows a 
bit about survival and ap- 
peasement He wants changes! 
the FA, he wants it streamlined, 
but he still wants to retain its 
traditions. His 17 years as 
chairman of Oldham, in which 


he oversaw their rise to the Pre- 
miership under Joe Hoyle’s 
managem ent, has earned him 
friends and admirers at every 
level of the game. 

However; Stott stood down as 
Oldham’s chairman on Monday. 
He is now vice-chairman at 
Boundary Park under David 
Brierley following an uproar 
over reports that Stott was be- 
hind a proposed merger of Old- 
ham, Rochdale and Bury. 

Stott said that comments he 
had made had been taken out 
of context and he had no option 
but to resign. That decision 
leaves him with more time to 
lobby for the top FA post 

Stott said: “Now is the time 
to attack the situation at the FA 
I would like to think that I 
would appeal to an sides. Now 
is the time for discussion. 

“I don’t want this to look like 


a full-blown election campaign. 
I'm not going flat out to be 
chairman, but I am certainly 
looking to become more in- 
volved at that level” 

The 64-year-old, whose fam- 
ily used to be mill owners 
around Oldham, said: “I am in- 
terested in a position on the FA 
that would give me more in- 
volvement but what that is at 
the moment I am not sure.” 

Stott does not have the out- 
spoken approach of another 
ca n dida t e, Ken Bates, but he 
would want change. He said: 
“Maybe now is the right time to 
address the situation again." 

Fallowing Keith Wiseman’s 
protracted departure, Stott has 
begun to put himself forward as 
a candidate for the middle 
ground. He said: “There was a 
time when it looked like there 
would be an immediate elec ti o n 


to find a new chairman, but that 
won’t happen now until the 
summer; so there is no great ur- 
gency on that front at the mo- 
ment It will now be in June and 
that gives everyone a lot more 
time for discussion. 

“There are obvious candi- 
dates, Geoff Thompson, who is 
now in charge, and David 
Sheepshanks, who I know well 
from the Fbotball League, but 
he has only been an FA Coun- 
cillor for a year or so. 

“Of course, the chairman is 
elected every year; which I 
have always felt is a bit daft. It 
also means it is hard to get rid 
of someone mid-term." 

Stott, who lives in the 
Cheshire stockbroker belt in 
Wflmslow, knows all about try- 
ing and failing to achieve 
change within the FA. He said: 
“Ten years ago I was involved 


in submitting plans for re- 
structuring, and I recall walk- 
ing out of the meeting in 
Plymouth because of the petti- 
ness and arguing. 

“We were looking to cut the 
number of councillors, to have 
a board of directors drawn 
from the committees who 
would have the power to decide 
things, and to have an age limit 
as welL There are things we 
should be addressing again, 
there must be change but you 
must always be wary of hurting 
peoples’ feelings. You are ask- 
ing peopte to vote away their po- 
sitions, but these things have to 
be looked at 

“I'm looking for a happy 
medium, the middle ground 
But we have to be able to speed 
up derision-making and have an 
elected body say. eight peo- 
ple on a board to run things.” 


SPORT/27 

Bath 
act to 
rectify 
crisis 


RUGBY UNION 


BY ANDREW BALPOCK 

BATH YESTERDAY responded 
to their scrum -half injury crisis 
by signing Wasps’ England in- 
ternational Andy Gomarsall on 
loan. 

Gomarsall who won the last 
of his six caps against Argentina 
to 1S97, will be available fbrBath 
until 13 February, and is likely 
to be a replacement when New- 
castle visit the Recreation 
Ground this weekend. Go- 
marsall 24, has struggled to pin 
down a regular Wasps first- 
team place this season, fi ghting 
a three-way battle alongside 
Mike Friday and Marfyn Wood, 
while fading completely from 
the England picture. 

Bato wifi welcome his arrival 
after seeing their promising 
young Wfelsh prospect Gareth 
Cooper join the casualty list 
Cooper suffered a fractured 
eye socket during the Tetley’s 
Bitter Cup fourth round defeat 
by Newcastle last Saturday, 
and now faces a four week lay- 
off Already on the sidelines are 
the Scottish international Andy 
Nkol out Sor another month be- 
cause of cruciate knee liga- 
ment damage, and the New 
Zealander Jon Preston 
(Achilles tendon), leaving the 
South African Steve Hatley as 
Bath’s only fit scrum-half. 

The ailing European cham- 
pions have lost seven of their 
last eight league and cup 
matches, and all hopes of 
domestic silverware wfll dis- 
appear for a third successive 
season unless they can 
somehow turn around an 
erratic Premiership camp ai g n. 

Fran Cotton is back in con- 
flict with the Rugby Fbotball 
Union - this time over the pro- 
posed sfimming-down of the ad- 
ministrative structure of the 
sport in England. The lions 
manager and former England 
captain resigned as vice-chair- 
man of the Management Board 
last April in protest at RFU pol- 
icy. Now the newJoakUmon has 
come in for an ear-bashing 
from Cotton as The Reform 
Group, of which be is president, 
rejected the RFU’s working 
party report on counties and the 
future of the Council and Man- 
agement Board. “This docu- 
ment is dangerous,” said 
Cotton. “As the report stands, 
it further removes democracy 
from the membership.” 

The report, prepared by 
RFU vice-president and ex- 
England captain Budge 
Rogers, will recommend to a 
special meeting in March that 
administration below Twick- 
enham headquarters level 
should be carried out bj' 
strengthening the constituent 
bodies (basically the 27 coun- 
ties) who, as the RFU Council 
would be responsible for policy. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Prince’s 
147 break 
wasted 


SNOOKER 


JASON PRINCE has found cen- 
* tury breaks hard to come by 
throughout his career but made 
spectacular amends with a 147 
at Blackpool yesterday. 

However, the maximum 
' break was not enough to pre- 
vent the world No 39 suffering 
his ninth defeat in 10 matches 
fhL«; season. He lost 5-4 to Liv- 
erpool’s Ian Brumby in the 
final qualifying round of the 
British Open in Blackpool 

Prince, who has recorded 
just 12 centuries in nine years 
as a professional became the 
fifth player to compile a 147 and 
lose the match. 

Brumby led 4-1 when Prince, 
' from Ybrkshire, who will be 
part of the Northern Ireland 
team at next week’s Nations 
Cup to Newcastle, produced his 
break- the 25th maximum in 
the history of pro competition. 

Prince’s trickiest moment 
was the Mtb red where he was 
forced to bridge awkwardly 
over the yellow. “That was 
probably the most important 
shot," he said. Fhll of confi- 
» denee, Prince continued his 
ff comeback and claimed the next 

two frames before Brumby won 

the decider with a 68 break. 

“I would definitely trade the 
147 for a win. rve really got 
mixed feeling s because al- 
though Tm obviously proud of 

the break I need ranking points 

a lot more at the moment" 
Prince said. 


BOWLS 

WORLD INDOOR SINGLES CHAM- 
PIONSHIP (HopcoB-oa-Sea, Nor- 
folk) Brat rood: R Weale (Waf) be O 
Le Marquand (Jersey] 6-7 7-0 7-1 0-7 
7-2: N Booth (ITIJ bt N Watkins (Can) 
7-1 7*5 3-7 6-7 7-5: 1 Bond (Eng) bt J 
Wong (HK) 7-2 7-0 7-1; S Anderson 
(Ausfbc WW Wood (SCO) 7-4 7-4 1-7 
1-7 7-5. 

CYCLING 

Richard Virenque. who an- 
nounced his retirement follow- 
ing the drug scandal which 
rocked the Tour of France last 
year, will race For the Italian 
team Poiti in the upcoming sea- 
son. Virenque was the top rid- 
er of the Fesclna team thrown 
out of the Tour for allegedly us- 
ing banned substances. The 
2 9- year-old Frenchman has de- 
nied to have knowingly taken 
banned substances. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE: 
Rearranged fixtures: TOm 9 Feb: Dar- 
lington v Carlisle (from 10 Nov). Hm 23 
Few Bristol Rovers v GflUngham (from 
26 Dec); RtiSMd v Lincoln (tram 2 Jen). 
Ttae 2 Man Darlington v Exeter (from 
24 Oct). 

Aino 1MNDSCREBNS SHIELD: Re- 
wnagsd Items; The 19 Hartle- 
pooi v Preston: Rochdale v Stoke: 
Scunthorpe v Carlisle. Wigan * Scar- 
borough fall front 12 Jan). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

136 

The member of 
decibels achieved by 
Leicester supporters 
against Chelsea - 
making them the 
loudest fans in the 
Premiership this 
season. In second 
place are Leeds (1 33) 
and Arsenal (132). 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Tampa Bay 3 Toronto 4; De- 
troit 5 Montreal 1; Colorado 4 
Chicago 1 ; Edmonton 2 Dallas 2 (ot). 

RALLYING 

DAKAR RALIY 12th stage (Nona 
co Ttciile, Mauritania): Cars: 1 J- 
L Schlesser (Fr) Schlesser 7hr 9m In 
23sec: 2 J M Servia (Sp) Schlesser 
3min 56sec behind: 3 K Shinozuka 
(Japan) Mitsubishi +7:29: 4 M Pri- 
eto (Sp) Mitsubishi + 11 :30: 5 T De 
Lavergne (Fr) Nissan +1959: 6 H 
Masuofca (Japan) Mitsubishi +39: 1 2; 

7 J KJeJnschmidt (Ger) Mitsubishi 
+46:16; 8 S Servia (Sp) Nissan 
+50:02; 9 G Marcy (Bert Nissan 
+54:23: 1 0 G De Mevius (Bel) Nis- 
san +55:33, Overall: 1 Schlesser 
55hr 2 7 min 34 sec: 2 Prieto 20m in 
2 7 sec behind: 3 Kieinsdimldt + 1 hr 
31 min 40sec; 4 Shinozuka 
+2:1 0:42; 5 J M Servia +3:28:39; 
6 Masuoka +4:03:40; 7 S 
Peterftanse! (Fr) Nissan +4:50:17: 

8 De Lavergne +5:41:40; 9 De 
Mevius +10:32:09: 10 S Servia 
1 0:35:56. Motorcycles: 1 R Sainct 
(Fr) BMW 6hr 36min llsec; 2 FMe- 
onl (It) KTM Imfn 44sec behind; 3 


+5:46: 7 J Artarons (Sp) KTM 
+10:56; 8 O Gallardo (Sp) BMW 
+ 1 1:29: 9 1 Pujol (Sp) KTM +24:19: 
lO J Brucy (Fr) BMW +30:39. 
Overall: ( Safnct45hr4min 17sec 
2 Magnaldi 4:41 behind: 3 Meoni 
+17-5/; * Cox +24:46; S Tiainen 
+ 1:08:01; 6 Arcarons +:12:43: 7 
C Sotelo (Sp) Ytonaha +1:42:10; 8 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

raNTWS LEABUC Praodar Dhridon: 
Sunderland v Leeds Utd (7.0). I F A G UE 
CUP Group Obk Newcastle v 
Mkkflesbrougn (7.0). Group Three: West 
Bnxnwfeh v Mantfiesw Gty (70) (or Hot- 
saver Town FCJ- 

UMBOND LEAGUE Pleader DMdoc 

EmfeyvRtottey (7.30). 


BASKETBALL 
BUDHEBCR LEAGUE: Greater London 
v Derby (7.30). 


OTHER SPORTS 
BOWLS: World Indoor angles Champ- 
ionships (Hopmn-on-Sco. ftorfolk). 
SHOOKBt: Querying for Regal Scotdtfi 
Open. British Open and World Champ- 
ionships [NorbrecM Castle Hotel. Black- 
pool |. 


J Deacon (GB) KTM +2:30:49: 9 Safe 
+3:53:44; 10 C De Gavardo (Chile) 
KTM +4:31:12. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Howard Morris was yesterday 
named as the new St Helens 
chairman after Tom EJIard stood 
down for health reasons. Ellard, 
who is staying on the board, 
took over as chairman from Eric 
Ashton just over a year ago. 

RUGBY UNION 

Leicester have brought forward the 
kick-off time to 2.30pm for their 
next two home matches against Lon- 
don Scottish on Saturday and 
Gloucester a week later in an at- 
tempt to beat crowd and traffic 
problems with Leicester Qty who are 
also at home. 

POSTPQfgp; Wcfati Onllmgr Tfroptoy 


Pod A: Caerphilly v Etfinburgn Reivers. 
Pod B: Bridgend v Glasgow Caledonians. 
TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Swalec 
Cap Foortfi roaod: Orxtup B: Cras Keys 
25 Dunvant 14. Group Li Llandovery 22 
Canflff 40. HMsfc □ndtooge ‘Brooby Pod 
A: Neath 18 Natal Wildebeest 36. 

SAILING 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Wef- 
boumh Sevotffc day: Prwfcta* of Um 

IOC Cup: 1 GB 3Bpts; 2 Aus 32: 3 Swe 
27. Laser: OoM How final overall (af- 
ter 12 races, 1 discard): 1 B Ainslle 
34ptr. 2 R Scheldt (Br) 38; 3 K Sunes- 
son (Swe) 4 Bps. GB: 5 A Simpson 74; 
23 M Barron 201: 32 M Littlejohn 235; 
36 E Wright 247; 43 J Taylor 307: 57 P 
Goodison 384. Eur ope (after S races, 
I discard); 1 S MultaJa (Bn) Bpts; 2 M 
Manhqssee (Neih) 9; 3 A Mason (NZ) 1 2. 
GB: A S Robertson 1 3; 45 D Winsonley 
67: 4GJ Shgleton fifipts: 70 N Mirier 1 06 
Han GoMCup (after 8 races, 1 de- 
cani): 1 M Kusderwicz (Pol) 32ptK 2 F 
Loof (Swe) 44: 3 K Kuret (Croa) 50. GB: 
4 I Ptucy 53pts; 13 D MeUor 110 ; 31 J 
laa 198: 33 R Sanhouse 201 : » C Chun- 
Wey 232. 49er (after 11 races): 1 C 
Nicholson and E Smyth (Aus) 14pts: 2 A 
BeasheiandTCzIslaMSldMus) 5 9: 3 J and 
C McKee (U5) 20. GB: 10 T Robinson and 
I Walker 33; 12 A and I Budgen 42; 13 
P Bnxherton and N McDonald 42: 17 I 
Barter and D Philips 47; 2B A Stead and 
ZEHkx66;30ARkhardsonandPGreen- 
halgh 69; 83 G Farrar* *id D Jdwon 1 1 9: 
64NRtReraWandPHarsrrea¥esTZ2.Soi- 


Bolscn Mailer, B Wcstergaarti (Den) 
I4pts; 2 J Schumann. G Banr. I Borkcms- 
kl (Ger) 24: 3 R Heiner. P Van Nleterk. D 
De Rldder (Nech) 29. 68: 7 A 
Beadsworth, R Sydenham, B Parkin 42: 
20 L SnAft. O Stnwrt. R CruWohank 81 . 
NWs 470 GoU Flaw laftorG raeas): 

1 B Petit and J Francois Cuzon (Fr) 9pts 

2 E Brasiavetsand I Matvienko (Ukr) 24; 

3 C lbmaz and M Mitja (Stown) 25- GB: 
22 N Rogers and J GlanfWd 91. 

SKIING 

ALPINE WORLD CUP (Adefeodan, 


Soft) Men's giant stahwc 1 H Marer 
(Aut) 2 min 12.6Gsec (1:05.80 first run, 
1 .06.86 second run); 2 K A Aamodr f Nor) 
2:12.84 (1:05.96. 1:06.981: 3 B Raich 


1:07.50): 6 M Von GrQnlgen (Swti] 
2:13.96 (1:06.68. 1KJ7J0); TMBuechel 
(Uech) 2:14.05 (1:07.14. 1:06.91); 8 B 
Miller (US) 2:14.19 (1:07.34. 1:06.65): 
9 S Ebertiartcr (Aut) 2:14.21 (1:06.81, 
1:07.40): 10 P Ac cola (Swit) 2:14.52 
[1:07.00. 1:07.52). Overall stanMngK 
1 Von Grunigen 323pts; 2 Maler 321: 3 
Aamodr 274: h C Mayer (Aut) 261; 5 S 
Eberharter (Aut) 260. Work! Cup ovar. 
aB: 1 Maler 91 ipts: 2 Aamodr 683: 3 
Ebemarter 593; 4 L Kjus (Nor) 592: 5 May- 
er 553. 

SNOOKER 

BRITISH OPBi (Bbtfcpool) FMalqinl. 

round (Bvtariess need); Jftead 
bt D O'Kane (NZj 5-2: M Geudens (Bel) 
bt N Pearce 5-2: M Holt bt D Taylor (N Irt) 
5-2: DBnbowbtSAD (Pak) S-l; A Davies 
{INaflbiDGRN 5-2; NViUherbtG Greene 
5-1; A Burden bt T Chappd (Ulal) 5-3:0 
Harm (Aus) bt N Terry 5-2; M Gray bt P 


Jones bt S Judd 5-3; A Boisover bt M Davb 
5-3; W Brown bt J Ferguson 5-0; I Brum- 
by bt J Pnnce (N irf) $-4. 

SUMO 

Near nsAR GfMND nx/RNAMEwr 
flbkyo): Third day (of 15): OgtmsWW 
(4-0) bt AsNitvutaka (0-4); Hamanoshlma 


Dewaarashi (1-31 by default: TbcWnonada 
(2-2) bt KJrttalyoma (0-4); SNkfaNma (3-1) 
Of Watanolo (1-31; Hteo noumi (3-1) bt 
Gojoro (1-3): Tbchfnowata (2-2) bt Kalho 
(1-3): Tbldtsuumi (2-2) bt Kyokushuzan 
(1-3); "ferae (3-1) bt Mina to full (1-3); 
Kotoryu (2-y bt Aqglyama (2-2); Deil- 
ma (2-2) be TbW (2-2); Musoysma (3-1) 


ma(2-2)bc\ . 

bt fekatorlkl (0-4); Tochlazuma (3-1) bt 
Kotonowaha (2-2): ChJyotaJkaf (4-0) bt 
KoionJsWJd (1-3); Musastifanam (3-1) bt 
AMnoshima (2-2); Taka non ami (2-2) bt 
Kalo (1-3); Tamakasuga (1-3) bt 
fekanohana (1-3): Mbkanahana (4-0) bt 
losarouml (1-3J. 

TENNIS 

KOOTONG CLASSIC (Mribocme) 
Start stBBta, llr* rout A Agassi (US) 
bt P Koroa (Cz Rep) &-2 6-1: T En ovist 
(Swe) bt G Ivanisevic (Croa) 7-6 7-6: M 
Phiilppoussls (Aus) br T Henman (GB) 2-6 

6- 4 6-4; M Chang (USA) bt Y Kafelnikov 
(Rus) 6-7 6-3 7-5. 

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL (Ans) 
Start dngtts, second iwd: G Kuerten 
(Bra) bt 7 Wcodbrldge (Aus) 6-4 6-0: L 
Hewitt (Aus) bt N Kiefer (Ger) 6-4 6-2: 
A Goss (Spa) btJ-M Gambfli (USA) 6-3 

7- 5: A Corretia (Sp) bt m Rosset (Swit) 
4-6 6-3 7-6; K KUC« (Slovak) be C Pto- 


(Swe) bt G ivanlse 
PWJJppOMBlS (AUS) 
fr-4 6-4; M Chang 


9 (Slovak) l 
wltenbera 


stogies, se en ad round: V Williams (US) 
bt A Coeoer ISA) 7-6 6-2: A Sanche* 


P Scltnyder {Swit) bt K Habsudoua (Skwak) 
6-4 4-6 6-4: L Davenport (US) bt M-J Fer- 
nandez (US) 6-4 7-6; S Graf (Ger) bt S 
WBUams (US) 6-2 3^7-5: D\ten Roost (Bel) 
bt A Koumlkova (Rus) 6-1 6-2. 
HEnWEXEM mars OPEN (AodOaod) 
Stogies, second nxn± D Hrbaty (Slovak) 
btr MeUgeri (Br) 7-6 7-5: A Pavel (Rom) 
bt F Vicente (Sp) 6-3 6-4: F Mantilla (Sp) 
bt A Volnea (Rom) 1-66-1 6-4; 5 SchaUten 
(Nech) be D Vacek (Cz Rep) 6-4 6-4: B 
Steven (NZ) bt M Safin (Rus) 7-5 6-2: A 
Martin (Sp) bt G Raoux (Fr) 7-6 5-7 7-6. 
TASMANIAN INTERNATIONAL 
WOM0i*S TOURNAMENT (Hobart) 
Singles, second round: J Haiard-Decugls 
(Fr) bt E brarftova (Ukr) 6-3 6-4: S 
Plckowskl (Fr) bt A Smash nova (Isr) 6-2 4- 
6 6-1 ; C Black (Zor) bt L Fang (China) 6- 
3 6-3. 


FOOTBALL R E 5 U LT S 


TENNBITS SCOTTBH CUP 
SECOND ROUND 


SNrUm — P Montro se p 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE FEIST DnnStON 

JUrdrle — P Gfeeoocfc Mrcn .. P 

CALOR COUNTY ANTRHH SHIELD Sont- 
BnM: I4<mne»il. Cliftonvllle v DtsdOery 
NORTH WESTERN TRAMS LEAGUE ftrat 
P M » 1 c wi Po wp oo r.d: leek CSOB » CJvadte. 


ACopTHM- 

YcovUToum 1 Cjniffaiy 2 
r a«w id Notts County or Sited 
nOntNoeene SMeM Northern 
, OQ*sw- 
neid 2: Sainrtiorpe 0 Carlisle IMofdi aban- 
doned at haU-ame. frozen pitch) Scottish 
League first DMrioic Hamkon 0 Oydetor* 
1. League of HUes Gilbert Caa> Ouarter- 
Ifnal replay: Inter Cable -Tei Caraiff 2 Cwm- 
bran 1 . Cater 
SemMbui: Unfido 




pened: Preston v LlverpoaL Sueead DbiWcae 
(oB mCKftes postponed) . TMnl DHtatoK (Off 
matches postponed). League C^> Gruqp She 
PMpetot Nots County v Bradford. 
AVON MSUMMCE COMBMAIION Kret 
DhWoo: Bamei 3 Fulham 4. P mqu a e d: 
Oxford v Charters Portsmouth v Norwich; NH- 
«u3H v Ip sw ich. 


League Brst DMaleu: Thatcham 
3 HaiAle 0. (flW other matches postponed). 
Rynan League: {AB matches postponed) . Dr 
Martens Lcmm: /AB matches postponed). 
WBSttaiHCllMiKLeagtie:(Affnutiiapc5r- 
ponetfl. Arnett tauranoe Narttaem League: 
(AVnMdKS postponed). UnIBond Leag pujffff 
motrftespoujxmed). The Times BV Mh Cup 
TM i d- round: Oewe 0 OueerVs Pwa Rangers 
1. Poa tp e ued i Brighton v Coventry; wabaU 


SNOIA/ REPORTS in association with WorfdCouer Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Resort Area Comment Slopes (cm) Last Temp Forecast 


Detailed Independent snow and 
weather reports horn 180 resorts 

Pal 

First, obtain the access code for AUSiRIA 
the resort of your choice. Atpbacn 


Lwr Upr snow 


100% Fresh powder snow 90 110 11.1 -JC Changeable 


To listen to die latest snow and 
weather report; 


and weather report: 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed lour-page summary 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Atpbach .—.100% 

Good at altitude 

10 

1 70 

12.1 

-2C 

Unsettled 

Saaibach ..—99% 

Leogang area good 60 

80 

03.1 

-3C 

Cbld 

CANADA 







Lake Louise 100% 

Fresh powder 

100 

122 

11.1 

-4C Light snow 

FRANCE 







Courchevel ....95% 

New snow, aflleveis 80 

130 

13.1 

-4C 

Unsettled 

Risoul 45% 

New snow 

35 

55 

13.1 

8C 

Unsettled 

ITAiy 







Canazel 100 

Tbp slopes good 

40 

80 

11.1 

-4C Light snow 

Sauze D'Oubc 33% 

dotes only open 

20 

40 

11.1 

OC Changeable 

NORWAY 







Gel to —100% 

Bee) lent sew coverGO 

60 

6.1 

-14C 

Sunny 

SCOTLAND 







Nevis Range 100% 

Fresh drifting snow 30 

40 

13.1 

-2C 

variable 


SWITZERLAND 

Sc Moritz ...,100% Fresh snow cover 30 80 11.1 -5C Unsettled 

UNTIED STATES 

Aspen — 90% Packed poexJer 60 85 10.1 -SCBroten doud 

Information supplied by Ski Hottne 


Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you're covered. 


V«rio(Sp)blAl 


•(Ger) 2-6 6-3 6-2; 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

snw mo ridc orar. c ont The reported 


WORLDCOVER: 










all® 


28 


THE INDEPENDENT; 

ThurtdaTl4Jaouarr IMS 




SPORT 


SMITH’S RETURN TO THE BAR P26 # CRICKET’S ONE-DAY KNIGHT P25 


Venables on 
his way out 
at Palace 


TERRY VENABLES was on the 
verge of parting company with 
Crystal Palace last night after 
talirs with his chairman, Mark 
Goldberg. If Venables goes, 
Palace are expected to offer the 
manager’s position to Steve 
Coppell, who has filled the jab 
on two previous occasions and 
is currently the club’s director 
offbotbalL 

The imminent break with 
Venables is believed to bea di- 
rect result of Palace’s worsen- 
ing financial s ituat ion, although 


unhappiness with the team's 
performances. Palace have 
played poorly in recent weeks 
and are now languishing in the 
bottom half of the Ffrst Division. 

VfenaWes is expected to leave 
as soon as negotiations about a 
final severance payment are 
completed The {aimer England 
coach agreed a deal believed to 
be wortfa £750,000 a year when 
he accepted Goldberg's offer 
last June, shortly after the 
Palace owner txwk control of the 
dub. The pay-off may now be 
the subject of some acrimo- 
nious debate as money is in 
short supply at Palace. 

The dub said in a state- 
ment last night “Mark Gold- 
berg is having discussions with 
Terry Venables at the present 
time. These discussions are as 
amicable as they can be. The 
situation will be resolved mu- 
tually and an official statement 
on the matte* will be made with- 
in the next 48 hours. 1 * 

Venables believes he has 
not been given sufficient re- 
sources to rebuild the dub and 
said on Sunday that he was sur- 
prised by the timing of last 
week’s sale of Paul Warhurst to 
Bolton for £800,000 (Warhurst 
played for Bolton against 
Palace in a 3-0 defeat for the 
London side on Sunday). He is 
also unhappy with the prospec- 
tive sale of Matt Jansen, 
Palace's highly rated striker 
Jansen is likely to be sold 
within the nest fortnight, for 


FOOTBALL 


By Nick Harris 

and Alan nison 

around £5m, but it is understood 
that Newcastle, who had been 
favourites to secure his signa- 
ture until now, may lose out to 
another Premiership side, pos- 
sibly Aston Villa or Tottenham. 

Countering complaints 
about a lade of transfer funds, 
Goldberg has pointed out that 
Venables has brought in 13 
players in his brief reign. How- 
ever; despite the £i.3m pur- 
chase of tWO Chinamen, Fhn 
Zhiyi and Sun JihaL and the re- 
cruitment of Lee Bradbury 


N* 


Coppell: May take control 

l£lj>m from Manchester City), 
and Craig Moore and Gordian 
Petrie (£800,000 and £300,000 
from Rangers), Palace’s re- 
sults have not improved. 

When Venables goes, his as- 
sistant Terry Fenwick looks 
certain to follow him. Goldberg 
is then expected to offer Fen- 
wick’s job to John Cartwright, 
who returned to Palace last 
year to run the dub’s football 
academy. Cartwright managed 
Palace's highly successful youth 
team of the Late 1070s, when, 
ironically; Venables was first- 
team manager and Fenwick 
played in Cartwright's side. 

Coppell has managed Palace 
twice before. His first spell 
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ACROSS 

I Lambeth resident 
shrewd man (10) 

6 States monarch to be 
one guilty of exploitation 
(4) 

10 Church vessel used for 
dairy product? (5) 

II Nobody’s seen just after 
arriving at hospital de- 
partment - it's m New 
York (9) 

12 Total will be covered by 
a direct debit (3) 

13 Condescend to be asso- 
ciated with new transla- 
tion of Gide (5) 

14 President embarrassed 
about function being 
stented (9) 

15 Not wbat^u’d call pri- 
vate medicine? (3-11) 

18 Old teamaker VIP car- 


ried around to make 
drink (10,4) 

22 Benypest blighted el- 

24 Waste of water in Corn- 
wall... (5) 

25 -.pale blue water (3) 

26 One reaction in a slate 
of emotional distress is 
to find fault (9) 

27 Satisfied article should 
be put in as intended (5) 

28 Philosophical type is 

taking a long time (4) 

29 Chinese, for instance, 
are behind France ini- 
tially (3,7) 

DOWN 

1 Crash investigators fi- 
nally gave opinion in a 
Court (8) 

2 Sale starting with third 


item? Care needed (7) 

3 Philosopher’s work 
bearing fruit in Central 
American country? (6,8) 

4 Abrasive agent appears 
upset when crossing 
central London (9) 

5 Declare woman's taken 
off a little weight (5) 

7 Beverage brewed in NE 
first (7) 

8 Capital, a bot and dry 
one? (6) 

9 They’ll enclose a quota- 
tion, as a rule (8,6) 

16 Act as arbitrator in 
plant, then give up (9) 

17 Bones in knee, lots the 
worse for wear (8) 

19 Compete, and succeed - 
goocf television (7) 

20 well-developed men fail 
to excite (7) 

21 Agente importing pri- 
marily cinnamon, ginger 
and nutmeg? (6) 

23 Volunteers to escort a 
soldier climbing in for- 
est (5) 
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ended when he resigned fol- 
lowing Palace’s relegation from 
the Premiership in 1993. He re- 
turned briefly as technical di- 
rector two years later and again 
when he replaced Dave Bassett 
following his departure for Not- 
tingham Iforest two years ago. 

Coppell promptly led Palace 
to promotion, but was moved 
into his present role following 
a run of poor results in mid-sea- 
son. Attflio Lombardo took over 
as caretaker player-manager 
but was unable to halt the slide 
towards rdega turn- 

in the past Coppell has said 
that he regards himself as “a 
Palace man”, but it remains to 
be seen whether he would step 
into the breach thus time. He 
was unhappy with the way he 
was moved aside last year and 
may feel thathe would have too 
much to lose if he became 
manager. Whoever takes 
charge could face the prospect 
of fighting a relegation battle 
and having to sell players. 

Goldberg had difficulty rais- 
ing the fimds to complete his 
takeover of the dub from Ron 
Noades last summer: palace 
are understood to owe Elm to 
Noades, who is also owed a fur- 
ther £45m by Goldberg in loans 
- due to be repaid in June 2003 
-arising from the deaL Goldberg 
and Noades yesterday agreed to 
to relax Palace's payment terms 
to help the dub over their cur- 
rent financial difficulties. 

Goldberg is also being sued 
by bis solicitors, S J Berwin, for 
more than £400,000 in costs 
arising from his purchase of the 
club. 

Goldberg is also in talks with 
Jim McAvqy, who took over as 
Palace’s chief executive last Oc- 
tober in an effort to sort out the 
dub’s various business diffi- 
culties. McAvoy said: “I make 
no pretence about my disquiet 
regarding the decisions he is 
currently making at the club. I 
expect to make a more de- 
tailed statement within the 
next 48 hours." 



Terry Venables (left) and assistant Terry Fenwick during their last match in charge of Palace, Sunday’s defeat by Bolton Harry McGuire 

United make Roa top target 


MANCHESTER UNITED are to 
make a £6m move to sign the 
Argentinian international goal- 
keeper Carlos Roa to fill Peter 
Schmeichel’s gloves. 

United's manager; Alex Ffer- 
guson, has decided that the 
South American, whose form 
has been one of the principal 
factors behind Real Mallorca’s 
unexpected challenge for the 
Spanish title, is the man for the 
job of replacing the Dane. 

Ferguson was impressed 
with Roa in the World Cup fi- 
nals, when he became a na- 
tional hero for saving David 
Batty’s penalty and putting 


by Alan nkon 

England out of the competition. 
United’s scouts have been reg- 
ular visitors to Mallorca’s 
matches for the past couple of 
months since Schmeichel an- 
nounced his retirement, and 
every report has been good. 

Ferguson’s brother Martin, 
the club’s chief European 
scout, also saw Roa in top form 
as Mallorca beat Real Madrid 
last weekend to continue their 
challenge for the champion- 
ship. Contact has now been 
made with Roa's agents and 
with the Spanish dub about a 


summer more for the 28-year- 
old goalkeeper. 

Mallorca will not sen now- 
and United are willing to wait 
-as they have the chance of do- 
mestic honours and the Euro- 
pean Cup-Winners’ Cup, in 
which they are in the last eight 
along with Chelsea. However; a 
deal should go through in the 
summer Roa would need to 
apply for a work permit, but as 
Argentina's regular No 1 that 
should be no problem. 

Roa is big, brave and athletic. 
His age is ideal for a goalkeep- 
er and he would play his peak 
years at Old TraffbrcL The only 


drawback is thathe speaks lit- 
tle Fn gfish- News that be is 
United’s choice might also 
boost Schmeichel His form 
dipped so dramatically that 
Ferguson thought about sign- 
ing a new goalkeeper sooner 
rather than later 

Schmeichel may be rested 
for United’s trip to Leicester on 
Saturday He returned to Old 
Trafford this week after his 
holiday in Barbados, and Fer- 
guson has hinted that he may 
continue with his second-dunce 
goalkeeper; Raimond van der 
Gouw, at Filbert Street 
fWguson intends to check if 


Schmefifoel is pfrysicafry and 
mentally right to return. The 
manager da fined after Sun- 
day’s victory oyer West Ham 
that the rest periods for his 
World Cup men were over, but 
be may allow the Dane anoth- 
er match off 

“We will wait and see,” said 
Fterguson. “We will see how 
much Rtterhas eqjoyedbunsdf 
while he was away” 

United have let their 21- 
year-old Norwegian striker 
Erik Nevi andjoin the Swedish 
dub, IFK Gothenburg, on loan 
for the Scandinavian summer 
season. 


Germans are afraid 
of us, says Sir Bobby 


— , «7 1 <3>. Tr\ .fa, i— : 


SIR BOBBY CHARLTON last 
nigbt accused his oW advepary 
Franz Beckenbauer of trying to 
score political points in a bid to 
undermine England’s bid to 
secure the vote to stage the 
2006 World Cup. 

Beckenbau e r has once again 
raised the issue of the so-called 
“gentleman’s agreement" in 
which England are alleged to 
have promised their support to 
Germany if, in return, that 
country backed the Euro 96 
campaign. “He keeps going on 
about it and he should forget it/’ 
Sir Bobby said. “It’s taken a lot 
of time arguing the case." 

Speaking at the Football 
Expo trade fair in Cannes, Sir 
Bobfiy also declared that Eng- 
land’s World Cup 2006 rivals 
were “afraid" of the English bid. 
“We have no divine right [to 
stage the tournament],” said Sir 
Bobby, “but what we have are 
safe grounds, no fences, and no 
major police presence.” 

Despite having staged Euro 
96, he stressed, England had 
not hosted the world’s premier 
football competition since 1966, 
when he and his team-mates 
won the tournament 1 hear 
things from our rivals, from 
Germany and South Africa, 
about why the World Cup 
should not come to England," 
said Sir Bobby. “But the one 
thing that is consistent is that 
every time a statement comes 

out from one of our competitors 

about the World Cup, they in- 
variably mention Engla nd. Why 
is that? It is because they are 
afraid of us. They respect the 
strength of our bid for the 
things that we can offer” 

Sir Geoff Hurst, the hat-trick 
hero of the 1966 World Cup 


BY ANDREW WARSHAW 
in Cannes 

final and the English campaign 
team’s other leading ambas- 
sador; welcomed the sale of 
Wembley stadium and said the 
rebuilding of it would be a key 
milestone in the campaign. 
“Wembley is one of the cor- 
nerstones of our very strong 
bid," Sir Geoff told an informal 
press conference. “The latest 
news is marvellous." 

He also expressed complete 
confidence that the recent res- 
ignations of the Football Asso- 
ciation chairman, Keith 
Wiseman, and the chief execu- 
tive, Graham Kelly would have 
no bearing whatsoever on the 
English bid. “The bid is not 
about one or two personali- 
ties,” be said. “It’s about a 
strong team making a bid for 
the country as a whole. I see it 
as a small bump on a long, 
tough road We're almost for- 
gotten about it already.” 

Sir Bobby agreed “It does 
not affect the bid one iota in the 
context of the world and that’s 
the opinion of the Fife [world 
governing bofiyjdelegates who 

mattei^liesald 

Beckenbauer, who is also in 
Cannes promoting the Ger- 
man bid, agreed it was time to 
stop invoking the gentleman's 
agreement, brokered by Sir 
BertMinidqp and Uefe officials 
when MiDidbip was in charge of 
the FA. “The English hare a 
new leadership and it is an in 
tiie past now,” Beckenbauer 
said The president of the Ger- 
man campaig n team had ear- 
lier said he was surprised that 
the English FA continued to try 
to ignore the accord that was 


struck by senior members of 
Uefe, the European governing 
body. “We did not count on the 
candidature of the English,” 
said Beckenbauer, Germany’s 
former World Cup captain and 
manager. “We supported Eng- 
land to get the European 
Championship in 1996 so we ex- 
pected support from them for 
the World Cup. We were a little 
disappointed." 

Beckenbauer was pho- 
tographed alongside Sir Bobfiy 
his rival ambassador in the 1 
English camp. He said the two 
remained good friends despite 
their respective tasks in the 
race to stage the 2006 tourna- 
ment “The last time 1 saw 
Bobby was at the Manchester 
United- Bayern Munich game,” 
Beckenbauer said. “We often 
meet I like him very much. He's 
doing his job and Tm doing 
mine which is how it should be.” 

Beckenbauer, respected 
throughout the game, was mag- 
nanimous when it came to Eng- 
land’s qualifications to stage the 
Worid Cup. “In my opinion, 
England and Germany has an 
equal chance,” he said. “We, like 
them, can offer everything. T 
can’t say which is the best be- 
cause ultimately it's not up to 
me. It’s for the Fife executive 
committee to deride.” 

Beckenbauer hinted strong- 
ly, however; that South Africa 
was still the favourite provided 
, they could persuade Fife they 
could provide a sophisticated 
enough infrastructure, some- 
thing the English campaign 
team severely doubts. 

“The next logical step is for 
the World Cup to go to South 
Africa," Beckenbauersaid. “The 
question is, is Africa ready?” 


Getting any business started 
with e-commerce applications 
requires the skills and support 
of more than one company. 

This is why Sun Microsystems 
has forced affiances with 


e-commerce organisations to 
help its customers. 
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Morse is proud to be one of 
Sun's partners. With first hand 

experience of putting our ww, 

©-commerce systems in place, 
we have much to offer. 

To find out more about this, 
and why Morse is Sun's largest 
Partner in Europe, please visit 


&Sun 
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on a 
stalk 


by Anna Pavord 




It earned its place in history by sending 
an entire country mad. And the tulip 
remains ‘the most seductive, the 
most capricious, the most various, subtle, 
powerful and intriguing flower that has 
ever grown on earth’ 


T uhpomama is supposed to have 
died with the great crash in Am- 
sterdam in 1637, when the state 
finally intervened to bring to an 
end three years of frenzied 
trading in the flower, That any- 
way, is what historians tell us. 
But they are wrong. TViKp mad- 
ness Is still irresistibly with us. 
1 know, because Fm a demented slave to the flower 
myself, and rm not alone. In Australia, Japan and 
the US, in Chile, South Africa and New Zealand, in 
France, Italy and the Netherlands, tufip growers are 
falling over themselves to keep up with demand for 
this extraonfinaiy flower; the sexiest, the most capri- 
p clous, the most various, subtle, powerful and 
intriguing flower that has ever grown on earth. 

It has had an adventurous life, full of more real 
dr amas than any Hollywood screenwriter would ever 
dare to invent Holland was the setting for one of 
its strangest escapades; the craze for tu li ps that 
raged there between 1634 and 1637 has puzzled his- 
torians ever since. How was it possible that at the 
height of the fever; one bulb of the tulip ‘Admiral van 
Enkhinjsetf could sefl for the equivalent of 15 years’ 
wages for the average Amsterdam bricklayer? 

It was parity a matter of timing. .The Dutch East 
India Company had been set up in 1602 and this, 
pnmhhwjd with Amsterdam’s increasing importance 
ss a port, marked the beginning of an era of great 
prosperity for the Dutch. Merchants got rich and, 
in fteirwafe lawyers, doctors, pharmacists and jew- 
ellers too. The tulip, only recently introduced from 
the East, became the ultimate stains symbol, the 
definitive emblem of how much you were worth. In 
the 1980s, the city trader's Porsche performed the 
same function, though in a cruder way. 

Ami the flower itself had a unique trick that added 
dange rou sl y to its other attractions. It could change 
coloui; seemingly at will A plain red tulip might 
emerge the foDowingspringmacomptet^dife^ 
guise, the petals feathered and flamed in intricate 
patterns of white and deep red. Though, tulip lovers 
of the time did not know it, these “breaks” were 
caused byavirus, spread by aphids, but the research 
providing the answer to a mystery that intrigued 
and ensnared tulip growers for centuries was car- 
ried out only in the late 1920s. 

The very concept of a “virus” was not understood 
in the modem sense until the 1880s. And only the 
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advent of the electron micro- 
scope in the late 1920s gave re- 
searchers the necessary means 
to unravel its true nature. Early 
growers had a thousand theories 
on the best way to bring about the 
magic break Some, taking their 
cue from contemporary al- 
chemists, laid powdered paint 
on their tulip beds, expecting 
the colours miraculously to affect 
the flowers. It was no stranger 
than the alchemists' own at- 
tempts to turn base metal into 
gold In fact it was rather better; 
for while the alchemists consist- 
ently foiled in their endeavours, 
the tulip growers occasionally 
succeeded They just did not know 
why. 

Connoisseurs throughout Eu- 
rope (and in the Ottoman Empire} 
had always rated “broken" flow- 
ers more highly than plain- 
coloured ones. For that reason, 
the broken flowers were the ones 
that commanded outrageous 

prices. But the virus was the joker 

in the tulip bed. Because its 
cause was not known, its effects 
could not be controlled Virus- 
weakened tulips did not produce 
offsets as freely and rigorously as 
virus-free bulbs. Fine broken var- 
ieties such as ‘Semper Augustus' 
were slow to increase and that, 
too. increased their value. 

Those who could not afford the 
tulips themselves commissioned 
artists such as Ambrosius Boss* 

. chaert and Balthasar van derAst 
to paint them. Even the grand 
master of Dutch flower painting, 
Jan van Huysum, could rarely 
command more than 5,000 
guilders for a painting. But a sin- 
gle bulb of the tulip Admiral Li- 
effeens’ changed hands for 4,400 
guilders at a bulb auction in Alk- 
maar on 5 February 1637. So the 


priceless flower paintings we now ogle in the Na- 
tional Gallery are there only because some poor sap 
in Amsterdam could not afford the real thing. 

Across the North Sea, England was not immune. 
Under the Stuarts, for instance, this country wit- 
nessed two dril wars, a regicide, a republic, a 
restoration and a revolution in breathless succes- 
sion. But what was the gardener and staunch royal- 
ist Sir Thomas Hanmer (1612-1678) of Bettisfield, 
in F lintshir e, doing during this time? With one hand 
he was levying 200 supporters of the king to help 
him defend his patch in north Wales. With the other 
he was sending tulips to John Lambert (1619-1683), 
one of Cromwell’s generals. Lambert, like Hanmer 
a besotted tulip fancier, lived at Wimbledon Manor. 
Fbr his garden, Hanmer sent him “a very great 
mother-root of Agate Hanmer", one of his best tulips, 
coloured greyish-purple, deep scarlet and white. 

Throughout the cataclysmic events of 17th- 
century England - the comings and goings of kings 
and Protectors, the Gunpowder Plot, the plague, the 
Great Fire of London - the tulip reigned, untoppled, 
on its flowery throne. It was the most sought after; 
most precious plant of the 17th-century garden, the 
flower of the age. This was not just in Britain. The 
tulip ruled aO Europe, holding sway in the Bavar- 
ian gardens of the Prince Bishops at WUrzburg and 
at Nymphenbuig, the summer residence of the Elec- 
tors; in the parterres at Schonbrunn, in the Haps- 
burg palace in Vienna; in the Mirabelle Gardens 
originally built for Archbishop Dietrich outside the 
city walls of Salzburg; at Saint Clou], Hauts-d e-Seine 
in France, where the Due tT Orleans, brother of Louis 
XIV employed the foie painter Nicolas Robert to 
record his fabulous collection of tulips. 

Tulips, too, mapped the movements of many of 
(hose persecuted for their religous beliefs. Like mes- 
sages written in invisible ink, tulips emerged slowly 
in the new grounds that Flemish and French 
refugees were forced to seek in the wake of Philip 
ITs Catholic crusades. 

hi the second half of the 16th century, these 
Protestant Huguenots most probably brought the 
tulip into England from Flanders. Long before the 
Dutch cornered the market, this was the most im- 
portant centre of tulip breeding in Europe. Some 
settled in Norwich. Others, such as the Flemish 
b otanis t Lobelius, settled around Lime Street in the 
City of London. Huguenot refugees brought the tulip 
into Ireland, too, where the Dublin Florists’ Soci- 


ety was founded in 1746 by officers in the Huguenot 
regiments that had fought for Prince William of 
Orange at the Battle of the Boyne. 

In Michigan, tulips arrived with a later wave of 
eariy-19th-century Dutch immigrants, members of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, persecuted by King 
Willem L Under their leaden the Rev van Raalte, 
they quickly colonised Michigan’s plains, establishing 
a regular demand for European plants. The demand 
was bravely met by a new kind of tulip entrepreneur 
the travelling salesman. The Dutchman J B vender 
Scfaoot tl 825-1878) spent six months in 1849 trav- 
elling through the US taking orders for tulip bulbs. 

But, for me, the only tulipomania that matters 
is the one that rages around the English florists' 
tulips, the most beautiful tulips in the world. These 
were bred, for the most part, by 19th-century en- 
thusiasts such as the Rev William Wood, a Unitar- 
ian minister at the Mill HOI Chapel, Leeds; Tbm 
Storer of Derby, railwayman and tulip maniac 
who, lacking any garden, grew his tulips along 
Derbyshire's railway embankments; John Slater of 
Cheetham HilL, Manchester who bred the supremely 
elegant feathered ned-and- white ‘Julia Fhrnese’; and 
Sam Barlow, whose life as apprentice, manager and, 
finally proprietor of the Stakehill Bleach Works at 
Castieton could have provided the entire plot of 
an Arnold Bennett novel. They were all florists in 
the original sense of the word, devoting them- 
selves s ingl e- mjn decDy to the culture of a par- 
ticular flower; developing it by their own 
breeding to conform to a tightly laid 
down set of rules, and showing it 
in sometimes viciously contested 
competitions. 

A Lancashire man, Barlow was 
bom in Medlock Vale, the son of “one .. 
of that band of earnest and enthusias- 

tic working-men botanists who have done 
so much to create a love of beauty and 
sweetness in the too frequently unlovely life 
of the Lancashire manufacturing districts". 
(Gardeners’ Chronicle, April 1883) When his 
father died, Barlow, aged 39, was made 
manager of the Stakehill bleach works. 

Just six years later, he became 
its owner. 

In its day, Stakehill was regarded as a 
perfect example of the way in which “high 
culture and exquisite taste can be associated 


INSIDE 



in the dosest manner with the requirements of man- 
ufacturing industry^. Paintings by artists erf the Man- 
chester School covered the walls of Barlow’s house. 
More daringly, be also acquired one of the first Im- 
pressionist pictures to be bought by an English col- 
lector A VUlage Street, Louveciennes, painted in 
2871 by Camille Pissarro. Cabinets overflowed 
with “ceramic curiosities''. Outside, wagonloads of 
soil were brought by railway from a plot Sam Bar- 
low owned at Great Dimes Head, Llandudno, to re- 
place the poisoned earth of the neighbourhood. Here 
Barlow built up the biggest collection of English 
florists' tulips that anyone had ever seen. 

He spared no expense on his hobby and very 
much poorer florists such as David Jackson, a silk 
weaver living at Middleton, benefited. Barlow had 
set his heart on acquiring a tulip bred by Jackson 
around 1865 and named after his wife. It was a strik- 
ingly fine flower; with white petals heavity feathered 
in glossy black. He wanted, of course, the whole stock 
of the variety, so that nobody else could say they had 
it, and offered Jackson the weight of the bulbs in 
gold. He ended up paying even more but as the Scot- 
tish florist James Douglas said at the time, “they 
are weak in the head about Manchester”. 

On 28 May 1893, Barlow, the man who “created 
a floral paradise amid a forest of chimney shaft s", 
died after falling down the stairs of his Manches- 
ter warehouse. Fittingly, his name lives on in a tulqi, 
raised by a fellow florist, the railwayman Hun 
Storer The flames licking the petals of Sam 
Barlow’s gold-and-scariet flower commemo- 
rate the heartbreaking devotion of generations 
of past florists. Of the hundreds of tulip so- 
cieties that once existed in this country 
only the Wakefield Tulip Society in York- 
shire remains. In the petals of the ex- 
quisite, rare tulips still exhibited in 
competition each year by the Wakefield 
I florists, runs the blood of flowers first 
’ grown by John Evelyn and John Rea in 
the 17th century. This is the tuKpoma- 
nia that matters. 

Anna Ptwordwrites on gardening every 
Saturday in "the Independent'. 7b 
order her book, The Tldsp’ (Btooms- 
bury) at the special price of £25 (p&p 
, extra), can 01634298 036 quoting the ref- 
erence *25 tulip’ 
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NHS in crisis 

Sin ib say that Florence 
Nightingale would be shocked and 
saddened were she to return to a 
present-day hospital ward would be 
an understatement 
During the century after she 
founded the nursing profession as 
we knew it to be a nurse wasa 
source of pride and fulfilment The 
“old-fashioned" ward sister knew 
and cared about every patient on 
her ward, knew, taught and 
counselled each nurse under her; 
organised and managed her team 
from senior doctor to lowly cleaner 
and was a mother figure to aU on 
her ward. She was the respected 
and esteemed team leader who 
knew how to get the best out of her 
staff. A. manager in mufti with a 
clipboard can never command the 
same qualities. 

lb work on a well-organised 
ward with a good sis ter was a 
pleasure: very hard work but 
fulfilling as one felt valued by the 
patients, the team and society. What 
we earned was less important 
ANN PUGH 
Yorlz 

Sir. The “flu crisis" has led to 
another staff shortage in the NHS. 
This will no doubt give way to 
another round of pay claims, the 
most eagerly highlighted by the 
media being that from nurses. 

Could I shock you by saying that 
hour for hour a junior doctor earns 
roughly the same as a nurse? They 
only earn the “fortune" perceived 
because they work such long hours 
- because there aren't enough 
doctors. 

It is the whole work force of the 
NHS that counts. Nurses, doctors, 
porters, cleaners and even 
(reluctantly) managers. Without 
them the NHS is doomed, so all 
reasonable pay demands must be 
meL 

However, before April we will be 
told that public funds will not 
stretch, and then the public and the 
politicians will have a choice. Do we 
want taxes to remain as low as they 
are. or do we want a health service 
that is full of well-motivated, well- 
trained and physically and mentally 
alert staff? Because we cant have 
hoth. 

You get what vou pav for. 

Dr C COLE 

Queer: .Alexandra Hospital 
Cosliam. Ha mpshire 

Sir. We shall enter the new 
millennium as we leave this one 
with public health care in crisis. Not 
because of finite resources but 
because health, like housing and 
education, is a poor competitor 
when compared with the 
■essentials" of sodetysuch as 
advertising, weapons and banking. 

This absurdity is a consequence 
of running society in the interests of 
ih» • w cabby Governments cannot 
withstand the rich as they move 
tfa.ir investments to the profitable 
areas of the globe. Hence countries 
compete for investment by offering 
Wav wages, low taxation and poor 
social welfare. 

If we wish to institute social 
health uc must remove power from 
the rich Then we can set humane 
urorifics. 

KIC BEST 
Lu::cvwfer 

Sir Do r.ot be fooled by the 
Viet, nan fagade at our Chelsea site 
As you say. the Royal Marsden is 3 
w t'.riii rcaiAWT.ed centre >~\Ve must 
pay up to prevent the decline of our 
health service \ 6 January >. We 
o.i.il'iuot :n.im:ain our reputation at 
the torwrent of cancer care, 
treatment and research d we did 
not ir.ves; ir. buildings and facilities 
In the pj>t seven years nearly 
t'.Vm has lieen spent on new wards, 
operate; v, theatres, treatment and 
i tngnr.vtic iaobties for example. 

'.1 e unravel a new clinical btock in 
hW our purpose-designed 

ciulihv:; s unit evened in I Wo; a 
fi.n cnctfic imaging department and 
breast kifa,unor,l:eu:*jl opened in 
a fully integrated haeruato ■ 

• i:to;;ugy unit m 19P7 and a 
r.*::ab:Ltatiu::unit with a whole 
rar.ee af facilities for patients 
r«. L la annu from cancer treatment 
;;; 

'C: are designed to be accessible 
,;n- i v.v:i organised for patients ;ir.d 
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Signs of God No 4: A signed conversation takes place in the vestry of St Mary of the Angels, Cardiff, which serves a well-organised community of 
deaf Christians Tim Hett^rington 


accommodating to new clinical 
practices and the latest medical 
technology. Our expertise in 
radiotherapy, for instance, is 
recognised by an 150 (International 
Standards Organisation) 9001 
quality standard. We are continuing 
to invest in the fabric of the hospital 
for the sake both of patients 
receiving care and of staff 
delivering it 
TESSA GREEN 
Chairman 

Royal Marsden NHS Trust 
London SW3 

Sin Jeremy Laurance highlights an 
issue with which I am all too 
familiar (“Cash shortage keeps 
woman in hospital for 10 months” . 

12 January). There are two 
fundamental problems - the 
division between health and social 
services and chronic underfunding. 

Responsibility forolderpeople's 
health and social care should be 
vested in a single community care 
authority to ensure that older 
people receive services which meet 
their individual needs. 

Age Concern receives many calls 
where health authorities and local 
authorities say that they cannot foot 
the bill for nursing home care. This 
situation could become more 
critical in the light of the recent 
High Court decision which firmly 
places the sale responsibility of aQ 
nursing care on the NHS. The 
Government needs to issue 
guidance on this as soon as possible 
to ensure that the rights of people 
like Nellie O'Reardon are dear and 
that they are not left waiting for 
funding. Older people who need 
residential care now cannot afford 
to wait for new policies which might 
take years to implement. 

SALLY G RE ENG ROSS 
Director Grarnti 
Age Conan: 

London SWj 6 

Public and private 

Sir The Robin Cook saga has 
□gain posed the question. “Is a 
person's private behaviour 
relevant to their public 
performance’.'” Of there who claim 


that episodes of human fallibility in 
private are proof of hitherto 
undiscovered public inadequacies 
I ask for evidence, for the reverse 
is often the case. 

The world of politics is littered 
with people whose private 
inadequacies would initially lead 
one to think them incapable of 
their public roles, but they seemed 
to cope. Churchill's fondness for a 
dram didn't prevent him leading 
the nation through the Second 
World War, Lloyd George’s 
predilection for the opposite sex 
didn't prevent him leading the 
country and at least one ex- 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
had some difficulty remembering 
to pay his Visa bill 

Conversely, wasn't Adolf Hitler 
reputedly very good with children? 
LAWRENCE ROBERTS 
Winterton, Lincolnshire 

Sin The view is being expressed, in 
support of Mrs Cook's revelations 
concerning her husband, that the 
humiliation suffered at his hands 
justifies her actions. Howevec in 
cases of domestic violence, it is 
said, quite rightly, that there is no 
provocation which would ever 


justify a husband striking his wife. 
How therefore, is it possible to 
justify Mrs Cook’s actions? It 
seems to me that Mr Cook has 
been duffed up in a quite 

frightening manner. 

P GORDON 

Bournemouth.Do'rset - 

Fluoride ‘choice* 

Sin Pamela Taylor (letter, 12 
January) argues that the water 
industry's proposals offer choice 
over whether to fluoridate 
supplies. I would be interested to 
hear what choice I have as a 
consumer if I wish to avoid 
imbibing excess fluoride in my 
democratically fluoridated 
water. Pay my water rates and 
buy battled water, presumably. 

The one method of preventing 
dental caries that has no malign 
side-effects, is more effective 
than any other method, and 
actually saves money, is 
reducing intake of refined sugar 
in all its forms. Of course, 
there’s no profit in it. Or am I 
being cynical? 

CHARLES HARRIS 
London NW3 


Sir: Hamish McRae asks why 
the EU is more corrupt than its 
constituent countries 
("Corruption's bad for your 
wealth", 12 January). Isn't the 
answer that we are all more 
prone to cheating members of 
a different tribe/famUy/coantry 
than to cheating our own? 

The moral: keep the EU budget 
to a minimum. 

RSMUSGRAVE 

Durham 

Sin With reference to your 
article on the BT Newcastle 
call centre (Magazine, 

2 January), your comments on 
Newcastle were as predictable 
as expected. “A city that is 
struggling to leave the 19th 
I century]"- get a life: 
Newcastle is one of the most 
vibrant cities in the country. 


IN BRIEF 

“£16.000 per year ... is as good 
as it gets in a depressed post- 
industrial town” - well, I'm an 
ordinary working person and I 
earn for more than that, as do 
most of my associates. 

PHIL DENT 

Chcster-le-5treet. Durham 

Sin Elizabeth Stuart (letter, 

12 January) says that the point 
of the Christ event lies not in 
what Jesus did but in who he 
was. It is this kind of theology - 
making fantastical claims for 
things invisible - which has 
allowed the churches for 
centuries to ignore the 
teachings of Jesus in favour of 
falling out over esoteric 
metaphysical speculation 


Sir Ninety-eight per cent of 
Europeans do not consume 
drinking water to whichfluoride 
has been added. The 2 per cent 
are, almost exclusively in the 
British Isles. There are no 
"communities wanting 
fluoridation” Getter; 12 January). 
PATRATTIGAN 
Chesterfield, DerhgsJwne 

Virgin’s price 

Sin I feel compelled to correct the 
impression that you gave in your 
two articles on Virgin Radio (12 
January). 

Perhaps uniquely among the 
major British radio stations the 
management (as opposed to the 
shareholders) ofVIrgm Radio has 
remained unchanged over the last 
five years. 

On 6 May 1997 Virgin and 
Capital announced that they had 
entered into an agreement to sell 
Virgin Radio for £85m. Virgin did 
not sell its radio station fora 
materially different consideration 
to Ginger Even after a deduction 
far Virgin's investment in Ginger; 
the c ash proceeds from the 
transaction were well in excess of 


about his identity. Jesus in the 
sky is safe and useftil for 
shoring up the claims of the 
churches; Jesus the man with 
both feet planted on the 
ground is as dangerous to the 
establishment today as he was 
way back when. 

MICHAEL WRIST 
Ely, Cambridgeshire 

Sir: Could the designers of 
motor cars be encouraged to 
include as a fixture a personal 
breathalyser kit? I ftxlly 
recognise the “Don't drink and 
drive” advice, but people still 
take risks, and to have the 
opportunity at hand to check 
one's alcohol level before 
taking the wheel might be a 
useftil warning. 

Mrs PRUE SKINNER 
Winchester 


£50m, and not £1 6m as you have 
suggested 

There was no need for an 
amazing “tum-around” to reach 
the announced profits in October 
because the company had been 
generating operating profits for 
the two prior years. Richard 
Branson and Virgin Interests had 
never consequently needed to 
invest over £lOm. 

KENNETH EBBETT 
Chief Executive 
Virgin Media Group 
LxmdonWl 

Islam hijacked 

Sir: As an older Muslim, it saddens 
me and many of my generation to 
observe Islam being hqaeked by 
men like Osama bin Laden and 
Saddam Hussein, reduced in 
spirituality and then used as a 
political tool of violence, afi which 
is having a negative effect on 
impressionable younger Muslims 
and on how Islam is perceived in 
general. 

Many Muslims protested for an 
end to the recent bombing of Iraq 
before the start of our holy month 
of Ramadan; to have continued 
would have been viewed as an 
outrage against Islam. But what 
about the outrages committed by 
Muslims during Ramadan? The . 
murder of innocent hostages in 
Yemen as well as the planned 
bombings, the provocative and 
destructive ran tings and rhetoric 
of Saddam Hussein, a call to all 
“good" Muslims to go and kill an 
American or British citizen by 
Osama bin Laden - are these not 
worse? 

1 would ask my younger Muslim 
brothers and sisters who support 
and demonstrate for Saddam 
Hussein how long they would 
continue to rally behind him if they 
had to live under Ins oppressive 
hand Let us not allow the 
greatness and beauty of Islam to 
enter its Dark Ages, to lose its 
humanity and spirituality and 
become equated with terrorism, 
violence and oppression. 

Dr ABDUL KARIM 
Cambridge 


Sex before the Pill 

Sir. Deborah Orr writes that 
“sexual liberation ... began with 
the advent of the oral 
contraceptive” (“The myth of 
sexual freedom”, 8 January). 

I am now 81 and before I was 20 1 
had some happy love affairs. This 
was before the Second Wbrld Whr 
and long before die advent of the 
PffL I had to be very carefril about 
contraception and used a cap, 
which didn't bo therms or my 
lovers. As I did not at that age want 
to have a baby I did not consider a 
lover as a potential father and felt 
whaHy responsible for not allowing 
him to be. 

If a woman does not want a baby 
she can prevent it unless she is 
careless or very unlucky. She 
herself can be in control of this very 
important issue and I cannot see 
why she should want to share her 
control with a man, unless she 
wants to have his baby in which 
case they should discuss it 
1 would prefer to remain , 
anonymous for the sake of my 

phdririMi an d 

NAME AND ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED 

Sir. The underlying premise of E 
Baggett’s diatribe about the 
supposed immorality of pregnancy 
outside marriage (letter, 

11 January) is wholly false. 
Throughout almost the whole of 
human history, and in much of the 
Third World today infan tmortality 
rates have been so high that the 
fear has been of failing to rear an 
adult successor; not of having more 
children than one could support It 
has repeatedly been demonstrated 
that, regardless of the introduction 
of effective contraception, fertility 
rates do not begin to fell until there 
has been a sustained reduction in 
infant mortality. 

In Britain, until the introduction 
of welfare support for the elderly a 
barren marriage, with no children 
to care for parents in old age, was a 
dreaded prospect There are many 
alive today who can remember 
when to become too old to work 
meant entry to the workhouse if 
there was no family support To 
allay such fears, it was common 
practice for a marriage not to be 
finalised until the bride-to-be was 
pregnant If pregnancy failed to 
occur within a decent time the 
betrothal was dissolved without 
recrimination and both parties 
were free to seek a new partner: 

Young people should be 
discouraged from promiscuity on 
compelling health grounds and 
because it is corrosive to 
self-respect Tb go beyond this in 
a return to oppressive, 

■. hypocriticalpseudo-morality' ' •* 

would benefit no one ■ n. 

KENNETH CAMPBELL 
Kettering, Northamptonshire 

Pupils’ progress 

Sir: Bhr from being unlikely to 
deliver our pledge to reduce infant 
class sizes to SO or below by the next 
election (leading article, 9 January), 
we have already made substantial 
progress and we expect that most 
schools will meet that pledge by 
September 2000, over a year ahead 
of schedule, with the remainder 
doing so by September 200L 
More than 100,000 infants are 
already in smaller classes as a 
result of money invested in 
teachers and classrooms. We have 
. already allocated £67m and over 
the next three years we wifi 
allocate a further £560m to meet 
the pledge m fall. 

ESTELLE MORRIS 
Minister qf State 
Departmentjbr Education and 
Employment 
London SWl 

Man of the years 

Sir Please thank Nicolas Whiter 

(letter, 12 January) for coming to 

the defence of Dionysius Exiguus 

in the discussion about the 

millennium and the Year Zero. It 

would be terrible to go down in 

history as 

Dennis die Short 

Who was short 

OfanoughL 

PETER GALE 

Ramsey. Isle ofMan 


A meeting of monarchs on the sea coast of Pretoria 


HFJin STiEE iati.Nl instilment of the rediscovered 
5::a'ftV>fK*Jrt’nr. saga. Vie Halanf if Xing Tcny 

nr Yl'V Lchc::r** Lest, L.rc. Kins; Tony and 
ciii Phene have Ilnur, to South Africa to meet 
-kr Nelson Mandela, who was cruelly imprisoned 
n:id held troir. he. inheritance for sn long by the 
v. irked Regent, Pr.net? W Botha. 

.>!»: ■jj'pert. Sou IhA’^ca. King Tonsjcrtergafrom 
•he asvcrtijt. fotimres: by /.criljhlorj. hocks, ncdin 
: ar.d sasiir:,* There comes to 

'••.eel .‘ho*: ilingX tv:.;.*: Mandeiaof South Afncc, 

s:.‘ : i'oari.vr;: 

King Nelson: Welcome, King Tony, thrice welcome 

to nur shores* 

.ilthejch you English hate o’errome our men. 
Nr.d beaten us sn bawdy (earful combat, 

Y\*. I luigive ynur prowi.y, or. the field! 

ki ng Tom' Victory in hattle? This comes as news 

to me: 

.i.i.Je • If Mandoisor. were here, he’d know the 

score. 

XL»: He .shall advise me nevermore! 


.4 newspaper hack steps forward from the crowd. 
Hack: Your Majesty. I think the King refers 
To certain cricket matches played last year 
In which the English beat the Springbok side. 
Nelson: Spot on! You’ve got it right' For you must 

know 

That I now take a great new pnde in sport 
Which is the passport to my people's hearts. 

At least if they are white, I mean to say. 

My black South Africans could not care less, 
Except for soccer, which they seem to love. 

I only wish my black footballing team 
Was half as good as our white rugby boys! 

So, how are tilings at home? 

Tony: Oh. fine. fine, fine! 

Nelson: Then there’s no truth at all in what I read 
Of sleaze and cronyism, Cabinet splits.. .? 

Tony: These arc the little things which come to 

vex us. 

Above which we should always rise care-free. 
Leaving us time to face the real tasks, 

Of health and schools and mads el cetera. 

Our plan is now in place and we have done 




Miles 

Kington 

The spirit of Mandelson: ‘ Oh 
Tony. Tony, waste not time on this! 
They' do not want the health 
and schools routine /' 

Two thirds of what we pledged ourselves to do! 
Let us be judged by what we have achieved 
And not what petty tabloids have believed! 


There appears to King 3b ny the spirit of Man- 
delson, which only he can see. 

Spirit: Oh Tony, Tony waste not time on this! 
They do not want the health and schools routine! 
That’s afl Ik 1 home consumption. While you're here. 
Make friends with old man Nelson - he can help 
With Libya, Lockerbie and all that. 

And that would be a great PR coup for you! 

But King Nelson is an ageing man 
And not king for this world: see if you can 
Discover his successor and make friends. 

Yet do it quick'. He looks not well to me. 

The spirit of Mandelson vanishes. 

Tony: Oh, stay imperfect spirit, stay and say 
What things await me on my coming home! 

This book by Duke Cook’s wife - does it contain 
Much matter to my future loss or gain? 

The spirit afMandelson returns, looking flustered. 
Spirit: Look, sweetie, I can’t beep on doing this- 
These international visions cost the earth! 

But since I've got another minute more. 

Yes, I have read Madame Cook's little oeurre. 
She moans a lot, and says that Cook hates Brown. 


But $0 we all do, deac what's new there? 

Td forget about the book if I were you... 

Now fly I home to rebuild my career! 

The Duke of Prescott has it in forme, I fear! 
TTiespxrfrqfMondelsortixmishes^ 

Nelson: King Tony, tho'you seem lost in thought 

may I 

Present to you th’Arcbbishop. Desmond Ititu? 
Tony :TSt Tutu. Brute? 

Tutu: What’s that? 

Nelson: 1 didn't catch... 

The spirit qf Mandelson reappears, looking hot 
andbothered. 

Spirit: Tony, are you affected by the baking 

weather? 

For God's sake man, just puD yourself together! 

ing thoughtful save for die neiospaper hack. 
Hack: Kmg Troy's looking more than a little frail... 
I think HI try that on the Daily Mail 
ExiU looking for a phone. 

More of this anon, sweet gentles. 
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The Foreign Office 
must shrug off the 
burdens of the past 

IF EVER proof were required of Britain’s need to move 
from the burdens of the past to a more modest role in the 
world of the future, it must be in the procession of crises 
now hitting the Foreign Office. Yemen, Chechnya, Sierra 
Leone and Iraq: they are aD serving to complicate the work 
of the Foreign Office with demands that it seems loath to 
understand. These crises are distinct in detail, of course. 
Chechnya has posed the problem of protection of nationals 
working abroad, and what we may reasonably ask of them 
in terms of information. Yemen asks us to choose between 
supporting our passport-holders and pursuing our foreign 
relations. Sierra Leone displays the deficiencies of inter- 
vention, while Iraq exposes the strains of our lonely 
loyalty to Washington. 

But if there are common threads, then they are these. 
One - which we cannot easily get over - is the entangle- 
ments of past empire. London has become a home for all 
sorts of refugees and immi grants not just because of our 
tolerance but because we ruled so many places for so long. 
When we were fig hting Communism in Aden or the Middle 
East, we encouraged fundamentalism abroad and allowed 
its leaders to take refuge here. Times change but we have 
to live with a colonial past justas the French do with Alger- 
ian dissidents. And we have to accept as the French must 
do too, that we can no longer control the fate of our for- 
mer territories, in west Africa or anywhere else. That we 
lost no wars, and gave up our empire voluntarily, makes 
us in some ways more complacent not better able to cope. 

The second point is the protection of British citizens 
abroad. like it or not- and the Fbreign Office would clearly 
love the whole development to go away - more and more 
Britons are travelling abroad to faraway places for plea- 
sure and business. They fall ill, and get taken hostage and 
shot at In other words, they cause problems. 

But they also, pace Sir David Gore-Booth and the other 
traditionalists in the Foreign Office, are the people who 
pay the salaries of the Foreign Office staff. Fbr too long 
have the consular duties of British embassies been treated 
as the lesser area of our activities abroad. 

If the Fbreign Secretary, Robin Cook, had spent more 
time beefing up the consular service and less in worrying 
about his absurd ethical foreign policy and the social mix 
of his staff, we might be better able to cope with theYfemen 
situation. As it is, he is once again having to react to a crisis 
in which public concern has taken the initiative. 

The worst foreign policy statement to come out of a 
government was Douglas Hunfs statement that we should 
aim to “punch above our weight in the world". We 
shouldn’t Our aim should be to develop a policy that suits 
our resources and supports our citizens as much as our 
interests abroad. 



Mr Blair should find a 
useful job for his chum 

WHERE NEXT for Peter Mandelson? The view of the 
Labour back benches is clear, namely that he should not 
be in government They have made it plain to Mr Blair that 
anxious as he may be to rehabilitate his old friend, Peter 
needs to do more penance for his error of judgement 

While many are settling old grievances, and others will 
never forgive the key architect of New Labour, Mr Blair 
will have to listen to his parliamentary grassroots. 

He is entering choppy political waters, as we have seen 
in recent weeks, and he is going to need their patience and 
support Thus, he may have quietly to drop his idea of 
pushing Mr Mandelson as some kind of “personal 
ambassador". But this is not to say that he should just let 
Mr Mandelson hang out to dry. For one thing, Mr Blair 


might, not be in Downing Street were it not for the efforts 
of the former trade secretary. And for another, Mr Blair 
and Mr Mandelson are friends. The Prime Minister needs 
and values his advice, comradeship and support He 
should be allowed it 

One does not have to be a fully paid up subscriber to 
the Fuhrerprinzip to accept that Mr Blair is entitled to 
choose his own friends and advisers. Hostile party hacks 
may as well ask him not to listen to Cherie. 

But the Prime Minister needs to find Mr Mandelson a 
useful role for reasons other than sentimentality. Even his 
worst critics might grant that Mr Mandelson is an intelli- 
gent man, who has shown a flair for presentation, cam- 
paigning and winning elections. And this is a year of 
elections, above all. Mr Mandelson would be an ideal 
choice to design campaigns and reinvigorate a neglected 
party machine. This would not preclude him from making 
the occasional thoughtful speech on policy, or the Third Why. 
And he can also be used to press the vital need for Britain 


to join the single currency. The ambitious Mr Mandelson 
might find such a prospect irksome. He long wanted a 
“proper job", a ministry, and to get away from spin. But 
he blew it. He must accept that. The party needs his tal- 
ents. And, after he's spent a decent period of selfless ser- 
vice, Mr Blair will have the ammunition to silence critics; 
he can then call on Mr Mandelson to return to the Cabi- 
net table. The penance will be worth it, for everyone. 

Mischief maker 

YESTERDAY WE reported that Lord Woolf, Master of the 
Rolls, would not be sitting on the rehearing of the Pinochet 
case after objections from the former dictator's lawyers. 
Lord Browne -Wilkinson, chairman of the appeal commit- 
tee, called us “mischievous" (while admitting the story was 
true). Quite right. And long may it continue. As the press 
baron Lord Beaverbrook once said, it's the duty of the press 
to create mischief, a dictum as apposite today as ever. 
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This phoney story of a bloodless 
man emerging from the shadows 




oria 


HERE’S HOW ft goes. "Vfesterday morn- 
ing, when the other broadsheets had 
front pages dominated by the con- 
clusions of the enquiry into Ashworth 
hospital. The Daily Telegraph alone 
led with another twist in the Peter 
7 Mandelson saga. “Book tells of plot to 
succeed Blair;” claimed the sub- 
headline. On page 4, the main story 
was entitled: “Mandelson ‘plotted to 
become PM.’" And the plot? Ah yes, 
the plot The plot is outlined in chap- 
ter 16 of Paul Routi edge’s book about 
Peter Mandelson - Mandy: the Un- 
authorised Biography qf Peter Man- 
ddson - to be published next week 

“There had always been a Blair pro- 
[n ject,” declares Mr Routledge, thought- 
fully sparing us the details. “Now, 
however; there emerged from the 
shadows the Mandelson project." 
- >*■ Which was that Peter M “could sup- 
plant Gordon Brown as Chancellor 
and succeed Tony Blair” as leader of 
the Labour Party and prime minister. 

Blimey! Even Routledge a dmits 
that “Initially ft seemed a preposter- 
ous idea”. After all, as he points out, 
everybody hates Mandy, and he 
couldn’t even get elected to Labour’s 
executive committee when last he 
stood. But then the evidence began to 
stack up for the sceptical biographer. 
^ And rm going to outline it for you in 
detail. Here it is. Item one, an inter- 
view in the New Statesman with the 
i ininn leader John Edmonds in which 
he's nasty about Gordon Brown and 
nice-ish about Peter Mandelson. Item 
two, an article in The Spectator a 
month later by Irwin Stelzei; econ- 
omist and friend of Rupert Murdoch, 
comparing Brown unfavourably to 


Mandelson. Item three, Philip Gould’s 
book, The Unfinished Revolution, 
published in October, which absolved 
Mandelson from betraying Brown 
over the party leadership. 

That’s it That's the entire “Man- 
delson project" which “emerged from 
the shadows". X have to say that we 
owe Mr Routledge a debt of gratitude 
for being able to discern, in tbe deep 
gloom, what most of us would never 
have noticed, no matter how hard we 
might have looked. It sometimes re- 
quires an active imagination to lend 
faces and voices to the nebulous 
shapes that disturb our sleep. Perhaps 
some day the minutes of the secret 
meeting between Messrs Stelzer, 
Edmonds and Mandelson will be pub- 
lished, and Routledge and The 
Telegraph will be vindicated 

It is a shame that the author could 
find no role in the plot for one of 
Peter’s gay friends, because they 
must have been in there somewhere. 
The recent outing of Mandelson on 
television by the journalist, Matthew 
Parris, saved Routledge himself the 
disturbing task of being the occasion 
for another bout of tabloid gay- 
bashing. But in chapter 1 (“Scandal!") 
Routledge recalls that, in the after 
math of the Ron Davies affair, “The 
view began to take hold that Mandy 
was only the outward and visible sign 
of a wider network of homosexual men 
in key positions in public life." 

The view “took hold" of the colum- 
nist Richard Uttiesfohn (“characteris- 
tically trenchant”), and Norman Ttebbit 
(“characteristically blunt"), who both 
compared homosexuals to Free- 
masons. It took hold of' "lory politicians 


rr TURNED out that there was 
no depth to which this president 
would not blithely stoop to con- 
quer or atleast to avoid defeat 

1 And ft turned out that there 
*$were people willing to aid the 
fa thk dirty work. And 
ft turned out that a largely De- 
mocratic press corps that was 

feeling queasy about its role fit 
brin g in g down a Democratic 
president would grasp the ex- 
cuse to broadcast the sexual 
secrets of Republicans. And so 
an e thical code that stood, bat- 


tered and braised but still sur- 
viving, is finally destroyed. 

The Washington Post 

AS THEY look at the impeach- 
ment spectacle, Americans do 
not see individuals sacrificing 
weekends and evenings to 
conduct the nation’s business. 
They see people who care Httlc. 
for anything other than their 
desire to bring Clinton down or 
to protect him. Bill Clinton's 
fete is not yet derided. 
But the fate of those judging 



David 

Aaronovttch 

After all, everybody 
hates Mandy and he 
couldn’t even get elected 
to the Labour executive 

who asked questions about the marie 
fraternity". (I am unsure whether “the 
magjc fraternity” is a Toiy phrase, or 
Routiedge’s ownj It took bold of “some 
observers [who] see the dub [of New 
Labour insiders] as a ‘[rink Mafia’ or, 
in the amusing American parlance, the 
‘homintern.’ " It took hold of Stephen 
Bayley, former artistic director of the 
Millennium Dome, who is quoted as 
saying: “What is worrying is that 
people of power and influence are in- 
volved in an interest group which just 
happens to be a sexual one. It is a sec- 
retive interest group. It just happens 
to be about male gay sex.” 

Bayley goes on, uninterrupted by 
Routledge: “It is both defined by the 
bonds of secrecy and strengthened by 
(hem. As soon as those bonds are loos- 
ened, its powers are diminished." A 
bit like secret protocols, really. God, 


when an idea “takes hold", it's amaz- 
ing where it can lead you! But Bayley’s 
sentiments do make it all the more 
surprising that, in chapter 7 
{“Outed!"), Mr Routledge professes 
himself astonished that Peter Man- 
delson will not just come out and tell 
everyone about his sex life. 

“The question arises: why does 
Peter Mandelson deny his sexual 
orientation?" Routledge writes. 

Well, he does acknowledge it a bit, 
Routledge concedes; for here are the 
ubiquitous “others" again to “argue 
that Mandelson uses his gayness as 
a political and social weapon". If 
that's true, then MrM can hardly com- 
plain when Fleet Street camps 
(whoops, sorry) on his doorstep. Fur- 
thermore: “The issue of Mandelson’s 
sexual orientation will not go away, 
certainly not until he makes a clear, 
unambiguous statement that satis- 
fies.’" That satisfies whom, Paul? 
Lord Tebbit? Stephen Bayley? Me? 
No: “That satisfies his gay critics.” 

There you have it If it weren't for 
the “gay critics" the whole “issue" 
would go away. Paul Routledge him- 
self has said enough about Peter 
Mandelson’s sexuality to put the 
“issue" beyond doubt for all of us 
straights, but those “gay critics" de- 
mand more. Perhaps it was their 
presence that prevented Routledge 
from attempting any serious analysis 
of exactly why someone like Peter 
Mandelson should prefer not to wear 
his sexuality round his neck, in a way 
heterosexuals never have to worry 
about Alter all, to find out why homo- 
sexual politicians might want to stay 
in the do set, Paul only has to reflect 


on the articles he himself writes 
about them. The same reflection 
would also give Paul Routledge other 
insights, absent from the book. Such 
as, what was it about old Labour that 
became so unattractive to almost all 
classes of voter that the Blair project 
was seen as the solution? This analy- 
sis holds the key to Labour history for 
the last 20 years, and Peter Mandel- 
son played an important strategic part 
in providing it So did Tory Blair, Gor- 
don Brown, and Neil Kmnock. 

I have known Peter Mandelson 
for more than 20 years, and met Paul 
Routledge (whom I like enormously) 
at Routiedge’s own request Some in- 
consequential remarks by me are 
(accurately) reported in the book. 
And it was not going to be, he told me, 
a “stitch-up" Vfet the Peter Mandelson 
who “emerges from the shadows" is 
a man all of whose faults are magni- 
fied, and all of whose achievements 
are diminished. He is bloodless, 
manipulating, unprincipled, treach- 
erous and calculating. Even his state- 
ment about Pinochet, that it would be 
“gut-wrenching" to see the old tyrant 
brought to justice, is attributed by 
Routledge (with no evidence) to a de- 
sire to curry favour in the party, and 
help him fulfil his shadowy plan. 

I am not a Mandy man, and have 
never taken a briefing from him, or 
seen him socially for several years. I 
just happen to know something about 
him and what really makes him tide. 
And that puts me well ahead of any- 
one who relies on this homophobic and 
conspiracy-obsessed work of parti- 
sanship for their under-standing of an 
important modern political figure. 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
US newspapers comment on the progress 
of President Clinton’s Senate trial 


him has been. The widening 
gap between Washington and 
the rest of the country wifi not 
begin to dose until Washington 
makes a greater effort to 
understand the values held 


so strongly by ordinary people. 
USATbday 

IMPEACHING A president car- 
ries different risks for the na- 
tion than impeaching one of 


several hundred federal judges. 
If the evidence supports the 
allegations of material perjury 
or obstruction of justice to the 
reasonable satisfaction of most 
senators, then the Senate has 
a duty to remove Bill Clinton 
from office. The historical con- 
sequences of sweeping such 
conduct under a congressional 
carpet would be too serious. 
The Detroit News 

THE PRESIDENT will survive; 
the partisans will gripe, and 


Kenneth Starr will try to keep 
his office open forever. Mean- 
while, the public will be further 
alienated from a Congress to- 
tally out of touch with the hin- 
terland. Instead of dissing 
(denigrating) polls (or trying to 
parse their political meaning) 
the Senate would be wiser to lis- 
ten to the message that the 
pollees are sending: Enough 
alreacfy. This trial is silly, not 
historic Listen now, or listen at 
the polls in 2000. 

Philadelphia Inquirer 


Q uote of the Day 

“Wow. I've just won a big bank account!" 
Philip Ozersky, 

who caught and then sold Mark McGwire's 
record-breaking baseball for £l.6mUHon 

T hought for the Day 

“When one bums one’s bridges, what a very 
nice fire it makes.” 

Dylan Thomas, 

Welsh playwright and poet 
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WHEN YOU BREAK DOWN 

WHO’LL BE THERETO 

PROTECT YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILY? 

...THAT’S THE JOB OFTHEAA jlil pa 

A! The AA we pul people first, because with V| XT 
Personal Membership you are covered in any car jg 

as driver or passenger. Our patrols are expertly 
trained to look after our members, their passengers and (he 
car. With our advanced deployment technology, AA patrols get 
to members, on average, in jusl 35 minutes. With the world's 
largest patrol force, we fix more cars by the roadside than 
anyone else, getting you going again quickly and safely. 

TO OUR MEMBERS WE'RE THE 

4th EMERGENCY SERVICE 


AA 
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PANDORA 


PANDORA IS looking forward 
to Michael Cockerell's How 
To Be Home Secretary 
(Sunday, 24 January, BRC2), 
in which - for the first time - 
documentary television 
cameras are allowed inside 
the Home Office. Of special 
interest will be the segment 
in which the Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw, who is ultimately 
responsible for MI5, 
discusses the MI5 file that 
exists on him, initiated back 
in his so-caCed “subversive" 
days in the Seventies. Has 
Jack read it? Can we all have 
an on-air peek? 


LAST Thursday, just a day 
after a group of ramblers, 
led by Andrew Bennett MP 
and accompanied by several 
policemen, marched down 
the controversial footpath 
in East Sussex belonging to 
Nicholas Van Hoogstraten, a 
new barbed-wire fence was 
erected. Although his 
spokesman had told the 
press that Van Hoogstraten 
had left the country to 
holiday in France, a 
ramblers spokesman 
yesterday assured Pandora 
that the landowner 
supervised the building of 
the fence. In the meantime. 
Van Hoogstraten - a 
multimillionaire who made 
his early fortune in 
Brighton property and was 
sentenced to Wormwood 
Scrubs back in the Sixties 
for a hand-grenade attack 
on the borne of a business 
associate - has just found a 
new journalistic ally 
following years of savage 
press attacks. Auberon 
Waugh, in his column last 
Sunday, expressed his 
loathing for the ramblers 
and described Van 
Hoogstraten as “not the 
sort of person one would 
wish to ask to tea" but 
“ideal as a champion 
against the Ramblers 
Association". 


IN THE latest issue of 
Loaded. Pandora was 
amused to read that the 
Arsenal midfielder, Bay 
Parlour, is dishing the dirt 
on his team mate Tony 
Adams, with whom he 
shares a room on away 
trips. Speaking of Tony 
whose playing career 
reblossomed after giving up 
the booze a while back. Ray 
confides: "When he's not 
thinking about his piano, 
he’s writing poems. IT be 
lying there trying to get off 
to kip and he's in the 
bathroom with the light on 
and his notebook going: 

“ 'ere Ray, listen to this 
what I’ve written.'" Parlour 
confesses that he’s not 
always an enthusiastic 
audience for Adams's late- 
night readings, but assures 
the lads that: "We're like a 
couple of old dears!” 


w- 


SCOTTISH POWER was ail set 
to launch its brand-new £8m 
national advertising 
campaign, designed by the 
Bartle Bogle Hegarty agency 
to extol the benefits of signing 
up with the gas and electric 
firm. Then, new year storms 
blasted the North 
Country. 

"We decided 
to postpone the 
campaign for a 
while," a Scottish 
Power spokesman 
told Pandora. 

“Instead we've , . 

been running 
advertisements ';X? 

advising the ^ £:• ! 

20,000 people 
who are 
entitled to 
compensation 
- £50 for 24 
hours without 
power - to l 

apply for it ” { 

Sounds like a 
perfect 

example of that } 

old ad agency 

maxim: “Don’t 

mix your 

messages." 


THE SAGA of Sly Stallone's 
Miami house has been 
exhaustively covered by 
Pandora, including Rambo's 
desire to sell the waterfront 
properly to the London-based 
Orient Express group and his 
neighbours’ objections to 
having a luxury hotel built in 
their vicinity. 

Now a new buyer for Sly’s 
pad has appeared on the 
horizon. His name is Gunther 
IV he's a frisky Alsatian dog 
and he inherited a fortune 
from his canine father who 
was left a reported $65m 
t£40m) by a German countess 
back in 1962. The animal now 
owns a company said to be 
worth $200m, and houses in 
the Caribbean and in Europe. 

He has expressed his 
approval of the property in 
Miami by running around the 
garden with one of his 
handlers. Pandora suspects 
that Madonna, who lives 
nearby and was on the verge 
of selling her own house 
recently, might be far happier 
to welcome a guard dog into 
the neighbourhood than 
crowds of gawping tourists. 


KENNETH BRANAGH, about 
to direct Love's Labour Lost 
as a film musical, has made 
a rather surprising casting 
decision. The Beverly Hills 
brat-next-door 

star of Clueless , 
Alicia Silverstone 
(pictured), will 
play opposite 
Branagh. 
Nobody was 
more 




surprised 
than the 22- 
year-old 
Alicia. 

“I can’t do 
this." she 
told him. 
Branagh 
responded: 
"Of course 
you can.” 
Filming 
starts in this 
country in 
February: 
Silverstone 
is working 
hard on her 


singing 

lessons. 
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What’ s wrong with vindictive wives 


I HAVE read with incredulity therub- 
bish, mostly written by fortysome- 
thing men up to no good I am sure, 
that has followed in the wake of the 
book by Margaret Cook (dump the 
surname - Margaret) about her 
marriage to Robin Cook, and the 
ignoble end at Heathrow airport of 
that period of her life. It is personal, 
they say - vindictive, vengeful and 
embittered. 

Yes. What else is someone in her 
position supposed to feel? You may 
persuade yourself that you will by 
not to show these feelings, because 
the world will love and respect you 
less for this than if you pretend a 
saintly forgiveness, of the sort that 
Hillary Clinton has now made her 
own. But burning hurt and rage are 
what you feel, and revenge (prefer- 
ably divine) is what you yearn for. 
Ask me - I know, and I wrote an 
emotional book about it 

What gets these commentators 
really foaming is not only that the 
partner trfa famous or powerful per- 
son should be so weak as to respond 
in these human ways, but that she 
or he should then reveal this vul- 
nerability. They have nothing to 



Yasmin 

alibhai-Brown 

Mr Cook should praise 
his ex-wife’s courage and 
tell his hoys to respect 
their wonderful mother 


say about the public figure flaunt- 
ing the new model in the media, thus 
further humiliating the ex-partner 
But they d° sanctimoniously ask 
whether it is right for someone as 
insignificant as a spouse to expose 
the private life ofa politician, or who- 
ever and cause them damage. 

Wrong question, sirs. You should 
instead ask whether the partner of 


a public figure has the same rights 

as you or me to say and write what 

they wish about their lives, espe- 
cially when they have been mal- 
treated. Or are they expected to 
Fender their pain invisible just to 
keep up appearances? 

Writing, as the playwright David 
E dgar said this week, is a funda- 
mental and universal human right. 
It is also a "vital part of being 
human to try to understand why 
other human beings - nasty as well 
as nice -behave as they do”. Other 
criticisms don’t stand up, eithec 

If Dr Cook has said things that 
have alarmed her ex-husband’s col- 
leagues because of political implic- 
ations, why should this be any more 
outlandish and ungthirai than the 
dirt-digging carried out by Paul 
Routiedge and other unauthorised 
biographers? Maybe it is because 
she is not a seedy political chap 
hanging out with Charlie Wh elan , 
but a fragrant wife, "a slight and ded- 
icate creature" (the dever title of her 
book) who should be coping with her 
knowledge by devoting herself to 
nurturing a bonsai tree. 

As for the ludicrous worries that 


if we scrutinise public figures m this 
way the best people wfll simply 
avoid public life, we should be more 
concerned that these ambitious 
and able people will feO to get the 
best partners in life - because any- 
one with 'personality, intellect and 
self-respect will refuse to sign away 

their rights and become trophies of 
compliance - thus leaving the se- 
lection pool bubbling with bland 
secretaries and too-eager-to-please 
personal assistants. 

We used to laugh and cry at the 
ap palling loyalty displayed by Tbry 
wives and ex-wives in the inglorious 
past Remember Mrs David Metier 
as she was forced to smile for 
photographers after the dreadful 
revelations about her philandering 
husband- who then left her anyway 
for a rich woman with deadly red lip- 
stick. Recall, too, the depressing 
good behaviour of Mrs Tim Yfeo and 
Mrs Alan Clark as they stood by 
their men, parity I imagine, because 
they felt they had no other options. 

You would have hoped that 
Labour men and women, although 
dearly not able to resist sexual 
temptation any more than the last 
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they betrayed and loft * »rmwy 
years of good service. And xf this is- 
Meed -new” Britain, which is more 
Men and receptive to emotion, as. 
everyone from Martin Jacques to 
Susie Orbach seems to be suggest- 
ing, we should rejoice that people 
tike Margaret Cook are no longer 
hampered by the pressures, of out- 
of-date, unjust social constrai nts. 

Margardisathoroughtyinouern, 

bright, professional, emotionally 
honest woman, who has written a 
lively account of a survivor who saw 
it all her way. at least after Robin 
flew away. Lake Diana, Princess of 
Wales, she refused to read out the 
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She wanted ft put down as it hap- 
pened, from her point of view. 

If Robin Cook wants to do the 
right thing now and come out shin- 
ing, ati he has to do is praise his ex- 

wife for having the courage to do 
what she has done, say that he can 
understand how he has made her 
feel, tell his boys to respect their 
wonderful mother and wish her 
well with all his heart. 


We must send in troops to 


stop the killing in Kosovo 


JUST BEFORE Christmas, Veran 
Mafic, director of the independent 
Belgrade radio station B92, met the 
American special envoy to the 
Balkans, Richard Holbrooke, and 
asked him why he continued to talk 
to Slobodan Milosevic. Holbrooke 
replied that there was no credible op- 
position leaden Mafic replied that 
what was important was not indiv- 
idual leaders but support for a broad 
range of democratic initiatives to 
build an alternative public opinion. 

In wars, it is always the demo- 
cratic groups committed to peace- 
ful methods of managing confect that 
get squeezed. War is polarising - 
there is no space for democratic 
initiatives. Nowhere is this more true 
than in Kosovo, where 10 years of 
non-violent resistance by Kosovan 
Albanians to Serbian repression 
foiled to gain international support 
Within Kosovo, the peaceful 
approach has lost legitimacy. The 
international community's task to 
find a political solution has been 
much harder since the war began. 

The political positions of both 
Milosevic and the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) depend on their un- 
compromising stance and, indeed, 
on continuing violence. It is hard to 
see how the KLA could ever give up 
its demand for independence, or bow 
Milosevic could ever concede more 
than token limited autonomy (after 
all, it was he who took away the 
province's autonomy in 1989) . More- 
over, the international community 
cannot even fulfil its role as media- 
tor because of its own distaste for in- 
dependence. for fear of further 
fragmentation. 

The escalation of the violence is 
reminiscent of the war in Bosnia 
Herzegovina. The international 
community is reluctant to inter- 
vene militarily and pin its hopes on 
the success of political negotiations, 
which are always elusive. The 
humanitarian crisis and media 
attention slowly drag them into the 



Mary 

Kaldor 

There should he no talk 
of apolitical settlement 
before a ceasefire is 
firmly established 


conflict, however. In the autumn, 
after the plight of Albanians driven 
from their homes and living in 
woods was publicised, the inter- 
national community’ threatened air 
strikes on Serbia and succeeded in 
negotiating a ceasefire and partial 
withdrawal of Serbian troops, to be 
monitored by unarmed verifiers 
under the auspices of the Organis- 
ation for Security- and Co-operation 
In Europe (OSCE). 

The verifiers are even weaker 
than the peacekeepers were in 
Bosnia; they are particularly de- 
pendent on Serbian goodwill. Mean- 
while, the political talks were 
supposed to continue. But they 
have got nowhere and, as in Bosnia, 
the very act of negotiation helps to 
legitimise the warring parties and 
further sideline moderate demo- 
cratic voices; a stream of diplomats 
and politicians continue to visit 
Milosevic. Now the ceasefire is 
being eroded on both sides and Ser- 
bian forces are returning to the area 
in violation of the agreement. 

The most likely scenario is that 
the war will continue, perhaps 
through several more broken cease- 
fires, with mostly civilian casualties. 


huge physical destruction to vil- 
lages and infrastructure, and many 
refugees and displaced persons. 

Moreovec it will be difficult to con- 
tain the violence to Kosovo. Conflict 
could escalate in Macedonia and 
Montenegro, even in Albania. 7b 
avoid this scenario a change of 
strategy towards Kosovo is needed. 
There should be no talk of a political 
settlement before a ceasefire is 
fimfly established and normal life 
has begun to return to the province. 

This was, after alL the British 
government’s approach to Northern 
Ireland; there was no question of in- 
volving the IRA in talks about 
Northern Ireland's political future 
before a ceasefire had been con- 
vincingly established. Milosevic is 
as much of a terrorist as Gerry 
Adams or Adam Demad (the KLA 
spokesman) - if not more so. 

Talks should focus on establish- 
ing a meaningful ceasefire enforced 
by peacekeeping troops under 
OSCE auspices who would also be 
responsible, as in Bosnia, for con- 
trolling weapons stores and for de- 
militarisation. The forces should be 
commanded by Europeans, probably 
British or French. There should be 
a token Russian presence to satisfy 
the Sabs and. if possible, a token US 
presence to satisfy the British who 
do not want to commit ground 
troops without this. At the same 
time, the "extraction force" that Is 
currently based in Macedonia, 
under Nato auspices, should be ex- 
panded and renamed a “deterrent 
force" to intervene in the event that 
the ceasefire breaks down. 

The initiative for this change of 
strategy would have to be taken by 
the Europeans. The Americans are 
unwilling to commit ground troops 
and the only form of military action 
they are prepared to take, as in Iraq 
and as was threatened earlier 
against Serbia, is air strikes. 

But air strikes are notoriously 
counterproductive, especially if they 



UN peacekeeping soldiers in the Balkans “should intervene* 


are not followed through by ground 
troops. They provide an excuse for 
cracking down on the opposition and 
they increase support for extreme 
positions. The threat of air strikes 
in the autumn provided justification 
for closing down some independent 
media and the repressive univers- 
ity law, as well as making things dif- 
ficult for aid organisations. 

It also hardened opinion, not only 
in Serbia but in Republika Srbska as 
well European governments have 
been pioneering a new approach to 
peace-enforcement that contrasts 
with the American preoccupation 
with bombing. The British Defence 
Review is innovative in the way 
that it reorients British armed forces 
to contingencies of the Bosnia and 
Kosovo type. 

Moreover; this kind of thinking is 
not confined to the British. The 
Danes developed their own strategic 
concept during the Bosnian war 
and were very effective at enforcing 
humanitarian corridors and even 
eliminating Serbian tanks. A strat- 


egy of this kind has to be combined 
with a political effort to support 
and build up demooatic alternatives 
in Serbia as wefl as Kosovo and in- 
deed in the whole Balkan region. 

Milosevic needs to be isolated, not 
courted, by the international com- 


munity, and infected tty the war 

- ----- of 


crimes tribunal. Hie indictment 
Radovan Karadzic did help open up 
new political perspectives in Bosnia. 
The international community needs 
to talk to and support the democrats, 
whoever thqy are and however mar- 
ginal they appear today. 

Those engaged in the fi ghting 
have to stop the viotence, but they will 
never be able to find a lasting 
solution. In the end, it is ind^jendent- 
minded citizens such as VferanMatic 
and others who will create a situa- 
tion where peace can be constructed. 


Mary Raider's ‘New and Old Wars: 
Organised Violence in a Global 
Era ’ w published this month by 
Pol^ Press, price £39.50 har^xwk, 
£12.95 paperback 
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Are call centres the new sweatshops? % 


y CALL CENTRES are 
offices defecated to de- 
livering services to 
customers over the tele- 
phone. Call centres are used 
across a range of sectors, in- 
cluding financial services, 
travel and transport, inform- 
ation technology, marketing 
and retail. Call-centre staff, or 
“agents", typically spend their 
working hours seated at their 
desks in constant contact with 
customers, making or receiv- 
ing telephone calls and pro- 
cessing information. 

Europe has seen a huge 
growth in these call centres 
over the last 10 years. One 
study has claimed that at the 
end of 1997 there were as many 
as 3,560 call centres in the UK 
alone, employing a total of ap- 
proximately 163,000 staff This 
growth looks likely to continue 
into the next century 
CM centres have recently 
captured the attention of the 
media and the academic com- 
munity. It has been argued 
that they are the “new sweat- 
shops", and that they offer us 
a disturbing vision of the shape 
work will take in the future. 

Women outnumber men in 
virtually all call centres. At 
the lowest, they make up 40 per 


cent of employees; at the hig h- 
est, 90 per cent There are 
some differences between 
sectors, with males better rep- 
resented in IT call centres 
than in others. On the whole 
the staff employed in call 
centres tend to be young aged 
between 20 and 30. 

The research seems to sug- 
gest that employers often con- 
rider females to be more 
suitable for call-centre work 
than males, mainly because 
they are regarded as having 
“natural” communication stills 
and the ability to “smile down 
the phone". In our research, 
this was a typical response; "I 
do think that there are ad- 
vantages being in this business 
if you are female, because, in 
general females are better at 
communicating - and it is all 
about communicating - making 
people feel a part of the team 
and making them feel as if they 
belong.” 

Call centres employ a range 
of the latest management tech- 
niques. In particular, team 
working and “empowerment” 
are widespread. The majority 
of call centres have flat organ- 
isational structures with three 
layers - agent, supervisor and 
manager. The relationships 
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Vicki belt 

From a speech by 
a research associate at 
the University of 
Newcastle to the Royal 
Geographical Society 


between staff and manage- 
ment in the call centres that we 
studied were on the whole de- 
scribed positively. Most agents 
are on first-name terms with 
managers, and some described 

their centres as “family-like" 
environments. 

The majority of call centres 
are not unionised, and staff had 
mixed views on this. Some 
agents, supervisors and man- 
agers were hostile to unions. 

Call-centre staff are heavily 


monitored. Calls are often 
recorded, and supervisors can 
listen in to calls when they 
wish. In addition, copious stat- 
istics are collected about 
agents’ performance. However; 
despite bring hostile to this, 
most agents seem to accept 
monitoring as a necessary as- 
pect of their work. 

In line with other studies, 
our research found that agents 
are often frustrated by the 
repetitive nature of the job. Tak- 
ing calls all day is deemed to 
be stressful tiring and dull: 
"There's only so many times 

you can say what your name is 

and what the product is," one 
commented. “Sometimes you 
get 85 calls a day, and you just 
can't speak when you get out 
of here. It's terribly boring" 

“I really try to think of other 

things that I do in my free 
time," said another. I do 
oriental dancing, belly-dancing 
and I think, ‘what would be a 
good costume?’ I also do med- 
itation and yoga, and I try to 
switch off completely and think 
of absolutely nothing But you 
do find you have to resort to 
things to keep yourself sane 
after a little wh'ile of working in 
a call centre." 

As a result of the routine and 


stressful nature of taking i 
all day, many agents c 
plained of “burn-out". Ind 
staff turnover is hi gh in n 
call centres because of this 
ton It was clear that n 
agents feel that their woi 
undervalued by wider soc 
A number of agents said 
they have constantly to u < 
vince" people that they ha 
proper "job: 

However; despite this ir 
women epjoy the atmospf 
in call centres, claiming 
mey have “energy" and “bi; 

Md are “fast-mov ing " ] 
tbermore, many call cem 
have developed an excel 
work-related social life, 
are considered sociable pla 
with a good “team spirit". 

About half of the woe 
f^Hriewed expressed a de 
to move up the career lad 

However; agents stressed t 

promotion is difficult. Etirtt 
more, most of the women v 
career aspirations fed not 
press a desire to move beyi 
supervisory feveL 

There is a danger that c 
cen tre work confirms wornt 
position in servicing and 
caHog roles, and their I 
subordination ^ society ^ 

as a whole. 
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Such childish behaviour 



Ann 

treneman 

The Brantleys are looking 
for a fairy-tale ending. 
They want someone 
to kiss it all better 


'■at EVERYONE INVOLVED in the saga 
to of the runaway foster-parents Jeff 
and J ennife r Bramley believes that 
what they are doing is for “the sake 
of the children’'. The police say it, 
the social workers insist on it the 
; .ir various parents are all convinced of 
J'sjnjj. it Certainly that is what the Bram- 
leys themselves believe. In fact the 

* letter that they have written to the 
^ world at large pleading their case, 
* lic * begins: “We. Jeff, Jenny. Jade and 
!t- r a Hannah, write this letter to tell the 
is-T 5 plight of a family that love each 

other and wishes to stay together." 
This is misleading in at least one 
respecL Jade is five. Hannah is 
three. They did not write this letter 
Grown-ups wrote this letter just as 
grown-ups created this mess. 

.'.'v 1 do not know why the Bramleys 

“ .T^ decided that now is the Hmp to tell 
' ■ alL Perhaps, after 17 weeks on the 

run, they are growing tired of it all 

' ff ' Undoubtedly they have become ob- 

; 7 ^- sessed with their plight - who 
wouldn't be? -and have decided that 
*- the only way to right things is to tell 

the world about their injustice. 
Thus they sat down at their secret 
location and addressed a letter “To 
‘ Whom It May Concern". The letter 
fills three-and-a-half sides and teDs 
us much that is supposed to be sec- 
ret They say they are good, honest, 

• " caring people who were rejected as 

adoptive parents because they were 
observed to say “no” too often. 

; It is the kind of staff that makes 

■ your heart ache and you can see 
that they really do believe that they 
wrote the letter for Hannah and 
_ . : Jade. But it was two adults who de- 
dded that the only way forward was 
to run away from the system. It was 
: : the adults who have now decided 
they want to come in from the cold. 
And now it is the adults who believe 
that_the great god of publicity will . 
somehow put things right 

They are not the only ones who 
believe this. “If only we could get 
this story out everyone would see 
£ >> how crazy it is and they would let 
me keep my daughter;” one young 
mother said to me years ago. She, 
••■77. Kfee the Bramleys, had chosen to (fis- 
~'t appear with her child rather than 
' " j^^ibidety a social services decision. 

"’’’She, too, was outraged She, too, had 
' a heartbreaking fafe and good rea- 

son to rail against a system that is 
secretive to the point of obsessive- 



PC Peter Moriey holding two coats belonging to Hann ah and Jade Bennett, found in the car abandoned by Jeff and Jennifer Bramley 
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ness. It was against the law for me 
even to talk to this mother. Event- 
ually the High Court got involved. 
“The upbringing of a young girl is 
at stake here!" said a barrister. He 
was wrong, of course. What was at 
stake was not a child's life but a sys- 
tem that tries to be caring but can 
also be ruthless. 

That mother never got her 
publicity, and I don’t know what 
happened to her. If she is still out 
there, biffing then she wQl be noting 
that the first result of the Bramleys' 
plea has been not vindication, but 
soap opera and chaos. Everyone 
who ever touched the lives of these 
girls has been getting in on the act 

First came the natural mother; 
Jackie Bennett This is a woman 
who has given up her children, 
then fought to get them hack, and 
now has decided that the Bramleys 
should have them after all “T want 
my children to be settled in one 
place, in one school with a loving 


family like yourselves," she says. I'm 
not sure whether we should believe 
bet but it certainty grabbed yes- 
terday's headlines. 

The next one to care and share 
was Paul Duckett He is the father 
of Jade but has never had much to 
do with her upbringing. Not that this 
stopped him from appearing on 
the Today programme. The Bram- 
leys, he says, cannot realty love the 
children. “If they did, they wouldn't 
be dragging them around England 
in this nomadic style. 1 ' He loves Jade 
very much, he says, and “this is 
hurting me a lot" He added: “You 
don’t see me writing these big let- 
ters. It's a ploy purely to get the pub- 
lic on their side.” 

Social services are also worried 
Not however, about whatever cir- 
cumstances led to this sad situation. 
By the way, we still do not know 
everything about these circum- 
stances. The Bramleys did allude to 
them in their letter but some bits of 


it have not been printed It just goes 
to show that though the soap opera 
is played out in public, in private the 
system continues to protect itself. 
Secrecy remains paramount It is 
often said that the system has to be 
so secretive to “protect the child- 
ren". This is true almost all of the 
tune but when it breaks down -and 
drives people to abduct children - 
then secrecy is part of the problem, 
not the solution. 

Anyway it turns out that Liz Rail- 
ton, director of Cambridgeshire 
Social Services, is also worried for 
the sake of the children. “Are they 
going to school? Clearly it seems 
not Are they going to the doctor? 
Are they having contact with other 
children? They need all that con- 
tact" Then she appealed to the 
Bramleys “to put the children first 
over and above their own distress 
- even though I know that is in- 
credibly difficult”. It was time, she 
said to give the children back. 


It is enough to make you want the 
Bramleys to stay fugitives for ever 
but 1 suspect this is not to be. It 
seems inevitable that they will 
come back, after making contact in 
such £f dramatic fashion. In fact the 
letter shows two people who are 
desperate to come home: “Jade 
and Hannah are two bright, intelli- 
gent articulate children who love us 
with all their hearts. We ask there- 
fore, will someone help us to be 
legally their Mummy and Daddy for 
ever, making the hopes and dreams 
of these two wonderful girls come 
true." The Bramleys are looking for 
a fairy-tale ending. They want Jim 
to Fix It for them. They want some- 
one to kiss it all better; just like that 
But if they are acting childishly, 
then they have company. All the 
grown-ups believe that they are 
right and have found some moral 
reason why this is so. Tb hear Cam- 
bridgeshire Social Services going on 
about whether or not Jade and 


Hannah are visiting a doctor beg- 
gars belief The problem is not 
whether Jade and Hannah are vis- 
iting a doctor; the problem is that 
the system has messed up to such 
an extent that Jade and Hannah are 
fugitives whose fosterparents have 
had to appeal to the nation. That is 
what should be talked about, not 
doctor’s appointments. 

This is a dire state of affairs. The 
adults have messed up - and badty. 
In fact, if anyone should be giving 
lectures, it should be the children. 
Perhaps they should get their own 
lawyer to demand that all the 
grown-ups sit down now and figure 
out a way for the fugitives to come 
in from the cold and get a fair 
hearing. Then, after the adults all 
feel better; perhaps someone could 
figure out wfaat realty is in the best 
interests of these two little girls, who 
could be forgiven for thinking that 
unconditional love is a pretty hard 
thing to come by these days. 
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The chairman of the 
Police Complaints 
Authority responds 
to criticism of their 
inquiry into the 
Lawrence case 

THE INDEPENDENTS criti- 
cisms of the PCA are sur- 
prising as when we supervised 
the investigation in 1997, and 
produced a summary report, 
it was described by The Inde- 
pendent as “a damning in- 
dictment of the inquiry into the 
racist murder of Stephen”. 

Your recent editorial omit- 
ted to say that charges would 
also have been preferred 
against four other officers in- 
volved, bad they not retired. 
But we are not permitted to 

hrin g rikrirptmp rhar gpg against: 

resigned or retired officers, 
under existing regulations. 

The suggestion that “in- 
ternal investigations are not 
tough enough to control a 
force that can mishandle wit- 
nesses, lose or destroy evi- 
dence, and ignore promising 
leads" is questionable. The 
authority would have charged 
all five senior officers for these 
very failings. 

Effective liaison with vic- 
tims of crime has long been a 
problem for the police service. 
The investigation concluded 
that the failures in this case lay 
with senior officers conducting 
the murder inquiry. It would be 
wrong to bring disciplinary 
action against inexperienced 
junior officers who attempted 
and failed to provide effective 
family liaison in this case. 

The discipline review had 
to decide whether officers 
who took part in the murder 
inquiry breached the Police 
Discipline Code. The system 
demands that charges must 
be proved beyond reasonable 
doubt The authority has 
pressed since 1991 for 
changes to the discipline 
system, including reduction in 
the standard of proof and 
many of the changes are due 
to be implemented this April. 

Criticise the legal frame- 
work within which the PCA 
must work, and you would 
have our support But to crit- 
icise us for working within 
the legal framework laid down 
by Parliament is unjustifiable. 
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for 12 hours? Well try this apple wine 



JANUARY IS traditionally the time for 
the annual famil y outing to see some 
Shakespeare. Fbr anyone who has ever 
wondered why such trips often turn 
into fiascos of boredom and disap- 
pointment guaranteed to put children 
off the Bard for life, John Russell 
Brown’s new book is a must 

Arguing that most British versions 
of his work “occupy only a part of the 
^-3pectrumofwhattheatrecanbe' , ,Rus- 
' sell Brown thinks that we have become 
used to viewing Shakespeare “though 
this distorting filter". To explore other 
ways of staging the Boring Bard, and 
to see what different theatrical trad- 
itions might offer; he goes East in 
search of enlightenment 

In Puri, south west of Calcutta, he 
sees a Jatra (touring) theatre; its 
performances start around midnight 
and end at 6.30am. In Bali, the exotic 
dance dramas that lit up Antonin Ar- 
taud’s fevered mind in the Thirties 


leave him cold, but he is captivated by 
a funeral procession and cremation 
ceremony. In China, he parlays with 
thesps; in Japan, he witnesses today’s 
dramatists and directors using trad- 
itions without growing stale. 

Russell Brown sounds as if he had 
a good time. In one Indian district, he 
comes across a group of three actors 
who give all-night shows lasting 12 
hours. With onty three actors? Not 
problem, comes the reply because as 
many as 40 audience members come 
on stage and improvise parts. But how 
can you keep an audience’s interest 


and smoke the “leaves of a locally 
grown herb". School trips to the local 
rep were never this much fon. 

Once, a power failure cut off elec- 
tric lights for a show in Kerala, south- 
ern India, leaving the stage lit onty by 
a low-level lamp. The result was an un- 
expected optical illusion in which the 
actors seemed to float in the dark, 
evoking a “dream-like state”. Bye-bye 
naturalism, hello visionary theatre. 

But is this just another case of cul- 
tural imperialism? One bored former 
associate director of the National 
Theatre roams the world, picking up 
tasty hints from faraway cultures, 
and brings them home to spice up the 
West's jaded palate? Definitely not. 
Russell Brown does not want to 
plunder Third World theatre and 
import its gems. He prefers to learn 
from it and see what its methods might 
do for our stage. 

Fbr example, India’s Kuttyattam 
theatre, which is both highl y con- 
trived and extensively improvised, 
provokes thoughts about how today's 
Shakespeare tends to be rehearsed to 
death. While, in the Thirties, Stratford 
productions had a two- or three-week 
rehearsal period, today's rehearsals 
stretch over as many as eight weeks. 
Lack of rehearsal makes actors im- 
provise more and take greater risks, 
with the result that their acting is more 
alive. Long rehearsals mean careful 
subtle and o riginal interpretations 
that may put audiences to sleep. 

Nor is unprepared acting alien to 
the British tradition. In 1922, Harley 
Granville- Barker (the acton director 


THURSDAY POEM 

THE FAULTLINE 

BY BERNARD O DONOGHUE 

When there’s a sprinkle of snow 
In mid-January, yet not enough 
To stop it taming vein-translucent 
When young relationships freeze 
And snap. When death, suddenly. 

Crops up in the conversation 
And no-one quite remembers 
Who raised the subject As far past 
Solstice as November was before it; 

No saga of spring, and no 
Going back. All just serving 
To show, in case we’d forgotten, 

Otir faultline: that we're designed 
TO live neither together nor alone. 

Our poems today and tomorrow come from Bernard Q'Donoghue’s 
new collection, ‘Here Nor There' (Chatto & Windus, £8.99)- 



Kurosawa's film ’Ran* adapted ‘King Lear* to medieval Japan 


and dramatist) argued against care- 
fully prepared, long-running produc- 
tions. The art of acting “may profit a 
little by failure, but what it cannot en- 
dure is the numbing monotony of 
success". Highly polished perform- 
ances are related to good acting, be 
said, as reproductions are to an orig- 
inal Rembrandt 

Let's imagine such ideas applied to 
today’s Royal Shakespeare Company. 
Instead of the director-led, long- 
rehearsal institution, we would have 
10 smaller companies working as 
actors' collectives. Actors would 
quickly learn their words and impro- 
vise on stage. There would beadif- 
ferent show every night All the pricey 
scenery would go on the scrap heap; 
all the costumes to the Theatre Mus- 
eum. Everyday clothes and common 
props would be used; audiences would 
be encouraged to cheer on the action. 

Not onty does Russell Brown want 
to change actors; he also wants to 
change audiences. Drawing on his ex- 
perience of open-air theatre in India, 


he shows how spectators there treat 
actors like sporting heroes, calling out 
encouragement, advice and praise. 
Even in Kabuki, with its extraordinary 
artifice, star actors are greeted by 
name when they first arrive on stage. 
The best way to kill such lively aud- 
iences is to put them indoors in dark- 
ened halls. 

The last part of New Sites for 
Shakespeare argues for complete 
reform of the way the British bard is 
performed. Neatly written and jargon- 
free, Russell Brown’s polemic is one 
of the best books about Shakespeare 
because it dares to ask a basic ques- 
tion: what's the point of drama? Even 
if you don’t agree with his opinions 
about the reconstructed Globe 
Theatre, or think his views on today’s 
touring companies are a bit outdated, 
bis passion, energy and longing for ex- 
citement command attention. But be- 
ware: this book may encourage you to 
abandon your yearly outing to the 
theatre, and go abroad instead. 

Aleks Slerz 
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Brian Moore 


A SLIGHT, lonesome-looking Irish 
gentleman, invariably photo- 
graphed wearing a capacious 
mackintosh or tweed jacket and a 
quizzical smile: Brian Moore’s 
modest appearance belied an 
achievement as boundless as his 
talent His fan dub extended from 
Graham Greene and Alfred Hitch- 
cock to Christopher Ricks, Anita 
Brookner and Barry Humphries. 

His 20 novels appeared at regu- 
lar intervals, without any apparent 
fuss or strain, as though on some 
creative production line, and were 
all praised with a fulsomeness that 
became predictable. He won many 
prizes, was shortlisted for the Book- 
er Prize three times, and saw five of 
his novels filmed. His imagination 
ranged freely across continents and 
time zones, from Thirties Belfast to 
modern New York and from France 
under Napoleon HI to the Jesuits 
of 17th-century Quebec. And (he 
main themes of his work, the con- 
cerns that spurred him again and 
again to write, were the largest 
and most problematic of all: virtue, 
conscience, faith and sin. 

Despite regular publication, plau- 
dits and prizes, Moore never quite 
achieved fame. Partly this was the 
result of location: be never lived in 
England, where his reputation was 
highest, and was never part of the 
literary establishment there or in 
America. But he was an outsider by 
temperament Uniquely among es- 
tablished writers, he would not ac- 
cept cash advances for his work, 
saying, “They make you a kind of in- 
dentured servant to the publisher. If 
a book isn’t working, I like to be able 
to throw it away.” Nor would be have 
any truck with modern trends such 
as die walk-on part for the author 
(Tm not the sort of writer who can 
afford flourishes. I don’t want the 
reader to hear or see me”) although 
it could be argued that he pre-dated 
magical realism in The Great Vic- 
torian Collection (1975 >, where an 
antique expert's dream exhibition of 
priceless objects is reified outside his 
window in Carmel California. 

He cannot quite be claimed as one 
of their own by English or Irish or 
American or Canadian literature. He 
wrote for no constituency except in- 
telligent readers of strongly plotted 
novels underpinned by a serious 
moral purpose. “I like to say that I 
have no parish,” he told Michael 
Shelden in 1997: 


the IRA. The young Brian thus had 
patriotism to a united Ireland, and 
the Catholic’s fear of Hefl, injected 
in his bloodstream from an eariy age. 
Neitherquite converted him. He re- 
mained ambivalent about his beliefs; 
“ I felt tremendous guilt when I was 
very young,” he once said, “because 
I was always convinced I had made 
a bad First Confession." 

Moore lost his faith, partly as a 
way of circumventing his tenor of 
damnation, but remained fascinat- 
ed by the numinous and the power 
of faith. He admired those who be- 
lieved strongly in things, even if 
they were demonstrably wrong. His 
books are fall of passionately held be- 
liefs and equally passionate rejec- 
tions of faith -in Catholics (1972), he 
memorabtyportrayedthemindofan 
elderly friar who tries to save a re- 
ligious order from extinction even as 
his own faith dwindles to nothing. 

He joined the war effort as a civil- 
ian (his father would have been in- 
censed had he joined the British 
army), working in the British Min- 
istry of War Transport, and later 
spenttwo years with the UN Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration, 
distributing supplies in Warsaw. He 
was present at the trial of Rudolf 


Tm not the sort 
of writer who can 
afford flourishes. 
I don't want the 
reader to hear 
or see me 9 


1 live as I choose and I write about vari- 
ous times and places ... One problem far 
Irish writers is that they tend to be ob- 
sessed with Ireland. Because I had em- 
igrated I didn't want to spend the rest of 
try life writing about the life I left behind. 


He was born in Belfast in 1921, 
one of eight children, a large fami- 
ly of devout republican Catholics. His 
father was a surgeon, and the first 
Papist ever to be elected to the Sen- 
ate of Queen's University. One of his 
uncles had been commander-in- 
chief of the Irish Republican Broth- 
erhood, an eariy, try-out version of 


Hoss, the notorious commandant of 
Auschwitz, watched as witnesses 
went up to spit in Boss’s face, and 
never forgot the final interchange. 
The judge said, “You are responsi- 
ble for the death of at least a million 
people. What have you to say for 
yourself?" Hoss looked at the court 
“I am a German officer;” he replied 
proudly. “I obeyed my orders." 

Moore left Belfast, he said, to 
spare his parents the spectacle of 
seeing him refuse to attend Mass on 
Sundays. But It was the pursuit of a 
woman 10 years his senior that 
brought him across the Atlantic to 
Canada in 1948. The object of his af- 
fections turned him down, but he 
stuck around, became a journalist 
on the Montreal Gazette, and start- 
ed to write. He married his first 
wife. Jacqueline Scully, a French- 
Canadian, in 1952. 

His first books were written 
under the nom de plume of Michael 
Biyan. The first published under his 
real name was The Lonely Passion 
of Judith Heame. It had been re- 
jected by 10 American publishers 
when it came into the offices of the 


London firm of Andrd Deutsch in 
1954. Laurie Lee, the poet and future 
author of Cider TOiflosie, consid- 
ered it offensive because of a scene 
in a lavatory, but the editor Diana 
Athill recognised its qualities and 
recommended Deutsch buy it It was 
published in 1955, was reviewed 
with instant enthusiasm and won the 
Author’s Club prize for a first noveL 

A bleak tale about a lonely alco- 
holic Belfast spfasfcec toe germ of the 
book was a stray remark made by 
Mrs Keogh, one of Moore’s mother’s 
lame-duck single friends: she had 
been engaged just once, and used to 
refer to “my brother-in-law that 
would have been". The poignancy of 
the remark triggered some creative 
empathy in Moore that would be 
replicated in further novels of 
women suffering a loss of faith or a 
disastrous impulse towards carnal 
love 0 Am Mary Dunne, 1968; The 
Temptaiumcf Eileen Hughes, 1981). 

Religion, sex and an Irish back- 
ground constantly recurred in 
Moore’s work. He had a virtual 
fetish about writing in the voice, and 
the skin, of a woman. He defended 
it tightly, saying, “If I write as a 
woman,- 1 can do all the autobio- 
graphical stuff without getting 
picked up on it"; but the regularity 
with which he performed this trans- 
gender ventriloquism suggests a 
deeply serious engagement with fe- 
male emotional responses. The 
charting of a doomed modem love 
affair in The Doctor’s W^e, filled with 
off-puttingly clinical sexual en- 
counters, marked perhaps the tow- 
point of these explorations, although 
the book was shortlisted for the 
Booker Prize in 1976. 

Moore moved to NewTbik in the 
early Sixties. His marriage broke up 
and, in 1966, he moved to California 
with his second wife. Jean Denney, 
to whom many of his novels are de- 
votedly inscribed. They settled in 
Malibu, and spent holidays in a fir- 
lined, ocean-overlooking retreat in 
Nova Scotia, her family’s home. 
The condition of home and exile, es- 
pecially Irish exile, informed many 
of his books, most notably The Luck 
of Ginger Coffey (I960), which was 
filmed with Robert Shaw and Mary 
Ure. TWo decades later The Mangan 
Inheritance (1979) featured a re- 
verse journey, with an American 
writer searching for his Irish roots, 
and a foothold in literazy history 
through kinship with the poet James 
Clarence Mangan. 

One, perhaps surprising, influ- 
ence on Moore's work was the movie 
director Alfred Hitchcock. Educat- 
ed by Jesuits, and just as religion- 
haunted as Moore, Hitchcock was 
impressed toe “cold eroticism” of 
The Feast of Lvpercal (1956), in 
which a nervous schoolteacher 
spends an innocent night with a 
young girt. He liked the way Moore 
got inside women’s heads, and 
signed him up to imagine how the 
wives of famous modem spies might 
react to their defection. The result 
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toen challenged. Macdonald hdd a 
Snate ^Vief that it was the ■ 
BBCs duty to create a i jdnm. 
news channel to match toe eted- 
SofBBCTO)rid Service 
1986, he left his job as jwbtical co- 
respondent at the World Service to 

take the first tentative steps. ... 

In those eariy pioneering days, 
when CNN ruled in the global news 
village, Macdonald and his col- 
leagues found much opposition, *“ 

. u»= Manv BBC 
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executives uia nui *• — 

gjflgm for the venture. Ftmdmgwas 
a fraught subject as neither the 
licence fee nor the World Service 
grant-in-aid was available. The com- 
mercial route was taken, and the 
BBC’s global television news service 
was developed by the commercial 
t&risaon of the BBC. There were con- 
cerns too over standards - how 
could a commercially funded news 
chann el maintain BBC standards? 

Alan Macdonald was at toe fore-, 
front of the launch in 1991 and sub- 

- i. T1T1A vrk-l«l 




•£• . .’$1^ 



A writer who combined effortless story-telling with moral questioning 


VPPA 


was toe film Tbm Curtain (1966), 
starring Paul Newman and Julie An- 
drews. It was generally regarded as 
minor-league stuff, but Moore was 
responsible for the intensity of the 
best scene, in which Newman spec- 
tacularly bungles the murder of a 
Communist villain in a Soviet 
kitchen. “You know, my father was 
a surgeon.” Moore had informed 
Hitchcock, “and he always said it 
wasn't that easy to kill a man , . 

In return, the master of sus- 
pense taught him about plot struc- 
ture and narrative drive - lessons he 
only put into practice much later. 
After 1987, his style changed dras- 
tically. IBs novels became more 
consciously public. His prose, never 
exactly luxuriant, became as dipped 
and spare as a crew-cut His plots 
raced along tike thrillers, with 
hardly a moment for reflection, 
although their settings were 
significant battle zones. 

The Colour qf Blood (Booker 
shortlisted in 1987) begins with 
squealing tyres and gunshots as the 
Cardinal Primate of Poland goes on 
toe run from the security police and, 


like an episcopal King Lear; learns 
the cost of political beliefs when 
you’re not clad in robes of office. In 
Lies qf Silence (Booker shortlisted, 
1990) a Belfast hotel manages on the 
verge of leaving his wife, has to drive 
a proxy bomb to blow up his awn 
hotel an pain of having his wife killed. 

Perhaps it was the dormant 
genes of his Ulster background that 
led to a late series of novels on colo- 
nial themes. Apart from toe Jesuit 
missionaries in Canada in Black 
Robe U9S5 the wrote The Statement 
(1996) about a Catholic French killer 
protected by the church under the 
Vichy regime; and So Other Life 
(1993). about a messianic priest com- 
ing to power on a Frencb-Caribbean 
island under a military dictatorship 
not a million miles from Haiti. 

His most recent noveL The Ma- 
gician’s Wife (1997), sent an ambi- 
tious French prestidigitator and his 
nervous spouse to a serie. or court 
gathering, at Compiegne in 1856, 
whence Napoleon m sends him to 
Algeria to amaze the Islamic peas- 
ants with Western magic, and the 
reader is pitched into a choice be- 


tween systems of befiet between 
credulity and hypocrisy. 

The glitter and heft of Brian 
Moore’s achievement, toe eclecti- 
cism and range of his oeuvre, the 
consistency and truth of bis powers 
of evocation, are bewildering to con- 
template. He was a writer who faith- 
fully externalised the promptings of 
his consdence and found settings fix* 
moral debate in toe most unlikely 
times and places. Rootless, but ob- 
sessed by his roots, bereft of reli- 
gious faith, but always drawn to the 
springs and impulses and betrayals 
of personal faith, he was a writer who 
combined effortless story-telling 
with moral questioning, and brought 
a vivid seriousness to toe post-war 
noveL He is one of toe few modern 
practitioners who will be read with 
pleasure in 50 years’ time. 


John Walsh 


Brian Moore, novelist bom 
Belfast 25 August 1921 ; married 
1952 Jacqueline Scully { one son ■ 
marriage dissolved), 1966 Jean 
Denney; died Malibu, California 11 
January 1999. 


Professor Valerie Pitt 
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toe BBCs first international sateffite 
tele vision t-hannAL He became Head 
of Business Development and Re- 
gional Director South Asia and the 
Middle East, and established part- 
nerships and distribution arrange- 
ments as the channel spread 
throughout the world. Now, there is 
scarcely a continent or country where 
the BBC World signal is not available. 

Macdonald’s background in toe 
world’s most respected radio service 
was useful in his new role. But he 
knew only too well that, no matter 
however strong the brand, tougher.: 
rules apply in toe commercial mar- 
ket for news: markets do not sud- 
denly appear when satellite signals 
are beamed; each territory is fought 

for; against both established and 

growing competition; and each ter- 

ritory won must cover its costs. If the 
BBC can succeed with BBC World 

today it wifi be because of toe earty 

work done by people like Macdonald. 1 
Those who watched him at work 

in India, Taiwan, Hong Kong, toe 

Middle Blast and elsewhere, saw 

hem combine an understanding aftoe 

commercial realities with an admir- 

able personal code. He believed in 
establishing Long-standing relation- : 

ships based on trust and many of bis 

business partners' became friends. 

Alan Macdonald cut a distinctive 

figure among toe younger media 

men of today - tab (he towered 

above most people), old-fashioned 

in manner and mode, a tittle eccen- 

tric (he was one of the few BBC ex- 
ecutives who rode a motor-bike), 
imaginative and amusing 
He was born in 1945 and educat- 
ed at Whitgift School, Croydon. He 
went on to read Chinese, Economics 

and Sociology at Leeds University, 

after pending a year as a teacher in 

Malaysia working with the British aid 

organisation \fohmtaiy Service Over- 

seas. From 1966 he worked as are- 




VALERIE PITT was one of the most 
astute, perceptive, entertaining, 
and, when she wanted to be - 
which was much of the time - dev- 
astating figures of the late-2Qlh- 
century Church of England, a 
church with winch she had a iung 
and- turbulent relationship of dis- 
loyal faithfulness. Drawn to Angli- 
canism by its theological potential 
rather than its culture, she once 
wrote that its spiritual life was 
“carefully insulated from the world 
in which coal is mined and lemon 
meringue pie is made . . . Betjeman 
is only too justly its poet" 

Her theological position is per- 
haps best described as one of “rad- 
ical orthodoxy", a term which only 
came into fashion in Cambridge as 
she was dying. Her theological 
and spiritual mentors were Austin 
Fairer, Gordon Phillips, Michael 
Ramsey, and her dear friend 
Percy Coleman who had been her 
confessor for over 50 years. 

Born in 1925 in Beckham. the el- 
dest of six children, Valerie Pitt was 


part of a working-class family with 
strong socialist convictions. One of 
her grandfathers was active in the 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, 
while the other helped to lead the 
Bakers Union and addressed the bak- 
ers' strike m Trafalgar Square in 1913. 

After school in Camberwell, she 
went to St Hugh’s College, Oxford, 
in 1943 to read English; and there, 
having been secretary of the Stmatic 
Society she was received into the An- 
glican Church. Her Blitt disserta- 
tion was on the roots of Shelley’s 
philosophy, and she wrote her only 
major published work, on Lord Ten- 
nyson, Tennyson Laureate (1962). 

After four years lecturing at 
Cardiff, in 1953 she became a Fellow 
of Newnham College, Cambridge, 
but in 1958 returned to London, 
where she became a lecturer at 
■Woolwich Polytechnic, an institution 
which was to be her academic home, 
under its various identities as 
Thames Polytechnic and the Uni- 
versity of Greenwich, for almost 30 
years. She was head of the Depart- 



*1 shall now leave (he church’ 


ment of liberal Studies and later of 
the School of Humanities, becoming 
one of the first “polytechnic profes- 
sors” shortly after her retirement 
It was the 1950s monthly journal 
Prism, toe organ of a new breed of 
progressive Anglo-Catbolics, some- 
times called toe “angry young An- 


glicans”. which made Vhlerie Pitt's 
name well-known in radical church 
circles. Her Prism pamphlet The 
Church CornmissfoiiersjcrEnpfaTid 
(1967) was one of the earliest critiques 
of that curious body, while her satir- 
ical reflection on the cUch6-ridden 
and patronising style of the 1958 
Lambeth Conference, published in 
November 1958, is still relevant today. 

In 1965 she was elected to the 
Church Assembly (the precursor of 
the General Synod), where, on 29 
June 1967, she introduced a resolu- 
tion calling for toe admission of 
women to holy orders, a critical 
resolution which was not to see its 
fulfilment for many years. Her spon- 
taneous speeches were awaited 
with delight and anticipation in that 
somewhat dreary body. 

On one occasion when toe late 
Gervase Duffield, a right-wing evan- 
gelical was warning of the existence 
of a sinister and “web-organised fac- 
tion” which was seeking to bring 
about disestablishment, Valerie Pitt 
arose and asked for the name and 


address of the secretary so she 
could join it It was in fact as a re- 
sult 'of her membership of the com- 
mission on church and state (the 
Chadwick Commission) of 1970 that 
she became widely known in the 
Church. Her "memorandum of dis- 
sent", in which she argued the case 
for disestablishment, remains one of 
the formative documents in this 
continuing debate. 

She could be a formidable mem- 
ber of any audience. On one occa- 
sion, in a south London church 
where a clergyman was using his 
sermon to defend the British midear 
deterrent, she suddenly rose, and an- 
nounced to the electrified congre- 
gation: “Reverend Father, I do not 
propose to stay in this church and 
witness the misuse of this Christian 
pulpit for the promotion of mili- 
tarism. I shall now leave the church, 
and toe churchwardens will kindly 
inform me when the Mass re- 
sumes." The preacher was so taken 
aback that he lost the thread of his 
sermon and retired in confusion as 


Pitt was escorted back to her pew. 

She was deeply hurt by the be- 
haviour of some of the overseas bish- 
ops at the Lambeth Conference of 
1998 ami wrote a letter to the Church 
Times, asking “Can I myself- could 
any decent person - remain in the 
bind of church that [was] displayed 
to us? Do I want to?" Yet Valerie Pitt 
remained a woman of profound 
Christian faith, even if increasingly 
discontented with what she took to 
be the trivialising, the shallowness 
and toe lack of serious thinking and 
debate in the Church of England. 

Kenneth Leech 


Valerie Joan Pitt, English scholar. 
bom London 24 February 2925; jFfel- 
low, Newnham College, Cambridge 
2953-5$ Lecturer m Humanities, 
Woolwich Polytechnic (from 1970 
Thames Polytechnic) 195842, Seni- 
or Lecturer 1962-66, Principal Lec- 
turer in charge qf humanities 
2366-72, Head, School ofHumanities 
1971-86, Professor 1987; died 
London 4. January 1999. 


gionai newspaper reporter before 

joining BBC Wortd Service as an 
international journalist 
He joined External Services 

News, as it was then, in March 1972 

and held a number of positions - 

notably duty editor; specialist cor- 

respondent assistant intake editor 
and Newsroom assistant editor He 

travelled to many parts of the world 

as a foreign correspondent and 
worked in London as toe BBC World 
Service political correspondent 
during the early years of the 
Thatcher government 
Even serious Alness (he was di- 
agnosed with a brain tumour a year 
ago) didn’t dampen his spirit nor stop 

him. It was characteristic of Mao 

donald that he turned aside all ad- 

vice to stay away from work. He 
believed he had a personal duty to 

the BBC, and he did his duty until the 

end of his life. 


Goro Yamaguchi 


THE BAMBOO flute is central to 
Japanese traditional music. It is 
played vertically, with a notched 
mouthpiece and five finger holes - 
four equidistant on top and an upper 
one at the back for the thumb. 

Itis called a shokuhachi, a name 
derived from the native measuring 
units defining the instrument’s stan- 
dard length, one shaku, and eight 
hachi, a total of 54.5 centimetres. It 
is made only from a certain type of 
bamboo, toe mandate (PhyUos- 
tnchya bambusoides) which is sEeed 
off near the root to create the swelling 
‘•bell" at the base. The inner bore is 
lacquered. There is no reed. 

One of the great modern masters 


of the shokuhachi was Goro Yhm- 
aguefai, who was born into a family 
of traditional musicians. His moth- 
er played the tato and the shamisen, 
and bis father Shino Yamaguchi, was 
a leading virtuoso performer on toe 
shokuhachi. He gave Goro his first 
lessons at the rather late age of 11. 

His son showed such an amazing 
gift for the instrument and made 
such rapid progress that he was able 
to give his first concert at the age of 
13, in 1947. This was despite toe fact 
that the instrument is considered tite 
most difficult to master. It takes a 
long time to acquire the character- 
istic head -shaking that produces 
its haunting mystical tones, its almost: 


ethereal voice, half-human, half- 
animal, that sends shivers up and 
down the spine. Just to be able to 
produce a sound takes long practice. 

The bamboo' flute had come to 
Japan, like so much else, from China 
in the late seventh century and was 
included in Japanese court orches- 
tras igagaku) until the end of the 
ninth century. From the early 16th 
century it was associated with the 
Hike sect of Zen Buddhism. The 
playing of the shokuhachi was 
regarded as a spiritual discipline 
by the priests and a source of 
enlightenment for the listeners. 

The Zen refigious practice has eo- 
dured to the present day but the 


bamboo flute has become secu- 
larised and is now often heard to 
sublime effect in works by contem- 
porary composers both Japanese 
and Western. It has also gained 
popularity with classic jazz musi- 
cians. It is a musical feature of 
mapy chambaro or samurai sword- 
fight movies in which it is sometime 
used as a weapon of a non-lethal na- 
ture, The shokuhachi was used in 
Minoriz Miki’s kabuki opera An 
Actor's Revenge (for which I wrote 
the libretto) when it was performed 
by the English Music Theatre at the 
Old Vie season in 1979. 

Goro Tfamaguchi’s renowned al- 
bums of traditional music indude the 


1968 Zen meditation music for 
the Nonesuch Explorer series, “A 
Bell Ringing in Empty Sky", the 
first widely commercialised West- 
ern recording of the shokuhachi 
repertoire, which attracted many 
Western fans, some of whom took 
up the instrument and even went 
to Japan to find teachers and, in 
exceptional cases, to receive in- 
struction from toe master himself. 
Some of those foreign performers 
are now stars in Japan and there 
are even groups of Western 
shokuhachi players. 

In 1977, music from toe album 
was included with work by the great 
composers of Western culture in a 


selection of Earth’s music rocketed 
into space by Nasa’s Voyager 2. 

In 1992 Yamaguchi was designat- 
ed a “living national treasure” <nin- 
gen kakuhoi He was also a sensitive 

teachec and fa the United States was 
the firstvisitfag Artist in Residence 
to honour Wxl^yan University's pro- 



A little eccentric for the BBC 


Fittingly for a dedicated per- 
former of Zen music, his funeral took 
place at Zenkojl Temple in Tokyo, 

James rirkiup 


Macdonald was m acth , 
porter of the Downs SyndraLX 

waehonandpla»daiS^^ 



Goro Yamaguchi, shakuhachi 
player: bom Tbfcyo 2933; married 
(two daughters); died 7b kuo 3 
January 1999. 
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IF THE “Mile of the Century” between 
Britain’s Roger Bannister and Aus- 
tralia’s John Landy was the most 
talked-of race in track and field histo- 
ry before its running on 7 August 1954 
at the Empire Games in Vancouver; the 
marathon that had begun two hours 
earlier on the same afternoon was to 
become, thanks to Jim Peters, the stuff 

of athletics legend. 

Bannister who had run his four- 
minute mile earlier in the same year; did 
not disappoint bis admirers and duty 
beat his great rival Landy in a truly 
memorable race. Barely 20 minutes 
la tec as the temperature in the non- 
if existent shade rose to 75F against the 
f rather incongruous backdrop of the 
snow-veined Grouse Mountains, the 
35-year-old Peters, favourite for the 
marathon gold medal, entered the sun- 
drenched arena, weaving and swaying 
from side to side. 

Sixteen mdn had begun the race but 
only six were to return. Peters, along 
with his countryman Stan Cox, took an 
early lead, passing the five-mile mark 
in 28min 15sec. The race wore on up the 
steep Kingsway and through the Van- 
couver streets, deserted thanks to view- 
ers watching on television or in 'the 
stadium, but before long it was plain that 
aO was not welL Peters passed the 20- 
mile post in Ihr 48min but Cox, by now 
about 400 yards behind, was beginning 
to feel the effects of sunstroke. 

There was a heat haze over the 
roads and the melting tarmac began 
sticking to his rubber-soled shoes. Just 
before the 25-mile mark Cox became so 
groggy he crashed into a lamp-post but 
when be heard that Bannister had won 
* the mile he got up and ran another 100 
yards before the police led him away to 
a nearly ambulance. 

Peters, who had set a new world 
record earlier that year and had covered 
more than 5,000 miles in training, strug- 
gled up the last two hills but arrived at 
the stadium gates in a dangerously de- 
hydrated condition with the hist 385 yards 
around the track to run. Staggering 
and clawing his way along on all fours 
and falling at least six times, he took 1 1 
minutes to cover the first 200 yards. 

Bannister; along with others at the 
track-side, could only watch, as they 
knew any attempt to assist Peters 
would disqualify him. Eventually 
.^-' thought after crossing the photo-finish 
line nearly 200 yards short of the actu- 


al finish line, he could go no further and 
with arms and legs still going through 
the motions of running he was carried 
off to hospital to join Cox, who was 
fighting for his life. 

Peters spent the next seven hours in 
an oxygen tent during which time no less 
than half a gallon of saline solution and 
dextrose was fed into him intravenously. 
As the treatment took effect, the two 
men began to recover. Joe McGhee, 
meanwhile, an RAF officer from Scot- 
land, had fallen over five times during 
the race and called for an ambulance, 
but when he heard that Peters and Cox 
were out of the race he got up and 
finished the course to win. 

The psychological and physical re- 
actions Peters suffered were so marked 
that he was advised by doctors to retire 
from athletics and he never ran again, 
although he always maintained he was 
robbed of the gold medal in \%mcouver 
as the course was longer than the 
regulation 26 miles 385 yards. 

Those appeals fell on deaf ears, but 
the Duke of Edinburgh awarded him an 
honorary gold medal on Christmas Eve 
of the same year for his gallantry, and 


Staggering and 
clawing his way 
along on all fours , 
he took 1 1 minutes 
to cover 200 yards 


last year; to mark his 80th birthday, Pe- 
ters was proud to receive the Duke’s 
good wishes once again. 

Born in Homerton, east London, but 
raised in Becontree in Essex, Peters was 
a useful schoolboy cricketer and foot- 
baller before taking up athletics. The 
outbreak of the Second World War in- 
terrupted his progress. Peters joining 
the RAMC, but afterwards, and by now 
a qualified optician, he returned to run- 
ning. although he was disappointed to 
finish only ninth in the 10,000m at the 
1948 Olympics in London. 

Approaching the age of 30, he was 
tempted to retire, but his coach per- 
suaded him to take up marathon run- 



ning and engaged him in a series of 
innovative training techniques focusing 
on speed and strength routines. In 1952 
be set the first of four world records for 
the distance with a time of 2:20:42.2 but 
failed to finish at the Helsinki Olympics 
owing to cramp. 

The following yean however; with a 
running style that grew more and more 
exagg erated and led at times to blood 
seeing from his torso as his thumb-nail 
tore into his vest, he set two more world 
records and won four of the world's 
largest marathon races. Then, on 26 
June the following year, with a time of 
2:17:39.4 in the Polytechnic Marathon 
from Windsor to Chiswick. Peters 


Fabrizio De Andre 


- FABRIZIO DE ANDRE was the anarchist 
son of a wealthy industrialist, a native 
of Genoa who preferre d Sardinia, and 
a singer-songwriter who was very 
sparing with his words: “I write songs 
and I speak,” De Andre pointed out, 
whenever he came under pressure to 
do either of these things, “only if I 
have something to say.” 

In a musical career spanning 35 
years, he came up with enough to fill 
only 19 LPs, including “best ofe” and live 
.recordings. What he said, however, 
. Shoved generations of young Italians, 
and had a profound effect on the nation’s 
song-writing tradition. 

With his jowly, deeply lined face, 
constantfyhalfa)tecuxedl^sm(^fr(xri 
. a never-ending string of cigarettes. De 
Andre would not have kwked out of place 
as a night-club crooner. But his intense, 
mesmerising ballads - of the outcast and 
downcast, of war and religion, of the in- 
iquities of power and capitalist might - 


would have jarred in that atmosphere. 
Besides, such dose and regular contact 
with the public would have been hell for 
this very private performer. “For years, 
I couldn’t even get up on a stage with- 
out drinking a litre of whisky to steady 
myself beforehand,” he confessed. 

Vet music was the driving force in the 
life of De Andre who, as a teenager in 
the 1950s, would hawk his compositions 
around record producers in Milan. In 
1958 , a t the a ge of 18, his first single “Nu- 
vole baroc die” (“Baroque Clouds”) was 
released, sinking more or less without 
trace. He limped from medical studies 
to h umaniti es and then law, playing his 
guitar in small-time Genoese bands and 

writing songs. Then in 1965, he penned 
“La canzone di MarineUa" (“Marinel- 
la’s Song”), which was recorded by the 
female singing star Mma. With L600.000 
of royalties in his pocket, De Andre 
ditched university and laundied himself 
into a full-time musical careen 


Unlike other popular political singer- 
songwriters of the 1960s and 1970s, De 
AndTO made no secret of his intellectu- 
al leanings. “Ttitti morimmo a stento " 
(“We All Died of Hardship”, 1968) was 
a homage to the French poet Louis 
Villon, the album Non al denaro, ne 
alTamore ne al eielo (“Not For Money 
or Love or the Sky", 1971) was inspired 
by Edgar Lee Master’s Spoon River 
Anthology, and Nuvdle (“Clouds”, 1990) 
drew on Aristophanes. 

His fascination with folk traditions led 
him to blend Sardinian and native 
American music in his 1981 album Fbb- 
rizio De Andre. The musician David 
Byrne was deeply impressed - and 
influenced - by his Creuza de md 
(“Mule Ttack by the Sea”, 1984), songs 
inspired by Mediterranean culture 
and sung in Genoese dialect, which 
predated the World Music boom. 

Ever a champion of the underdog, De 
Andre sang his support for gypsies, sui- 


cide cases and illegal immigrants. He 
lambasted hypocritical clients of pros- 
titution, and the death penalty. And, for 
awhile, be sympathised with bandits in 
his adopted home in Sardinia. Until that 
is, they kidnapped him and his wife Dori 
Ghezzi in 1978, keeping them chained 
to a tree in the island’s desolate heart- 
lands for four months. The irony of the 
anarchista buono (the good anarchist) 
being ransomed for L600m - a vast sum 
at the time - by his wealthy capitalist 
of a father was lost on no one. De Andre, 
however, shrugged it off, and charac- 
teristically, turned the experience into 
“Hotel Supramonte”, one of his best- 
loved works. 

Anne Hanley 

Fabrizio De Andre, singer-songioriter 
bom Genoa, Italy 18 February 
1940; married Dori Ghezzi (one 
son, one daughter): died Milan 11 
January 1999. 
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Births, 
^Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

TOMLINSON: Lucy Margaret, 
died suddenfr at home 7 Janu- 
ary 1999 aged 59. Rmeral at 
Worcester Crematorium, 21 Jan- 
uary, at llam. Loving mother, 
daughte r sister and friend. 


ROYAL 

Engagements 

The Princess Royal presents 
Wbrldaware’s 10th anniversary 
Business Awards at the Royal 
Institution, London Wl: as Presi- 
dent of the Patrons, Crime Con- 
cern, attends a Neighbourhood 
Safety Partnershm Luncheon at 
Claridge’s Hotel. London WL 
and, as Patron, British Qualify 
Foundation, attends a Pounder 
Members Reception at St 
James's Palace. 


Changing of the guard 
“ " 

. The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the 
Queen’s Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, llam. 


Forthcoming 

Marriages 


Mr D. W. de Vos 
and Miss S. L. Pullen 
The engagement is 
announced between Dirk, 
son of Mr W. de Vos, of 
Johannesburg, South Africa, 
and Mrs A. de Vos, of Cape 
Ttown, and .Samantha, daugh- 
ter of the late Mr Lester 
Pullen and of Mrs Angela 
Pullen, of Nassau. Bahamas. 


Birthdays 

Captain Sir Alastair Aird, 
Comptroller to the Queen 
Mother; 68; Professor Sir 
Melville Arnott, cardiologist, 
90; Mr Peter Barkworto, 
actor; 70; Miss Carol Bel- 
lamy, executive director of 
Unicef, 57; Mr Richard 
Briers, actor; 65; Baroness 
Brooke of YstradfeHte, 
former Vice-Chairman, Con- 
servative Party, 91; Lady 
Byford, former President, 
Conservative and Unionist 
Association, 58; Lord Catto, 
president, Morgan Grenfell 
76; Miss Fhye Dunaway, ' 
actress, 58; Mr Michael 
Fbster MP, 35; Miss Mama 


Gielgud, ballerina, 54; Miss 
Andr€e Grenfell, former 
managing dire dot; Glemby 
International, 59; Mr Brian 
Hardie, cricketer, 49; Sir 
Martin Holdgate, President 
Zoological Society of London, 
69; Mr Jack Jones, singer; 
61; Professor Sir Hans 
Korn berg, former Master of 
Christ’s College, Cambridge, 
71; Mr John Lever, Head- 
master Canford School, 47; 
Mr Warren Mitchell, actor, 
78; Mr Trevor Nunn, 
theatre director 59; Sir Neil 
Pritchard, former 
ambassador to Thailand, 88; 
Sir Vernon Seccombe, 
chairman, Plymouth Hospi- 
tals NHS Trust, 71; Mile 
Caterina Valente, guitarist 
and singer, 68; Mr Bill Wer- 
berniuk, snooker player, 43; 
Sir John Woodcock, former 
HM Chief Inspector of 
Constabulary 67; Mr Roger 
Young, chief executive, 
Scottish Hydro-Electric, 55. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Benedict Arnold, 
soldier and traitor; 1741; Dr 
Albert Schweitzer; mission- 
ary surgeon, 1875; Hugh 
Lofting, writer; 1886; Hal 


Roach, film producer and 
director, 1892; Sir Cecil Whi- 
ter Hardy Beaton, photogra- 
pher and stage designer; 

1904. Deaths: Edmond 
Halley, astronomer; 1742; 
Lewis Carroll (Charles 
Lutwidge Dodgson), writer; 
1898; Humphrey DeForest 
Bogart, actor; 1957; Anals 
Nin, writer and poetess, 1977. 
On this day: the Great Frost 
Rur began on the Thames, 
1205; the law requiring 
motorists to wear seat-belts 
was made permanent, 1986. 
Tbday is the Feast Day of St 
Antony Pucd, St Barbasy- 
mas orBarbascemin, St 
Datius, St Felix of Nola, St 
Kentigern or Mungo, St Mac- 
rina the Elder; The Martyrs 
of Mount Sinai and St Sava. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin 
Wiggins, “Portraits Ui): Van 
Dyck, Equestrian Portrait of 
Charles r, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Sarah Bowles, 
“Rococo and the Decorative 
Arts”, 2pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Liza Vaughan-Hughes, “A 
Golden Quill: a programme 


to mark the qua tercentenary 
of the death of Edmund 
Spenser", 1.10pm. 

British Museum: Timothy 
Clark, “Harunobu and the 
Birth of the Japanese Colour 
Print", 1130am. 

Wallace Collection, London 
Wl: Patricia Ffelkner, “Dutch 
Paintings”, lpm. 


Leonard 

Cheshire 

Lord Puttnam delivered the 
Leonard Cheshire Lecture 
yesterday at the Stationers' • 
Hall, London EC4. His sub- 
ject was “Inclusion or Exclu- 
sion? - disabled people in 
tomorrow’s society”. Mr 
Jonathan Dimbleby and Sir 
David Goodall Chairman of 
Leonard Cheshire (the 
Leonard Cheshire Founda- 
tion), also spoke. Among 
those attending were: 

Sir Patrick VMko; Leonard Cheshire 
International Chairman; Mr Bryan Dut- 
ton, Director General, Leonard 
Cheshire; Ur Ronald Travers, Leonard 
Cheshire Golden Jubilee Chairman; Mr 
David Grayson, Chairman of the Nation- 
al DteabflBy Cowed; Mr Richard Catch, 
Chid Executive, Arthritis Care; Mr Sen 
Masaie , Directoc Rfflfar; Mr Bill 
McCKmot Chairman, UKHCA The Hon 
Sb Peter Ramsbolhain; Ms Sue Sa>«c 
Chief Executive, United Response; Mr 
James Stnchn, Chief Exec u ti v e, RNID. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 

Malcolm brown 

The long, slow road 
to Civvy Street 


Peters readies the end of his Empire Gaines marathon, Vancouver, 1954 


became the first man to run under 2hr 
20 min for the marathon. 

In his later years Peters remained in 
touch with his club Essex Beagles and 
was a Rotary Club member near his 
home in Thorpe Bay in Essex. Prior to 
his death he had been fig htin g cancer 
far six years, and of those who witnessed 
his heroics in ^fencouver or were among 
the millions to see it later on Movietone 
News, few would have been surprised 
that his final battle lasfpH so lon g - 

Adam Szreter 

James Peters, runner, bom London 24 
October 1918 ; married (one son, one 
daughter); died 9 January 1999. 


THE COMMON perception 
has it that the First World 
War ramp to its sensationally 
dramatic halt on 11 Novem- 
ber 1918 and that that was 
effectually that end of fight- 
ing, end of story. On the con- 
trary, the ceasefire was 
followed by an unhappy coda 
-which bad many in high 
places wondering whether 
the Bolshevik plague then 
sweeping the Continent 
might overleap the C hann el, 
wife as its prime agent the 
very men who had won the 
recent astonishing victory 
“Keep the home fires 
burning / HD the boys come 
home”: Ivor NoveQo’s famous 
1915 song was but one factor 
among many that produced 
a powerful urge among sol- 
diers everywhere to get back 
to “Civvy Street" immedi- 
ately their job was done. Writ- 
ing at 11.01 on Armistice Day 
an infantry sergeant in 
France stated in a letter 
home: “The question on 
everybody’s tongue is ’When 
shall we get home?' " 

The answer was slow in 
coming and deeply unsatis- 
factory when it came. The 
British government an- 
nounced as its top priority the 
release of so-called “pivotal 
men": those who could be 
slotted back instantly into 
the running of the nation's 
economy. But this in effect 
meant: last in, first out. The 
earliest in unifo rm, those 
who by definition were the 
furthest removed from their 
pre-war civilian skills, were 
bitterfy resentful One officer 
marooned in far-off Persia 
wrote to his wife: “My con- 


tract of three years or the 
duration has expired and all 
who joined- when I did, The 
First Hundred Thousand', 
are surely entitled to our dis- 
charge first.” It would be 
many angry months before 
such as he got home. 

Some senior officers ig- 
nored the regulations. A 
Royal Engineers CO demo- 
bilised his companies strict- 
ly according to length of 
service abroad, which all con- 
cerned thought much the 
fairer way. He later com- 
mented: “I am sure that 
every officer who demo- 
bilised a Unit ought to 
have had the DSO. It was the 
hardest job of the wan” 
Eventually the Govern- 
ment conceded, but not be- 
fore a surge of protest that in 
some cases produced that 
unthinkable consequence: 
soldiers refusing orders 
point-blank, even coming out 
on strike. On 3 January 1919 
at Folkestone 3.000 men or- 
dered to parade for em- 
barkation for France flatly 
refused to do so. There was 
a similar demonstration on 
the following day at Dover 
Meanwhile there was a 
scatter of smaller distur- 
bances in France. In Le 
Havre a 38-year old Warrant 
Officer with eight years of ser- 
vice in India behind Him and 
a Mention in Despatches for 
gallantr y in Gallipoli found 
himself branded a “Bolshie” 
f®- taking a prominent part in 
agitation for demobilisation. 
His battalion was lectured by 
the CO on Bolshevism. The 
Warrant Officer commented 
in his diaiy: “British Prus- 


sianism afraid of being 
upset” Further afield troops 
were still mounting massed 
meetings of protest in Egypt 
as late as ApriL 

The Australians managed 
their demobilisation with 
rather greater success, be- 
cause (heir commander; Sir 
John Monash, upheld the 
principle of “First come, first 
go". “Our demob is going on 
very steadily" wrote a “Dig- 
ger" corporal in the spring of 
1919. “The system is very 
fait and upheld owing to that 
fairness by all the boys." 

With hindsight it is dear 
that political motives played 
virtually no part in the British 
soldiers' disaffection: when 
Tommy said he wanted to go 
back to Blighty, he meant 
precisely that A Royal Engi- 
neers sergeant would later 
comment: “It seemed as 
though the whole Army had 
become imbued with a spir- 
it of revolt against the system 
which had held the individual 
for so long." But revolt <fid not 
mean that the soldiers were 
revolutionary: rather they 
were just “bloody-minded" 
at what they saw as a palpa- 
ble injustice. In sum, they 
were far more likely to ting 
that favourite, heart-felt 
Tbmmies' dirge, “I want to go 
home", than ever to burst 
into the “International”. But 
they had made their point: 
they demanded, and finally 
got, fair play. 

Malcolm Brown is the 
author of 'The Imperial War 
Museum Book of 1918, Year 
of Victory* (Sidgwick & 
Jackson, £25) 


County court’s 
contempt jurisdiction 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 01 71-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


A COUNTY court judge had 
jurisdiction to initiate pro- 
ceedings for committal for 
contempt of court of his own 
motion for breach of a contact 
order in family proceedings. 

The Court of Appeal allowed 
the appeal of a mother against 
the dismissal of her application 
to strike out committal pro- 
ceedings for contempt of court 
initiated by the judge of his own 
motion in respect of her breach 
of an order for contact between 
her children and their father. 

The judge had taken the 
view that, although the father 
was not contemplating taking 
steps to commit the mother for 
being in breach of the orden it 
was his responsibility to ensure 
that the issue be tried. He had 
himself drafted particulars of 
the breach, and a notice was 
drawn “upon the direction of 
the court of its own motion" that 
the mother show cause why she 
should not be found to be in 
breach in failing to hand the 
children over “in a fit and 
proper state to have contact 
with the father". 

The mother applied to strike 
out the notice on the grounds 
that it was not within the prop- 
er exercise of judicial power or 
discretion for a judge to issue 
such a notice of his own motion 
and/or that the matters com- 
plained of could not amount to 
contempt of court 

The judge dismissed that 
application. Leave to appeal 
was granted and the committal 

proceedings were stayed. 

On the appeal, the following 
issues arose: 

D whether the judge had power to 

initiate comnuttal proceedings of 
his own motion; 


AMONG THE- well-read, 
breasts always arouse 
thoughts of an eminent 
Powell - not the novelist or 
the late politician, but the 
Supreme Court justice 
whose name was used for 
them by Gore Vidal in My- 
ron (1975). It was a protest 
against censorship. Those 
two fall syllables were weB 
chosen. Meanwhile, Myra 


Thursday 
Law Report 

14 JANUARY 1999 

M (a minor) 
Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Evans 
arid Lord Justice Ward) 
16 December 1998 


if) if so. bow that power should be 
exercised, and whether the judge 
had been in error in the instant 
case. 

Dennis Sharpe Jbr the mother, the 
father in person; Alice Robinson 
(instructed by the Attorney 
General) as amicus curiae. 

Lord Justice Ward said that 
the judge had had jurisdiction 
to act of his own motion. Pur- 
suant to section 38 of the 
County Courts Act 1984, the 
circuit judge might make 
any order which could be 
made in the High Court if 
the proceedings were in the 
High Court 

There was no doubt that toe 
High Court had power to make 
an order of committal of its own 
motion when toe contempt was 
committed in the face of the 
court Ftirthec RSC Order 52, 
rule 5 was wide enough to 
apply to the present case had 
it been in the High Court and, 
by virtue of section 38 of the 
1984 Act it applied in the 
county court as well 

In toe case of civil contempt 
toe court had to bear in mind 
the extent to which knowledge 
of toe breach had become a 


matter of public concern, 
amounting to scandal capable 
of diminishing the authority of 
the court such as might lead to 
an increased flouting of its or- 
ders, and also the extent to 
which some interest other than 
that of the litigant was in need 
of protection. 

The contempt had to be 
clear as well as flagrant Pur- 
suing a committal ex mero 
motu was a highly exceptional 
course to follow, particularly in 
family cases. The judge should 
always take time to pause for 
reflection, and should give an 
opportunity for toe Official So- 
licitor to be invited to represent 
the child, or to report on the 
child’s position. If the Official 
Solidtor saw a potential conflict, 
but toe contempt was none 
the less clear and flagrant, 
there was no reason why the 
Attorney General should not 
be asked to prosecute the 
committal as amicus curiae. 

All remedies should be ex- 
hausted before the weapon of 
committal was wielded. The 
danger in initiating a commit- 
tal which the affected party 
did not seek was that the judge 
was at risk of being seen to be 
acting to preserve his own dig- 
nity and to punish for the affront 
to him. That would distort the 
justification for toe condign 
power of committal, which ex- 
isted only to serve the ends 
of justice. 

In the instant case the judge 
had misdirected himself and 
was wrong to have proceeded 
on his own motion, and toe 
committal application would 
accordingly be struck out 

Kate o'Hanlon, 

Barrister 


Words 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

rehnquist, n. 

wakes to find that Myron 
“has not only removed the 
delicate honeypot of every 
real American boy’s dream 
bnt replaced it with A 


.Thing! A ghastly long thick 
tubular object... This 
reknquist has got to go!” 

In 1987, Vidal replaced it 
with “cock” -less prescient 
than usual, for this crony of 
Nixon and Reagan, William 
Rehnquist, is now Chief 
Justice: such is destiny, his 
star’s progress, that he de- 
liberates over President 
Clinton’s errant rehnqui&L 
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Angry with secular Britain, Muslims burnt The Satanic Verses. Ten years later, both sides have 


learnt respect- 
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Bradford 


rises above 


the ashes 
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in 1989, Muslims rallied against alleged blasphemy Today, Abu Hamza, inset, represents Muslims stffl at odds with Britain Gusekan, Martin Godwin 
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T en years ago today a group 
of angry Muslims took a 
copy of Salman Rushdie's 
novel The Satanic Verses, 
and burned it in front of 
Bradford City Hall Hardly 
anyone noticed at the time. 
But two weeks afterwards, in Iran, the Ay- 
atollah Khomeini declared a fatwa to the 
effect that Rushdie's blasphemy warrant- 
ed the death penalty. 

Suddenly the Bradford book burning be- 
came a symbol of a new, oppressive, ob- 
scurantist threat to Western values of 
tolerance and freedom of speech. So much 
so that when Iran lifted the death threat 
last year; Rushdie was asked at the ensu- 
ing press conference whether he felt free 
to visit Bradford. In the intervening years 
there have been considerable changes in 
the Muslim community, and in society's 
attitude to it as I found when I went back 
to the dty to see those who had put the 
match to the offending pages. Bradford's 
Muslims, it transpires, have changed. But 
for better or worse? 

The most impressive of Rushdie's op- 
ponents a decade ago was an angry young 
man named Shabbir Akhtar He had arrived 
in Bradford from Pakistan at the age of 
eight buthad gone on to study philosophy 
at Cambridge and had wrong-footed many 
in the liberal camp by using their own lan- 
guage and methodology to argue in defence 
of fundamentalist certainties. 


The received wisdom was that Muslims 
had no idea what they were unleashing 
when they lit the pages of Rushdie’s noveL 
“The people involved were almost certainty 
ignorant of the tremendously emotive ef- 
fect this would have on those brought up 
in the do minan t Western culture, with its 
memories of Nazi Germany, and a deeply 
held belief in free speech.” So said the re- 
port written after the 1995 Manningham 
riots, which brought Muslim indignation to 
a new pitch in Bradford six years after the 
Rushdie affair broke. In India and Pakistan, 
it said, the burning of flags, books and ef- 
figies are common forms of protest “There 
is little understanding, within large sections 
of the Muslim communities, of the effect 
this incident had on white opinion,’' it said. 

It was not entirely true. “I thought there 
would be outrage,” says Shabbir Akhtac sit- 
ting in the front room of his small terraced 
home in Manningham, “but we were im- 
potent and needed a dramatic ritual 
protest The comparisons with Hitler were 
inappropriate: he was in power and burned 
many books; we were powerless and 
burned one copy." 

The media portrayal of the burning as 
a dark and medieval act was ill-judged too: 
in England, as recently as the end of the 
19th century, literature judged to be sedi- 
tious or blasphemous was burned in lieu 
of the author, by the public hangman. 

“The real resentment was not against 
the act but at these ‘foreigners’ taking 


liberties in someone else’s country.” 

Far from being an assault on the values 
of liberal democracy, he insists, Muslims 
were appealing to them. “Freedom of 
speech is not absolute; society is happy to 
constrain it to prevent racial violence. But 
many secular liberals suspended their val- 
ues because they were dealing with a cul- 
ture of which they had an instinctive 
dislike," he says. “They betrayed their 
own commitment to trying to understand 
the other point of view. They became lib- 
eral fundamentalists.'’ 


come But the issue has ceased to be a live 
one, says one of the others prominent on 
the Bradford Council of Mosques in the 
book-burning days. “The Rushdie affair sur- 
faced two issues," ssrys Ishtiaq Ahmed, now 
director of the city’s Racial Equality Coun- 
cil. “One was the right of minorities to live 
according to their faith without being 
ridiculed. The other was that writers and 
publishers must have a sense of respon- 
sibility in exercising their freedom of 
speech. Both these have been acknowl- 
edged, by and large- The rest of society is 


'Now there are three groups: one very religious and 
introspective , another secular and pleasure-seeking, 
while the third drifts in the middle 1 


Ten years on. he feels there would be 
no need to burn the book now. “The whole 
Rushdie affair was about exclusion," he 
says. “Today we would have other ways of 
protesting. The English intelligentsia is 
much more open now - inter-faith groups, 
academics, TV producers, newspaper ed- 
itors and others are more open to listen- 
ing; Then people thought the Muslim 
protest was mad now they just think it was 
mistaken; in a culture where religion is 
taken so lightly, that's a big step forward" 
Not that Rushdie should expect a wel- 


showing a much greater sensitivity.” 

This, coupled with the rise of a new gen- 
eration of professionals in business, edu- 
cation and the civic life of the dty. is making 
Muslims more frank and open about deal- 
ing with issues such as the role of women 
in Islam. “A recent series of articles in the 
Telegraph and Argus [the local paper] on 
forced marriages was written in terms we 
can live with." Ishtiaq says. “'We know we 
have to face these issues in the long-term 
relationship between the Muslim com- 
munity and the rest of sotiety. 


“There is an increased willingness to 
talk about all this openty” he says, “and to 
acknowledge diversity instead of trying to 
affect an artificial unity. Div er sit y is now 
seen as healthy and to be cherished not 
hidden or condemned" 

There are signs that this is a two-way 
process, with the rest of sotiety respond- 
ing. Locally Muslims have more influence 
in the main political parties. Nationally the 
Government has conceded the printiple 
that Muslim schools merit state funding 
just as Catholic or Jewish ones do. No one 
is saying the problems are over. But ask 
Khadim Hussain, a Bradford bus driver, 
what is the biggest difficulty facing Brad- 
ford Muslims and he replies-* “The city cen- 
tre is {tying, businesses moving out whole 
streets are empty of shoppers now." 

This - like unemployment poor hous- 
ing. overcrowding and underachievement 
in schools - may hit the Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi communities disproportion- 
ately hard But these are problems shared 
with the rest of society. There may be a cul- 
ture of desperation, says Shabbir Akhtan 
but it's not restricted to Muslims. 

One of the things which has struck him 
most on his return to Bradford after 10 
years is the divisions which have developed 
in that younger generation which speaks 
with a Yorkshire accent 

“Before there was one group, all strug- 
gling with the tensions between two 
worlds. Now there are three groups: one 


very religious and introspective, another 
that has become completely secular and 
pleasure-seeking, while the third drifts in 
the middle." 

The same division is apparent to Ishti? 
aq Ahmed “About 10 to 15 per cent have 
become very devout and more militant,” 
he es tima tes. “They are vocal and un- 
compromising and have difficulties with j 
their own community.” 

At the other extreme, he estimates 
there are another 15 per cent who have 
dropped their faith and bought the West- 
ern materiaM packaga In the middle are 
the TO per cent who have weak links with 
the faith - who profess but don't practice, 
who might fast but don’t pray and who only 
realty feel Muslim in response to the for 
eign policy of the West in Bosnia, 
Afghanistan or the Gull 

Currently, they are indignant over the 
Government's response to the detention 
of five British Muslims in Yemen - which 
they compare unfavourably with its reac- 
tion at the trial of the two British nurses 
in Saudi Arabia. 

The older generation is uncertain what 
to do with children who are notjust grow- 
ing away from teem, but doing so in such 
fragmenting ways. But there is a new con- 
fidence among the Bradford Muslims 
which cannot be denied It would be fool- 
ish to predict that there will be no more 
burning of books, but the odds on it must 
be much reduced 
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Poetic Licence 


The Ozymandias Clock 


A desert site is being sought to locate a giant clock which wQl run for 10,000 years. The aim of the project is to build a global monument 
that will stimulate people to think beyond the normal concept of time. Sites in Egypt. Jerusalem, China and Nevada are being considered. 


The first one thousand years or so 
Were harder to portray 
The clock would move its hands each year 
And tick just once a day 


It chimed its first millennium 
One red and gold-leaf desert dawn 
As rusted derricks, armoured cars 
And tanks uncovered by the wind 
Lay useless, their own monument 
To centuries long out of min d 


And as the sands were washed away 
Numberless craft took to the sky 
Whose occupants gazed down to see 
An ancient caravanserai 
Its faded Pepsi Cola sign 
And petrol pumps millennia -dry 


Above the desert, shooting wars 
Still littered up the Milky Way 
Rich lovers from a private plane 
Tbok photographs and drank champagne 
Made love upon the scorpion sand 
Grew old and never came again 


Later; a psychic railwayman 
Disgorging tourists every night 
Pale ghosts of men stared at its face 
Then glided off in single file 
While silent in the moonlight there, 
Emaciated desert dogs 
Ears down and cringing at tee sight 
Slunk out into tee desert night 


Once every twenty years it rained 
Then flowers sprang up for a day 


The dock still moved its hands each year 
And ticked just once a day 
The first one thousand years or so 
Were harder to portray 
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(if you must) 


Everyone's stripping off these days. Here’s 10 ways 
to satisfy those naked ambitions. By Emma Cook 
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Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor that special 
AM ) 542- (899 most IftSaeavafr 
abb. Ideal birthday gtit Romem- 
bar Whan. T* 01 51-588 8323. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 S2fl QCO. 
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Musical Instruments 


Shiftmen Solo Ends 5 pm Saturday 
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TO BARE all or not to bare all 
is no longer a valid question. If s 
where you do it with whom and 
what with. In this month's 
Tatler, tee millennium's most 
talented are united by more 
than their achievements and 
aquiline features. They’re prac- 
tically naked. But taking your 
kit off can be an imprecise art 
When Abigail Saxon, a BBC 
producer; streaked at a Christ- 
mas party she almost lost her 
job. Proof that any fool can do 
it, but few can get away with 
it So here's what you need to 
remember... 

1) Only do it if you're posh 
Don't be fooled; nudity is not the 
great equaliser. If you've got a 
double-barrel name and a de- 
gree from Oxford, you can get 
them out for the boys with im- 
punity. Flashing what it takes 
won’t tarnish a high-brow lit- 
erary career. See Amanda 
Foreman; historian and Whit- 
bread finalist, in Toiler. Her 
books got a full frontal but she 
tfidn't (she stands behind them 
naked). Smart 

2) Never go the whole way 
See Christine Keeler and that 
chair, and never opt for an 
Eames. Unless your naked am- 
bition stretches to implants 
and a Channel Five chat show 
avoid Rage Three. 

3) Style over content 
Think tasteful Glossy maga- 
zines not tabloids. Remember 
prop is really another word for 
product placement; see Aman- 
da Foreman and that biography, 

4) Stay upmarket 

Arty films and poring for Lutian 
Freud is acceptable. As Irena 
Brignull, script editor for 
Shakespeare In Love and an- 
other one of Hitler’s “hare ge- 
niuses" says, “I was extremely 
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Baring all: McGregor, PaltroV^d shopping Stiirists 


flattered to be asked to be in- 
cluded among a list of people I 
so admired." 

5) Don’tdoitifyou’reover40 
Amanda Foreman told one 
newspaper “You’re onlyyoung 
once and I'm certainly not 
going to do it when Fm 40.” 
Would that put Toiler editor 
Jane Procter off stripping for 
her magazine? “Weil, I'm over 
40 years old," she says. *So the 
golden rule is Fm not allowed." 

6 ) Don’t do it if you’re 

under 20 

Timing is all Tteenage glamour 
shots will haunt you forever. 

7) Nudity is a girt thing 
Naked men just aren’t so in de- 
mand. Ewan McGregor was 
desperate to strip off on stage 
but the producers refused. 


Would they still have said “No” 
if Ewan’s co-star Lou Gish, had 
made the same offer? 

8) Don’t do it if you've cot a 
boyfriend 

When Gwyneth Paltrow insist- 
ed on stripping fora love scene 
with Joseph Fiennes in Shake- 
speare In Love, her boyfriend 

Ben Affleck, now ex, objected 

9) Dont do it while you’re 
shopping 

Tliis week na twists wanted to 

ennnAflW.M. w . 
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ao play the 
nufe card, a glamorous setting 

helps - ^ frozen goods section 

of your local supermarket is to 
be avoided 
10) Just don't do it 
PR supremo Max Clifford says: 
“Nine times out of 10 it cheap- 
ens anyone who does il" 
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It is every parent’s nightmare to lose a child. Genevieve Jurgensen lost two in a car crash. How did she cope? By Louise France 


‘I know I will never recover’ 


o T 

C-l-1 


T be French newspaper 
headline is brutally infor- 
mative; 50 people die on 
roads in France on New 
Year’s Eve, it says. 
Genevieve Jurgensen, a 
52-year-old journalist and 
athoc rolls her eyes heavenwards. A 

f pised, wen dressed woman, sitting in her 

cegant high-ceflinged apartment in Paris, 
ne’s ail too familiar with the statistics, 
iineteen years ago her daughters, 
Iathilde and Elise, were killed on a 
trench road. They were seven and four, 
tay lost their lives before they'd lost more 
ban two milk teeth. 

; In Britain there are 3,500 deaths on the 
nads annually. In France the figure is 9,000. 
(enevi&ve Jurgensen knows precisely 
bw the families of the new year fatalities 
tdl be feeling. Fbr them there will be, she 
sys, with a sad shrug of her shoulders, 
“tell and flames". 

Eleven years after her daughters died, 
Gnevfeve Jurgensen started writing a 


‘My first thought was, 
I this is beyond 
human strength. This 
\ is beyond what 
I can face 9 


- bok about Mathilde and Elise and how she 
ad her husband, Laurent, survived their 

^ daths. Lucid, moving and beautifully 
wrtten. The Disappearance was a best- 

- sejer in France and has just been pub- 
lished in Britain. 

me smiles, and says she would prefer 
to alk about something else. “I love to 
laijfr," she says, “I am, naturally, a happy 
. peson. Fd much rather talk about Shake- 
M sp^re and poetry. But now I know - and 
pe flaps it took writing this book to admit 
T^it-ttiat whatever happens to me is relat- 
ed lo my children’s deaths. I have aban- 
doned the idea that one day I will recover. 
~ Tik is now how I understand life.” 

)n 30 April 2980 her daughters were 
beag driven to see their paternal grand- 
mjher by Genevieve’s sister-in-law and 
; heihusband. Aline and Christian. The cou- 
; pljs baby sat between the two sisters in 

- th| back seat A 22-year- old Belgian, who 
hd been drinking, overtook them and 

j roomed into the side of the car Aline con- 
- ; triled the vehide and brought it to a halt 

- orthe hard shoulder; only to find that the 
elision had catapulted MathDde and 

- Else out of the open window. They were 
aieady dead when Christian found them, 

• l (metres apart on the tarmac. 

- That night when the telephone rang 
tfeir mother thought nothing of it She was 
flsAn t- minriprily glancing at herself in the 

» nrrorwhen she heard that her two child- 
rh. her only dbikfeen, had been kDIed. Saft- 
<*she shut the girls’ bedroom door No one 
. ;^)ects their children to die before they 
b. Least of all do parents expect to have 
tleir whole family wiped out “My first 
bought was, this is beyond human 
srength,” she says now. “This is beyond 
foat I can face.” 

: Fteople said that one day she would write 
pout it but for 10 years she was 
tepulsed" by the idea. “Writing would have 
Jeen a way of mastering the pain and I 
jidnt want that I loved them so much I 
^ jidnt want the pain to fade.” 

* • But in 1991, when a friend who hadnt 



met her daughters asked her about them, 
she sensed in him a humanity to which she 
responded. They agreed that she should 
write him letters about the lives of MathDde 
and Elise. the things they said, how their 
characters were beginning to form, the way 
she buttoned up their red and blue rain- 
coats on the day she saw them for the last 
time. Letters, too, about their deaths, and 
about the “hell and flames” that came af- 
terwards. She wrote the letters when she 
felt like it in longhand and on whatever 
notepapercame to hand. Her friend did not 
reply but he treasured each one and when, 
two years later he remarked that they had 
begun to sound more like a diary than an 
exploration of mourning, they decided 
that it was time to stop. These letters be- 
came the basis for her book. 

Almost a year to the day after the 
tragedy - with “unspeakable luck" as she 
puts it- she gave birth to her third daugh- 
ter; Elvire. Later another child came 
along, a bpy. Elvire is 17 now; her brother; 
Gauthier is 14. Without them it is too awful 
to speculate where Genevieve would be 
today. With them, she is remarkably ar- 
ticulate on life touched by death. 

“The first year is the worst,” she says. 
“You go through each of the four seasons 
remembering what you were doing the year 
before.” She saw her children’s faces 
wherever she went She would bellow 
Mathflde’s name just to hear the veiy sound 
of it again. She would look at teenagers in 
wonderment and ask herself bow their 
mothers had been able to keep them alive. 
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Genevieve Jurgensen: The first year is the worst’ Above, the daughters 
shell never forget Elise, left, and Mathilde Alistair Miller 



Feverishly, she says, she read every let- 
ter of condolence. Fbr people who were too 
embarrassed to approach the couple, she 
has only scorn. The parent of one of her 
daughter's classmates would stand behind 
her in the queue at the baker’s but never 
spoke to her again - “It was more impor- 
tant for her not to look foolish than to go 
out to a mother who no longer had any 
children.” It still angers her. 

Robbed of their roles as mother and fa- 


ther, the Jorgensens discovered that they 
now needed to be parented. “We relied on 
friends, who would say, ‘Vbu’re coming with 
us to the theatre tonight’. Or ‘No, you can’t 
go home alone*.” One of the worst aspects 
was the feeling that people put them on a 
pedes taL “We were lie statues, honoured 
for our bravery. Yet we felt so alone. We 
needed people to be themselves and yet 
they could not be." 

Faced with such devastation many re- 


lationships would have collapsed, but the 
marriage has remained strong. Laurent 
and Genevieve met in their early twenties 
- “It was love at first sight” - and it was 
the desperate desire to return to the hap- 
piness they had known with their young 
family that sustained them in the early 
Eighties. “Both of us were conscious that 
we would have preferred it if one of us had 
died rather than the girls... But we had 
been very happy, and happy people are bet- 
ter equipped to start again. We were des- 
perate to have children and find the same 
happiness again. Making love when you 
want another child is close to instinct We 
would turn to each other frantically, ding- 
ing to one another." 

Genevteve needs people to know what 
she is feeling, whether she is happy or sad. 
Laurent an architect is more private 
f though pleased that his daughters were 
being remembered by his wife's book he 
was acutely apprehensive about the ex- 
posure). But they instinctively agreed 
about the way to mourn - “without re- 
straint" as she puts it - and this bond sus- 
tained them. “Although you have to 
remember that your sorrow is not tbe only 
one. You live with someone who is sad too." 

She is still lost for words to describe her 
feelings about the man who drove the car 
that caused the accident. He was fined, but 
allowed to keep his licence. In 1983 Gene- • 
vieve set up a pressure group with anoth- 
er mother who had lost her daughter in a 
traffic accident Drink-driving and speed- 
ing are part of the culture on the roads in 


France but the campaign has been in- 
strumental in reducing fatalities from 
13,000 a year to the current figures. She 
took part in every debate about “la violence 
routi&re” (road violence) - a phrase that 
the darity invented, and which has become 
part of the French language. In 1992 she 
had a private meeting with President Mit- 
terrand to instigate a points system on 
French driving licences. The nation's 
truck-drivers went on strike in protest, but 
a law was finally passed. The group also 
won a campaign to lower the allowable lev- 
els of alcohol in blood. 

Nearly 20 years on, Genevieve worries 
about the effect of the deaths on her two 
living children. Looking back on Elvire’s 
early hie she believes that although she 
saved her sanity, it was too soon to have 
another child. “Ebr months I was in another 
world still" It wasn't until Gauthier came 
along that she began to recover. 

If Mathilde, the eldest, had lived she’d 
be 26 now. Sometimes her mother imag- 
ines what her life would have been like. 
She’d have met a man she loved by now. 


7 have abandoned the 
idea that one day I 
will recover. This 
is now how I 
understand life ‘ 


she thinks, just as Genevfeve did. Perhaps 
she’d be getting married She watches her 
friends preparing for their daughters' 
weddings and wonders what it would have 
been like for hen “I think Elvire feels a pres- 
sure to accomplish the good things in life 
for three girts - herself and her two 
sisters. I apologise. But I this is the moth- 
er she has. She can’t change it” 

Gauthier started reading his mother’s 
book but put it down after three pages. “He 
said it was just too sad” Elvire has read 
it, and set up a young person's version of 
Genevieve’s pressure group. Is sbe proud? 
"Proud but annoyed too,” she says. “We’ve 
given enough. I would like to move on.” 

And indeed every time a new day 
dawns their lives do move on. But it’s dif- 
ficult Four years ago they moved across 
the Seine to their apartment near the Eif- 
fel Tower. It was a wrench. “Every tree, 
every corner, every person who knew me 
knew my children too. Now I have no re- 
minders." Thirteen months ago 
Genevieve’s mother died and with her an- 
other link with the past 

She expects that in about five years' time 
Gauthier will leave home and then she and 
Laurent will be alone again. “I worry that 
it is then that my older children will come 
back into my memory.” she says. T still 
miss them, but I am no longer sure what 
I miss. It was all so long ago and they were 
so young. 

“I feel as though someone is faintly cry- 
ing inside me. In a way my life is waiting 
for the day when I can meet them a gain 
When I die I can take my place beside them. 

“I do have a happy life, however gross 
it seems to say it But if I went back to being 
15 again and someone said this is the deal: 
You will have two children; you will lose 
them; you will have a happy life afterwards 
- Td have said No thank you. Keep it all’.” 

‘The Disappearance' (Flamingo, £12M). 
Genevieve Jurgensen will speak at the 
French Instit ute, 17 Queensberry Place, 
London SW7 , 19 Jan at 6.30pm. Free 







Is it OK for men to kiss each other? 

Ton is friends with a man who has two children and who believes in hugs and kisses for both boys and girls. Jon’s wife kisses everyone when they 
'f\ meet; Jon kisses everyone except the father, who he shakes by the hand. Is there any other gesture 

he could make to show closeness, without embarrassing them both? 



VIRGINIA S ADVICE 


p j ■ ^he reason that decid in g 
* I 'how to greet people can 
! I mate one cringe these 
1 1 days is simply because 
v the customs are in a 

f conplete state of flux. Fifty years 
\ agj sons called their fathers “Sir” 
> anl shook their hands on meeting; 
nor hugs between men are com- 

mqplace. If my friends are anything 

to p by, kisses on the cheeks, and 
eve kisses on the lips are quite 
theborm, though I have to say that 
whin it comes to lips I usually 
avet my mouth at the last minute, 
tikea baby when you fry to offer it 
. a trial mouthful of food Cheeks, 
yeslips.no. (Secretly as an uptight 
• Englishwoman, handshakes suit 
mefine.) 

jut as far as men go, probably tbe 

avrage state ofptyy at the moment 
is iat fathers and sons hug, and so 
yojpyoung men and close friends. 
Tsadshaking men are allowed to 
hu[ on special occasions, like at 
. fuerals or weddings. But recently, 
\ oberving how men react when 
thy meet has thrown up some 
warily different behaviour. 

fhere’s the siap on the shoulder 
thre’s the whack on the back, or 
evn a bit of hair-mussing. (This is 
' a temcndously peculiar one. Imag- 


ine if you were a woman, and a girl- 
friend came up to you, extended her 
painted fingernails, and proceeded 
to muss up your hair You’d be livid 
However some men see it as a sign 
of affection) 

Then there’s an extraordinary 
American meeting ritual in which, 
one American punches the other on 
the chest, and the other reels back 
jokingly, bouncing about, making 

ha ring mo v ements. Utterly hafflmg 

Some reasons given for our for- 
mafify have included the fact that we 
live in a cold climate, and our beast- 
ly weather doesnt encourage large, 
expansive gestures; or that we Jive 
on an island and are crucially aware 
of our limited space. 

But those reasons don't wash 
with me. I think the great anxiety of 
En glishm en is feat if they embrace 
too closety they might be thought to 
be gay. Continentals, who are much 
easier with their sexuality or at least 
appear to be, have far fewer hang- 
ups about greeting othermenThey 
kiss each other to bits, hug and even 
long after the greeting is over one 
may still have his arm around the 
shoulder of the other 

Fmnfi y enou g h , even the most 
rigid of Englishmen can cope with 
this behaviour from a Continental 
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They know exactly what it means, WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 
and never fear a surreptitious 
stroke on the bottom while the hug 
is taking place. 

I have two thoughts for Jon. One 
is that he should simply tell himself 
he’s a handshaker; always has been 
and always will be. A hug and a kiss 
is fairly meaningless; Jon’s real 

love and affection for his friend will 

always show in other more practi- 
cal ways. On if he wants to become 

a new man, he should start slowly. T 

At the next meeting, use two hands “ r . fe 

to shake his friend’s one; at the next 

shake bis hand but put a hand on his 

lower arm. Then shake his hand _ 

while putting the other hand on his 

shoulder and giving him a tremen- 

dous pat At the next meeting, shake 

his Mend’s band at the same time ^Ejg 

as drawing him a bit closer and jf; ^jj~ y, 

patting him on the back. ^ 

Then rt is really up to his ?*-*' ■ ' ' : 

friend to draw closer and. be- **■ ** *»? **’ ‘ 1 3 iS 

fore he knows it, be drawn Bf; ; Li 1 

into a hug. 

Of course, if they don’t 

meet regularly it would 
be about 2005 before they 
reach this stage. But by 

then the customs of how to V r ;j HF 

greet other wilL, hopefully, be £-1;- 

thoroughly sorted out. * T V MliF ifinnyi 




READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 


Do what feels right 
As a prickly teenager I spent tbe 
summer with a dose-knit Scottish 
family. The father drove roe to catch 
a train fbr school dropping off his 
sons on the way. They kissed good- 
bye openly, yet in my world, at that 
time, even mother's kisses were 
something to be wary about At the 
station I extended my hand. He 
took it between his for a moment 

and then enveloped me in a bear hug 
I can still feel in my memory and 
which lightened my heart for hours. 

Ftorty years later a young man 
aged all of six told me firmly he was 
now too big to be kissed. Certain- 
ty I said, we should always greet 

( people in a way that makes 
them feel good. The trouble 
was, I felt too old not to be 
kissed. Next time we met I 
| duly shook his hand, after 
k which he jumped up to clasp 
I his arms round my neck fifee 
f a monkey. This has been our 
private ritual ever since, a 
deadpan formal handshake fol- 
lowed by the joyous embrace 
ANON 

Attitudes have changed 
More males indulge in hugs these 
days, without embarrassment This 


need not involve a kiss, even if 
cheeks touch. Overcome your prej- 
udice, and give your friend a hug! 
ROBIN BUTTERELL 
Chester 

No one win be offended 
My Albanian husband was brought 
up to kiss his male friends and rel- 
atives on each cheek whenever they 
meet. When greeting my male 
friends or relatives, he forgets they 


are not of his ethnic background and 
has usually kissed them before they 
realise what’s happening. 

Often I have needlessly held my 
breath, awaiting horrified expres- 
sions. People are either so involved 
in flurries of hu gg ing and 
they don’t realise who’s doing what 
or they look flattered by his affection! 
So go on, show some of yours! 
SOPHIE DHRAMI 
London 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia, 

My 24-year-dld son has never 
stuck at anything. Although 
he's extremely dever. he left 
school without taking any A- 
levds. He’s done a variety of 
courses - a foundation course 
at art school and a business 
management course which he 
dropped out of. He started a 
course of art history, which ! 
paid for, but he left after one 
term. Now he just stops at 
home, gets up late and 
watches TV. I feed him but 
don’t give him money. I 
suspect he gets it from a bit of 


drug-dealing. His father wants 
to throw him out, but I fed heTl 
get deeper into drugs and end 
up in prison. What can I do? 
He's a lovely person in himself. 
Yours sincerely, Anne 
Anyone who has advice quoted 
uriUbe sent a bouquet from 
fruerfiom. Please send letters 
and dilemmas to Virginia 
Ironside, ‘The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL,jhx 
0171-293 2182, or e-mail 
dilemmasfn'independenL co.uk 
-giving a postal address for 
sending die bouquet 
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Love and human remains 


Bleak 


An old pair of spectacles, a stained waistcoat, a faded love letter.. . Why do the lifeless artefa cts that 
make up cultural memorabilia have such a hold on the imagination? By Michael Glover 


opera 

house 



Th 


C harles I and Oliver 
Cromwell, rex and 
regicide, make for un- 
easy bedfellows, but 
that has not deterred 
the Museum ctf Lon- 
don from mounting an exhibition of 
memorabilia of the two men in com- 
memoration of ttie 400th anniversary 
ofCromweirs birth and the 350th an- 
niversary of Charles's execution. 

. "Cromwell: Warts and All” in- 
cludes the death mask, a fragment 
of huff jerkin, and an elaborately 
mounted leather button from 
Cromwell's doublet, accompanied 
by a parchment label which reads: 
"This is one of the buttons that was 
on the coat of Oliver Cromwell when 
he sent to judge King Charles, taken 
off by toy grandfather, John Hard- 
in gham, who was one of Oliver’s lob- 
sters [Redcoats] and attended him 
in all his wars in England and Ire- 
land" That degree of awkward plain- 
ness has the ring of truth about it 
Other items such as the florid 
French portraiture and all those 
statuettes that were in the wake of 
Thomas Carrie's famous 19th 'Cen- 
tury edition of Cromwell's Letters 
and Speeches lie somewhere be- 
tween hagiography and special 
pleading. What is undeniable is that 
the face of the statuettes looks little 
like the man whose features speak 
volumes from the death mask: that 
powerful nose, those broad cheeks, 
the brutality of the long mouth... 

Memorabilia is always a shock, but 
especially those artefacts that have 
been worn, owned or used - such as 
the waistcoat displayed here that 
Charles is said to have worn to his 
execution, with its eternally intrigu- 
ing pattern of ghoulish stainings. “Did 
he kneel, lie or stoop over the lOin- 
high execution block?" we are invit- 
ed to speculate. It is only as time 
passes, and the individuals are cap- 
tured by later admirers for partisan 
reasons, that the artefacts, mere 
lifeless objects of commemoration 
now, lose their hold on our feelings. 

But why should this be so? What 
is it about the spectacles used by 
John Wesley that we can see in the 
Wesley Chapel on Cily Road? Or the 
couch on which Emily Bronte died 
that is still to be seen in the dully 
parlour at the Haworth Parsonage? 
Or the various touching love tokens 
to Fanny Brawne at the Keats 
Museum in Hampstead? Or 
Wordsworth's ice skates, displayed 
in that cabinet in Dove Cottage? 




OPERA 


SAMUEL 6ARBER: 
VANESSA 

LYRIC STUDIO 
hammersmith 




Memories are made of these: Cromwell’s signature; his death mask; and Charles Ts waistcoat, said to have been worn on the scaffold 


Museum of London 


As far as writers are concerned, 
the problem lies with the art of repli- 
cation. and what that comes to sig- 
nify. A book ora poem, though usually 
written fay one person, loses the dis- 
tinctive imprimatur of its maker as 
soon as it is circulated. If it is suc- 
cessful as an act of communication, 
it becomes the property of its read- 
ers by virtue of its content If it ap- 
peals widely, it is because its creator; 
by successfully exploring universal- 
ly interesting themes, has touched 
tiie minds and hearts of a great au- 
dience. It is now as much toe read- 


er’s property as the writer's. The 
book is now out in the world, a uni- 
versal document and an abstraction, 
not bound to its particular maker as 
it was during those days, months or 
years of its painful, private gestation. 
It has gained a peculiar authority of 
its own which a mere man or woman, 
haranguing us from a high stool in a 
pub, would find it more difficult to 
claim. After alt mere human brings 
are imperfect We can see that with 
our own eyes, or examine our con- 
sciences. An excellent book repre- 
sents, by contrast a kind of cold. 


finished perfection, almost inhu- 
mane in its ruthlessly successful 
designs upon our time. 

What happens, then, when we 
come upon that lock of hah: that pair 
of small spectacles, that strangely 
small and narrow ice skate? First of 
aU, doubts assail us. What had 
seemed almost universal - some 
idea of the greatness of William 
Wordsworth and his poetry, for ex- 
ample - is, all of a sudden, particu- 
larised once again, and we 
experience a strangely mingled va- 
riety of feelings: were we right to 


have such reckless trust in the 
words of this man or woman? It also 
reminds us that the words we h 2 d 
read were written in particular cir- 
cumstances, amid mildew down toe 
walls, toe brawling of young children, 
toe inquisitiveness of stray dogs. 
After aJL in so many respects, this 
writer must have resembled you and 
me. At first, this may cause us to 
question the power of print What 
right had it to seduce us into be- 
lieving that what appeared before 
our eyes had any authority? 

And then other; mellower feelings 


supervene - the thought that we 
could perhaps have done the same 
sort of thing ourselves if had we 
had only had the talent the luck, toe 
perseverance, or the rich, aristo- 
cratic friend... And also the thought 
that it was surety some kind of a 
miracle that so much came out of 
so little, out of a mere human life, 
whether - in the case of Oliver 
Cromwell - for good or ilL 
That is a question which remains 
undecided to this day. 


To 28 Feb. Information: 0171-6003699 


Axaxaxas Mlo and other tall stories 


A few years ago The Shout, the 15- 
strong choir put together by toe com- 
poser Orlando Gough and the 
composer/ singer Richard Chew; 
would have been called a bold ex- 
periment But Itiesday night’s per- 
formance was so well organised, 
conceived, written and performed 
land, importantly, wefl funded ) that 
you couldn't possibly call it an ex- 
periment - it was a huge success. 

The choir is a smaller spin-off 
from The Shouting Fence, toe fan- 
tastic outdoor piece that Chew and 
Gough devised for the open spaces, 
concrete balconies and steps around 
the Hayward Gallery, and one of the 
highlights of last summer. Some- 
thing like 80 energetic performers, 
amateur choirs, children's groups 


and professional jazz and straight 
singers graced some of the bleakest 
vistas of the South Bank Centre with 
a vibrant piece of three-dimension' 
al music-theatre. 

Indoors requires a rather differ- 
ent approach, so after half an hour 
of Scanner's quiet ambient sounds, 
the choir took to the stage in a horse- 
shoe shape to attack Chew's com- 
plex and impressive "Tall Stories" 
with great energy and conviction. 

After an interval, five of the 
singers returned for a dramatic 
performance of Gough's "Axaxaxas 
Mlo”, a Borges -inspired sequence 
that, at times, threatened to escape 
into abstraction. Fortunately the 
sheer intensity of the piece - and its 
realisation - held toe audience's at- 


MUSIC 


THE SHOUT, 
SCANNER 

THE SPITZ 
LONDON 


tention, as the quintet sang, chant- 
ed and made beautiful noises by can- 
dlelight, framed by a wide brickarch 
at the chib's far side. For the final 
piece, Gough’s “Why Do You Sing”, 
the frill 17-strong choir returned to 
the main stage, filling the small 
space with a joyful complex noise 
that was still totally unamplified, with 
impressive solos from Alike Henry, 
Wayne Ellington and Angela Elliott 
Occasional uncertainties and 
glitches may have revealed a lack of 


time fix - rehearsal or revision, but the 
event was a robust, unpretentious 
success for all concerned. The dub 
context worked fine - the sympa- 
thetic audience clearly relished the 
opportunity to listen to intelligent 
music with a drink to hand. 

A feature of The Shout is the ex- 
pressive use of a variety of vocal tim- 
bres - from frill-blown “operatic" 
vowels through natural singing, to 
more earthy sounds. There was 
plenty of bravura writing- tumbling 
lattices of counterpoint, dissonant 
dusters, rhythmic riffs and chants, 
and special effects -yet you never 
heard this as an abstracted choir 
Distinctive voices such as Melanie 
Pappenheim's, Jeremy Birchall's 
and Chew’s, are discernible in the 


acoustic mix. This is not hybrid or 
"fusion", but a practical and con- 
structive coining together of styles, 
traditions, and musicians, that 
makes a lot of contemporary vocal 
music - and a lot of contemporary 
dub music for that matter - sound 
silly, institutionalised and redun- 
dant Ensembles such as The Shout 
and Gogmagogs and events such as 
The Shouting Fence are showing the 
way for a more meaningful form of 
music theatre in the future. 

The event was billed as being 
"framed by a sampled sound mix” try 
Robin Rimbaud laka Scanner), 
whose low-density sounds, original- 
ly sampled from The Shout provid- 
ed an effective contrast to the 
intense contemporary choral music. 


Most people seemed to appreciate 
toe Shout/ Scanner contrast, but 
Rimbaud was unhappy, expecting 
something more in the way of col- 
laboration (and deserving a more 
comfortable space to work in). Rim- 
baud’s best work has used frequen- 
cies that work with and around 
spoken voices - the found conver- 
sations he scans from mobile phone 
networks: Harriet Walter's mono- 
logue in a radio version of Cocteau's 
La Voix Humaine. The sounds he 
provided on this occasion were 
transparent enough to provide a 
background for conversation, yet 
interesting enough to reward quiet 
attention if you preferred solitude; 
genuinely ambient, in fed 

John L Walters 


how tbonic that an opera 
about waiting and hoping 
should take 40 years to arrive m 
toe UK Typical. Samuel 
Barber's Vanessa enjoyed a 
triumphant US premiere at the - 
Metropolitan Opera, New lark, 
in 1958. It went on to win the 

Pulitzer Prize for him. The 

libretto has its sillinesses, but ... 
toe central allegory - 
compromise or be damned- 

stands firm and toe score, full . 

of aching regret and promise 
unfulfilled, is largely fine and 
ofogs fooafiy special, notable 
above all for the frisson of 
Barber’s wonderfully 
ambiguous harmonies and 
heady orchestrations. 

At Hammersmith, times are 
hard. The Other Theatre 
Company (under severe 
financial constraints' can 
manage only a piano. Which 
begs the question: can one 
realty* bill this as the UK 
premiere? One can applaud tot 
enterprise, for sure. Companie : 
like this can perform a valuabU 
service in refreshing parts of 
the repertoire that more 
prosperous organisations can't, 
or won’t, reach. The piano 
(bravely played by Anthony 
Kraus) is fine if you know, ami 
can hear, the orchestrations ir 
your subconscious. Fbr those 
who don’t and cant, the 
complexion of the piece is 7 
altered. Stir better or worse, it j 
becomes a bleaker and more 
consumptive essay. The 
director Loveday Ingram has 
effectively capitalised on that 
The Lyric Studio, swathed in 
black, is matte to feel suitably 
claustrophobic, windows and 
mirrors of the mind covered .. 
Gaunt double doors convey the 
scale of Vanessa's estate. A 
scattering of snow suggests the 
long winters of discontent 
inside as well as out It’s a 
house of sorrow and 
hopelessness. The exquisite 
prelude to the final scene 
sounds like subversive Chopin. 

Subversive Barber, though, 1 
had not bargained for. Anyone 
who has heard the famous 
Leontyne Price recording of 
Vanessa's Act l aria might well 
have been wondering if Meryl A 
Richardson was singing the % 

same music. She looked v 

strikingly svelte and neurotic, 
and behaved accordingly, but 
this shallow, glassy, astringent 
voice was distressingly at odds 
with Barber’s effulgent 
lyricism, curdling even the 
glorious quintet in the last 
scene. Louis Mott’s “Erika", 
warmly, compassionately sung, 
provided some compensation, 
and Evan Bowers, as Anatol, 
was a tenor of some substance. 

So a taster, no more, of 
Barber's Vanessa. Ignore the 
programme synopsis which, , 

despite correction, still gets 
the relationship between the , 

characters wrong. That's not 
shoestring, that's shoddy. / 

Edward Seckerson ; 
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Guilt in all its subtle shades 


Out of space and time 


Theatre 


THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE 
TRICYCLE THEATRE 
LONDON 


IT IS a rare night at the theatre 
that begins with toe director 
anxxnmdng that toe price of toe 
ticket indudes a concessionary 
rate for taking a basic St John 
Ambulance course in first aid, 
or that ends with a minute’s 
intense communal silence in 
remembrance of a dead youth 
whose murderers have, scan- 
dalously, yet to be brought to 
justice. Scrupulously directed 
by Nicolas Kent from 
transcripts edited by Richard 
Norton-Taylor The Colour of 
Justice is an enormously 
potent, staged re-enactment 
of toe Stephen Lawrence in- 
quiry. First aid is stressed 
because the police’s first dere- 
liction of duty at the scene of 
that crime was a failure to 
give his stabbed, bleeding body 
proper medical attention. 

The piece is in the noble tra- 
dition of the Tricycle Theatre's 
similar staging of the “arms to 
Iraq" Scott inquiry and the 
Nuremberg trials. In the 
former, toe cock-eyed Alice 



Society confronts itself: Tricycle Theatre’s staging of the Lawrence inquiry 


Through the Locking Glass 
logic of the ministers provoked 
a kind of delighted intellectu- 
al outrage. But there was noth- 
ing exultant about toe snorts of 
sickened laughter produced 
here by the parade of grim- 
feced. edgy and occasionally fu- 
rious witnesses from the 
police, with their refrain of “1 
don’t remember”, their seem- 
ingly institutional tendency to 
mislay tilings permanently and 
their apparent difficulty with 


even the concept of racism. 

The unpatronising perfor- 
mances are careful not to 
make these figures animated 
“wanted" posters: the colour of 
culpability comes in subtly dif- 
ferent shades. But toe cross- 
examinations conjure up an 
almost fara'caTty sordid world 
of corrupt collusion where, say 
the key eyewitness can be put 
in the special “protection" of 
the very police officer who is 
professionally wooing toe crim- 


inal father of a key suspect 
Why go to the theatre to see . 
this? In his Independent on 
Sunday review ofthe “arms to 
Iraq" reenactment, Irving 
Wardle put his finger on the 
value of such an exerdse: “The 
act of framing this event on 
stage," he wrote, “puts it under 
a piercing light and renews toe 
original sense of shock... it 
also reasserts the theatre's 
role as a supreme invention of 
democracy." It is, par excel- 


lence, theatre as an image of 
society confronting itself. 

It is important though, to 
guard against more-lib eral- 
toan-thou self-congratulation 
because one has participated 
in a collective ritual of indig- 
nation with a mixed-race 
audience. Indeed, the witness 
who moved me toe most was 
the Irish Catholic, Conor Thafle 
(beautifully played by Tim 
Wbodward). A genuine Good 
Samaritan, he actually went to 
help Stephen Lawrence as he 
lay bleeding at toe bus stop. 

It is significant that this in- 
stinctivefy virtuous man was 
also toe readiest to admit in 
court that, because the youths 
were black, he initially thought 
it was a trick to mug him. An 
awareness of the reflex racism 
within us is toe first step to 
overcoming it A good man is 
prepared to acknowledge it 
The police, still denying insti- 
tutional racism, decline to do 
so. Thafs the profound lesson 
of this excellent evening. 

Paul Taylor 


lb 6 Ffeb. Booking: 0171-328 
11M0. A versimef this review 
appeared m later editions cf 
yesterday’s paper 


IT WAS not a glorious moment 
in its nomadic status when the 
Royal Ballet found it had 
nowhere to go but the Festival 
Hall, vacated by the En glish 
National Ballet because the 
stage is toe size of a shelf and 
lacks a for tower. Nor,, conse- 
quently, was it an inspired idea 
to stage MacMillan's Romeo 
and Juliet there - a Cedi B De 
Mille of a production, with 
human hordes, massive sets 
and countless scene changes. 

Ebr toe occasion, Nicholas 
Georgia dis revised and scaled 
down his original designs, sub- 
stituting an immobile archi- 
tectural background of steps 
and terraced colonnades, 
which served as market-place, 
ballroom, balcony and bed- 
room. But that still left little 
room for toe cast, who threat- 
ened to teem off the edge into 
the orchestra pit and halt 
Andrea Quinn's conducting. 
This last was a pleasure of the 
evening - vigorous in its con- 
trasts. from hushed stillness to 
pounding solemnity or shim- 
mering expansion. 

Romeo and Juliet has 
always brought out the com- 
pany’s strength as an ensem- 
ble, relating convincingly to 


Dance 


ROYAL BALLET: 
ROMEO AND JULIET 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
LONDON 


each other in the verismo of the 
crowd sequences. And so, dur- 
ing toe ball, there are the vivid 
simultaneous pockets of drama 
among the guests, with Lord 
and Lady Capulet shuttling 
desperately around hying to 
control Juliet, to separate 
Tybalt and Romeo, to placate 
Paris. how sad, this time, to 

watch such a stiff account of the 

lateu pivotal fighting scene, 
with Jonathan Cope’s Romeo 
standing woodenly, apparently 
uninterested in the fact that 
Mercutio is mortally wounded, 
and Christopher Saunders’s 
Tybalt possibly toe most stolid 
I have ever seen. 

_ TOis was not an evening of 
vivid individual performances 
despite the glittering core of 
Sylvie Guillem and Jonathan 
Cope. Left alone, Cope reverts 
to his frustrating emotional 
inarticulacy, but, faced with 
Guillem, he lets loose to 
become a dream Romeo - 
handsome with his long neck 


and black curls, ecstatically 
abandoned in his attitude ren- 
verse turns, a strong and 
involved partner in the various 
pas de deux. 

The technical perfection o' 
Guillem s dancing aside, Julie 
is not one of her most affectim 
roles. Although she is clearh 
sincere in Juliana 
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style of acting, 

S? yal 5 a *J? ,s Iess stylish 
approach. She is best at haj- 

piness so that in the baleou 
scene she 
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i THE BIG PICTURE 


Anthony Quinn 


THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

DIRECTOR: DON ROOS 
STARRING: CHRI5TINA RICO. 
MARTIN DONOVAN. 

LiSA KUDROW 
100 MINS 

T ake Alicia Silvers Lone 
from Clueless, trans- 
plant her to white- 
trash Louisiana, add 
some puppy fat, stir in 
a bitter dose of cym- 
* asm, and you have something like 
16-year-old Dedee Truitt (Christina 
Ricci), anti-heroine of Don Roos’s 
bracingly upfront comedy The 
Opposite erf Sex. 

Destined to become one of the 
great movie minxes, Dedee gets the 
picture off to a breezy start at her 
stepfather’s funeral flicking a cig- 
arette butt into his newly dug grave, 
wrestling her mom to the ground, 
then packing up and hitting the road, 
handgun in tow. “If you think I'm. 
like, plucky and scrappy and all 1 
need is love, you're in over your 
head," she says, coolly addressing 
the audience. “I don't have a heart 
. of gold, and I don’t grow one later. 
■f OK?” You’d better believe it 

Dedee's insolent asides make us 
her confidants as she turns up on 
the doorstep of her gay half-broth- 
ec Bill (Martin Donovan), who’s 
“like, the definition of a softie". You 
fear for him. Having installed her- 
self chez Bin, who’s too nice to make 
a hiss, Dedee sets to work on se- 
ducing his hunky but not-too-bright 
boyfriend. Matt (Ivan Sergei). Her 
question to him: how does he know 
he's not into sex with women if he's 
never tried it? His reply: *Tve never 
tried communism either. Or grits." 

But you can’t underestimate 
Dedee's wiles. Once she gets preg- 
nant, things start to get very com- 
plicated indeed. Matt and Dedee 
make off with Bill’s money and the 
ashes of his late lover- as ransom, 
you understand - at which point 
Matt's ex-lovet; Jason (Johnny 
GaleckD, shows up, threatening to 
. frame Bill for sexual harassm ent at 
school. So B£D and his schoolteacher 
friend, Lucia, hotfoot it to Los An- 
geles, where the fugitive pair have 
gone to ground. 



FILM 


riddle of the minx 



If that plot soundsa little crowd- 
ed, don't be alarmed. Roos is more 
concerned with exploring character 
than the mechanics of force, and 
he's written a terrifically spiky 
script to back up his conception. 
With Dedee's voice at the controls, 
he ensures that sentimentality 
won't blunt the film’s razor tooth, 
and he keeps the audience slightly 
off-balance throughout. Dedee 
booby-traps her narration with teas- 
ing hhiffs, candid apergus and a sar- 
donic contempt for film tradition: 
The Opposite of Sex could be seen 
as a.coming-of-age movie, save for 
the fact that that Dedee hates com- 
ing-of-age movies, particularly the 
line: “I never was the same again 
after that summer." Can you blame 
her? Besides, one look at her sullen 
baby-doll features tells you she 
probably came of age around the 
time she stopped breast-feeding. 
The elfin Ricci does amazing work 


here: female roles with this much 
sass and swagger don’t come along 
very often, and she takes to it with 
a heartless gusto. 

What's more remarkable is that 
the film actually has two great 
comic performances. Dedee, hav- 
ing left Bill to pick up the tab for all 
the hell-raising she’s done, isn’t 
quite so prominent in the film’s sec- 
ond half; instead, centre-stage is 
commandeered by Lucia, virtuous 
and responsible like Bill and mis- 
erable with repression. As played 
by Lisa Kudrow, she’s a bit of a 
scold, and knows it- we get a sense 
of real loneliness from hen, too; per- 
haps all those high-minded princi- 
ples have scared men off. “How 
does a woman get so bitter?” ‘'Ob- 
servation,” she rejoins. 

Continually horrified by other 
people's misbehaviour (of Dedee: 
“My God, she’s the human 
tabloid!"). Lucia is too uptight and 


schoolmarmish to notice that the 
local sheriff (Lyle Lovett) has 
become sweet on her In her role as 
Phoebe, the flaky fblkie in Friends , 
Kudrows adorable dippiness has al- 
ways got on my nerves, yet she’s a 
revelation here. 

Without its ever seeming schem- 
atic, Lucia and Dedee represent the 
film’s contrary poles: as the latter 
sees it, sex ends in babies and re- 
lationships, whereas she just wants 
the opposite of that - namely un- 
trammelled, promiscuous fun. 
Lucia, on the other hand, regards 
love and companionship and fulfil- 
ment as the highest goals, and 
scorns those who selfishly pursue 
their own ends. As she teOs one such 
offender “This is how we do things 
on the planet Maturia. We have 
much to teach you." In the end, of 
course, the definitions blur as both 
women find that they can get them- 
selves snagged somewhere in be- 


tween love and sex, between pleas- 
ing yourself and doing unto others. 
It’s, like. life. 

Driven along by a jaunty jazz 
score, Roos’s film sags a little in its 
final third as lessons are, however 
So ironically, handed around. But 
you wouldn’t begrudge the feel- 
good ending. Roos has managed 
something quite unusual in this 
film (his debut, incidentally). While 
he evidently likes his characters, he 
doesn’t bust a gut trying to make us 
like them. They all to one degree 
or another; exasperate, and offend, 
and occasionally appal -even saint- 
ly Bill and his forbearance had me 
grinding my teeth - yet we don’t 
mind extending them our sympathy 
precisely because none of them 
ever asks for it 

In the end, it feels like an opti- 
mistic movie. Who’d have guessed 
from the title that the opposite of sex 
was actually something good? 



ALSO SHOWING 

Meet Joe black martin Brest (i 2) 

■ Sour Grapes Larry David (1 5) ■ dobbumann 
Jan Kounen (18) ■ buttonb«s Petr Zelenka (NQ 


IN MEET Joe Black a sixtysomething 
widower Bill Parrish (Anthony Hop- 
kins), has been getting intimations — 
doomy voices, ticker trouhle - that all 
point the same way: his number’s up. 
Sure enough, death pays him a bouse 
call, only he’s not your usual Grim 
Reaper in cadaverous make-up and 
a tatty cowL No: in Martin Brest’s por- 
tentous romantic drama, death is 
played by Brad Pitt with blond high- 
lights, a $3,000 suit and a vaguely 
beatific air. Death wants some va- 
cation time on Earth before whisk- 
ing Parrish away (the source is the 
1934 film Death Takes a Holiday), 
and it seems he's no fool he chooses 
to stay noth Parrish, a media tycoon 
afloat in baronial splendour in Man- 
hattan, rather than with, say. a rent 
collector in New Jersey. 

The dd man then finds death - re- 
named Joe Black - making the 
moves on his favourite daughter 
Susan (Claire ForianD, who seems 
very taken with her father’s myster- 
ious new guest So the question is 
posed: is love stronger than death? 
Hdtywood is somewhat preoccupied 
with this subject Last year’s City of 
Angels and the unspeakable What 
Dreams May Came dabbled with ro- 
mance beyond the grave, though 
whether this indicates a new-found 
spirituality or simply the age-old 
timor mortis ' is unclean Either way, 
it seems to encourage an astonishing 
windiness in film-makers, and lam- 
entable posturing in actors. Brad Pitt 
complained in an interview that his 
role defied research, but his imper- 
sonation of death as a stiff-necked, 
strangle-voiced hick who likes 
peanut butter is not the stuff to pro- 
voke anyone to fear and trembling. 

The subplot concerns a dastardly 
takeover bid that wiE break Parrish’s 
empire asunder; and at least it is a 
kind of plot; the rest of the movie 
snails towards the three-hour mark 
beneath the weight of a thousand 
Soulful Glances. Profound Silences 
and Ridiculous Speeches. (Pitt talk- 
ing patois to a (tying Jamaican grand- 
mother qualifies as a low point) 
That Brest has no sense of pacing is 
palpable, but a sense of mercy would 
have been nice. All that keeps bore- 
dom at bay is Forlani’s almond eyes, 
Hopkins’s tender gravitas and the 
sadly infrequent presence of Jeffrey 
Thmbor as the tycoon's son-in-law, 
proving that his Hank from The 
Larry Sanders Show is no fluke: he 
has an actor’s timing as well as a 
comedian's. Maybe they should have 
let him play Death instead 

Anyone who has ever stayed up 
to watch Seinfeld will discern the 
stamp of its co-creator Larry David 
in Sour Grtxpes, a feature debut that 
thrives on the same meticulous 
come<ty of triviality. It's a tale of two 



cousins who fall out over a windfall 
Brain surgeon Evan (Steven Weber) 
and sports-shoe designer Richie 
(Craig Bierko) take their girlfriends 
fora weekend in Atlantic City. Richie 
borrows two quarters from Evan for 
a last go on the slot machine - and 
hits the jackpot, to the tune of 
$436,000. Trouble b egins when Evan 
asks for half of the loot Richie, of 
course, won’t give him a red cent 

What follows is a complicated yet 
neatly worked farce straight from the 
Seinfeld textbook, whereby an anec- 
dote is steam-rollered flat beneath a 
ton of misunderstandings, running 
gags and cute observations. There 
are some good one-liners, and a tart 
mini-parody of friends that’s just 
about the funniest thing in the movie. 
Tfet Sour Grapes hasn't realty enough 
juice to get it home, and it also re- 
minded me why I don’t care for 
Seinfeld any more. It's not the re- 
lentless small-mindedness so much 
as the self-satisfied way the comedy 
is played out; it's like the bloke in the 
pub who gets laughs for his first few 
jokes but doesn't know when to stop. 

Dobermarm is, in at least two ■ 
senses, a dog. Jan Kbunen's cops 
and robbers movie trades in a hip, 
cartoonish ultraviolence that would 
make us go oooh if it hadn't been 
done to death already. Vincent Cas- 
sel pfoys the Ieatherclad outlaw 
Yann, aka The Dobennann, who 
with his deaf moll (Monica Belluc- 
ri) and a ragtag gang of psychopaths 
raids a Paris bank and leaves a trail 
of bodies. Out to nail him is a cop of 
such staggering moral turpitude 
(Tcheky Karyo) that you are imme- 
diately inclined to side with the 
cr iminal- Kounen directs in the fren- 
zied, kinetic style of an MTV video, 
though he nods to other influences 
via a prominent display of two movie 
posters, Trainspotting and The 
Usual Suspects. Well. he can dream. 

The six interrelated stories mak- 
ing up the Czech indie Buttoners are 
united by a curiosity with fate, coin- 
cidence and the atom bomb. The 
writer-director Petr Zelenka has a 
quirky affection for the way things Hnk 
up and comment on one other spark- 
ing magical connections. It gets by 
on a ramshackle combination of ec- 
centricity and rude charm. 
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MICHAEL CAINE 
GIVES A PERFORMANCE 
BEYOND COMPARE.” 

ALEXANDER WALKER - EVENING STANDARD 


-CAINE GIVES HIS BEST 
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Robert Carlyle vs. Pierce Brosnan 


THE CAST for The 
World Is Not Enough, 
James Bond’s next 
outing, is beginning to 
shape up. The ex- 
breakfast-time siren 
Denise Van Outen has 
landed herself a part in 
the franchise’s 
traditionally 
spectacular opening 
sequence, according to 
The Mirror. Van 
Outen’s casting follows 
the production 
company’s 
announcement that 
Pierce Brosnan will be 
up against none other 
than Robert Carlyle. 
He’ll play the arch- 
villain Renard who, 
thanks to a bullet 
lodged in his brain, is 
immune to pain. Fine, 
but surely the 
producers have missed 
a chance to resurrect 
Carlyle’s psychotic 
turn in Trainspotting: 
Begbie vs Bond - 
“Come aheed, 007, ye 
radge wee shite!” 


to Variety, Titanic 
earned the studios 
$3.2bn in theatrical 
video and record 
releases and 
broadcast-rights sales 
last year. The video of 
James Cameron's epic 
alone has brought in 
revenue worth Slbn, 
the result of world- 
wide sales of more 

than 57 million units. 


1998 WAS the year that 
the ship came in for 
20th Century Fox and 
Paramount According 


WITH LESS than a year 
to go before the start of 
the new millennium, 
there are certain 
things to which 
humanity will cling as 
earthquakes rend the 
earth, the sky falls on 
our heads and the 
clock on the video 
packs up - the eternal 
truth of Woody Allen’s 
ongoing visits to his 
analyst being just one. 
Well, no more. . 
According to a BBC 
interview to be 
broadcast this yean Mr 
Neurotic is so happy 
with his wife, Soon-YL 
that he’s stopped 
seeing his shrink. 

Verity the apocalypse 
is nigh. 




“WILL HAVE YOU ON THE EDGE OE YOOR 
SEAT WITH YOUR HEART PALPITATING AND 
YOOR RRAIN IN OVERDRIVE — ★★★★★” 



...OUTSTANDING... SO STRONG IT HURTS.” 
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Cinema to dishonour France 


Serious cinema, or canny commercialism? Liese Spencer examines the current French vogue for in-your-visage film violence 


W hen, in 1995, Mathieu 
Kassovitz's incendiary 
debut La Home opened 
in France, its hard-hit- 
ting tale of poverty, 
racism and police bru- 
tality sparked rioting in the banlieue among 
viewers who identified all too closely with the 
film ’s multiracial, disenfranchised anti-he- 
roes. Now Gaspar No6 and Jan Kounen seek 
to provoke the same powerful reactions 
with their uncomprnm^g first features Seul 
Centre Tbus (I Stand AloneJ and Dobermarm. 

But are these violent movies part of a 
wider attempt to reinstate social criticism 
into French cinema, or merely Gallic 
exploitation flicks, smash-and-grab calling- 
cards from film - mak ers with an eye on the 
international market? 

Both films, though very different in style, 
come under the broad umbrella of Jeune 
Cinema Franqais, a movement that Ginette 
Vincendeau, a lecturer in French cinema at 
Warwick University, describes as “an amal- 
gam of artistic vision and issues which are 
about more than middle-class people having 
affairs in beautiful apartments". 

Along with other recent releases such as 
Clubbed to Death, Hie Dream Life of Angels 
and La Vie de Jesus, these post-La Home 
products eschew the empty cool of stylists 
such as Luc Besson (Nikita), Jean- Jacques 
Bemeix (Betty Blue) and Jean-Pierre Jeunet 
and Marc Caro (Delicatessen), offering in- 
stead snapshots from a France riddled with 
unemployment and racism. 

Still, while this new breed of French film 
broadens the country's celluloid exports be- 
yond the traditional heritage swashbucklers 
and exquisite psychodramas, Vincendeau 
cautions against making any explicitly 
political claims for such movies. Indeed, the 
last thing these young film-makers wants is 
to be described as polemical. 

“In France, critics use ‘sociological' to 
describe TV movies, so anyone with artis- 
tic, auteur ambitions is careful to avoid the 
label.” says Vincendeau. 

It’s an argument supported by Noe's 
press statement for Seul Contre Tbus. in 
which one of the reasons he cites for mak- 
ing the film is “to depict the France I see 
everyday, a France that looks more like the 
country described in Hugo, Zola. Henri Char- 
riere or in any other documentary about 
Vichy, than the vision of France depicted in 
the films that invade my TV screen, made 
by more civilised film-makers”. 

Edited to the sound of off-screen gunshots, 
interspersed with inter-titles and even fea- 
turinga sensational 30-second countdown (in 
which viewers are given a chance to leave 



Not pleased to see you: top, ‘Dobermann’; bottom left, *La Haine’; bottom tight, ‘Seal Contre Tons’ 


the cinema before its climax), Seul Contre 
Tbus works hard to manipulate a reaction. 

“One critic said that just hearing the 
music made him want to call Amnesty 
International ” recalls Noe with satisfaction, 
adding that he made the film to “dishonour 
France" and would have liked to have had it 
banned, since it would have shown that he 
“had made something shocking”. 

The liberal agenda behind Noe's deadpan 


irony is betrayed, however, by the skin with 
which he turns his monstrous aggressor into 
a pathetic victim at the film’s finish. Strip- 
ping away all the physical and emotional com- 
fort of what he calls “soft bourgeois French 
cinema" Noe reduces humanity to sex. shel- 
ter and animal survival, then shows how - 
in such conditions - tolerance and morality 
can be regarded as life's little luxuries. 

If Seul Contre Tons is-not overtly politi- 


cal, its in-your-face aesthetic certainly hang s 
home a distinctly moral message. Not so 
Doberman?t. “Your first film shows the ju- 
venile side of you: you just want to shake 
everyone up,” says Jan Kounen of his debut 
feature. Dobermann is an ultra-violent 
ultra-stylised action movie full of cartoon sex 
and sadism, which pits Vincent Cassel's 
eponymous outlaw and his feral gang against 
Teheky Karyo's flamboyantly corrupt cop. 


Like Noe, Kounen uses guerrilla tactics 
to aggressively nafl the attention of his 
audience. And, like Noe, Kounen denies a ny 
sociological or satirical intent - the difference 
being that, after watching Dobermann, you 
believe him. Ko mien’s defiantly shallow 
romp revels in its own lack of substance, 
. seemingly content to pastiche the action 
genre in a series of endless explosions and 
politically incorrect exchanges between two- 
(fimensional stereotypes. 

Even its stag Vincent Cassd, will admit 
this: “There was not much dialogue! It was 
Eke playing Batman- Playing Vinz in La 
Haine was different he was areal anti-hero. 
I think Dbbermatm is a fantasy Vinz might 
have had of himself someone Vinz would 
have krved to be.” 

Interestingly, while Seul Contre Tbus 
won only praise from both left- and right- 
wing commentators in France, Dober- 
marm’s provocations unleashed a torrent 
of critical venom. 

“The press were spying that it was a Nazi 
movie,” remembers Noe. “I think what re- 
ally offended them was that although the film 
was made in France, it looks like a Japan- 
ese Manga movie. Critics saw that as some 
kind of cultural betrayal” 

Pushed to a comic extreme, DobermanrCs 
crass genericism marks it out from the au- 
teur tendencies of much Jeune Cinema 
Franqais. But traces of its magpie commer- 
cialism are in many of the films - not least 
in La Home's hommage to Taxi Driver. 

“The reason Laffaine was such a success 
was that it manage d to channel French social 
resaws rnfn tfw* format nf an inte rnational crime 

thriller" says Vincendeau. “Kassowitz bor- 
rowed from John Woo, Scorsese and Spike 
Lee to produce a hybrid of the political movie 
and the more fashionable crime noir." 

Cassel is confident that such a trick can 
be repeated. “There is this thin g going on 
in Iferis, a lot of young actors and young film- 
makers who are making friends with each 
other - Cassel’s directorial debut, Crime 
Boulevard, is produced by the guy who pro- 
duced La Haine - and feeling very confident. 
Gaspar Noe, Jan Kounen, Mathieu Kas- 
sowitz- suddenly, we’re here, and they [the 
French film industry] cannot do without us. 
But the war is not over yet; there's a lot to 
do. Probably the war is to have a movie re- 
leased around the world, not to be com- 
pletely crushed by the US movie industry." 

Indeed. Whether these young guns win 
or lose tiie war. whether they're exploiting 
or exposing one thing’s for sure: violence 
always sells. 

Anthony Quinn reviews 'Dobermanrt on 
page 11 


A SHORT 
history 
OF ULTRA 
VIOLENCE 

1980s: Bertrand Tavernier’s 
L.627 is a lone slice of v&nte 
in an ocean of designer style. 
It investigates issues of 
racism in the police force 
and society in general. 

1991; Gaspar Noe releases 
his short Came, in which a 
butcher; mistakenly 
believing his daughter has 
been raped, exacts a terrible 
revenge. He drafts a 
screenplay for Seul Contre 
Tbus and shows it to 
potential backers, who tell 
him to “go away and come 
back with a normal movie 
starring normal actors”. 

1993: Jan Kounen releases 
his short Vibrbboy, a comedy 
displaying the one-time 
cartoonist’s obsession with 
sex and violence - a 
psychopath runs amok with 
a phallic fertility symbol 
strapped to a ch ains aw. 

April 1995: After 
Kas so witz's comments that 
“La Haine is an anti-police 
film ”, security police turn 
their backs on the film's cast 
and crew at a Cannes 
preview screening. 

June 1995: Fbllowing huge 
success, 260 copies of La 
Haine are made instead of 
the usual 50, but after riots 
in the suburbs the film is 
accused of inciting violence. 

Edinburgh Festival 1998: 
Gaspar Nod speaking about 
Seul Contre Tbus: “A lot of 
people ask me if this is a 
racist movie, and I say, yes, 
it’s an anti-French movie." 


Strong, conniving women: the final frontier 

Director Don Roos scripted Hart to Hart and Dynasty 2. No surprise then that The Opposite of Sex is about a bitch from hell. By Geoffrey Macnab 


DON ROOS began his career in 
Hollywood writing glossy, prime- 
time soap operas. He ticks off the 
credits. First was Hart to Hart. 
Then followed Paper Dolls (trials 
and travails of teenage fashion mod- 
els), Dynasty 2 (trials and travails 
of the Cofoy family) and Nightingales 
(trials and travails of student nurs- 
es). This last effort, he says proudly, 
was voted worst television show of 
the Eighties. “We were hounded off 
the air by the Nurses' Association of 
America. They really ofcrjected to our 
depiction of student nurses as ready 
and willing to jump into the sack with 
any young doctor who came by.” 

Watching The Opposite of Sex, 
Roos’s directorial debut it isn’t hard 


to spot the soap opera influence. 
With her red lipstick and white biki- 
ni. the film's teenage narrator 
Dedee Truitt i beautifully played by 
Christina Ricci) looks like a Long Is- 
land Lolita. She also behaves every 
bit as monstrously as Joan Collins's 
Alexis. She lies, steals and sleeps 
around, gleefully spreading mali- 
cious rumours wherever she goes. 
“I like strong, conniving women 
with wicked tongues," Roos ex- 
plains when asked about the origins 
of the character. “They’re a staple 
of soap opera. There’s a gossipy feel 
to this movie - it's not a film about 
ideas. What interests me is two 
people in a room having a fight" 
Dedee fuels The Opposite qfSex 


with “a sense of energy, drive and 
sexual recklessness”, but she’s not 
the first “bad girl” Roos has creat- 
ed. Back in 1992, he scripted Single 
White Female, which famously fea- 
tured the flatmate-fram-hell Jennifer 
Jason Leigh tossing a Labrador 
puppy out of a skyscraper window. 
“They’re both violent dark charac- 
ters," he acknowledges, “but Leigh 
is full of self-pity. The big difference 
here is that Dedee never whines or 
tries to make us like hen" In other 
words, we root for hen whatever she 
does. To show her in an even more 
gaudy light Roos cast Lyle Lovett 
as the small-town sheriff bumbling 
along in her wake. "He always re- 
minded me of a face on Mount 








Don Roos Andrew Buurman 


Rushmore," he says of the lugubri- 
ous country singer turned acton “He 
has a chiselled, granite quality- he 
looks really American and solid.” 

Roos, now 43, grew up in the late 


Fifties in what he refers to as “a very 
suburban, middle-class, rigid soc- 
iety." He was eight years old when 
Kennedy was assassinated, an event 
that shook his family to the core. 
“Kennedy was a huge, important 

mythic figure for us,” he remembers. 
“His death was the first time I had 
seen adults shaken and crying.” 

Roos' first screenplay Love Field!, 
focuses on the events surrounding 
the killing. In the film, Michelle Pfeif- 
fer plays Lurene, a Dallas housewife 
who embarks on an epic trek across 
country to Kennedy’s funeral in 
Washington. A naive, idealistic busy- 
body with complete faith in the myth 
of JFK’s Camelot Lurene is the 
polar opposite of Dedee. Neverthe- 


less. he treats her with sympathy His 
own mother was equally obsessed 
with Kennedy. As you'd expect from 
the future soap opera writer he, 
too, bought into the glamour; show 
business and gossip surrounding 
JFK and Jackie: “We didn't go to the 
funeral but we sure as hell went to 
see the grave more than once.” 

There are some unlikely parallels 
between Love Field and The Oppo- 
site of Sex. Both feature strong fe- 
male characters. Both are road 
movies, as indeed are Bops on the 
Side, the film about three women on 
their way across America which 
Roos wrote in 1995, and Diabolique, 
the (very soapy, OTD remake of the 
George Clouzot classic which be 


scripted in 1996. “That is some- 
thing peculiariy American," he says. 
“If you have problems in a certain 
setting, you just get in a car and see 
what happens.” 

Even now, Roos admits to a cer- 
tain embarrassment about The Op- 
posite of Sex. It is far franker than 
anything he has written before, he 
half wishes he hadn't made the film , 
and he is still worried that his moth- 
er didn’t like it. “She called me up 
and said, ‘Don, I saw your movie and 
you're a genius. The scenery was 
beautiful.'" He pauses before con- 
fiding. “But there isn’t any scenery 
in the movie. .. three trees at most!" 

See reviews, page 11 
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a film by claude miller 


'A film that stamps all over Hollywood portrayals of childhood innocence. 
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DOUBLE BILL 

PETR ZELENKA , DIRECTOR OF ‘BUTTONERS’, ON HIS IDEAL CINEMATIC PAIRING 



GUMMO DIR. HARMONY 
KORINE (1997) 

BUFFALO 66 
VINCENT GALLO (1997) 

THESE FILMS represent 
the veiy healthy stream of 
author/director movies. 
Both directors also 
appear in the films. They 
are veiy experimental, yet 
not so way-out that they 
are unwatchable. When 
directors have been 
writers or actors, it seems 
to me that they are 
experienced enough to 
teD what is important and 
what is not Which Is a 
vital qualify when you 
want to make good films 
on a small budget 
Gumma was a real 
revelation. It's so 
authentic - you can’t 
mistake this film for any 


other. For instance, the 
music is very specific, 
thrash-metai The acting 
is also superb. There’s a 
combination of actors and 
non-actors and you are 
unable to tell the 
difference. You can 
usually use amateurs for 
a small part although in 
Gummo the main 
character was played - 
brilliantly - by a non-actor. 

Gummo is a different 
take on a familiar genre. 

It is about a very 
depressive 

neighbourhood, where 
young boys are coming of 
age. The boys kill alley- 
cats for money which is 
rather like having a job 
somewhere between 
toiling people and an 
ordinary occupation, like 
Buffalo 66 it’s a grey area 
between a gangster film 


and a film about a typical 
middle-class life. Buffalo 
66 could be a violent jail- 
house film, except that 
the guy who gets out of 
jail is gentle. He is too shy 
to kiss the girl. 

Both these films are 
veiy funny. Humour is 
very important to me, 
otherwise it's like a 
Bergman film and can 
risk being a bit 
pretentious. A lot of the 
humour comes from Gallo 
and Korine because they 
don't take themselves too 
seriously. You can tell a lot 
about the director from 
the script - much more 
than from directing 
techniques. And. because 
of this, writers are more 
interesting to me. 

INTERVIEW BY 
JENNIFER RODGER 


Robert Hanks 

The most striking thing 
about ‘Mersey Blues’ 
was the money involved 
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Courts should recognise that rape victims are not there to be tried. By Grama Langdon-Down 
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I expected the prosecutor 
to be oo ray side, but he 
didn't even introduce himself 
to me before the case," 
recalls Jessica, bitterly 
disillusioned by the criminal 
justice system. After she was raped 

by her ex-husband, her fear that he 
might assault her again gave her the 

courage to see her complaint 
through to trial - only then to see 
him acquitted. 

Jessica, 36, who has two small 
children, has nothing but praise for 
the way the police dealt with the in- 
vestigation and the help offered by 
her local rape crisis centre - all of 
which made the court process even 
more of a let-down. 

“I was shocked and dismayed that 
when the defence started telling lies 
about me, and his friends were 
called to give character evidence for 
him and against me, suggesting 
that I was a slag, the prosecutor 
didn't leap to his feet and challenge 
what was being said. “It went cm in 
this vein right up to the closing 
speeches. The defence lawyer, who 
was very clever: suggested that I had 
asked for it, suggested that I liked 
a bit of rough. The prosecutor didn’t 
disab use the jury of this even dur- 
) ing his dosing speech. 

"What was really surprising was 
that though he was on trid, I was the 
one who was being condemned. I 
asked myself after the acquittal 
whether; if I had had someone who 
knew the story, who had talked it 
through with me beforehand and 
who knew what the defence barris- 
ter's tactics were likely to be, there 
would have been a verdict of guilty." 

The role of the prosecution is one 
of the factors being considered in a 
Home Office study into why the 
conviction rate for rape has dropped 
dramatically - from 24 per cent in 
1985 to 10 per cent inI996 - despite 
V a threefold increase in the number 
7 of rapes recorded by the police over 
the same period. 

David Magson, assistant chief 
crown prosecutor for the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) in "York- 
shire, has been liaising with the Re- 
search Centre on Violence, Abuse 
and Gender Relations at Leeds 
Metropolitan University to set up a 
pilot course to train prosecutors in 
' such cases. He says that the drop in 
the conviction rate has to be seen in 
- the context of the number of cases 
now coming to trial which would not 
even have been investigated 20 
years ago. 

"You cannot necessarily take the 
fact that there are now more ac- 
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The rape victim in the trial of Ralston Edwards broke down as he cross-examined her in court 


quittals as being a failure of the 
whole system. But I think you can 
say that there is a greater number 
of acquittals in rape cases than in 
other sorts of cases and, yes, we 
need to look at that," he concedes. 

He adds that rape and sexual as- 
sault cases are supervised by CPS 
lawyers with at least 10 years’ 
experience, and cases are presented 
in court by independent counsel 

“Part of the course will be aimed 
at increasing awareness of the 
mainly male counsel so that they do 
not make the same assumptions that 
you sometimes hear judges making ," 
ex plains Magson. 

Another aim of the course is to en- 
sure that prosecutors robustly chal- 
lenge attempts by the defence to 
cross-examine complainants on 
their past sexual history. Magson 
says: “That is quite clearly a duty of 
the prosecuting counseL One of the 
purposes of this exercise is to edu- 
cate prosecutors so that they are 
fixity aware of all the relevant legis- 
lation and decided case law that 


go towards protecting the victim." 

That will include proposals under 
the Youth Justice and Criminal Evi- 
dence Bill that evidence of or ques- 
tioning about a complainant’s sexual 
behaviour will not be admissible as 
evidence of whether he or she con- 
sented to the offence, unless a judge 
decides that it relates to a specific 
instance of fact within 24 hours of the 
alleged assault, and that its main 
purpose is not to impugn the wit- 
ness's character 

The court process has been made 
even more harrowing for some rape 
victims who have had to face being 
cross examined in court by their al- 
leged attacker. Ralston Edwards 
was jailed for life after he cross-ex- 
amined his victim for six days, a case 
winch has led to a change in the law 
to prevent alleged rapists ques- 
tioning victims. 

Concern over the effectiveness of 
some rape prosecutions prompted 
the research centre to setup its pilot 
course offering prosecutors expert 
training in dealing with the special 


circumstances that surround rape 
and sexual assault cases. 

The course, which is due to start 
this spring in Leeds, involves three 
two-hour seminars covering latest 
research, changes in legislation, 
trial preparation, dealing with wit- 
nesses, cross-examination tech- 
niques and the Appeal Court 
process. Julie Bindel assistant dir- 
ector of the research centre, says 
that the course, which is being de- 
signed with the dose co-operation 
of the CPS in Yorkshire, will be eval- 
uated to show whether it results in 
more convictions. Depending on 
the results, there are hopes that it 
may eventually be funded nationally 
by the Home .Office. 

“We are not suggesting that 
prosecutors do not know how to do 
theirjob. What we want to do is give 
them the latest thinking on forensic 
evidence, courtroom techniques 
and current research so that 
they can prosecute these cases 
more effectively. 

“Prosecutors are the people who 


Enterprise News 

have to educate juries about rape 
myths - that there are somehow ‘ de- 
serving’ and ‘undeserving' victims, 
that marital or acquaintance rape is 
not as damaging as rape by a 
stranger - and that means being 
alive to the influence of their own 
prejudices," says Bindel 

Speakers on the course indude 
Fiona Mason, forensic psychiatrist 
at Brxxadmooc Jennifer 'Itemkin, pro- 
fessor of law at Sussex University, 
Helen Grindrod QC, an experienced 
prosecutor; and barrister \fera Baird, 
author of Rape in Court, a critique 
of rape trials, published last year; 

Vfera Baird says that the Bill will 
also allow evidence regarding sexual 
behaviour to be admitted to rebut ev- 
idence called by the prosecution 
about the complainant, so it is es- 
sential that prosecutors are trained 
to avoid that happening. She says: “It 
is no more to the Crown's advantage 
to show that the witness is a model 
of virtue than it is to the defence to 
show that she is a tart. They are two 
sides of the same error:" 


Human rights 
in the balance 


HUMAN RIGHTS come in many 
shapes and sizes. Resolving the 
apparent conflict between 
General Pinochet’s claim to 
sovereign immunity and the 
rights erf his alleged victims to 
justice is not difficult from a 
h uman rights perspective. The 
case against Pinochet, as set 
out in the Spanish request for 
his extradition, is that after the 
military coup in 1973 the Dina 
or secret police, who were 
answerable to Pinochet, 
engaged in torture and 
hostage-taking 

Confronted with allegations 
of such inhumanity, few would 
dissent from the ill-fated House 
of Lords decision that such 
acts cannot be regarded as a 
function of a head of state such 
as to attract immunity from 
criminal proceedings. 

But finding the right balance 
between h uman rights and 
democracy is more difficult 

As the House of Lords was 
hearing the Pinochet case, the 
Human Rights Act 1998 slipped 
on to the statute booh. It gives 
effect in our law to the rights 
and freedoms guaranteed 
under the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

Under the Act it will be 
unlawful for any public 
authorities - including central 
and local government the 
police and even courts - to 
violate convention rights. The 
issue of human rights will 
affect afl contact between the 
individual and the state. 

The ingenious feature of the 
Act is the way it attempts to 
balance the democratic right of 
the majority to exercise 
political power with the 
democratic need of individuals 
and minorities to have their 
human rights secured 

Hie Act aims to give the 
courts as much leeway as 
possible to protect rights, short 
of power to ignore Acts of 
Parliament All legislation is to 
be interpreted as far as 
possible in a way that is 
compatible with convention 
rights. If that is not possible, 
the higher courts will 
adjudicate; then it will be for 
Parliament to decide whether 
there should be legislation. 

The declaration of 
incompatibility is therefore a 
crafty device intended to 
sidestep the controversial issue 
of parliamentary sovereignty. 
Whether it succeeds will 


OUR 

LEARNED 

FRIEND 



KEIR STARMER 


depend mostly on the attitude 
of the judges to their new role. 

The Government hopes that 
the effect of the new Act will be 
to create a human rights 
culture in the UK To achieve 
this, the start date for the Act 
has been delayed until 2000 so 
that the Judicial Studies Board 
can finis h training judges, 
magistrates and tribunal 
members in human rights law. 
A close scrutiny of some of the 
decisions in our courts over the 
past 25 years suggests that the 
£6m cost will be well worth iL 

But a human rights culture 
cannot be imposed from the 
top. The Act is unlikely to 
succeed without a public 
awareness campaign The 
Pinochet case and those 
following - including the 
rehearing later this month - 
will keep the issue of human 
rights in the public eye for only 
a limited period. 

A good example of an 
effective awareness campaign 
comes from South Africa, 
where the human rights 
provisions of the new 
constitution were drafted only 
after full consultation with the 
public. When it became law 
millions of copies were printed 
(many in cartoon form, for 
those with reading difficulties). 
No such promotion is 
envisaged for the UK's Human 
Rights AcL 

The claim by the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, that the 
Act will create a “new and 
better relationship between the 
Government and the people" is 
unlikely to be realised if 
implementation is left to the 
judges and lawyers. 

Keir Starmer is a barrister at 
Doughty Street chambers 
specialising in human rights 
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A-z of Employers 

Marks & Spencer 


Age: 114. 


History: Russian refugee 
Michael Marks founded the 
company in 1884, in Erkgate, a 
Leeds street market Ten 
years latex; he teamed up with 
Tom Spencer a cashier from a 
wholesale company, and 
established the Marks and 
Spencer Penny Bazaar. In the 
1920s, the growing business 
adopted a then-revolutionary 
policy of buying direct from 
manufacturers, and in 1926 
Marks and Spencer became a 
public company, registering 
the trademark “St Michael" 
two years later In 1930, it 
opened its flagship store at 
Marble Arch, and during that 
decade began to sell food axid 
set up a staff welfare 
department When the war 
came, M&S was involved in 
ru nning the clothing Utility 
Scheme. In the mid-1970s, it 
opened its first continental 
stores, and in 1988, it bought 
the American clothing 
company Brooks Brothers and 
Kings Super Markets, a US 
food fhafn. Mid-1990s, it 
launched its financial services. 

Address: Headquarters are 
at Michael House, Baker 
Street London Wi. 

Ambience: Renowned as a 
friendly environment with a 
hi gh emphasis on team-work. 

Vital statistics: There are 
now 470 stores employing 
71^00 people, with a turnover 
of around £8bn per annum. 
Around a quarter of the UK 
adult population visits the 
stores each week. The 
company has quite an 
investment programme, too: 
£iOm this year on community- 
related projects, plus a three- 
year £2_2bn scheme. There are 
more than 3,000 food lines on 
display and company’s 
Classics brand is the UK’s 
fourth Largest in cosmetics: it 
also has 33 per cent of the 
UK’s sandwich market . 


Lifestyle: Those working in 
stores will be expected to work 
weekends and late nights. 
Trainees have to be “flexible". 

Easy to get into? 
Leadership, adaptability, 
personal flair and individuality 
are essential qualities, says a 
spokesperson. “We’re not 
looking for clones,” she 
explains. “By on new 
people, we keep bringing new 
ideas into the business.” Last 
year, 260 graduates were 
recruited in the stores, and a 
further 70 in Head Office. 

Glittering alumni: Keith 
Oates, the UK’s joint 
managing director, is also a 
non-executive director of BX 
and was formerly a member 
of the Sports Council of 
Great Britain. 

Pay: Graduates start on 
£18,000, and there’s a London 
weighting of £3,760. The 
company is particularly proud 
of its “exceptional" benefits 
package, which after two years 
with the company equates to 
an extra 30 per cent of the 
salary and indudes perks 
such as loans (for a car; 1 
season ticket, business 
clothes, home improvements, 
education or buying a house), 
financial planning advice and 
temporary accommodation. 

Ebr timsp changing carper ; 

salaries are from £19,500. 

Raining: M&S is recognised 
as one of the best trainers 
around, with emphasis on 
b uilding technical, managerial 
and personal skills. 

Facilities: An abundance of 
staff canteens offering 
subsidised meals. 

Who’s the boss? Chairman 
is Sir Richard Greenbury, also 
a patron of the Samaritans, 
who became chairman of the 
Israel-Britain Business 
Council in 1995. 

rachelle Thackray 


Make the workplace 
work for you 

It’s your life, and your career takes up a big part of it. So why 
waste time following the wrong track? By Meg Carter 


ARE YOU the kind of person who 
always means to sort out your 
working self, but never quite gets 
round to it? Maybe it’s a better salary 
you're after- or more responsibility 
a change of career; or simply a bet- 
ter balance between work and play. 

“AD of us have got to take charge 
of our careers and take responsibil- 
ity for what we want from an or- 
ganisation -more than ever before," 
says Angela Edward, policy adviser 
at the Institute of Personnel and De- 
velopment Working life throughout 
the Nineties, she believes, has been 
epitomised by a single concept “em- 
powerment”. Of course, many emp- 
loyers have used this tom as a usefol 
way of packaging downsizing and job 
insecurity. But there are ways of 
making the current employment di- 
mate work in your favour; she says. 

The first step is to identity your 
goal - and the key here is objective 
self-analysis and honesty “If you fed 
like you need a fresh start, ask 
yourself why Only by being com- 
pletely straight with ymirsdf can you 
begin to work what you want to 
change, and how to bring it about 1 " 

Every Nineties employee can 
gain from practising this, agrees 
Alan Margolis, managing consultant 
at Hampstead Hairing Consultants. 
“Otherwise you end up working to 
someone else’s agenda - to help 
someone else achieve their goals." 

hi feet, daims motivational expert 
Jurgen Wolff, although it’s an obvi- 
ous starting point, it's one where 
many of us go wrong and conse- 
quently give up. “One of the biggest 
problems many of us face is being 
stuck with old objectives. We foster 
an outdated image of oip elves. 
Ask yourself, is this something I still 
realty want to do? And if it’s not, don't 
be afraid to admit it, and move on.” 

The next stqp fa to develop a cam- 
paign of action. “Identify what 


talents or shills you have and what 
you will need to get to achieve your 
goal," Ms Edward says. “Will you get 
these opportunities where you are 
currently working, or should you 
move elsewhere?” 

Dividing your overall goal into a 
series of small®; easier; and quicker- 
to -attain steps can help. “The step- 
by-step approach makes your goal 
more attainable,” Mr Wolff advises. 

Baddngupyourstrat^ybyxnak- 
ing practical changes on a daily basis 
is essential If you want to be more 
assertive, for example, develop a 
more confident outward appear- 
ance. This wID also help you prepare 
to ask for that pay rise you want It’s 
all part of developing a positive 
mental attitude, Mr Margolis says. 

“Visualising success is a useful 
trick If you imagine doing what you 
realty want to do - how yon would 
feel what you might say -you are 
more focused on it,” he explains. 
“Imagine yourself r unning Hke Lin- 
ford Christie: you might not end up 
running as fast as him, but chances 
are you’ll end up running faster than 
you did before." 

Negative thinking is a common 
stumbling-block. To help overcome 
this, Mr Maigolis advises modifying 


your speech. “You can use language 
to fuel your engine," he explains, 
“Use T instead of tone', or ‘peo- 
ple’ to be seen as more decisive and 
direct Use 'how 1 , not ‘why’. Don’t say 
you ’can’t' do something, say ‘I can 
if...'. Use the situation to negotiate." 

Failure typically comes as a result 
of being typecast by other people. 
“For all the talk of embracing 
change , people don’t much like hav- 
ing it thrust upon them," comments 
Mr Wolff. “It can take time for peo- 
ple - even friends - to accept you in 
a new role. For some, then, it's best 
not to trumpet it, but to get on with 
what you want to achieve: quietly.” 

Alternatively, he adds, people can 
give up on their goals prematurely 
as a result of failing to understand 
the delicate balance of performance 
with expectation: ‘‘When you start on 
something new, such as learning a 
new language, it’s exciting and you 
learn a Tot But after a while, per- 
formance begins to plateau and 
your expectations race ahead. This 
is the point when many people give 
up - when success is just around the 
corner. Understanding this rela- 
tionship is the key to overcoming the 
desire to give up," he says. 

Making the time needed to realise 



Identify your career goal - and go for it 


George Hunter 


your goals is an aspect of change 
that many people dorft plan, adds Mr 
Wolff “Many people fail to follow 
through their resolutions by over- 
looking the fact that learning some- 
thing new will eat into your day." 

Regularly monitoring your 
progress is fundamental - and also 


Resolutions for Change 


■ Identify your goals and 
prioritise them. Make a list - 
putting it down on paper can 
help the thought process, 
ffi Ask yourself. “How realistic 
are my goals?”, “What do I need 
to do to achieve them?" “Am I 
willing to put in the time and 
effort?” Self-improvement 
comes at a price - are you 
prepared to pay it? 


■ When you have honed your 
list draw up a plan of action. 
Break the process down into 
smaller; more achievable steps. 

■ Work on your goals on a daify 
basis, and monitor progress. 
Once you feel more confident 
about your decision, discuss 
your advancement with a 
colleague, friend or expert in 
the field - the two of you can 


offer each other constructive 
criticism, gentle encouragement 
and regular updates. 

■ It is vital to keep a flexible 
approach, since there are often 
unforeseen opportunities and 
pitfalls. Adaptable people tend 
to achieve what they want far 
more quickly than those who 
doggedly follow a plan of action 
they set down 1.8 months ago. 


makes a good excuse to reward 
yourself on a regular basis, which will 
spur you on. Some people weak on 
achieving their goals alongside some- 
one else- perhapsin the workplace ’ 
-swapping plans, monitoring arxlen- • 
couraging each other along the way. 1 
In addition, talk to people who 
have already done or are in the \ 
process of doing what you want to . 
do. “If you want promotion or to ’ 
change your career; are there any 
professional bodies or associations 

which might' be able to help?' says ; 

Mr Wblff. “Amidst all the talk about 
the importance of skills, it’s easy to 1 
forget success often also comes > 
down to who you know.” 

Ultimately, achieving your goals 
will come down to a combination of 
courage and perseverance. Forget 

all those reasons you used to put it 
off last year; Ms Edward says. 

“January is a brilliant time for a 

fresh approach. So do it now." 
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as- Driving Technology Transfer 

Conferences '• growing enterprise in universities 







A one-day international conference 1 

Thursday 11 February 1999, QEII Conference Centre, London SW1 


Technology and knowledge transfer is high on the Government's agenda as it seeks 
to develop a knowledge-driven economy. It is also increasingly important for UK 
universities as they seek to strengthen links with industry on a regional, national and 
international basis. 

This one-day international conference will explore the benefits of technology and 
knowledge transfer for universities and consider the factors which influence its 
implementation. It will feature examples of successful approaches to technology 
transfer from the US, Germany, Israel. Asia and the UK. It will also present a report 
of a visit by eleven UK Vice-Chancellors and technology transfer managers to the 
US in November 1998 which was supported by the Gatsby Charitable Foundation. 


Lord Sainsbury of Turville 

Minister for Science , DTI 


Derek Barker 

Director oJ Prcfeds. Office of Science and Tedrctogy (CST) 


Professor Howard Newby 

Vlce-Ctenceflor, University of Southampton 


Ronald Cohen 

Charrrwn, Apa* Partners S Co Ventures Limited and 
Charman DTT Tech Stare’ Steering Committee 


John Preston 

Co-Orector. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
Entrepreneurship Centre and Senior Lecturer 


Professor John Craven, 

V'ce-OiaTeetor. University o( Portsmouth 


Professor Sir Gareth Roberts 

Vee-Chancetor. The University of Sheffield 


Stuart Henderson 

Head of UK Life Sciences. Arthur Andersen 


Professor Philip Treleaven 

Head. DTI international Technology Service Mission 


Dr Thomas Gering 

Director Business Development & Licensing. Fraunhofer 
Patensteffe fuw cSe Deutsche Forschung 


Diana Warwick, 

Chief Executive, Comrrittea of 
Vice-Chanceflors and Principals 


Chaired by 

Sheena McDonald 

&oadc3ster and Journalist 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Apax Rirtners & Co 


Conference Fees 

Supported Rate £140.00 - VAT 
Reduced Rate £195.00 + VAT 
Full Rate £285.00 * VAT 


For more information contact; 


Neil Stewart Associates 


lolh Fbor. Cenlre Point 
103 Mew Cwfcrd Street 
Ler-don ’.VC 1A IDD 


tel 01 71 240 9393 tax 01 71 2«J0 8933 
e-mail mailfeTiensiewartassDQaies.com 
website \w.w.nelstewartasscoates.ccm 


CARE 


lNTERNATIONAi 

NATURAL RESOURCES CLUSTER CO-ORDINATOR 
Salary range £28-£32,000 per annum 
London WC2 


The World Bank has launched a three year initiative for development co-operation between 
the corporate sector, the state and NGOs. entitled “Business Partners for Development" 
(BPDj. In a Fast-changing environment, it aims to study; support and promote examples of 
strategic partnerships between business, government and civil society which combine good 
business practice with the development of poor communities around the world. 


One of four thematic “dusters," the Natural Resources Cluster is managed by a steering group 
composed of the Wbrid Bank Group. CARE International and participating companies. BP pic 
and CARE are the joint convenors. Field activities are undertaken through "focus projects" 
approved by the Steering Group and funded by member corporations. 


Based at CARE International UK. the postholder will coordinate and administer the cluster's 
activities and core budgets, facilitate learning from focus projects, and promote the work of 
BPD and the Natural Resources Cluster. 


The successful candidate will have at least 3 years experience in social development project 
management at field leveL strong communications skills fining a complex policy environment, 
a keen interest in corporate social investment and an understanding of the international 
development system. There will be some international travel. 

The post is funded by the UK Government's Department for International Development 
(DFID) as part of DFID's wider support for the initiative. 


Suitable candidates should send a CV to the Personnel Manager, CARE International UK, 
Tower House, 8-14 Southampton Street, WC2E 7HA, or fax to: 0171 379 0543 
For further details ring 0171 379 5247. 


Closing date: 
Interview dates: 


22nd January 1999 
29th January and 1st February 1999 

To reduce recruitment costs, we regret that we do not write to applicants who are 
nor shortlisted. 


Charity Registration No 292506 


BRF.NT VOLUNTEER BUREAU 


TRAINING & 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 



(£19,000 per annum incl. of ILW, 25 days hoi. To July 2000 
with possible 12 month extension) 

The ideal candidate will have a background in. Volunteer 
Management within a Modern Good Practice Environment, 
Devising & Delivering Training & Knowledge or Experience of the 
Developmental Needs of Voluntary Organisations. 

Phone 0181 960 4052 for an application pack . Closing date 5pm i, 
Monday 1 February. 


Brent Volunteer Bureau is Striving to be an EO Employer & Welcomes 
Applications from Members of Minority Groups & Cultures. 


Charity No. 1069749 


National 
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To advertise in this section please call 

Suzanne Monroe on 0171 293 2706 


V3. 
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A DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTORATE 

Cannock Chase Cranial is soccessfhfly spearheading the 
r regeneration of former coalfield areas with substantial 

CANNOCK pdbtkLp rivals investment supported by the Single Regeneration 
CHASE Budget. The following posts offer the opportunity to contribute w 

^^COUNCIL thig economic regeneration through the development of transport 
infrastructure and imple me nt at ion of civil engineering prq^cis in a 
' jfJ District which boasts Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, 

Group Managing Engineer (Projects) 

£36^35 - £28,464 

We are seeking a person who will deveiop and lead a group which will imrfir fokp 
projects driven by needs, based on sound informati on ana maximising resources 
while giving a flexible responsive service. 

The group comprises a team of engineers and technical assistants delivering a 
wide range of municipal engineering projects. 

The post would suit a strongly motivated individual with project engineering 
experience and management skills to lead a busy team working to tight 

flpsuUinpB - 

closing date for receipt of completed application Teems is 
Friday 22nd January 1999 
Group Manag er (Transport) 

£26^35-228,464 

The Council is seeking to develop an Integrated Transport Plan for the Di s tric t . 
This vacancy ba< arisen as a result of es t a blish ing a new group to address 
transportation issues. In addition to strategy the postbolder wQl lead a team in 
preparation of feasibility studies for travel and transported related schemes. The 
Council fr** a comprehensive agency with the County Highways Authority and is 
also directly responsible for a wide range of transport-related functions. 

The post would suit a person with knowledge of transport planning and 
prawncir^ management skills. A post graduate qualification in a transport- 
related field is desirable though not essential. 

If you wish to rih rnw either post informally, please ring Richard Raisin an. Head 
of Engineering, on; 01543 464594. 

The dating date for r e ce ipt of completed appli cati on forms is 
Friday 29th January 1999 ^ 

Pl anning «ml Property Services Division 
Research «nd Information Officer £11,493 ■ 219494 (Career Grade) 
The Job - You will assist the Planning Division and other Directorate, giviog 3driee end 
support cm matters relating to bids for resources from both United Kingdom Government 
and European Union Programmes. You will also assist in thecoBeetkm, analysis and 
interpretation of information to support bids and the implementation of and monitoring of 
key strategy documents including ute adopted Local Plan. 

The Person - Yon will be a graduate in planning or a letevant disciplrne- Knowledge and 
interest in the analysis and interpretation of published statistics would bean advantage. 
Additional Benefits Include ■ EVaml car allowance, relocation package, assistance to study 
for a relevant qualification and payment of a professional fee. 

If you would like an informal chat regarding the pod. please telephone 01543 452621 and ask 
For Mike Price, Local Plans and Policy MaABgec 

The dosing date for receipt of completed application forms B 
. Friday 2nd January 1999 

If you are interested and would like to be considered fir any of the above posts, please 
telephone: 01543462313 124 hour answering aerricei for an application farm or write to: The 
Homan Resources Management Unit. Cannock Chase Council, Civic Centre, Beecroft Road. 
Cannock, Stalls WSU 1BG. 

O THE COUNCIL IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER *uc,, v 

w 


msF 


the- union 
for skilled and 
professional 
people 


REGIONAL OFFICERS/ 
ASSISTANT REGIONAL OFFICERS 


(5 posts: North West Coast, West Midlands, 
North Thames, Eastern, Southern Regions } 

MSF, the multi-industry trade union organising members in Aerospace. 
Automobile. Engineering. Pharmaceuticals, along w Hb the Finance. 
NHS and Voluntary Sectors - covering the whole of the U K and Irelcnd 
- has vacancies for five Full-Time Officials at Regional Officer/Assistcnt 
Regional Officer level in the Regions shown above. (For the Southern 
region past, the successful candidate will be expected to reside in Kent.} 
The solary hr ROs is £27.367 pa and for the AROs £21.833 - both 
currently under review. A car will be provided. The Union is seeking to 
appoint trainee officers at ARO level but is prepared to make rmmetfefe 
appointment at RO level hr suitable candidates. 

Applicants should have experience in trade union organising {ideally 
with a good appreciation of the Organising Model methods/ and 
collective bargaining, preferably in more than one industry or service. 
They will need to be able to demonstrate that they have the dulls and 
competencies needed to meet the modern Organising role. 

For further details please write or fax tor Martin Goodson at 
the MSF Centre, 33-37 Moreland Street, London, ECTV 8HA - 
Fax 0171 505 3030. 

You can also E-mail him on: goodsonm@msf.org.uk. 

Closing date hr application is Friday, 29 January 1 999. 

MSf driving to become on Equal Opportunities Employer 


Challenging opportunities in fast 
growing electronics company 



growing and sail throughout Europe. We use state-of-the-art computer 
systems to run our business. The following are new positions carrying high 
levels of responsibility, often involving long working days, but providing 
real opportunities for exercise of initiative, contemporary professional skills 
and for career development 


Office Manager. This position is key to continuing growth of the 
company. You will have a degree and a minimum of three years experience 
in office administration and management You thoroughly understand the 
business process and will be capable of developing our ‘paperless office' 
syste m, m anaging and operating computer based sales' office 
administration, procurement administration, stock control and information 
databases. Experience with Windows NT, operation of computer 
databases, electronic mail and good typing skill are essential. You must 
have initiative and be able to plan development of the company’s business 
systems. Occasionally you will be in sole charge of the company's office 
and therefore good management judgement personal presentation and a 
confident manner are necessary. 

Computer Software Engineer, We are seeking a graduate with a 
quality degree and a minimum of three years' industrial experience for a 
position or growing responsibility. Enhancement of our current product 
range of telephone modems and development of new products including 
ISDN will involve embedded systems development in 'C' with a small 
amount of assembler programming and systems and test development in 
C**' on Windows NT. Experience of telecommunications, DSPs, real time 
operating systems and MFC would be advantageous. 

Salary for each position is negotiable between £25.000 and around 


£33,000 p.a., depending on experience, but not limited for the right 
applicants. Salary increases are based ' " ' 


on achievements, dedication and 
company growth and profitability. Your skills and remuneration will grow 
the company grows. There is tour weeks' paid holiday per year and 
medical insurance cover. 

Send your CV stating how you meet our requirements to: 

The Managing Director, Coherent Technologies Limited 
2 Hardwicks Way, London SW18 4AJ 
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ISLE 

WIGH 


SENIOR YOUTH AND COMMUNITY WORKER 
COWES YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 


IF YOU REALLY 
WANT TO 
BROADEN TOUR 
HORIZONS WORK 
OVERSEAS 


SALARY JNC 
LEVEL 2*. 
£15^69 -£2«499 


Retention Expeasa 
op to £1,500 


CoraDmreace 

payabft 


Overseas in England - Tire Isle of Wight boasts one of the best dimstes 
in the Brrtidi Isles with superb rural and coastal leisure opportunities. 

We Live affordable, good quality housing, fast commumcatkm io die 
mainland and good schools striving to be even better. We may be 
sanrnsded by die sea bui arc definitely not a backwater 4 . 

As the only off-shore LEA. the Island is served by P good value youth 
service (Qfiacd 1998). The Cowes Youth Centre is located 100 metres 
fiwu die River Medina neano tbs town centre. Wfe are seeking to appoint 
a Senior youth and Community Whiter who has vtsfon. leadership and 
proven experience in youth work. Candidates will need both Mamma and 
entlnsiaan and lots ofoummhmem. As a small, discrete and progressive 
Youth Service, this post often valuable centre-bused experience with 
which to develop your carter 

For an informal discussion, please contact Martin Rome, 

Am Yeatta and CotnmeaHy Offkmfoa 01983 $287(1 (morateg*), 

Ar an app&cmten pvh, phase eentiet tkt Edncam Fownad Scctten, 
County Hall, Newport, We of Wight, PQ31 1UD qwting RefYC73. 
doting date for appScatiniE 22 Janoary 1999. 

Interviews mfl be beW 11/12 February. 
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Telesales Advisers 

South-West of France 


*** rto7 *^ . btre^ degree or college 




tootang ro rccruH - 

i:r _ , tlnn business lunhetsay degree or conep 

Ybu have a higher effiSS * telephone sefltne. *ur 

be fluent hi French- 

httmaeofferawr, caw*** s^.e^wtp ro n®^p n *P=®« 1 
a specialised Mining couree. 

Please send vour CV aiong with a covering letter and an ugteclatE 
phoR^^to^arajtokitivk^^ - 

gp 1288, 31047 Toulouse, Franca and consult « 

http ://wwwj 1 >parmersxwTt. Ptease no® trt* PARTNERS 

aS interviews wffl take place in Pans. 


& interviews wumekb p** 

• , — nm I— H o wtf ylF, MS. WJima. gWtlt. UPOCS. BftOt. 

soerce. S2H*t. E£3*«ctn ewtsta, ctsuswr^ws®, owe usw. 

sophs anews, Emo ry , cumw. 




HOTEL RESERVATIONS MANAGER 
Salary £25,000 + Benefits 

EstabEsried travel agancy is currant* seeking a highly motivated 

the Reservations sector and work with a managament team to 

forward irtto 2000 and beyond. Experienced in Triur 

have managerial experience and strong leadership skills to 

busy team. Educated to degree level vwtrt excellent written and oral Japanese and 

tngfisrt • plus, essentially, another European language - you sttoukl also possess good 

commercial awareness and a ihorough understanding of the Japanese travel inrassty. 

Please apply with CV to: Ms HKlshigairti. Euro-Japan HoSdeya Ltd. 

93 Newman Street, London W1P3LE 


INTERVIEWERS 

- b 1 Li Jr K REQUIRED FOR 

SOCIAL RESEARCH 

STUDIES 


Pr^soniasa 
Chirr. So L-fSJS S 


LONDON AND MAJOR TOWNS 
AND CITIES IN THE UK 


SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY PLANNING RESEARCH is. 
1 Bn rein's breast independent social research institute and a 
' ressL-rcd educational charin-. Much of our work is for 
Gc-.nranresi departments and usually indudo interviewing 
selected master* of the public in thrir own homes. Subjects 
■ c.-ver health, bwts-.aj. olusalkm and cmptoymeoL etc. Thu. 
(I research is esed :n provide information to help develop social 
and forure punning. 

‘ YOU S EED to be friendly, flexible, artkuljte and adaptable. 
' Y rz need to te ab:e u* work *-t days in a weefc. mostly 
henveee 2pm-SpnL out also able to work at weekends. A car 
and teiephone arc eecntial. No experience is necessity. 

' WE PROVIDE paid tntinicc isduding urine a laptop 
aempsjr. Paid fcoihla'.v A graded pay stroctnrc- Travel 
arc reacbcrfe-d We have a lot of regular work and 
i are >;..'krro for people v wtnk olten. nriiably and in some 
area.*. o?niieo*js’/> . 

We are al*o reertXiag people who are fluen: in English AND 
car. read stj£ «pcait ettner Hindi. Gajerasi. Punjabi. Urdu or 
Berstii Syieu. 
ill r O’Ji rw pxJSi- cofikid os on: 01277 214438 idunng 
rfii- hrm write » Femtv Dr Grns at- 
SCPR, 100 Kings Road. Brentwood. Essec 0114 4LX 


Account Manager 

Specialised Proton Ingredients 
New Zealand Milk Products (UK) Ltd. 

c. £30k plus car and benfits 


New Zealand Milk Products is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the New Zealand Dairy Board, 
Wellington. New Zealand. 


The role will be responsible for the 
development of new sales and maintenance of 
the existing customer base for speciality 
protein ingredients. This will involve a 
considerable amount of technical support and 
development. 


A detailed knowledge and understanding of 
wbey and casein protein components is 
required. This knowledge will Indude dairy 
ana nutritional applications in food products 
and processes. 


.An understanding of the relevant Ell food 
regulations and a working knowledge of the 
New Zealand dairv industry will be essential. 


The successful candidate is likely to have a 
minimum of 5 years experience in the UK AND 
NZ food industries in addition to the relevant 
technical and tertiary business qualifications. 


If you have these attributes with a proven track 
record please write to: 


The Secretary. New Z ea l a n d Milk Products (UK) 
lid. Bancroft Place, Rdgatc. RH2 7RP. 


Recently established, concept bar-restaurant, 
based in Camden, London NW seeks a 

MANAGER 

Salary c. £15,500 p.a. 

The bar-restaurant has a fast growing | 
reputation for style, service and food. 

The ideal candidate will exude energy and an 
outgoing personality. Although they may not 
have held a management role, supervisory 
experience is a must Also required are the 
ability to keep cool under pressure, vigilance 
in cash/stock handling and, most importantly, 
excellent customer service skills. 


Please write enclosing a CVto: 

Juliet Obrien. I.D. Bar & Restaurants, 
rn Hertriete House. Long Newnton, TeOxtry, Gtos GLB BRW 


Thai Crystal Limited 

is seeking a 

Thai Head/Second Chef 

Minimum 5 years’ experience in 
supervisory and be able lo produce 
authentic Thai Cuisine for consistent 
quality and interest. You should have a 
sound educational background and 
display consistent career development in 
a catering environment. 

Please send a Cl-’ro: 

Mr. V Phasuk, 36 Cmmpton House 

Patmore Street, London SW8 4JQ 

EmailrhaiayaahaiiotnuiiLcom 


REGIONAL COMMUNICATIONS ! 
MANAGERS 

are needed for the Cambridge ond London offices Q f 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Successful candidates, who will be IT literate 
paduatw with at least 3 years experience including 
Public Aflatrs/Medtn. will be handling media release 
and enquiries, editing newsletters and yearbooks 
event and publicity organisation, public liaison, visits 
to architectural practices, membership recruitment 
in fact pretty much everything in these 
busy small offices! 

Salaries negotiable around £17-20.000 
Mail or fox on 0171 636 410S your resume to: 

Tim Pritchard. Ref. SRl, 

RIBA Appointments Bureau, 

66 ftxtfand Place. 

London WIN 4AD 



A»plc in Gnat purer* tt 
wckinr 


seckmc a Sain proltssiam] 
fw their pewng 
London office. 


You will have at least 3 
von, IT experience and 
Viavr tbc abito: m manage 
large accounts in the 
R. riling Inal ranee and 
Fnuncc tccior. 


A University Degree » 
cvlciHijI along wuh . 
cxccDcot references. 


Salary arca £35-t0fc ■ 

CaU Joe Marshall ai 
People in Computers on 
0171 338 5566- 


Attention all 
doctors! 

■ M specialties wanted 

- London teaching hosptafc 

- Private hospgaJ groups 
•RMO 

• foccefleoi rates o! pay aid 
conditions 

ff job are a quaJOKf dnriad 
raft Oh to ArtNr{ar aw . 
■fib a bri&aod mgattanr 
c o mf uo jrwth fee baattig of worn 
at tendon* mad prafifefm 


BBL Matfical m OUT 514 8968 
or to your CV taamfoMy to 
0181 553 1213. 


Head and Second 
Cfaefe, Restaurant and 
Head Waiter Required 

for new and busy Indian 
Cuisine restaurant. . 
Must have proven 
supervisory experience 
and highly developed 
ability in a wide range of 
regional Indian cuisines. 

Salaries £l3-£15k 
plus accommodation. 
Apply to Me Chonhan, 
Pakwaan Restaurant, 
307/369 High Rd, 
DfortLIGl 1NSL 


£1000 per week 
O.T.E. 

Would you like to join a 
team of high earning sales 
people. Most of which had 
never sold before we 
trained them. 

Own car essential. 
Ring now! 7 days 

Phone: 0181 882 8993 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 


If you have a complaint 
about an item in this 
newspaper which 
concerns inaccuracy, 
intrusion, harassment 
or discrimination, write 
to the editor about it. 

| If you're still dissatisfied 
you can write to the 
Press Complaints. 
Commission, 
an independent 
organisation established 
to uphold an editorial 
Cade of Practice 
for the Press. 


THIS NEWSPAPER 
ABIDES BY 

THE PCCs decisions 


P(€ 


I SALISBURY SQUARE 
LONDON EC4Y 8A£ 

{Telephone 0171 353 1248 
: Fa °amfle 0171 353 8355 

This pace has fvun 

•lonuted by rhe publisher 
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UTTLE VOICE US) 

Director Mark Herman 
Starring: Jane Horrocks, Michael Caine 
Haled up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) cannihaiiw: her 
dead dad's record collection, perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations, 
then fa l ls in with Michael Caine’s impresario; a 
low-rent, Bermuda-shirted huckster with one 
rheumy eye on the big time. Brenda Blethyn 
trundles around in a hip-hugging mini-skirt as UTs 
mum, Ewan McGregor pops up as a simple 
pigeon-breeder; and seedy seaside cartoonery runs 
as a garish visual backdrop. Where Mark Herman’s 
last film. Brassed Off, was a whole and solid 
effort, Little Voice proves altogether more bitty 
and piecemeal Rh; while the director does a decent 
spot of carpentry in remoulding Jim Cartwright’s 
stage-play for the screen, the result still trades 
in gestures and caricature and is further hindered 
by tentative pacing. Bracing black comedy, 
HarFocks’svocal pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously 
weighted turn from the rejuvenated Caine 
push it through to the final curtain. WestEncLABC 

Tbttenham Court Road, Barbican Screen, Chelsea 
Cinema, Clapham Picture Bouse, Curzon 
Mayfair, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden 
Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, 
Phoenix Cinema, Renoir, Ritzy Cinema. 
Screen on Baker Street, UC1 Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road 


shot-by-shot Psycho reconstruction is a bizarre 
undertaking. Here, the original's high -contrast 
black-and-white is dumped in favour of Edward 
Hopperish colour. Hefty Vince Vhughn stands in 
for twitchy Anthony Perkins, Anne Heche for 
Janet Leigh, and Julianne Moore for Vera Maes. 
In the meantime. Van Sant simply runs through 
a karaoke cover- version of the Hitchcock classic; 
a pitch-perfect bit of movie mimicry which has 
a definite curiosity value without ever quite 
adding up to much more besides. File this one 
under “White Elephants”. West End: Empire 
Leicester Square, Hamm e rsmith Virgin, Odeon 

Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
ArchyOdeon Swiss Cottage. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Virgin JF laymarket 



71 (15) 

Director Darren Aronofsky 
Starring: Sean Gultette, Mark Margoiis 
Aronofsky’s pungent debut idles in a kind of ante- 
room between maths lesson and art class, as Sean 
Gullette's New York number-cruncher ponders a 
numerical code behind the holy Hebrew texts, and 
designer flourishes overrun the screen. The 
■ rhythm runs on a staccato beat- the tone is seff- 
p consciously lugubrious. What sus tains K is the 
pure-blood ingenuity of its central conceit, its 
ongoing “mathematics is the language of nature” 
mantra, and the louche, too-cool-for-school 
dw iw ano un ltaH adds qpiWtel End: Cunson Soho, 
Gate Netting HU l Ritzy Cinema, Screen on die 
Green, Screen on the Hid 


THE SIEGE (15) 

Director Edward Zwicfc 
Starring: Denzel Washington, Bruce Willis 
A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds up a 
hopelessly fmgers-and-thuinhs affair The nominal 
hook (Muslim terrorist bombing in New Ybrk) gets 
draped with all manner or garbled goings-on as 
Denzel Washington’s FBI man rubs shoulders with 
Bruce Willis's gung-ho army renegade Zwick 
desperately attempts to touch ail the bases, but 
even the speedy, kinetic editing can't gloss over 
his film's messy marriage of perfunctory liberalism 

and noisy chest-beating. West End; Elephant & 
Castle Coronet, Odeon Camden Ibum, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon 
Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea 


"S'Mcnaa i 
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PSYCHO (15) 

Director Gus Van Sant 
Starring: Vince Vaughn. Anne Heche 
Homage or sacrilege? Photocopy or experiment? 
Whichever camp you fall into, Gus Vant Sant’s 


TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

Director Howard Hawks 
Starring: Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall 
That immortal “You know how to whistle, don't 
you?” line aside, 7b Have and Have Not has 
come to be more highly regarded for its behind- 
the-scenes history than its narrative content 
Conceived as a Casablanca cash-in, and 
irreverently adapted from what Hawks reckoned 
to be Hemingway's worst novel this wartime 
drama is credited with getting Bogart (then 
an unhappily married megastar) together with 
19-year-old BacalL The taut, proficient plot has 
Bogart’s Martinique-based skipper sandwiched 
between the Vichy government and the Free 
French resistance. Hawks directs with a pointed, 
easy grace. West End: Curzon Soho 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


$ 

- r- r 'THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

‘ See The Independent Recommends, above. West 

, ErvtOdemCamdenTbwn, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, 
Virgin FWicmRocui,VirginHayrnarket, Warner 
. . .- Village West End 


head in Gray’s thrilling drama. Rfest End: Wfcrmcr 
Village West End 


ANTZ (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast stars Woody Allen as worker-ant “Z”. West 
End: UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 


OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End: Plaza, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Trocadero 


THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Samirah MakhrnalhaFs precocious debut stages 
a true-life re-creation of the fortunes of Iran’s 
Naderi sisters. Fart docu-drama, part rites-of- 
passage fable, this is a luminous and extraordinary 
missive from a burgeoning Iranian film scene 
Wfest End: Metro, Renoir 


THE PAP ENT TRAP (PG) 

TheParent 7hap catches Disney reheating its 1961 
Eeyiey Mills beartwanner into a spry tale starring 
Lindsay Lohan as the s epara ted-at-birth twin 
sisters (one British, one American) determined 
to reunite their parents (Natasha Richardson, 
Dennis Quaid). West End Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea 


BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

, 73ie follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unfikefy saviour rf a bunch afwaiis. Comedy Is 

trppttOTa rrimirriiim in favour of a bl eak anima trmiic 

fairytale. Wfest End: Plaza, UCI Whiteleys 


A PERFECT MURDER (15) 

This remake of Hitchcock's classic Dial M for 
Murder is actually not at all bad. Michael Dou- 
glas stars as the cuckolded city shark who black- 
mails an artist into killing his heiress wife, 
Gwyneth Paltrow. This is gold-plated trash: the 
sort of thing Hollywood does better than anyone 
else West End: Warner Village West End 


DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 

Less a dance, more of a trudge. Fat O’Connor’s 
Ireland-set saga pinpoints the ebb and flow of 
an eccentric Catholic family in deepest Donegal 
What gives it backbone is Meryl Streep’s regal 
performance as the brood's eldest sister plus 
the ever watchable Michael Gambon as the 
homecoming brother Kathy Burke, Catherine 
McCormack and Brid Brennan also feature. 
West End: Barbican Screen 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning his cartoon fife nf Moses, DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean”. The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor DreamcoaL West End: ABC Baker 
Street, Empire Leicester Square, Hammersmith 
Virgin, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Rilzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin F\dhamftoad,l^rptnTrocaden) 


THE DREAM UFE OF ANGELS 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End : ABC Swiss Centre 


ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur's foUow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But opportunities for 
fan are largely neglected in a story of independence 
trium phin g over cruelty. West End: ABC Panton 
Street, Curzon Minema, Odeon Mezzanine 


RONIN (15) 

Rather than adding value. John Franhenheimer’s 
40 years as a feature director lend an air of knack- 
ered resignation to his latest movie, which stars 
Robert De Niro. West End: Odeon Mezzanine 


RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker’s star in this hit- 
and-miss affair. West End- Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Ritzy Cinema, UCIWhiteleys, 
Virgin, Trocadero, Warner Village Vfest End 


ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Win Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned-off Pentagon warharse 
nnri gets embroiled in all maimer of Big Brother- 
type trouble. This is a big, noisy and effectively 
claustrophobic conspiracy thriDer; with a top- 
drawer cast including Jon Voight and Gabriel 
Byrne. Wfest End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Clapham Picture House. Elephant & Castle 
Coronet, Hammersmith Virgin, Nottmg HU1 
Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kens- 


SITCOM (18) 

In this scattergun satire of middle-class mores, 
Francois Ozon takes pleasure in dis m a n tli n g a 
standard nuclear family The result is savage and 
funny one moment indulgent the next West End: 
CkcphSm Picture House, Curzon Soho 



OdeonWtet End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

T his gaudy swashbuckler gallops through 19th- 
century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas’s authentically Hispanic do-goodec 
West End Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Kens- 
ington, OdeonM!ezzanme,OdeonSwiss Cottage, 

Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham 

Road\foyinTrocadero,WaTri& 


STAR TREK: INSURRECTION (PG) 

A belated Christmas gift far TheMries the land oven 
Insurrection hits the cinemas stuffed with 
in-the-bnow gags and wrapped up in more comball 
romance than we're used to. West End- ABC 
Baker Street, ABC Tbttenham Court Road, Ele- 
pham&CasltoCoronet,ErnpimLeice^er Square. 
Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage Ritqj Cinema UCIWhiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, VtrgmTmcadero 


THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Ben Stiller Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star in 
this latest comedy from the patfaologicalfy tasteless 


* i£t MULAN (U) 

[-OdeonM^nine, WaxnerWageWhstErid 


writerdirector team of P^er and Bobby FarreDy 
The fOm is basically a soltcentred romance of the 
kind that drifts out of Hofly wood on a regular basis. 
West End ABC Piccadilly. Odeon Mezzanine 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

SeeThehidependerdRecommends.above.west 

End: ABC Panton Street, Clapham Picture 
House, Virgin Haymarket 


THE NEGOTIATOR 05) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 


WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams perfects a lopsided simper as the 
dead chappie who lights out to a cod-Impresawiist 
heaven, before jetting southward to rescue his 
suicide-bride. Wfegt End- ABC Baker Street, ABC 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Odeon, Haymarket, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, Warner VULage 
West End 


[ 





LISTINGS/15 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 


THE FIVE BE ST FILMS 

The Acid House ( 1 8 ) 

A irio of interrelated shorts 
culled from Lbe stories of 
Irvine Webb. Debut director 
Paul McGuigan turns this 
into a bit of a triumph, 
adapting his style well to the 
shifting landscape of Wblsh’s 
tales. A cracker, all told. 

The Dream Life of Angels (18) 

Erick Zonca's remarkable dfibul draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Isa 
(Elodie Bouchez) and Marie (Nalacfaa Regnier), 
whose friendship comes alive amid the drab 
environs of Lille. 

Mulan (U) 

In Disney's animated tale, a girl disguises herself 
as a soldier to spare her ailing father from certain 
death in combat. This movie has it ail, and is one 
of the most visually innovative films that Disney 
has ever made. 

Out of Sight (15) 

Steven Soderbergh's lale of love on opposite sides 
of the law knocks spots off previous Elmore 
Leonard adaptations, and boasts in Jennifer Lopez 
and George Clooney the swooniest cinematic 
pairing of the year. 

My Name is Joe (1 5) 

All that one would expect from a Ken 
Loach film - humour, indignation, 
emotional sympathy - driven by Peter 
Mu I Ian’s scarify intense performance as a 
recovering alcoholic (above). 

Anthony Quinn and Xan brooks 


THE FIVE BEST PLAYS 

Copenhagen (Cottesloe) 

Michael Frayn's profound and haunting 
meditation on science, morality and the 
mysteries of human motivation. 7b 27 Jan 

The Tempest (Barbican Theatre) 

David Calder is a magnificently querulous and 
authoritative Prospcro in Adrian Noble's imagi- 
native RSC staging. In rep to 4 Mar 

Kafka’s Dick (Piccadilly Theatre) 

Spiriting Kafka to suburban England, Lhis 
uproarious romp by Alan Bennett survives 
some peculiar casting in this revival by PeLer Hall. 
To 26 Feb 

Just Not Fair 

(Birmingham Rep) 

Moving account by 
Jim Robinson of 18 
years' wrongful 
imprisonment of the 
Bridgewater Four. Will 
be performed in rep 
with (he equivalent 
prison testament 
De Pmjundis. by 
Oscar WQde (right). 

To 30 Jan 

A Month in 
the Country 

(Swan Theatre. Stratford) 

A conjunction of two great artists and cultures. 
Ireland's finest living dramatist. Brian Friel. 
adapts Turgenev's proto-Chekhovian comedy. 

To 20 Feb 

Paul Taylor 


The Five best shows 

Charlotte Salomon 

(Royal Academy) 

“Life? Or Theatre?", 

Salomon's life in pictures. 

Her 405 raw gouaches lell 
the story of the German 
Jewish girl’s haste before 
Auschwitz - an 
expressionistic operetta in 
three colours. To 17 Jan 

Neurotic Realism 

(Saatchi Gallery) 

First instalment of Charles Saatchi's new, made- 
up art movement, which, by a happy coincidence, 
consists entirely of works in his own collection. 

To 28 Mur 

Chris Ofili 

(Whitworth Gallery, Manchester) 

This 1998 Turner Prize-winner (above) is an 
upbeat original, his surfaces dense and decora- 
tive, with swirls of dots, Altos and black icons, 
and incorporating elephant dung. To 24 Jan 

Edward Burne-Jones 

(Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery) 

This centenary exhibition gathers together many 
favourites illustrating Burne-Jones's romantic 
and medievalist nether world. To 17 Jan 

Grinling Gibbons 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 

The best chisel-work of the great 17th-ccntuty 
English wood carver, who made intricacy and the 
abundance of nature his trademark. 

To 24 Jan 

Tom Lubbock 





Cinema 

West end 

ABC BAKER STREET 

(0870-902 0418) -e- Baker Street 
The Prince of Egypt 1.40pm. 
4pm Star TVek: Insurrection 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 
6.05pm, 8.35pm 

ABC RPINTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) 

O Piccadilly Circus Elizabeth 
2.10pm, 5.10pm, 8.10pm 

The Last Days of Disco 1.10pm, 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.25pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
1.10pm, 3,35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
My Name is Joe 1.10pm, 
3.35pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC PICCADILIY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm)) 
■& Piccadilly Circus Ha mam: 
The Thridsh Bath 1 ,25pm, 
3.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm 

There’s Something About 
Mary 1 .05pm, 3.30pm. 

6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

I (0870-902 0402) 

Leicester Square/Toitenham 
Court Road Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 

6.40pm. 8.55pm What Dreams 
May Come 1. 05pm. 3.40pm, 
6.05pm, 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) 

© L ei c es ter Square/Piccadilly 
Circus Buffalo 66 1.15pm. 

3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 

The Eel 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 

6.15pm, 8.40pm The Governess 
1.45pm. 4.05pm, 6.25pm. 

8.45pm La Vie Reuee 

des Anges 1.25pm, 3.45pm, 
6.05pm, 8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) ■©■ Tottenham 
Court Road Enemy or 
The State 1.05pm, 3.45pm. 

6.25pm, 9.10pm Uttie Voice 
1.25pm, 3.55pm, 7pm. 9.25pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.20pm. 
4pm, 6.50pm, 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0177-638 8891) 

O Moorgate/Barbican Dancing at 
Lughnasa 6.15pm, 8.40pm Little 
Voice 6. 1 5pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA GMEMA 

(0171-351 3742) 

0 Sloane Square Little Voice 
2.20pm. 430pm, 6.40pm, 9pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) 

■9 Clapham Common Enemy of 
the State 3.45pm, 6.20pm. 9pm 
Little Voice 2.30pm, 4.45pm. 
7pm. 9.15pm My Name Is Joe 
1.30pm. 7.15pm Sitcom 1pm, 
3pm, 5pm. 9.30pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) 9 Green Fbrk 
Little Voice 2pm, 4.15pm, 
6.30pm,8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) 9 Hyde Park 
COmer/Kiiightsbridge Elizabeth 
2pm On Connate la 
Chanson 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm)) 
9 Leicester Square/Tbtxenham 
Court Road x (Pi) 1pm. 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm, 9pm Sitcom 
1.30pm, 330pm, 5.30pm, 

7.30pm. 9.30pm lb Have and 
Have Not 230pm, 4.45pm, 

7.10pm, 9.20pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) 9 Elephant & 
Castle Enemy of the 
State 3pm, 5.45pm, 830pm 
The Siege 3.35pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 
Star Rek: Insurrection 4pm, 
6.20pm, 8.40pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) 

9 Leicester Square The Prince of 
Egypt 1pm, 3.30pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm Psycho 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 8.45pm Star 1tek: 
Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm, 
6.30pm, 9pm 

GATE NOTTDNG HILL 

(0171-727 4043) 9 Norting Hill 
Gate k (PI) 3.15pm. 5.15pm, 
7.15pm, 9.15pm (+ Short: 

Drip Drop) 


HAMMERSMtTH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) 

GRavenscourt Park/Hammersmith 
Enemy of the State 3pm. 
6.10pm, 9.10pm Little Voice 

I. 20pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 
Psycho 3pm, 5.50pm, 8.15pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) 

9 Charing Cross Angel Dust 
6.30pm, 8.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) ^ Piccadilly 
Circus/Lekester Sq. The Apple 

(Sib) 3pm, 5pm, 7pm. 9pm 
The Boys 4.15pm. 8.45pm 

Fire 2pm, 6.30pm 

(HOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) 9 Notting Hill 
Gate Enemy of the State 
3pm, 5.50pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) 9 Camden Town 
Enemy of the State 2.55pm 
Uttie Voice 12.05pm. 2.20pm, 
4.35pm, 6.50pm. 9.05pm Psycho 
12noon, 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 

6.45pm, 9pm The Siege 
12.30pm, 3.10pm. 6.35pm. 

8.55pm Star Trek: Insurrection 

II. 55am, 2.10pm, 4.25pm. 

6.40pm. 8.55pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) 9 Piccadilly 

Grcus What Dreams May 
Come 1.10pm, _ 3.35pm, 

6.05pm. 8.40pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) e High Street 
Kensington Enemy of the 
State 12 noon. 3pm, 6.05pm. 
9.10pm Uttie Voice 1.45pm, 
4.20pm, 6.55pm. 9.30pm 

The Mask of Zotto 2.55pm, 
6.05pm, 9.15pm Psycho 1.35pm, 
4.15pm, 7pm. 9.40pm The Siege 
12.40pm, 3.35pm, 6.30pm, 

9.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
T ,20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) 9 Leicester 

Square The Siege 12.55pm, 
3.35pm. 5.55pm. 3.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) 43 Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12 noon, 
3.10pm. 6.05pm, 9pm Uttie 
Voice 11.45am. 2.05pm. 4.25pm, 
6.50pm, 9.15pm Psycho 1.25pm, 
3.55pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm The 
Siege 12.35pm, 3.25pm, 

6.20pm, 9.05pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1.25pm, 3.55pm. 
6.35pm, 9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.30pm, 

3pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking 

Barrels 1.25pm, 3.55pm, 

6.10pm. 8.35pm The Mask 

of Zotto 2.30pm. 5.15pm, 

8.10pm Rontri 2.45pm. 5.50pm. 
8.20p There’s Something 
About Mary 12.40pm, 3.10pm. 
5.40pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705-050007) 

9 Swiss Cottage Enemy of 
the State 12.10pm, 2.50pm, 
5.35pm. 8.20pm Uttie Voice 
UOpm, 3.45pm, 6.15pm, 

8.45pm The Mask of Zorro 
5.15pm. 8.1 5pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.310pm. 3pm Psycho 
12.50pm, 3.15pm, 6pm, 8.35pm 
The Siege 12.30pm, 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.25pm Star TVek: 
Insurrection 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) 9 Leicester 

Square Enemy of the State 

12.05pm, 2.45pm, 5.30pm. 

8.25pm Uttfe Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm, 6.30pm, 8.55pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) 9 Piccadilly 
□reus Everest 12.35pm, 
2.40pm. 4.45pm, 7pm, 9.05pm 
T-Rex: Back To the 

Cretaceous (3-D) 11.30am. 

1 .35pm, 3-40pm, 5.45pm, 

8pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) 0 East Finchley 
Uttie voice 2pm, 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) 

■a Piccadilly Grcus The Add 
House 12.30pm, 3.20pm Babe: 
Pig in the Gty 1 2.45pm 
Out of Sight 12.10pm, 2.55pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 



Saving Private Ryan 3pm, 
7.30pm The Truman Show 3pm. 
6.15pm, 8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) 

9 Russell Square The Apple (Sib) 
1pm. 2.55pm. 4.50pm. 6.45pm, 
8.45pm Uttie Voice 2.15pm, 
4.25pm, 6.35pm. 9pm 

RITZY CMBMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/9 Brixton 
The Add House 4.15pm. 
6.45pm, 9.15pm Enemy of 

the State 12.55pm, 3.30pm, 
6.50pm, 9.25pm Fire 2.15pm 
Little Voice 12.55pm. 3pm, 
5.15pm, 7.25pm, 9.30pm 

n (Pi) 1pm, 3.T0pm. 5.20pm, 
7.20pm, 9.35pm (+ Short: 

Che Albatross) Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.30pm. 4.45pm, 
7pm. 9.20pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) 9 Baker Street 
Left Luggage 2.25pm, 4.30pm, 
6.40pm, 8.55pm Uttie Voice 
2.50pm. 4.55pm, 7pm, 9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) 

9 AngeVHIghbury fir Islington 
it (PI) 3.05pm. 5.05pm, 

7.05 pm, 9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE KILL 

(0171-435 3366) 

9 Belsize Park k (Pi) 3.10pm. 
5.10pm, 7.10pm, 9.10pm 

Ua WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) 

■& Bayswater/Queensway 
Enemy of the State 3.20pm. 
6.10pm. 9pm Utde Voice 
4pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm The 

Mask of Zorro 3pm. 5.50pm, 
8.40pm Out of Sight 9.20pm 
The Parent Trap 4.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.40pm. 
4.50pm, 7pm Psycho 4.40pm. 
7.10pm. 9.45pm Rush Hour 
7.20pm. 9.40pm The Siege 

4.20pm, 6.50pm, 9.30pm 

Star Trek Insurrection 4.10pm, 
6.40pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) e Sloane 

Squar«'5outh Kensington Enemy 
of the State 2.15pm, 5.15pm. 
8.45pm Out of Sight 
2.45pm. 6pm, 8.30pm The 
Siege 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 

6.15pm. 9pm What Dreams 
May Come 12.30pm. 3pm, 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) 

O South Kensington The Acid 
House 9pm Enemy of the 
State 12.30pm. 3.10pm, 

6pm, 9.10pm Little Voice 
12.40pm. 2.45pm, 5.10pm. 

7.20pm, 9.30pm The Mask 

of Zorro 12.20pm. 3.10pm. 

6.10pm, 9.10pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.10pm, 2.15pm. 
4.25pm, 6.40pm Psycho 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) 

«■ Piccadilly Grcus The Add 
House 2.40pm. 5.25pm, 8.10pm 
My Name is Joe 12.55pm. 
3.40pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm Psycho 
1pm, 3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) Piccadilly 
Grcus Ana 12.10pm. 2.10pm. 
4.05pm. 6.10pm, 8.30pm 

The Mask of Zorro 12 noon. 
2.50pm. 5.40pm, 8.30pm 

Out of Sight 12noon, 2.50pm, 
5.40pm, 8.30pm The Prince 

of Egypt 12.50pm. 3.20pm. 
5.50pm. 8.10pm Rush Hour 
12.10pm, 2.25pm, 4.40pm. 

7pm. 9.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1 pm, 3.40pm, 

6.40pm, 9.15pm The Ruman 
Show 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.20pm 
What Dreams May Come 8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 43431 ■& Leicester 
Square The Add House 1 ,30pm, 
4pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm 

Blade 1pm. 4.05pm, 7pm, 
9.35pm The Exorcist (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) 9pm 
Lethal Weapon 4 12.30pm, 

3.10pm. 6pm Lock, Stock 
& Two Smoking Barrels 1.15pm, 
3.50pm, 6.10pm, 8.30pm 

The Mask of Zorro 12.10pm, 
3pm, 6pm, 9pm The Negotiator 
1 1 ,40am. 2.40pm, 5 40pm, 

8.40pm A Perfect Murder 
1.1 0pm, 3.40pm, 6.30pm, 

9.10pm Rush Hour 1.40pm, 
4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.20pm What 
Dreams May Come 12.50pm. 
3.30pm, 6.20pm, 8.5Gpm. 


Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 


ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) a Park Royal 
Enemy of the State 3.05pm. 6pm. 
8.55pm, 9.50pm little Voice 
1.30pm. 4pm, 6.20pm. 8.40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.30pm, 
3.20pm, 6.10pm, 9.10pm 
The Parent hap 1 .10pm, 3.55pm 
The Prince of Egypc 12.35pm. 
2.50pm, 5.15pm. 7.30pm Psycho 
4.40pm 7.10pm. 9.40pm 
Rush Hour 12.50pm, 3.10pm, 
5.35pm, 7.50pm, 10.10pm 
The Siege 2pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 
10pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .40pm, 4.15pm, 6.50pm, 9.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 
6.40pm, 9.20pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
High Barnet Enemy of the State 
12.1 5pm. 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm 
Little Voice 1.15pm, 3.30pm, 
6.30pm, 8.45pm Psycho 12.30pm, 
2.45pm, 5.30pm, 8pm The Siege 
1pm, 3.45pm, 6pm, 8.15pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12.45pm, 
3.15pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-9020412) 

BR: Beckenham Junction Enemy of 
the State 1 ,40pm, 5.40pm, 8.40pm 
Psycho 1.25pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 
8.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 ,30pm, 4pm. 6.20pm, 8.45pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bexley heath Enemy of the 
State 12.20pm, 3pm, 5.50pm. 
6.55pm. 8.30pm. 9.30pm 
Uttie Voice 12.10pm. 2.30pm, 
4.50pm, 7.05pm, 9.20pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1 pm. 3.50pm, 
6.40pm, 9.25pm The Parent Trap 
1.30pm. 4.10pm The Prince 
of Egypt 1.10pm, 3.20pm, 5.25pm 
Psycho 1.20pm, 3.40pm. 5pm, 
7.20pm, 9.40pm Rush Hour 
7.40pm. 1 0pm The Siege 1.15pm. 
4pm, 6.25pm, 9.15pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 12noon, 1.30pm, 
2.1 5pm, 3.55pm, 4.45pm, 6.30pm, 
7.15pm, 8.55pm, 9.45pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 

BR: Bromley North/Bromley South 
Enemy of the State 2.55pm. 
5.40pm. 8.30pm Little Voice 
2.30pm, 4.40pm, 6.45pm, 9pm 
The Siege 2.40pm, 5.55pm, B.40pm 
Scar Irek: Insurrection 1pm, 
3.45pm, 6.30pm, 8.55pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catford. 
The Siege 3pm. 5.45pm, 8.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.10pm. 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.40pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East Gallipoli 
1. 45pm Little Voice 4.15pm, 
6.15pm. 8.30pm (+ Whoosh) 

SAFARI (01 B 1 -688 3422) 
BR: West Croydon Enemy of 
the State 5.30pm, B.1 5pm Psycho 
5.45pm, 8. 20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 6pm. 8.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Enemy 
of the State 3.30pm. 6.30pm, 
9.30pm Uttie Voice 2.10pm, 
4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9.10pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3.20pm, 
6.20pm. 9.20pm The Prince 
of Egypt 2.20pm. 4.50pm 
Psycho 3.40pm. 6.10pm, 8.50pm 
Rush Hour 7.20pm. 9.50pm 
The Siege 3.25pm. 6pm, 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12.40pm, 
3.10pm, 5.50pm, 8.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 
7.05pm, 9.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) 6 Dagenham Heathway 
Enemy of the State 3.30pm, 
6.20pm, 8.30pm. 9.20pm 
Little Voice 2pm. 4.30pm, 7pm, 
9.30pm The Mask of Zorro 3pm, 
5.50pm. 8.50pm The Parent Trap 
3! 1 5pm The Prince of Egypt 
3.40pm, 6pm Psycho 1.40pm, 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 9.10pm 
Rush Hour 2.30pm, 5pm, 7.20pm, 
9.40pm Hie Siege 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm. 9pm 5tar Trek: 
Insurrection 2.40pm, 5.15pm, 
7.30pm, 9,50pm What Dreams 
May Come 6.10pm, 8.40pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) BIV© Ealing Broadway 
Enemy of tile 5tate 12.30pm. 
3.20pm. 6pm, 8.40pm The Siege 
2.30pm. 6.15pm, 9.05pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm, 
3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm 


EDGINARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
O Edgware Enemy of the State 
5.20pm. 8.15pm Jhoole Bole 
Kauwa Kaate phone for times 
Kuch Kuch Hota Hai phone for times 
Mehndi phone for times 
Naseeb phone for times 
The Parent Trap 2.40pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.45pm. 
5.40pm Wajood phone for times 
Zakhm phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UO 12 (0990-888990) 
O Tottenham Hale Antz 4.40pm. 
7.30pm Blade 9.50pm Enemy of 
the State 2.20pm, 3pm, 5.10pm, 
5.50pm, 8.45pm, 9.20pm 
Uttie Voice 3.40pm. 6.05pm, 
8.35pm The Mask of Zorro 2.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.15pm The Negotiator 
8pm The Parent Trap 2.40pm, 
5.35pm The Prince 
of Egypt 2.30pm, 5.25pm 
Psycho 2.15pm, 4.45pm, 
7.15pm, 9.45pm Rush Hour 
4.55pm, 7.20pm, 10.05pm 
The Siege 3.50pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm 
Star TWc Insurrection 3.55pm, 
4.25pm, 6,20pm. 7pm. 8.55pm. 
9.35pm What Dreams 
May Come 8.25pm 

PEITHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES 
(0181-867 0555) BR: Feltham 
Antz 1pm, 3pm. 5pm 
Doli Sajake Rakhna 6.05pm 
Enemy of the State 1.15pm, 
3.45pm, 6.15pm, 7pm, 9.10pm. 
9.50pm Jhoole Bole Kauwa 
Kaate 3.1 5pm. 9.50pm Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai 2.40pm. 6.1 0pm. 9.40pm 
Kudrat 2.40pm, 9.30pm 
Uttie Voice 12noon. 2.20pm, 
4.40pm, 7.10pm, 9.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1 2 ,05pm, 3pm. 
6pm, 9pm Naseeb 11.25am, 
6.20pm The Parent Trap 1 1 ,20am, 
1.50pm. 4.30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 11.30am. 1.30pm, 
3.45pm, 6pm Psycho 12.10pm, 
2.30pm. 5pm, 7.30pm, 
10pm Rush Hour 8pm, 10.15pm 
The Siege 1.20pm, 4.05pm, 
6.50pm, 9.35pm Star TTek: 
Insurrection 12noon, 1.30pm, 
2.1 5pm, 3.55pm, 4.45pm. 630pm. 
7.10pm, 8.50pm. 9.35pm 
Wajood 11.35am. 6.25pm 
What Dreams May 
Come 6.55pm. 9.30pm 

Zakhm 2.55pm, 9.45pm 


NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (01B1-446 
9344) O East Finchley /Finchley 
Central Enemy of 
the State 12.10pm. 3pm, 6pm. 
9pm Little Voice 1 .25pm. 3.50pm, 
6.30pm, 8.50pm The Mask 
of Zorro 12.20pm, 3.15pm, 
6.20pm. 9.20pm The Parent 
Trap 1.20pm, 4.15pm 

The Prince of Egypt 1.10pm. 
4pm Psycho T.55pm. 4.25pm. 
7.10pm. 9.50pm Rush Hour 
7pm, 9.10pm The Siege 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.40pm, 9.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.35pm, 
4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) O Finchley Road Enemy of 
the State 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.45pm, 
9.40pm Uttie Voice 2.15pm, 
4.30pm. 7pm. 9.15pm The Mask 
of Zorro 1.30pm, 4.10pm 
7.10pm, 10pm Psycho 1.50pm! 
4.40pm, 7.20pm. 9.50pm 
Rush Hour 2.50pm, 5.10p m 
7.40pm. 10.20pm The Siege 
1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.20pm, 9dm 
Star Trek: Insurrection- 1.30pm 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 2pm. 
4.50pm, 7.30pm, 10.10pm ^ 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 172A\ 

«• Golders Green Star Trek- 
Insurrection 1.45pm, 4.05nm 
6.25pm. 8.45pm U3pm ’ 


uctie voice 5.05pm. 1 
9.15pm Star Trek: Instr 
4.50pm, 7.05pm, 9.20pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 0413) 
e Belsize Park E ne 
the State 2.10pm s 

2.30pm. 5.40pm. 8.2 5pm 


HARROW 



Weaidstone DoS Sml 
B.4Spm Kudrat a as™ 



I 
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WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009} G Harrow on Che Hill 
Enemy of the State 12.1 0pm, 
3pm, 6pm, 9pm, 9.30pm 
Little Voice 12.35pm, 2.50pm. 
5.05pm, 7.20pm, 9.40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 11.25am, 
2.25pm, 5.25pm. 8.30pm 
The Pitae of Egypt 11.45am, 2pm, 
4.45pm, 7.05pm Psycho 
1.40pm, 4.10pm, 6.40pm. 
9.10pm Rush Hour 12.30pm, 
2.50pm, 5.10pm, 7.30pm, 950pm 
The Siege 1.30pm, 4.05pm. 
6.45pm, 9.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.15pm, 1.40pm. 
3.40pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 


Star Trek: insurrection 150pm. 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm 

SURREY QUAVS 
UC1 (0990 888990) 

G Surrey Quays Enemy of 
the State 4pm, 6.50pm, 
8.45pm, 9.50pm Little Voice 
3.20pm, 6.10pm. 8.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3.05pm. 
6pm. 9pm The Parent Trap 
3.30pm, 7.15pm The Prince 
of Egypt 4.10pm, 6.40pm 
Psycho 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 
Rush Hour 10pm The Siege 
3.40pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 3.50pm. 


What Dreams May Come «4.20pm, 6.20pm. 7.05pm. 


6.20pm. 8.50pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
O' Holloway Road/Archway 
Enemy of the State 1 2.20pm. 
2.20pm. 3.05pm. 5.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8pm, 8.35pm 
Little Voice 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm, 8.50pm The Mask oF 
Zorro 1.55pm, 5pm. 7.55pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1.05pm. 
2.55pm, 4.45pm, 6.35pm 
Psycho 1.05pm, 3.25pm. 6pm. 
9pm Rush Hour 8.35pm 
The 51ege 12.25pm, 3.10pm. 
6pm, 8.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm, 8.50pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) 
G Gants HU) Enemy of 
the State 12noon. 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm Little Voice 
1.50pm. 4pm, 6.20pm, 
8.45pm Psycho 12.40pm, 
3.20pm. 5.55pm. 8.35pm 
The Siege 12.10pm. 2.50pm, 
5.40pm, 8.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.20pm. 3.50pm, 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

KILBURN 
TRICYCLE CINEMA 
(0171-328 1000) G Kilbum 

The Age of Innocence 3pm 
Little Voice 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
(+ Shorn Kings of Siam with 
8.45pm performance only) 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409} 
BR: Kingston Enemy oF the 
State 2.25pm, 5.15pm, 8.05pm 
Psycho 2.25pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.25pm. 
6pm, 8.30pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
G Highgate Enemy of the 
State 12.50pm. 3.20pm, 5.55pm. 
8.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.1 0pm The Siege 1pm. 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.05pm, 4.15pm, 
6.35pm, 8.50pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006} 
BR: Peckham Rye Enemy of 
the State 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
9pm Little Voice 5.05pm. 
7.10pm, 9.15pm Psycho 4.45pm. 
7.05pm. 9.25pm Rush Hour 
5.20pm, 7.20pm. 9.35pm 
The 5fege 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4.50pm. 
7.15pm, 9.30pm 

PUR LEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR: Purley 
Enemy of the State 4.55pm. 8pm 
The Siege 5.10pm 8.10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 6.10pm. 
8.35pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-9020401) BR: Putney/ 

G Putney Bridge Enemy of the 
State 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8-T5pm 
Little Voice 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.30pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection I.T5pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR/G Richmond Enemy of the 
State 3pm. 6pm. 9pm Little Woke 
2pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 
The Siege 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/G Richmond The Mask 
of Zorro 2.10pm, 5.40pm, 
8.40pm Out Of Sight 6.30pm, 
9.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
2.10pm, 4.20pm Psycho 2.50pm, 
6.30pm, 9.20pm Scar Trek: 
Insurrection T.30pm. 4pm. 
6.50pm, 9.30pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford 
Enemy of the State 2.25pm. 
5.20pm, 8.10pm Psycho 2.30pm. 
5.55pm, 8.25pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.15pm, 
6.10pm, 8.35pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) BR: Romford Enemy of 
the State 12.10pm, 2.50pm, 
5.30pm, 8.15pm Little Voice 
12.05pm. 2.10pm, 4.15pm, 
6.25pm, 8.35pm The Mask 
of Zorro 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 
The Parent trap 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 
5.50pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.10pm, 2.20pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm 
Psycho 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.15pm, 
8.40pm Rush Hour 8.50pm 
The Siege 12.45pm. 3.20pm, 
6.10pm, 8.40pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1pm, 3.30pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 8.20pm 

S1DCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Psycho 5.45pm, 8.30pm StarThek: 
Insurrection 6pm. 8.40pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 0717) 
BR: Crlcklewood Enemy or 
the State 3pm. 5.50pm. 8.45pm 
Little Vbice 2.10pm. 4.25pm, 
6.50pm, 9.15pm The Prince 
of Egypt 2.25pm. 4.40pm Psycho 
1.30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm 
Rush Hour 7pm. 9.20pm 
The Siege 1.15pm, 3.50pm. 
6.35pm, 9.15pm Sthr Trek: 
Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm. ' 

6.15pm, 8.45pm 

STR A TFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) 
BR/G Stratford East Enemy of ; 
the State 5.15pm. 8.15pm 
Little Vbice 1.35pm, 3.45pm. 
6.15pm, 8.30pm The Mask I 
or Zorro 2.30pm The Prince 1 
of Egypt 2pm Psycho 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm i 
Star Ihek: Insurrection 4.30pm. < 

6,50pm. 9.05pm 

STREATHAM , 

ABC (0870-902 0415) 

BR: Streatham Hill Antz 6.40pm , 

The Prince Of Egypt 2.10pm, f 
4.25pm Psycho 2.20pm. 5.55pm. , 

8.25pm Star Trek: insurrection ' 
2.30pm. 6.05pm. 8.40pm ] 
What Dreams May Come 8.35pm j 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR: Streatham HIM/ I 

G Brlxton/Clapham Common I 
Enemy of the State 12.1 0pm. ] 
2.55pm. 5.40pm. 8.25pm 4 

Little voice 1.20pm. 3.40pm, ■ 

6pm, 3.20pm The Prince 
of Egypt 12.15pm. 2.20pm, I 
4.30pm Rush Hour 6.35pm, < 

8.35pm The Siege 1pm, 3.30pm, 1 
6pm. 8.40pm 5 


9.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 9 -2 0pm 

) SUTTON 

1 UC! 6 (0990-888990) 

. BR: Sutton/G Morten Enemy of 
the State 3. 1 5pm. 6.05pm. 9. 1 5pm 
1 Little Voice 2.15pm, 4.25pm, 

. 6.40pm, 8.50pm The Mask 

f of Zorro 3.30pm. 6.20pm, 

1 9.10pm The Parent Trap 2.30pm 

• The Prince of Egypt 2pm 
1 Psycho 5pm, 7.20pm. 9.45pm 

• The Siege 4.10pm. 6.55pm, 

> 9.30pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 

• 3.55pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) 
G Turnpike Lane Enemy of 
the State 3pm, 5.45pm, 8.20pm 
\ Psycho 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
1 Star Trek: Insurrection 4pm, 

- 6.20pnv. 8.40pm 

", UXBRIDGE 

, ODEON (08705-050007) 
r G Uxbridge The Siege 1 ,40pm. 
5.45pm. 8.25pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.3Spm. 4pm, 
6.20pm, 8.40pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) 

G Walthamstow Central Enemy of 
the State 1 .40pm, 4.50pm. 8.1 0pm 
1 The Siege 2pm. 5pm, 8pm 
1 Star Trek: insurrection 1.20pm, 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.20pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Little Voice 3.25pm, 6.40pm, 
8.50pm Star Tbefc Insurrection 
3.50pm. 6.15pm. 8.50pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351} 
BR: Eitham Psycho 3.40pm, 
6.10pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4pm, 6.20pm, 8.40pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR/G Wimbiedon/G South Wim- 
bledon Antz 12.15pm Enemy of 
Che State 2.30pm, 5.25pm, 
8.20pm Little Voice 2pm. 4.1 5pm, 
6.30pm. 8.45pm The Mask 
oF Zorro 12noon The Parent 
Trap 12noon The Prince 
of Egypt 1 2.25pm Psycho 2.45pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm The Siege 2.45pm. 
5.45pm, 8.30pm Star Trek: 
insurrection 1 ,45pm, 4.05pm, 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) 

G South Woodford Enemy of 
the State 2.10pm. 5.10pm. 8pm 
Psycho 1.25pm. 3.45pm. 6.10pm, 
8.30pm Star Trek: 
insurrection 1.20pm. 3.40pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 

G Turnpike Lane Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai 8.45pm Pardeshl 
Babu 2pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) 
BR: Woolwich Arsenal Psycho 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm 
The Siege 3.35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

Cinema 

Repertory 

LONDON 

CINE LUMIERE Queensberry Place 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) Sitcom 
(18) 6.30pm. 8.30pm 

ICA CINEMA The Mall SW1 (0171- 
930 3647) Angel Dust (15) 6.30pm. 
8.50pm Sex/Life in LA (NC) 9pm 

THE LUX CINEMA Hoxton Square 
N1 (0171-684 0201) The FQm 
Couch: Fuel: Event (NC) 
7pm Mother Dao: The Turtle-Like 
(NC) 9pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank SE1 (0171-928 3232) 

To Have and Have Not (PG) 
2.30pm. 8.45pm Casablanca (U) 
6.10pm The Music Machine: 
Dlscoland (NC) 6.15pm Little 
Caesar (NC) 7.30pm Primary 
Colors (15) 8.10pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA High Road N2 
(0181 -444 6789) Little 
Voice (15) 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Left 
Luggage (PG) 1.30pm Dead 
Man's Curve (15) 4pm Fire 
(15) 6.30pm Sliding Doors 
(15) 9pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road W6 (0171-420 0100) 
Things Change (NC) 6.45pm + The 
Spanish Prisoner 8.50pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE 
High Street. Brentford. Middlesex 
(0181-568 1176) Rien Ne Va 
Plus (15) 1.30pm. 7pm Uttle 
Voice (15) 5pm, 9pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S CINEMA 
(01 273-602503) The Mighty (PG) 
2.30pm, 6.45pm s (Pi) (15) 
4.30pm, 8.50pm 

BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Insomnia (18) 6pm. 8.25pm 
Uttle Voice (IS) 6.05pm. 8.35pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
The Fountainhead (PG) 1pm 
Sitcom (18) 3pm. 9.20pm 
High Society (U) S.45pm His Girl 
Friday (U) 7.50pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) The Eel (18) 2.30pm, 
7.30pm Casablanca (U) 6.15pm 
Character (15) 8.20pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE 
(01 243-786650) The Horse Whls- _ 
perer (PG) 2.45pm Out of Sight * 
(15) 6.15pm Rien Ne Va Plus - 
(15) 9pm l 

IPSWICH l 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
215544) My Name is Joe (15) 
2.30pm. 6.15pm, 8.30pm / 
Insomnia (18) 6pm. 8.15pm E 

t 

NORWICH ( 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) S 
The Governess (IS) 2.30pm, E 
5.45pm The Boys (18) 8.15pm [ 


Theatre 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices Tor the week; 
running times include intervals. # 
— Seats at all prices l — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1 j: Sun. (3): Tue, [4]: 
wed, [5]: Thur, [6|: Fit. [7J: Sat 

ft ALARMS & EXCURSIONS 
Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner party which Is interrupted 
by mysterious messages 
stars Felicity Kendal and Josie 
Lawrence. Gielgud Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5065) 
GPfcx Ore Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5] (7) 
3pm. E19.50-E27.50. 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Sucbet stars 

as Salieri In Peter Shaffer's 
acclaimed drama. Old Vk The Cut. 
SE1 (0171-928 7616) 

BR/G Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
(4| 2.30pm, [7) 3pm. E7.50-E30. 
1 80 mins. 

• ANNIE Bags to riches stay of the 
nauseatingly optimistic orphan. 
Victoria Palace Victoria Street. 
SWT (0171-834 1317) BR/ 
G Victoria. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4) (7) 
2.30pm. [1] 4pm. E7.50-E32.50. 
1 65 mins. 

ft ART Larry Lamb, Jack Dee, 
Tim Healy In Yasmina Hera’s 
comedy about art and friendship. 
Wyndham’s Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (01 71 -369 1 736} G Leic Sq. 
Tue-Sat 8pm, [4] 3pm. [7][1] 5pm, 
E9.50-E27.50. 90 mins. 

• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Lavish family musical based on 
Disney's cartoon version of the 
favourite fairy tale. Dominion 
Tottenham Court Road, W1 (01 71- 
656 1888) GToct Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (51(71 2.30pm. £18.50- 
£35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Wiijy 
Russell's long-running Liverpool 
musical melodrama. Phoenix 
Qiariqg Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1733) G Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [51 3pm. [7| 
4pm. E11.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show 
tracing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Aldwych, WC2 (0171-930 
8800) G Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm 6 
8.30pm, Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. 
mats [1] 4pm, £10-£27, half price 
Friday matinees. 160 mins. 

• CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical 
version of TS Eliot's poems. 
New London Parker Street. WC2 
(0171-405 0072) G Covent Gar- 
den/Holborn. Mon-Sat 7,45pm. 
[31(7) 3pm. £l2.50-£35. 165 mins. 

( • CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit 
Broadway musical. Adefphi Malden 
, Lane. WC2 (0171-344 0055) 
G Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, [4|[7] 
3pm. E16-E36 (inci booking fee). 

1 30 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGSJ) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company East-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Pkcacfilfy Circus. Wl 
(0171-369 1747) G Picc Clrc. 
Wed-Sat 8pm. [51 3pm. [7) 5pm. [1] 


ft LES MIS ERAS LES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s 
masterpiece. Palace Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-434 0909] 
G Pkx Oic Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5] [7] 
2.30pm. E7-E35, 195 mins. 

• MISS SAIGON Musical which 
resets the Madam Butterfiy tragedy 
to Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WQ (01 71- 
494 5060) G Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4] [7] 3pm, 
E5.75-E35. 165 mins. 

• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit St Martin's 
West Street, WC2 (01 71 -636 1 443) ' 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, [3] 
2.45pm, [7J 5pm. E10-E24.50. 

1 35 mins. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical. Her Majesty's 
Haymarkec. SW1 (0171-494 5400) 
GPkx Ore Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4] [7) 
3pm, £T0-£35. 150 mins. 

ft RENT Musical inspired by La 
Boheme and set in modem dqy New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-211221) 
G Holbom/tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [4)[7] 3pm. £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE: 

• OLMBfc Peter Rui Stephen Oliv- 
er's music accompanies the tale of 
the Bey Who Would Not Grow Up. 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller In rep tonight 7.15pm. ends 
20 Feb. 

O NT20O0: The Playboy of Che 
Western World Fiona Shaw reads 
the role of Fegeen Mike in JM Syn- 
ge's landmark drama. Tonight 6pm. 

• LYTTELTON: deo. Camping. Em- 
manueDe and Dick Tterry Johnson’s 
new play looks at the Carry On ac- 
tors and recreates Sid James, Ken- 
neth Williams and Babs Windsor on 
stage. In rep tonight 7.30pm, ends 
16 Jan. 120 mins. 

O COTTESLOE; Copenhagen New 
drama from Michael Frayn about the 
discovery of the atom. in rep tonight 
7.30pm. ends 27 Jan. 145 mins. 

O NT20QQ: Strife Barbara Castle 
discusses John Gal sw o rth y ' s drama. 
Jan 1 5. 6pm. O Brier & Lyttelton: £8- 
£27. Cottesloe: £12-£l8. NT2000: 
£4. cones £3. Day seats from 10am. 
South Bank, SE1 (0171-452 3000). 
BR/G Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMHUfYi 

• THE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 
Shakespeare's examination of justice. 
In rep tonight 7.15pm. 

• THE Pm Bad Weather Robert 
Holman’s examination of the break- 
down In family relationships. In rep 
tonight 7.15pm. Barbican: £5- 
£26. The Pit: £1 1-E18.50. Barbfcvi 
Centre. EC2 (0171-638 8891). 
BR/G Barblcan/Moorgate. 

O SATURDAY NIGHT F EV ER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street. Wl (01 7 1 -494 5020) 
G Oxford Circus. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4][7| 2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 
135 mins. 

• THE SNOWMAN Asvard-wmmng 
production of Raymond Briggs's 


FIRST CALL. LAST 


First Cd ... y : - • - 

black EYED PEAS are a LA-based BLC trio whose 
fanky-beat$ have gained a nm n wro ai -anriflim on the 
back of Wanen Beatty’s Bu&oorffe soundtrack.. They 
follow in. Ifce traction of groups like Blacksfai; DHX 
arid Company TTow, paying homage to die old school 
while adding musical elements of their own. Black 
Eyed I%as* traditional hip hop is flavoured with Latai- 
sou! vibes and B&B. 'Darned in freestyle danririg and 
. stage-dlvisg^thejy put ari an exiting Eve-show. - 
Empire Sheafr^ London TO (0173-771-2000) 35 Jfeb 

Last can " 

0? S A M ufelj-BW CKyy i^iwiig m^fy time, 
Krapp VLastTape, Edward Fetherbridge plays 

an old man obsessed with the past Employing few 
props, this is a disturbing work that has little 
dialogue apart from that coining from a tape Kxapp 
recorded 30 years ago, speaking about his lost . love: 
Betherbridge has been touring with the play for the 
past year andahalt and adds to London dates Beckett’s 
Wordless, 35-second play Breath, plus a- qnestkm-and- 
answer session. ‘ 

Arts Theatre, Great Newport Street, London Wl 
(0171-836 3334) to 6 FA 



Theatre 

COUNTRVWIDE 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and Che 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Eas- 
tenders stars alongside Only fbo& 
And Hanes? John ChaHis Today 
2pm 6 7pm, ends 24 Jan. £6-£l6. 
cones available. Sawclose 
(01225-448844) 

BIRMINGHAM 

BIRMINGHAM REP A Christmas 
Carol MIchaH Bogdanov directs a 
new adaptation of Charles Dickens’s 
Victorian tale of greed and redemp- 
tion. Tonight 7. 1 5pm. ends 1 6 Jan. 
£7. 25-El 9. cones available- 
De Profundi* Oscar Wilde's tour de 
force of self-analysis, featuring Corin 
Redgrave. Tonight 7.45pm. ends 29 
Jan. £9. cones £7. Broad Street 
(0121-236 4455) 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL The Hotly and the 
Ivy Thought-provoking study of fife 
in a vicarage from Middle Ground 
Theatre. Today 2.30pm & 7.45pm. 
2.30pm. £6.50-£1 2.50. cones avail- 
able. Bond Street (01273-328488) 

BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freebird Jon 
Ivay’s black comedy about three 
motorcrie couriers on a dodgy mis- 
sion to Cornwall. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. 
Thu-Sat 8pm, mats Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £9. cones £6. King 
Street (01 17-987 7877) 

CANTERBURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs Ex-Blue Pe- 
ter presenter Urn Vincent gets fes- 
tive- Today 2.30pm & 7pm. £8-£» 5, 
cones available- The Friars 
f0l227-787787| 

CHICHESTER 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


4nm E6-E25 Thur macs - all seats P , CU ° CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE cones £2 Great f 

c??' 1 70 amfempOT^aassicSadte's Weils Joseph and ^ Amazing Techni- WCI (0171-6 

20 mi0S Dreamcoat Tim Rice and An- g Russell Square 


ft DR DOUTTUE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animate in this gew 
stage adaptation featuring Jim 
Henson Puppets. London Apollo 
Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street. W6 (0171-416 6022) 
G Hammersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
[41f7| 2.30pm. £1 0-E32.50. 
150 mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL High- 
octane stage version of thre TV 
series chatting the highs and tows 
of a class of young showbiz hopefuls. 
Prince of wales Coventry Street. Wl 
(0171-839 5972) G Leic Sq/Picc 
Ore. Mon -Thur 8pm, Fri S.30pm 
& 8.30pm, Sat 4pm & 8pm. 
ends 16 Jan. £l5-£30. 

O THE GLORY OF LIVING Dra- 
ma set amongst the trailer parks of 
southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca Gilman. Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street. WC2 (01 71-565 5000) 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 6 
Feb. £10. cones £5. 

• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 
G Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4JI7J 3pm. E10-£30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah Ybrk 
in Peter Hall's acclaimed production 
of Wade's comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5045) 
G Picc Ore Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [4] 
3pm. [7) 4pm. £8.50-£29.50. 
165 mins. 

9 AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry's widely-acclaimed 
production of JB Priestley’s thrilte: 
Garrick Charing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171-494 5085) G Leic Sq. 
Mon-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 8.15pm. (4| 
2.30pm. [7J 5pm. £10.50-£25. 
110 mins. 

P INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on fairy tales. Donmar 
Warehouse Earl ham Street. WC2 
(0171-369 1732) G Covert Garten. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [41(71 2.30pm, 
£15-£27.50. 

• TIM INVENTION OF LOVE Tbm 
Stoppard’s play about the fife of 
poet AE Houseman, author of 
The Shropshire Lad. Theatre 
RoyaL Haymarhet Haymarkec. 5W1 
(0171-930 8800) G Picc Clrc. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [41(71 2.30pm. 
£1 0-E32.50. 

• JESUS, MY BOY Tbm Conti stars 
in John Dowie’s alternative 
Christmas show. Apollo Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5070) 
G Picc Grc. Tue- Fri 8pm. Sat 5pm 
& Spm. [ 1 1 3pm & 5pm, 
E5.50-E18.50. 

• KAFKA'S DICK Eric Sykes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan 
Bennett's comedy about the 
moribund writer. Piccadilly 
Denman Street, Wl (0171-369 
1 734) G Picc Ore. In rep today 3pm 
& 8pm. ends 26 Feb. E12-£30. 

O LORD OF THE FLIES Stage 
version of William Golding’s dasuc 
tale of schoolboys firing on adesated 
aland, lyric Hammersmith King 
Street. W6 (0181-741 2311) 
G Hammersmith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
ends 6 Feb, £5-£l6. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman and Julie Sawalba 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/G Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[5)171 3pm. E8-E27.50. 


At The Peacock Portugal Street. 
WC2 (01 71 -863 8222) GHoibom/ 
Temple. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 
30 Jan. £7.50-£32.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS An- 
drew Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roHer- 
musicaL Apollo Victoria Wilton 
Road, SW1 (0171-416 6070) 
BR/G Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[3[[7| 3pm. E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

• THE STREET OF CROCODILES 
Bruno Scultz's short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de 
Camptonte’s acclaimed and absurdist 
drama Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (0171-494 5040) G Picc Ore. 
Tue-Sat 8pm. [7| 3pm, [1 1 5pm. ends 
20 Feb. E6-E25. 

ft THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE 

Belinda Lang stars In Alan 
Ayckbourn's comedy. Duchess 
Catherine Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5075) G Covent Garten. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, [51[7J 3pm. ends 23 Jan. 
C15-E27.50. 140 mins. 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky’s tale of a matriarch and 
her downtrodden family. Albery 
St Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-369 
1 730} G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[5] (7) ends 27 Mar. £5-£29.50. 

ft THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama is set m Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. 
Royal Court Downstairs (at che- 
Duke of York’s) Sc Martin's Lane. 
WC2 (0171-565 5000) GL«cSq/ 
Charing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (41[7l 
3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 mins. 

» WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward Old Compton Street. 
Wl (0171-447 5400) G Leic Sq/ 
Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. |5J(7] 
3pm. £I5-£35. 160 mins. 

ft WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on the film of the same name. 
Aldwych Aldwych. WO (0171- 
416 6000) G Holbom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [51 [7J 3pm, £10-£32.50. 
120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Susan Hill's chilling ghost story. 
Fortune Russell Street. WC2 (0171- 
836 2238) G Covent Garden/ 
Hoi bom. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 3pm. [71 
4pm. £8. 50- £23. 50. 110 mins. 

Theatre 

Beyond The West End 

LONDON 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp’s Last Tbpe 
Edward Petherbridge performs 
Samuel Beckett's metecholic piece. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Fri & Sat 
5.30pm, ends 6 Feb. E8-E12. Great 
Newport Screec. WC2 (0171-836 
3334) g Leicester Square. 

KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Song at 
Twilight Nod Coward's dark auto- 
biographical play stars Corin Red- 
grave. Tonight 8pm, ends 24 Jan. 
E12-E13, cones £7. Upper Street. 
N1 (0171-226 1316}GAngeJ/High- 
bury 6 Islington. 

TRICYCLE THEATRE The Colour oF 
Justice Dramatisation of the Stephen 
Lawrence case. Mon-Fri 8pm. Sat 
4.1 5pm 6 8. 15pm. ends 6 Feb. £8- 
£13.50. Kilbum High Road. NW6 
(0171-328 1000) G Kilbum. 

YOUNG VIC STUDIO Special Offer 

in^ a*rea?Jisplay bedroom. MorvSat 
7,45pm. ends 23 Jan. £8, cones £6. 
The Cut. 5EI (0171-928 6363) 
BR/G Waterloo. 


color Dreamcoat Tim Rice and An- 
drew Llrn-d Webber’s musical version 
of the Bible story. Mon-Thu 2.30pm & 


ABERYSTWYTH 
ARTS CENTRE Here to Stay- Arts 
Coundl Co Section Purchases of The 
1990s Contemporary art inspired by 
domesticity and everyday objects. 
Mon-Sat 9am- 5 pm. ends 30 Jan. 
free. Penglais (01970-623232) 
CAMBRIDGE 

F1TZWJLLIAM MUSEUM 
British Watercolours from the 
Oppe Collection IccfutSngwortsby 
Ihraerand Constable. Ends 24 Jan. 
TheSooecy of Three: Whistlec Fan- 
tin-Latour and Alphonse Legros Ex- 
hibition of drawing and prints 
pgaminmg the common stylistic 
ground of the three artists. Tue-Sat 
10am- 5pm. Sun 2.15pm-5pm, ends 
14 Feb. free. Trumpington Street 
(01223-332900) 

CHELTENHAM 

CHELTENHAM ART GALLERY aid 
MUSEUM Ac the Sign oF the Rain- 
bow*. Margaret Calkin James 
(1895-1985) Restrospective of de- 
signs, calligraphy and paintings 
Mon-Sat 10am-5.20pm.end5 23 Jan. 
ftee. Clarence Street 
(01242-237431) 

EX E T ER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MU- 
SEUM Designs on Life: Edward 
Bawden Vfide variety of work by the 
prominent graphudedgnec Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm. ends 23 Jan. free. 
Queen Street >01392-265858) 

LONDON 

BRITISH MUSEUM The Golden 
Sword: Stamford Raffles and The 
East Art mid artefacts exploring 
the life and work of the founder of Sin- 
gapore. Mon-Sat I0am-5pm. Sun 
l2noon-6pm. ends 18 Apr. £4. 
cones £2. Great Russell Street. 
WCI (0171-636 1555) 


of the Bible story. Mon-Hu 
730pm, Fri & Sat 5pm & j 
23 Jan. £&5<L cones avail; 
lands Park (01243-7813121 


m. ends 
Ie. Oak- 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE Aladdin Glad- 
iator Cobra stars in this panto spec- 
tacular Tonight 2pm S 7.30pm. ends 
17 Jan. E7.50-E14. Home Gardens 
(01322-220000) 

IPSWICH 

WOLSEY THEATRE The Norman 
Conquests: Tftble Manners Alan Ay- 
ckbourn's comedy about a planned 
dirty weekend which is foiled. Tonight 
7.45pm. phone for prices. 
Civic Drive (01473-253J25) 

LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Stagin' in 
the tern High water mark of Amer- 
ican musicals. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sat 2. 30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
E7-E19.50. Belgrave Gate 
(0116-253 9797) 

NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Aladdin's Cave of 
Entertainment Exciting family enter- 
tainment starring BUJy Pearce as AJ- 
addin and Victor Spinetti as Abanaza. 
Today 2pm & 7pm. £1 2-E1 5. cones 
available. Guildhall Road (01604- 
624811) 

ROYAL THEATRE The Secret Life 
of Humpty Dumpty Panto style 
adaptation of the. famous nursery 
rhyme. Today 2.15pm 6 7pm. 
£9. 50-El 4. cones available. Guild- 
hall Road (01604-632 533) 

NOTTINGHAM 

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE Jack 
and the Beanstalk Kenneth Alan 
Tfiylor writes and directs his fif- 
teenth consecutive pantomime for 
Nottingham Playhouse. Tonight 
7.30pm. ends 23 Jan. £9-£1 2, child 
E5-E8. East Circus Street (0115- 
941 9419) 

PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Dick Whittington 
and His Fabulous Cat Thrilling ad- 
venture story full of comedy musk 
and magic. Today 2. 1 5pm & 6.30pm, 
ends 23 Jan. E5.75-E9.75, cones 
available. Embankment Road 
(01733-552439) 

PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Scorpio and Su 
PoDard climb the giant beanstalk, lb- 
day 2.30pm & 7.30pm, ends 30 Jan. 
£fi-£ 15.50. Royal iWade South 
(01752-267222) 


POTTSES BAR 

THE MOL AT SONNING IWo Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm, 
mats Sat 2.15pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£21.95-£32.95 Including dinner. 
Sonning Eye (01 1 8-969 8000) 

SEVEN OAKS 

STAG THEATRE A Sperm Aside 
Existential love story. Tonight 8pm. 
£8, cones £7, London Road 
(01732-450175) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
SWAN THEATRE A Month in the 
Country Brian Friel’s adaptation of 
Dagenert portrait of afl-consummg 
sexual desire. Michael Attenbor- 
ough directs. Today i.30pm & I 
7.30pm. ends 20 Feb. £5-£3Q. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
Murder is Easy Stage adaptation of 
Agatha Christie's country house 
murder mystery. Mon-Sac 8pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £5.50-£14.50. cones 
available. London Road 
(01702-342564) 


: DESIGN MUSEUM Conran Foun- 
: da cion Collection 1998 Items se- 
lected by the Director of the 
Motivation charity. Mon-Sun 
1 1 .30am-6pm. ends 31 Jan. £5.25, 
cones £4 (to museum). Shad 

■ Thames. SE1 (0171-376 6055) 

■ G lower HUL 

E5TORICK COLLECTION Zang 
Tumb Tumb Exhibition charting the 
editorial production of the Pbturist 
movement Wed-Sat 11am-6pm. 

1 Sun 12noon-5pm. ends 11 Apr. 
£2.50. cones £1 50. NUS free. 
39a Canonbury Square. N I (0171- 
704 9522) G Highbury & Islington. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Life? 
or Theatre?: The Work of Charlotte 
Salomon Powerful paintings made 
between 1940 and 1942. Mon-Thur. 
Sar 6 Sun 10am-6pm. Fri 10am- 
8.30pm, ends 17 Jan. £5.50, 
UB40/OAP £4.50. NUS £4. child 
12-18 £2.50. child 8-11 £1. 
Burlington House. Piccadilly. Wl 
(01 71 -300 8000) G Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY John Singer 
Sargent Comprehensive exhibition 
devoted to the paintings at the 19th- 
century artist Ends 17 Jan. £6. 
cones £4. 

Art Now 16: Something is Miss- 
ing - Jean -Marc Bustamante 
Installation exploring international 
tides in photographs. Ends 31 Jan. 
free. 

Turner In the Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 1 4 Feb. free. 

In Celebration: The Art of The 
Country House Paintings and 
sculpture, including work by 
Canaletto, Stubbs and Holbein. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm. ends 28 
Feb. free. MiWbank. SW1 (01 7 \ -8S7 
8000) G Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Grinling Gibbons and the Art of 
Carving Celebrating the work 
of the 17th-century wood carver. 
Ends 24 Jan. 

Picasso's Ladles: Wendy Ramshaw 
Precious-metal jewellery. Ends 15 
Feb. 

Elsewhere - Photographs from The 

Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesser-known subjects by 
the 90 year-old photographer. 
Ends 12 Apr. 

Silver and Syrup: a Selection From 
The Collection Work by leading 
photographers throughout history. ! 
Mon 12noon-5.45pm. Tue-Sun J 
I0am-5.45pm. ends 31 Jul. £5. 
cones £3. disab!ed/UB40/mems/ 
after 4.30pm Free. Cromwell Road. 
SW7 (01 7 1 -938 844 1 ) 1 

G South Kensington. 

1 

OXFORD I 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM 19th E 
Century French Drawings Recent 1 
acquisitions alongside familiar 
major drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 

The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from the l6tb to the earfy 2oth 
century. Tue-Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 
2pm-4pm. ends 21 Mar. free. 
Beaumont Street (01 865-278000) 

STIVES 

ST WES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from toe L 
second half of the century and a ft 
selection of contemporary work, r 
English Roots: Eric Cameron g 
Thousands of layers of paint sur- y 
rounding organic objects. C 

Ouoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan g 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West Indies. V 
the artist's birthplace. Mon-Sat X 
1 1 am-7pm. Sun T 1am-5pm. ends 1 1 h 
Apr. £3.50, cones £2. Porthmeor S 
Beach (01736-796226) € 


LONDON 

ST JOHN’S, SMITH SQUARE 
Jonathan Vetra Songs hyFmzi and 
others for bass baritone. Tonight 
7.30pm. £8-£1 3.50. Smith Square. 
SW1 (017T-222 1061) 

G Westminster. 

WIGMORE HALL AndrasSch iff The 
pjanwd urith m |D SdmilHnn recital. 
Tonight 7.30pm, phone for avail- 
ability: Wigmore Street. Wl (0171- 
935 2141) G Bond Street 


Opera 


LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS The Bartered 
Bride Smetana’s classic opera in a 
new Rgyal Opera staging directed by 
Francesca Zambrito. Tonight 7pm. 
£7.5O-£60. Rosebery Avenue. EC1 
(0171-863 8000) G Angel. 


Dance 


LONDON 

COLISEUM English National Bal- 
let: Cinderella Michael Gordo's 
award-winning production. Today 
2.30pm (Klimentova/Tewsley), 
tonight 7.30pm (Perego/Gnjzdyev). 
E2.50-E39.50. St. Martin’s Lane. 
WC2 (01 71 -632 8300] 

G Leicester Square. 

PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Over 
100 choreographers' work in Lon- 
don's important annual platform sea- 
son. Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 1 3 Feb. £8. 
cones £6. Duke s Road. WCI (0171- 
387 0031) G Elis ton. 

ROUNDHOUSE Stomp Eight per- 
formers create a noisy rhythmic 
symphony. Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Sat 
& Sun 4pm. ends 17 Jan. E10-E25 
plus booking fee. Chalk Farm Road. 
NW 1 (0171-420 .0000) 

G Chalk Farm. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Cirque Du 
Soleil: Alegria A celebration of con- 
tortionists, acrobats, aerial artists and 

fire dancers. Tue-Sun 7.45pm. mate 
Sat Si Sun 2.30pm, ends 24 Jan. 
E23.50-E45. Kensington Gore. SW7 
(0171-589 8212) G High Street 
Kensington. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The Roy- 
al Ballet: Romeo And Juliet 
Prokofiev's score, MacMfihm’s chore- 
ography and Georgiadas’ designs, 
"tonight 7.30pm (Durante/Mukhanie- 
dov). £T0-£48.- South Bank. SE1 
(0171-960 4242) BR/G Waterloo. 


EVENTS 


SESH°- N ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 
STRETCHING Classes designedto 
achieve flexibility, incorporating 
breathing and postures. An cient . ^ 
Count Cultural Centre Cutntt Street ; 
WCI (0171-434 1381) G KtagS . 
Cross. Mon/Wed 7am-8am & 7pm-' 
8pm, Mon-Fri 12.15pm-1.15pnt 
£5 per session, cones £2. 

LOONEY TUNES: EXHIBITION 
Original artwork m celebration ottne 
Warner Bros Studio's 75th yean Man- 
Sun I0am-6pm (last adm. 5pm}. 
£6.25, NUS £5.25, cones £4.50. un- 
der 5s free, family ticket £17. 

BEHIND THE SCENES Fortraitscf - 
technicians and artists invoked in the 
making of British films. Mon-Sun 
lOam-6 pm (last adm. 5pm). ends 
26 Feb. £6.25. student £5 25. 
cones £4.50. under 5s free, family 
ticket £1 7. • • - ' 

OOH! WHAT A CARRY ON: EXHI- 
BITION A celebration of 40 years of 
meat British comedy from the 
Carry On team. Museum Of The 
Moving Image [MOM1) South Bank 
SE1 (0171-928 35 35) G Waterloo. 
Mon-Sun 10am-6pm (last adm. 
Spm). ends 19 May. £6.25. NUS 
£5.25. cones £4.50. under 5s Free, 
family ticket £1 7. 

SHOW BUSINESS EXHIBITION k 
Original designs Illustrating theatre, A 
opera, ballet and film, selected by i ’ 
Charles Spencer National Theatre: 
Lyttelton South Bank SE1 (0171- 
452 3000} G Waterloo. Mon-Sat 
I0am-1 1pm. free. 

MEMDtAN WALK Move between toe 
Eastern and Western Hemispheres, 
tracing the history of England's 
oldest Royal Park. Tourist 
Information Centre Greenwich v ' 
Church Street SE10 (0181-S5»!-i 
6169) Bank/Tower Gateway Daily' 

2. 1 5pm. £4, cones £3. 

ST ALBANS 7. ■ ,- j: 

THE REALlYl SENSIBLE SH0W Cr 
Atourizigexhibftjan expbriogourfive 
senses. Museum of Sc Albans' 
Hatfield Road (01727-819340). 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 1 7 Jan. free. 


MUSIC 

POP 


Literature 


LONDON 

BOOKBINDING 1998 Examples 
from the 1998 Bookbinding Compe- 
tition on display, plus short-listed 
novels for the 1998 Booker Prize 
for Fiction. British Library Foyer 
Euston Square NW1 (0171-412 
7760) G Euston/Kings Cross. 
Mon. Wed-Fri 9.30am-6pm. 
Tue9.30am-8pm. Sat 9.30am-5pm. 
Sun 1lam-5pm. free. 


Comedy 


BRIGHTON 

THE LAUGHTER AKADEMY AT 
AKADBVUA Anvil Springstieo, Dean 
Kelly Brendan ROey Paul Zeno o,MC 
Kevin Precious. Tonight 8.30pm, 
Manchester Street (01 273-7099771 
£5. cones £3.50. 

LONDON 

TWICKENHAM COMEDY CLUB AT 
THE CABBAGE PATCH Mark Maiec 
Will Smith, Adam Bloom. Tonight 
8pm. London Road, Twickenham 
(0171 -733 7753) £5, cones £3. 
THE BEST IN STAND-UP with Kei- 
th Dover; Reginald Hunter, Bill Bai- 
fey PhulTwikinson, phis open spots. 


BATH Sr 1 

THE WEBB BROTHERS Jimmy V 
Wtob's two sons. Moles Club George 
Street (01225-404445) Tonight 
8.30pm, phone for prices. 

LONDON 

CHA CHA COHEN. BRASSY, EL 
HOMBRE TRAJEADOS Chemftal . 
Underground's elusive female-front- 
ed international guitar groovers -with 
both New "fork and Leeds connec- r 
tions - finally release an album and 
plgy some gigs. Upstairs at the . . 
Garage Highbury Corner N5 
(0171-607 1818) G Highbury & 
Islington. Tonight 8.30pm, E5. 

THE EGG Tran re-inducing cosmic 
te-fino-jammers, playing their more 
beats-onented second album ZYttt>- 
ctator Sound Republic Wardour- 
Street Wl (0171-413 1423) 

^ Jr e L C c e U' 5r Sc * uare ' Tonight 
Bpm. E6-E7. ‘ 

NEOt “PSycfao-ceilklh'’ from Landon- 
Insh toto^ockers led by an ex-mem- 
oer of Shane MacGowatfs Popes. 
Sprang Wted NorthfieWs Avenue, . 1 
W13 (0181-567 8348). 

A ' ,en “ c T °" isht £ 
M07NDIGO Modem blues band led 
Station -fowern - 
Li 03 ? W1 ° (0171-727 • 
ftSL Lanmer Road, tonight . . 
u.sopm. phone for prices. 


IU1/ 1-73J 7753) £5. cones £3. NEWPORT 
THE BEST IN STAND-UP with Kei- LLOYD LANGTOn Raun bv- V 
Hunter, BID Bai- member 

ley Paul To nk ins on . phis open spots. T jwgrnw niapg LIqyd 

MCMctefcHuttonrTbniFf^S: 

Oxendon Street. SW1 (01426- Place iovr! O arence 

f Piccadilly Circus. 9 pm £5 33 ' 2,6608 > 


914433) G Piccadilly Circus. 
£12. cones £7. 

SpSMK COMEDY CLUB James 
H ofines . Marcus Srigstocke, Marian 
Ulpatnck, Paul Thorne, MC David 
Hadingbam. Tonight 9pm, Fulham 
Palace Road. W6 (0171-381 2006) 
G Hammersmith. £3. 1 

TWKTED NIPPLE IMPROV AT 


1 756) G Balham. £4. cones £3, 
ROBNEWMAN AT THE BUU. Fbr- 

ESSSSfKSSfSE 

Clubs 

LONDON 

AT Rumba star- 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 

HARTFORD 

Snto N ^^ JotoRaa e ecn * ' 

skbbOsSBS 

LONDON 

352 5953^1 5*^ SW1 0 < 01 71- ! 

Tonight 8pm.' fg’" 165 

MOSE ALLKrwu 'V* 


beForel0 3 °P m 8.30pm. EiT.s^^^C v 

ssss sSd&s' 
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Thursday Radio 




1 RADIO 1 

$7.&$98MHzFM) 

&30 Zbe Bai 9 j 00 Simon Maya 
12.00 Kevin Greening 200 Mark 
Radcfffe. 44)0 Chris Moyles. 6 jQ 0 
Dave Pearce. 830 Steve Lamacq - 
the Evening Session. 1000 Trade 
Update. 10J0 John Feel 124)0 
Andy Kershaw. 2J00 CSve Warren, 
fill I 44)0- 030 Scott Mia 

Hffl RADIO 2 

M (9&9Q2MHZFM) 

&OO Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 Wake 
rnuad Up to Wogan. 940 Ken Bruce. 
H§§| t2JOO Jm my YOung. ZOO Ed 
Stewart 505 Johnnie Walker. 

} 700 David Aflan. 800 Paul Jones. 
W.f $i| 900 Barry Tookfe Comedy Clas- 
|||!i sics: the Navy Lark. 940 Comedy 
Showcase: Relax See Pick of the 
B Day. 1000 Girls and Guitars. 

1040 Richard Affinson. 1200 Kat- 
rina Leskanich. 300 - 400 Alex 
Lester. 
pi - rv RADIO 3 

\Tf (9Q2-92.4MHZ FM ) 

600 On Air. 

900 Masterworks. 

1030 Artist of the Wfeek. 

■'V 1 & tIO 0 Sound Stories. 

1200 Composer of the Week: 

- Rimsky-Kbrsakov. 

* lOO The Radio 3 Lunchtime 

: Concert See Pick of the Day. 

~ - 200 The BBC Orchestras. 

400 Ensemble 
445 Music Machine: 

500 In Tune: 

■ 700 Performance on a Live from 

. the Colston Hall, Bristol, Bitroducsd 
. . by Chris Wines. AlexBi Litoimavfpi- 
. . ano) Orchestra of the Age of EnSght- 
enment/Herbert Btomstedt 
Mendelssohn: Overture The He- 
■ : ; brides' (Fingafe CaveX Schubert 
•:* .. Synphory No 2 in B flat 

845 Book of the Month. An extend- 
ed review of one of the montWs most 
interesting new pubfications. In The 
Dragon it the Land of Snows’, Th 
. betan historian Tssmg Shakya 
draws on a mass of oral and archival 
sources to uncover the story of Ti- 
beft struggle to maintain hdepen- 
denca In toe first such history from a 
Tibetan writer, he looks at the subse- 
quent story of Chinese attempts at 
unification and at the bactapound to 
:,.ctirerrt and future developments in 
*•_ he area. 

- 435 Concert part 2. Brahms: Pi- 
' -ano Concerto No 1 ii D mlnoc 


LOO The Directors (49608*. ZOO Femmes 
‘ states (84820*000 The Long Vfeflc 
feme 0990) 164356V 10L00 Helo Again 
SB7) (9060$ 1230 The Dradore 
- : .XJ795). LOO Femmes Fatales (48202). 

. JO The Long WHk Home (B90) 

. 15560801). 120 The FHthBemert (1997) 

*1489627X530 Heta Agate («B7) 

£207) 730 Hofywood Buzz/The Direc- 
. xs (9337) 8 j 00 Entertaining Angeb 
1996) (49998) 1030 The Rfth Element 
897) (74203356) «U0 Bkj9 Heat (B90) 
125318) 155 If Lucy Fed (®96) (148318) 
Ml 30 - 6-00 Dead Stance (©96) (458202) 
IKY UOVEltAX 

LOO Movie Magic Specials (41066) ZOO 
. Vis (1978) (9£W3)9 jQO ManneqUn (1967) 
p578) tLOO Undercover Kid (995) 

-s TfifiTV LOO Gus (1978) (57066X 300 
.damnation Atey (B77) (78820) SuOO Urv 

- ercover KM (B95) (70827) TOO Marv 
equin (887) (429T7X 830 B News Week 
i Review (6511) 900 The F^acktog of 
chool Bus 17 (1997) (40627) 1130 No 

■s'. /- r toy Back (1996) (576530)12^*5 Dead 
ang (1988) (753738)230 A Self-Made 

- era (1996) (179689) 435 Movie Magic 
- * pedals (5970912) 505 • ZOO Damna- 

Xl Atey (S77) (6308202). 

.. . ICY CMEMA 

' 00 The Outlaw (843) (8965434). 600 
_ omanoff&Jliet (861) (7363337) 800 

- y Fair Lady (864) 03637646) 1005 
otoricai Gigolo (SSC? (S757T72) f2M 

: - ixne to Love (873) (1796516). 200 Bad 

■ edkare (885) (B785931) 430 Abandon 

- Tip (857) (4J77D09) 505 Close, 

ZliFOUR 

.00 His Girl Friday (840) (7348511) 

OO The Hudsucker Proxy (1994) 
250356) See Pick of the Day. 1000 
, . ' arton Fjnk (891) (9686269) See Pick 

■ the Day. 1200 MHerte Crossing 

. - J90) (9835216) See Pick ot the Day. 

■ 00 Blood Simple (1984) (2107757) 
se Pick of the Day. 300 - 600 The 
ory of Qiu Ju (1992) (90018487) 

(SCOVERY CHANNEL 

- 00 Rex Hurts Ftshtog Adventures 

- 125443) 430 WaOierto Wbrtd (821627) 
00 Fighlftie (87560Q. 530 HMoryto 
ming Points (B45207) 600 Animal Doc- 
■ (183582CJ. 630 Hurttars (2222530) 

Ml Beyond 2000 (£22356) 800 Die- 
ver Magazne (9221482) 900 Super 
, V- ser ^2899^ 1000 Skyscraper M Sea 
«1085) noo Forensic Detecfives 
; 00581) 1200 Super Structures 


PICK OF THE Day 


IN THE Radio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert (1pm), Paul Allen 
introduces the first of three 
recitals recorded during last 
weekend's exhaustive Haydn 
string quartet festival at the 
Royal Northern College of Music. 
Tbday you can hear the Brodsky 
Quartet tackling Op 54 No 2 in 
C and Op 76 No 4 in B flat 
Comedy Showcase (930pm 
R2», a series of comedy pilots. 


begins with Relax/ Pauline 
Quirke (right), of Birds of a 
Feather, stars as the new owner 
of an upmarket health farm 
who turns up incognito and 
exposes the ingrained snobbery 
of her staff. Written by Tteny 
Kyan, who penned The Brittas 
Empire, and starring Jeffrey 
Holland, perhaps it should have 
been called Rehash! 

Dominic Cavendish 



9J3S Postscript Paul Neuberg con- 
tinues his exploration of the Commu- 
nist project which sought to use the 
arts to remould peopled minds. 4: 
The Red Mask 1 . In the West the 
biggest Communist movement of the 
thirties and forties was in France 
The commitment of some prominent 
writers and artists to the cause in- 
volved racfical shifts in creative agen- 
das that were tenaciously resisted by 
others. Then, from 1956 onwards, 
revelations about the Stafinist regime 
rocked writers' and artists' faith in 
Communism throughout the world. 
1040 Music Restored. Lude Skeap- 
ing and Chris de Souza introduce 
the second of two programmes of 
previously unheard treasures from 
Music Restored^ 1998 recordings 
This weekls selection includes Dow- 
land partsongs from Red Byrd, a 
Bber vioGn sonata performed by the 
Russian ensemble Musica Petropofi- 
tana, a Handel suite played by harp- 
sichordist Laurence Cummings, and 
a cantata by Matthias Weckmarm 
played by the Pivcelt Quartet and 
friends 

1045 fight Waves Paul Allen ex- 
plores the tncreasingfy complex 
ways we think about the human 
body vi art and science and tafcs to 
speakers in this year); Darwin Lec- 
tures in Cambridge, which take the 
body as their theme 
tL30 Jazz Notes 
12 jOO Composer of the V\feek: 
Poulenc. (R) 

-LOO - 6.00 Through the Mght 
RADIO 4 
(92j4-94£MHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 


900 NEWS; In Our Time with 
Melvyn Bragg 

9-30 Transplantations (R) 

945 Serial: The Doctor, the Detec- 
tive and Arthur Conan Doyle 
lOdOO NEWS; Woman's Hour. 

1L00 NEWS; From Our Own Corre- 
spondent 

1L30 Old Dog and the Partridge 
12A0 NEWS; You and Yburs 
LOO The World at One 
L30 Hidden Treasures 
200 NEWS; The Archers 
235 Afternoon Play: Dogs 

300 NEWS; Cal Vbu and Yours: 
0870 OfO 0444. 

3-30 Tales from the Vfflaga 
3>i5 This Sceptred Isle 
400 Word of Mouth. 

400 The Material World. 

500 PM. 

600 Six OCtock News 
630 The Worriers 
700 NEWS: The Archers 
ns Front Row Fran one Stock pre- 
sents the arts programme inducing 
a look at the art of turning birdsong 

into music, as revealed by the 

French composer Otivier Messiaen. 
7.45 Lady Susaa Drama: Lady Su- 
san’ by Jane Austen. Adapted by 
Lavinra Murray. With Harriet Walter 
and Maggie Steed (4/10) 

800 NEWS; Case History. Profes- 
sor Roy Porter reconsiders Anthony 
Edenh performance during the Suez 
Crisis Vtas the British prime min s ter 
taking a cocktai of drugs to help hvn 
to stay alert and to help him sleep? 
Edenls widow Lady Aren, historians 
and doctors provide insight 
8-30 The Week in We s t min st e r. Pe- 
ter Riddel of The Times takes a look 


behind the scenes at Westminster. 
900 f£WS; Testbeds Manessa 
Coinghdge explores the technolo- 
gies that wfl shape our future. 

930 In Our Time with Melvyn 
Bragg. Melvyn Bragg and guest dis- 
cuss ideas and events which have 
influenced our frna 
1QOO NEWS; The World Tonight 
With Robin Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Nana. Jufiet 
Stevenson reads Emile Zolab newel 
1100 NEWS; World of Pub. A four- 
part comedy by Tony Roche. 2: 
Things are lookrig bad for Barry and 
Garry. The pub is empty and they 
are on the verge of bankruptcy. 

When Barry says they need a mira- 
cle to sort them out Dodgy Phfl 
obliges With John Thomson, Phi 
Comweil and Alistair McGowan 
1L30 Experimental Feature: The 
Hand of Friendship. 

1200 News 

1230 The Late Book: Last Resort 
1248 Shipping Forecast 
100 As Wbrtd Service. 

530 World News 
535 Shipping Forecast 
540 Inshore Forecast 
5-45 Prayer for the Day. 

5^17 - 600 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

945 - 1000 Daly Service 1200 
- 1204 News Headfries; Shipping 
Forecast 504 - 5-57 Shipping 
Forecast 1L30 - 1200 Today in 
Parfiament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(69a 909kHz MW) 

600 Breakfast 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


Pick of the Day 


THE COEN BROTHERS’ films are 
distinguished by a marvellously 
quirky world-view. Four of their 
finest are showcased tonight, 
starting with The Hudsucker 
Proxy (8pm FHmFbur), their 
homage to Capra, in which Tim 
Robbins is pulled from the mail 
room to challenge the way 
Paul Newman is running a giant 
corporation. It continues with: 
Barton Fink (10pm), in which 
arty playwright John T\irtmro 
experiences writer's block when 


(3815573) LOO HstoryS Tuning Points 
(4097593- 13O>2 j 0O Ffl^itSns (9582283) 

SKY OK 

ZOO Court Duckuta (B9153) Z30 The 
Chris Erans Breakfast Show (82B82) 830 
Holywood Squares (82571$. 9lOO Saly 
Jessy Raphael (79337) IOuOO The Oprah 
Winfrey Show (97T72). tLOO QJty! 

(8460S). 12joo Jenny Jones (29135) 130 
Mad about Ybu ^8424) 130 Jeopardy 
(20849) 230 Saly Jessy Raphael (75462) 
a«0 Jemy Jones (47503) 4J00 Gultyl 
(Z72B8) 530 Star Itelc Deep Space Nhe 
£559) 6-00 Married with Chidhsn (9®1) 
630 Drean Team f7^3) ZOO The Snip- 
sons (3268) 730 The Simpsons (6627) 
BjOO Americas Dumbest Crfrrtnals (960^. 
830 Wbridb Wehdeet TV (1448) 9u00 
Friends (16172) 930 E R (77801) 1030 
Veronica^ CJosat (73443) ttOO Dream 
Teem (2B9T7) 1130 Star Trek; Deep 
Specs f*ie (m»4 1230 Hghlander 
(32196) 130 • ZOO Long Play (5962582). 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730 Sky Sports Centra (3196397) 7X5 
Vtortt Westing Federation Shot Girt 
039650) 8J5 Sky Sports Centre (4208608) 
830 Racing News (54917) 9JD0 Aerobics 
- Or Style (4S2SS) 930 MjuYb on Sky 
Sports (72801) 1030 Rafting: White Wbtsr 
World ChampionsHps 1998 (48462) tlOO 
Europewi Tbur Golf Magaztee (52998) 
1130 European Tbur G 08 (242207) 230 
Ringside (85725) 4-00 Pool (76578)5-00 
Work! Wtesttog Federation Stperstars 
(465S) 630 Sky Sports Centre (tt9l) 


he is brought to LA to work 
for Hollywood producer Michael 
Lerner; Miller’s Crossing 
(12am), a finely written 1930s 
crime drama which sees Gabriel 
Byrne ( right) using unothodox 
methods to save his boss, Albert 
Finney; and Blood Simple (2am), 
their creepily atmospheric low- 
budget tribute tof&m noir which 
stars Frances McDormand, 
the actress who went on to van 
an Oscar in their Fargo. 

James Rampton 


630 Foctoal League Review (38795) 
Z30 European Toir Golf (102820) 10-00 
Sky Sports Centre (685448) 10J5 ’feuVe 
on Sky Sports (7T299 8) 10 l 45 Trans 
Wbrid Sport (486356) 1t45 Sky Sports 
Centre (588269) 1200 HbuVe on Sky 
Sports (7SH5) 1230 FLitbof Mundbl 
(38196) 130 Spaiisti Footbal (66689) 
200 Trans Vltorid Sport (52757) 430 Sky 
Sports Centre (E794979) 445 CtoseQ. 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7JOO Aerobics - Oz Style (9692998) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (9113882) Z45 Racing 
News (B256288) 845 ItebeSevabte Sports 
(8927801) 8X5 Sky Sports Centre 
(9004375) 94)0 Fteh TV Ftshteg Texas 
(8155820) 930 Rsh TV- Tony Dean Out- 
doors (7600998) 1030 Pool (96009T7) 
tlOO Rgue Stalrig (721171^. LOO Foot- 
bai (473431) 230 Watorsports World 
(2381375) 330 Sports Urtknted 
(3866725) 430 UnbelevaUe Sports 
(4S7172) &00 Rxjtbefl League Review 
(307144^.630 What a Weekend 
( 485337 ) 630 The Rugby Cteb (2366066) 
Z30 Ice Hockey (9294673) 1030 The 
Rugby Cteb (8624578) ItOO right Unee 
(9601646) 1230 tasjde the PGA Ibur 
(4780370) 1230 Fcnl Gcif USA (6923979) 
230 The Ftegby CUi P911234) 330 - 
730 Cricket Austrab v England (2467283) 
SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 Worid Wtesttog Fecteraian Stpere- 
tare (68044004) 130 Rsh TV Rsrtng 
Texas (66214917) 130 Rsh TV - Tony 
Dean Outdoors (58024240) 230 Sky 



Sports Classics Cricket En^and v WBSt ri- 
des 1995 (0832559) 330 The EntBrtHri- 
gis (8666004) 330 Fastrax (42603068) 
430 Badminton (8569620) 630 Suvival 
of the Fittest (42632578) 630 riside the 
PGA Tax (42616530) 730 right Lines 
(40004269) 830 Spanish Footbd 
(40017733) 1030 Bobby Charitorts Footr 
baf Scrapbook (50646207) 1130 Ctosa 

EUROSPORT 

730 RaOy: Total Granada Dakar 99 
(42646) 830 Snowboardrig (29917) 930 
BatNon 84733) 1030 Luge (G9849) 
1130 Raly: Total Granada Dakar 99 
(4706E) 1130 Biathlon (47143) 130 Car 
on Ice (22882) 130 African Cups (6453) 
330 Btatrton (B2998) 530 Snowboard- 
ing (9627) 630 Trial (38004) Z30 Motor 
Sports (2M7^ 830 Badng (32462) 930 
RaBy: TcSal Granada Dakar 99 (98848) 
1030 Track Racing (88801) 1130 Motor 
Sports (49559) 1230 Ftely: Tbtal Oanada 
Dakar 99 (60&3) 12-30 Close. 

UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads (835373) 730 Neigh- 
bours (9015575) Z55 EastEndars 
(848337) 830 The B 8 (8304288) 930 
The B 8 (8388240) 930 The House of 
Sott D33K43) 1030 Angab (8384424) 
tlOO Dates (678559) 1L55 NdGftoours 
86598207) 1235 EastEnders (WSStl) 
130 JlAbI Bravo (4877172) 230 Dates 
(ST782C) 235 The B 8 (1437337) 335 
The B8 (S657004) 335 EastEnders 
(3351207) 430 Angels (823085) 530 AS 


9j 00 fvficky Campbel 

12j00 The Midday News. 

LOO Ruscoe and Ca 
4JDQ Drive. 

ZOO News Extra. 

Z30 Hardest Gama Contriung the 
series in which former BBC boxing 
correspondent Harry Carpenter re- 
flects on the sport from the 1950s to 
the present day. The Greatest 
Heavyweight of Them Aff. Harry 
Carpenter remembers the phenome- 
non that was Muhammad AL 
&00 Inside Edge. Rob Bonnet and 
the team investigate the issues that 
affect the sporting world. 

SLOO Hoops. Fat Freddy M rounds 
up the latest news from the British 
baskBtbal scene 
930 Sportshop. Trixie Rawtinson 
presents the sports consumer pro- 
gramme, inducing sporting investi- 
gations and news of aD the latest 
sporting gadgets. 

KLOO Late fight Uva With Brian 
Hayes, brd 1033 Sport TlOO News, 
TL15 The Fnandal World Tonight 
LOO Up AH l\5ght 
5-00 - &OO Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(X)Q0-1019MHz FM ) 

6j00 Nick Bailey. QJOO Henry Kelly. 
tZJiO Requests. 2D0 Concerto 
3j00 Jarree Crick. 6J3Q Newsni^rt 
ZjOO Smooth Classics at Seven 
9j00 Evening Concert 1L00 Alan 
Mann 3J00 Mark Griffiths 5-00 - 
8-00 Nick Bailey. 

VRGHN RADIO 

(t215, tt97-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
&30 Chris Evans &30 1%jss 
W illiams -LOO Nick Abbot LOO 
Harriet Scott 730 Mark Forrest 
IOjOO Richard Allen LOO James 
Merritt 440 -640 Jeremy dark 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

LOO The Wsrid Today. 140 Wbst- 
way. L45 Performance 240 The 
World Today. 240 Focus on Faith. 
340 The Wbrtd Today. 340 Sports 
Rounds 340 World Business Re- 
port 3.45 Insight 440 - 740 The 
World Today (400-700) 

TALK RADIO 

640 Big Boys Breakfast with 
David Banks & Nick Ferrari. 940 
Scott Chisholm. 140 Anna Rae- 
burn 340 Peter Dee ley. 540 The 
Sports Zona 840 James WhaJa 
1240 - 640 Ian Collins 


Independent Pursuits 


Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


Creatures Greaa and Small (1389801)630 
Dynasty (4864808) ZOO The Comedy Al- 
ternative: May to December (963830) 

740 The Comedy Alternative: It Afrt Half 
Hot Mian (TK7578) 830 The Comedy Al- 
ternative: Yes, Mnieter (3520240) 930 
FawftyTbwens (4844085)9-40 Favtty 
Towers (2542761) 1035 Ivanhoe 
(92220443) 1L30 B 8 0477040) 1230 
The B« (58732B3) 1230 Backup (1212509) 
135 Hkn: Cameronb Ctosrt ( 88 Q 
(37T5T8) 330 - ZOO Shopping (2631B44) 
UVMC 

630 Triy and Crew (49687917) 630 
P«ber 1 the Frog (2956300^.630 John- 
son and Friends (5436820) S45 Tny 
Tatee (17795337) 630 Poka Dot Shorts 
(T770B530) ZOO Ptacbcd Parerrtrig 
(5069T72) 735 Prrtessor Bubble 
C5043153) Z30 Calou P973646) Z35 
Bug Alert (908882) Z55 Practical Parent- 
ing (6594996) 830 Barney and Friends 
(2765627) 830 Tny Tales (7210996) 835 
Triy and Qaw (B 66160B) 830 Practical 
Parenlrig (9T7D996) 930 Diet Show 
(2708S7E) 930 The Ftoseame Show 
(3705068) 1030 The Jerry Sprngar Show 
(6553511) -KL50 Maury Povich ^217578) 
1140 BrootaJde pewaaC) 12J0 Animal 
Rescue (7M92065) 1340 Rescue 911 
(84KW72) HO Special Batws (23778511) 
140 Beyond Betef (79343883. 2J0 LA 
Law (3399337) 340 Living Room 
(7225288) 430 Mkhaef Cole (4812511) 
430 Rotonda (1057545) 540 Ready 
Steady. Cook (7553576) 645 The Jerry 
Springer Show (fWOOT) 735 Rescue 911 
(493817) Z35 Animal Rescue (9314337) 
830 Milder Cal (7362606) 930 Fteii 
The Secretary (1994) (7365795) 1130 Sex 
Lite Down Under (3425608) 1230 Ctosa 
TNT 

930 Mitiny onthe Bounty (862) 
(58S6789) 12J5 The Outfit (873) 
(13715221) 245 A Very Private After (t96Q 
(88561776) 430 Barbara Stanwyck: Fire 
and Desire (77339405) 530 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL. 

730 Cbetess (6530) Z30 Desmondfe 
(6269)830 RaseannB(2578)830NBW5- 
radto (1085)930 Cybi (B3004) 930 Vic 
Reeved Big Mght Out (617%) KLOO Rast- 
er (5700^. KL30 Cheers (33424) 1130 
SerifeU f75849) 1130 The Larry Sanders 
Show (27649) 1230 LMe Mght with David 
L^terman (62202) 130 Taxi (16196) 130 
The Critic (53H5) 230 Dr Katz (49573) 
230 Soap (2806C) 330 Ttos and Ftoe 
(296GQ. 330430 Nghtstend (4266C) 


IN A martial society, respect is alL 
The best way of engendering this 
is by beating (like other sports- 
men chess players use consider- 
ably more colourful verbs amongst 
themselves) an opponent over the 
board. As long as the game wasn't 
disfigured by some ghastly blunder 
you, or rather I, feel, once the vol- 
canic emotions of defeat have 
abated, a grudging or even heart- 
felt admiration for somebody who 
has committed this outrage upon 
my person - and I presume that the 
same extends to my colleagues. 

With the proliferation of strong 
players, however, it's become 
impracticable to lock horns with 
each and every one of them; and in 
a development in some ways anal- 
ogous to the change from barter to 
coinage, rating systems were 
developed - which, indeed, at a 
professional level translate fairly 
directly to levels of remuneration 
- to provide a numerical measure 
of these macho relationships. 

All of which verbiage is only to 
introduce the eagerly awaited 
arrival of the January 1999 Fide rat- 
ing list Of course, we in this 
country have our own rating sys- 
tem (based as I explained a month 
and a half ago on the Financial 
Times Index), and it is that which 
is of importance to the vast major- 
ity of British players. But the list 
was certainly eagerly awaited by 
my colleagues and myself; and 
when a copy of the Top 100 was 
finally sent to Bob Wade - who 
among his many hats includes one 
as a Fide technical director - the 
phone lines and ether went into 
overdrive. 

Within a very short time, Mark 
Crowther had put it up on his 
excellent home page - http;//www. 
chesscenter.com/twic/twicbtml - 


and shortly thereafter queries 
started appearing. 

At the top, Gary Kasparov is 
down from 2J515 to 2,812 (for the 
first time ratings aren’t being 
rounded to the nearest 5) but his 
only activity in the period was a six- 
game match against Jan Timman, 
which wasn't supposed to be rated! 

Additionally. Crowther had 
speedily received an e-mail from 
Veselin Topalov, who had been 
rated for 11 games too many: it 
seems that Tilburg was rated twice 
- which affects a dozen players at 
the very top. 

With those serious reservations 
the current list continues: Anand 
2,783, Kramnik 2,740, Shirov 2,725, 
Morozevich 2,723, Ivanchuk 2,714, 
Leko 2,711. Karpov and Adams 
2,710. Svidler 2,703 and Short 2,697. 
The other top Eng lish ratings are 
Sadler 2,676, Miles 2,609, myself 
2,601 and Nunn 2,600. 

Just room for an allegedly cur- 
rently double-value miniature from 
Tilburg. Lautier lost far too much 
time in the opening. At the end if 
24 . ..Nxdl 25 Qf4+ g8 26 Rg3+ Bg4 
27 Rxg4+ Kh7 28 Qg5 and mates 
or if 24 ...Be6 simply 25 Rdel. 

White: Vla dimir Kr amnik 

Black: Joel Lautier 
Tilburg 1998 
Queen's Gamhit Slav 


1 d4d5 

2N£3C6 

3c4e6 

4 Qc2dxc4 

5 Qxc4 NfB 

6 Bg5 Be7 

7 eS 0-0 
8Bd3h6 

9 Bxffi BxfB 

10 Nc3 Nd7 

11 Rdl Qe7 

12 Bbl e5 


13 0-0 exd4 

l4exd4Nb6 

15Qd3g6 

16 Rfel Qb4 

17 Qd2Nc4 

18 Qxh6 Nxb2 

19 Bxg6&g6 

20 Ng5 Bxg5 

21 Qxg6+ KhB 

22 Qh5+ Kg7 

23 Qxg5+ Kf7 

24 Re3! 1-0 


POKER 

David Spanier 


PADDY JOE was mightily miffed. A 
gamb ling kind of player who could 
win a packet, go broke, borrow a 
few quid aud come back from the 
dead, all in the same night’s play, 
he was on his best behaviour. 
Watchful and sensible. So when he 
found Q-Q in his hand at Omaha, 
and the flop came down Q-7-2 off- 
suit, he was thrilled. 

This is the ontyflop at Omaha if 
you start with Q-Q, which does not 
offer a straight draw to your oppo- 
nents (as noted by the poker 
statistician Dr Mahmood Mah- 
mood in The Science of Poker). So 
when the betting came round to 
him, Paddy checked He wanted the 
others to stay in. 

On any other sort of flop he 
would certainty have bet, to force 
anyone drawing to hit a straight or 
a flush to pay for the privilege. 
What could go wrong? On the very 
next card a king came down. And 
someone had a pair of kings in the 
hole. It cost Paddy his whole stack. 

Omaha is a game of bad beats. 
Here is another Irish calamity 
which befell the Dublin player Don- 
nacha ODea. He was dealt 9h-10c- 
Jb-Jc (double-suited) and raised 
The flop came down 2-7-8 with two 
of his hearts showing. Now Do mi 


has a higher pair than the board 
cards, an open-ended straight 
draw, and a flush draw in reserve. 

Rnnifj a strong player, now bet 
£600. He was probably shooting a 
bow at venture, hoping to set up a 
bluff on the next card Donn knew 
him well enough to know his style 
of play. Next card off was a4. Hanif 
now bet £1,600. As it turned out this 
was the only card in the whole 
deck which could help him! He bad 
come in on a speculative bolding of 
2-4 -4-5. The other 4 would have 
been a heart, giving Donn a flush, 
a 6 would have given him a higher 
straight, and a pair on board would 
still have left Donn with his jacks 
as top pain 

When Hanif bet (thus was the big 
game, now reinstated at the Gros- 
venor Victoria casino in Edgware 
Road, London) Donn thought 
about it and then raised for the rest 
of his money, another £1,400. He 
wanted to be sure of getting paid 
off on the river if he hit his hand 
But the last card was irrelevant 

When Hanif showed his trip 4s, 
Donn stared at the cards for two or 
three minutes before he took in 
what had happened “When a good 
player mates a bad play, it does sort 
of shake you,” he admitted ruefully. 
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Regional Television Variations 
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Cl N RELAND 
BBC1 London except: 630 
vsfine 030 (®i) 

Cl SCOTLAND 
BBC1 London except: 235 
aman (3622627) 3J0 Dochakri Mor 
ikey Dote) (9971606) 630 News 
) 630 Reporting Scotland (91) 

Cl WALES 

BBC1 LONDON & SE except: 

O Wales Today (191) 235 Joins BBC 

VS 24 pH 373844) 

GLIA 

Carlton except: 1230 Angfia 
re and Weather (6982559) LOO Up- 
t (1229682) L35 Home and Away 
384608) 230 The Jeny Springer 
w (2806917) 330 Angfia News and 
■aher (2983801) 540 ShtxUand 
. ret (9654630) 630 Home and Away 
546) 635 Angia News (131284) 

30 Angia News and Weather 
1917) 1240 Tates from the Darkskfe 
J7757) 1230 The Jerry Springer 
- w (7753592) 125 Ffcn: St h/es 
204) 330 Bex Office America 
57) 330 Cybernet (35757) 430 


Murder, She Wrote (2757757) 430 JTV 
Mghte c reen (6399979) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton axcapt: 12-20 Central 
News and Wfesther (6982559) LOO 
Echo Point (57530) 3^0 Central News 
(2983801) 640 Sftortiand Street 
(9654630) 630 Home and Away 
(131646) K25 Central News aid Weath- 
er (10337) 635 LifeSne (249434) 

1030 Central News and Weather 
(283917) 435 Jobflnder (8918370) 530 
Aslan Eye (4219825) 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (34132443) 1245 HTV News 
(9359511) 130 Shortland Street 
(1229882) L35 Home and Away 
(65384608) 230 The Jerry Sprhger 
Show (2806817) 330 HTV News 
(2963601) 5d0 A Country Practice 
(9654630) 630 Home and Away 
(131646) 635 Wales Tonight (131284) 
730 Somewhere in Wales - St Fagarfe 
at Fifty (443) 1030 HTV News 
(283917) 1250 Wa Can Work It Out 
(5987757) 1230 The Jerry Springer 
Show (7753582) L25 FUm: Stives 


(722134) 3J00 Box Office America 
(12757) 330 Cybernet (35757) 430 
Murder, She Mote (2757757) 430 ITV 
Nlghtscreen (5388979) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Waka (accept: 635 HTV 
Wbst Wbatfter (470172) 630 The WBSt 
Tonight (5®) 730 W s Can W ork It Out 
(443) 12.10 Jenny (5987757) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (94132443) 1245 Merkfian 
News and Weather (93595H) 130 
Shortland Street (1229682) 135 Home 
and Away (65384808) 230 The Jeny 
Springer Show (2806917) 330 Mender 
News and weather (2983801) 5.10 
Home and Away (9654630) 537 
Crimestoppers (B8682Q) 630 Meridian 
Tonight (207) 630 Gateways (559) 
1030 Meridan News an d Weat her 
(283917) 1240 Jenny {59S7757) 12^40 
The Jeny Springer Show (7753592) 
125 Film: St h res (72 2134) 330 Box 
Office America (12757) 830 Cybernet 
(35757) 430 Murder, She Wrote 
(2757757)430 ITV Nghtscrttn 
(63405860) 530 Freescreen (91776) 


WESTCOWMTKY 
As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (34132443) 1215 Westcointry 
News (93595T1) 1237 BuminaJions 
(6990578) 130 Emmertiale (57530) 
330 Westcountry News (2983801) 

630 Westcountry Uva (59337) 1030 
Westcountry News (283917) 1210 Pubic 
Morals (5987757) 1240 The Jeny 
Springer Show (7753592) L2S Rim: St 
Ives (722134) 330 B « Office America 
(12757) 330 Cybe rnet (3575 7) 430 
Mutter, She Wrote (2757757) 430 ITV 
Nghtscreen (6399979) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 1 2 . 20 Calendar 
News (6982559) 130 Home and Away 
(82551307) L25 The Jerry Springer 
Show (8495288) 210 Emmerdale 
(3024356) 330 Calendar News 
(2983801) 5^40 Naws (143240) 5 -55 
Calendar (710153) 630 Tonight (559) 
1030 Calendar News (283917) 430 
Jobflnder (BT7D115) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1230 North 
East News and WBather (6982559) 330 
North East News HeaSnes (2983801) 
535 North East Wbather (853356) 


630 North East Tonight (59337) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 930 Ysgo- 
Bon/Schods (10841559) 1230 Be- 
witched (1657017Z) 1230 Sesame 
Street (38572846) 130 Planed Plant 
(47909849) 130 Roots to Success 
(8985084% L45 Macbeth (34281288) 
430 Rrdd Lake (5626017a 530 
Planed Plant Uned 5 (96339202) 530 
Countdown (56251424) 630 Newyddton 
(69130714) 640 Heno (95832511) 730 
Pobol y Cwm (3754351B) 730 Newyd- 
dior (56261801) 830 Penbtwydd Ha pus 
(90539266)830 Pam R Duw? 
(15389583) 930 I dot (70227266) 

1030 Father Tfed: Comedy series re- 
volving around the Bves of a of 
priests on a smaS Irish istexi Father 
Ted’S {Stance ot TV stardom is thwarted 
by Ms felow priests (16571801) 1030 
Friends (8C13a«J) 1135 Kmg of the Wl 
(86763199) 1135 Whose Ltoe Is n Any- 
way? (B9W4578) 1235 Bob and Mar- 
garet (57108399) 1235 Dispatches: 
Documentary which looks at the tragic 
consequences of operations performed 
by surgeons who fafl below acceptable 
medcal standards (66724554) 135 H- ' 
del (70393641) 135 Ctosa 


I Senior police officers (6) 
4 Venetian painter (6) 

7 Moving stairway (9) 

9 Unattractive (4) 

10 Vegetable (4) 

II Part of jacket (5) 

13 China day (6) 

14 Probable (m 

15 Bifurcated 16 ) 

17 Vietnamese river (6) 

19 Stratum (5) 

20 Globule (4) 

22 Sweet vine (4) 

23 Size (9) 

24 Lethal (6) 

25 Staggered (6) 


1 Impressed (6) 

2 Simple (4) 

3 Manner (6j 

4 Go on journey (61 

5 Accepted (4) 

6 lb wit (6) 

7 Space to manoeuvre (5,4) 

8 Runner (9) 

11 Written defamation (5) 

12 Passenger ship (5) 

15 Legendary (6) 

16 Delicate (6) 

17 Wise counsellor (6) 

18 Profited (6) 

21 Poet (4) 

22 Cutting tool (4) 


Sc lotion to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 


bund, 14 Impa&se, 15 Roister. 17 Pigeon. 19 Mean, 21 Bathe, 24 Axe. 
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